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ISCE NEWS FLASH
January 19, 2021

We hope your new semester is starting off on a positive note!
This week's ISCE News Flash has many new opportunities for career development

and training as well as several new funding opportunities.

In addition to several ISCE events coming up in the next few weeks, OVPRI is also
sponsoring a session for faculty interested in pursuing funding for large-scale centers

and PDI is now being offered virtually. See below for full details.
 

Please send any news items to Yancey Crawford
at yanceyc3@vt.edu by Friday each week
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Funding Opportunities

Call for Proposals for 2021-2022 ISCE Scholars
The ISCE Scholars Program provides faculty support for grant proposals in the
social sciences, broadly defined, and consistent with ISCE's four thematic
areas. Six to eight awards of up to $30,000 will be awarded for a period of one
year, beginning in July 2021. This year's call encourages team proposals
aligned with the University's Transdisciplinary Communities or that
address disinformation, inequality or structural racism. Click here for the
full announcement and application forms. Feel free to contact ISCE with any
questions.

Deadline: March 1, 2021

Smart City Challenge to Foster Innovative Solutions for Urban Issues
Tech's Virginia Center for Housing Research is a sponsor, along with multiple
other partners, in the Smart City Challenge which will run from January 23-
February 18, 2021. Join them for a month of hacking where participants create
innovative solutions to make urban areas smarter, more livable, resilient, and
sustainable for everyone. The Smart City Challenge will convene diverse,
wide-ranging teams virtually via Zoom to innovate in the following

https://www.isce.vt.edu/index3/index1.html


sectors: housing, transportation, health, water, broadband, education,
infrastructure, public safety. Individuals or teams may participate. More than
$350k in cash and in-kind prizes will be awarded to winning teams. Click here
for more details and to register.

Call for Letters of Intent for Alzheimer's Research
The Commonwealth of Virginia Alzheimer's and Related Diseases Research
Award Fund has issued a call for proposals for research in a variety of areas.
Size of awards vary but are limited to $45,000. Applicants must be affiliated
with colleges, universities or other not-for profit organizations in Virginia.
Academic/community partnerships are encouraged. A letter of intent is
required. Click here for details.

Deadline: February 4, 2021 (LOI); March 11, 2021 (Proposals)

Funding Available for Gun Research Proposals
The National Collaborative on Gun Violence Research has issued a new
request for proposals for rigorous research that will produce evidence to
support development of fair and effective gun policies. The collaborative
expects to award up to $1.1 million in funding, including up to four $25,000
dissertation awards and up to two $50,000 post-doctoral awards. Up to
$225,000 has been set aside for an award to measure the tangible and

https://www.smartcityworks.org/scc2021/
https://vcoa.chp.vcu.edu/programs/dementia-research/


nontangible impacts of gun policies on gun users. Click here for details.

Deadline: February 5, 2021

Recent NIH Opportunities with Social Science Dimensions

Research to Address Vaccine Hesitancy, Uptake and Implementation
among Populations that Experience Health Disparities: The purpose
of this NIH notice of special interest (NOT-MD-21-008) is to solicit
community-engaged research to: 1) evaluate intervention strategies (e.g.,
expand reach, access) to facilitate vaccination uptake in clinical and
community contexts; and 2) address the barriers to increasing reach,
access, and uptake of vaccinations among health disparity populations at
high risk and likely to experience vaccine hesitancy. Those interested in
applying should submit applications for this initiative using the PA-
20-183 or PA-20-185 funding opportunity announcements for general
research projects. Click here for details. Deadline: February 5, 2021
(additional deadlines: June & October 2021)
 
Music and Health: Understanding And Developing Music Medicine:
This funding announcement is intended to: (1) increase the understanding
of how music affects the brain when it is used therapeutically and/or (2)
use that knowledge to better develop evidence-based music interventions
to enhance health or treat specific diseases and disorders. There is an
R21 option (PAR-21-099) and an R01 option (PAR-21-100) with multiple
upcoming deadlines. Earliest Deadlines: February 5, 2021 (R01);
February 16, 2021 (R21)

https://www.ncgvr.org/rfp.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-MD-21-008.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-MD-21-008.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-21-099.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-21-100.html


Research and Evaluation on Violence Against Women
The National Institute of Justice is inviting applications for grants to support
research and evaluation projects examining the issue of violence against
women, including crimes against elderly women and American Indian and
Alaska Native women and girls and to promote more effective criminal
justice responses to the problem. Priority will be given to applications that
address challenges in rural communities, that benefit individuals from high-
poverty or persistent-poverty counties, and that enhance public safety in
economically distressed communities or Opportunity Zones. Click here for
details.

Deadline: February 8, 2021 (Optional LOI); March 16, 2021 (Proposal)

Call for Research on Human-Animal Interaction
The Human Animal Bond Research Institute has issued an RFP for research on
the health outcomes of pet ownership and/or animal-assisted activity or
therapy, both for people and the animals involved. Proposals should have a
strong theoretical framework and focus on innovative approaches to studying
the health effects of companion animals on humans. Proposals focused on
current public health crises or issues are welcome, including topics such as
social isolation and loneliness, suicide prevention, addiction, trauma and/or
post-traumatic stress, obesity, and heart health as well as proposals that
address the role of companion animals in the lives of people during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Awards up to $45k available. Click here for details.

Deadline: February 11, 2021

https://nij.ojp.gov/funding/opportunities/o-nij-2021-45009
https://habri.org/grants/funding-opportunities/


Equity-focused Policy Research
The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation is seeking research proposals that
explore policies and programming to help improve families' access to the
social safety net system. Grants, up to $200,000 each, are available to study
the ways that access to early child care education, income supports, and
nutrition supports interact and potentially reinforce one another to promote
families' well-being. Click here for details.

Deadline: February 16, 2021 (brief proposals); May 11, 2021 (full proposal)
 

Applications Now Being Accepted for Small Research Projects
The Spencer Foundation is accepting applications for its Small Research
Grants Program, which supports education research projects with budgets of
$50,000 or less. The program aims to fund academic work that will
contribute to the improvement of education, broadly conceived, and to
support scholarship that develops new foundational knowledge that may
have a lasting impact on educational discourse. Click here for details.

Deadline: March 1, 2021

Call for Applications for Native American Research
The American Philosophical Society is inviting applications to its Phillips Fund

https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/funding-opportunities/2021/equity-focused-policy-research--building-cross-cutting-evidence-on-supports-for-families-with-young-children.html?rid=0034400001rlqV9AAI&et_cid=2353328
https://www.spencer.org/grant_types/small-research-grant


for Native American Research program. Grants of up to $3,000 will be
awarded in support of research in the areas of Native American
linguistics, ethnohistory, and the history of Native Americans studies in
the United States or Canada. Grants are intended to support travel, the cost
of tape or film, and consultants' fees. Click here for details.

Deadline: March 1, 2021

Research Exploring LGBTQ Issues
The American Psychological Foundation is inviting applications for its Wayne F.
Placek Grant program. Grants of up to $9,000 will be awarded for empirical
research in any field of the behavioral or social sciences on any topic
related to lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender issues. Research that
addresses the following topics is of interest: heterosexuals' attitudes and
behaviors toward lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people,
including prejudice, discrimination, and violence; family and workplace issues
relevant to LGBT people; and special concerns of the LGBT population that
historically have been underrepresented in scientific research. Click here for
details.

Deadline: March 1, 2021

NSF Future of Work Solicitation Updated for 2021
NSF encourages researchers across the computational, social, behavioral and
economic sciences to submit collaborative proposals to the Future of Work at
the Human-Technology Frontier: Core Research solicitation. Proposals to this
program should describe multi-disciplinary or convergent research that
addresses technological, human, and societal dimensions of future work.

https://www.amphilsoc.org/grants/phillips-fund-native-american-research
https://www.apa.org/apf/funding/placek?tab=2


Proposals that address the impact of large-scale disruptions such as the
Covid-19 pandemic on the future of jobs and work are also of interest.
Click here for the solicitation.

Deadline: March 23, 2021

Funding for Research related to Evaluation of Social Programs
Arnold Ventures' (AV) Evidence-Based Policy initiative is a major source of
funding for studies across all areas of U.S. social policy, such as education,
criminal justice, workforce development, healthcare delivery, and child welfare.
AV is currently accepting applications for randomized controlled trials related to
evaluation of social programs whose delivery is funded by government entities.
The foundation is hosting a webinar that will provide practical advice on
preparing a successful grant application to their organization on Thursday,
January 21st at 2:00 p.m. Click here to register and for more details.

Deadline: Ongoing

New Recruitment Program, including Funding, for Underrepresented
Groups Offered
iTHRIV is committed to increasing underrepresented populations in research,
and thus, has developed the Recruitment Enhancing Resources Program. The
program offers researchers access to consultation, educational opportunities
and financial resources. Researchers may request up to $5,000 that will
allow them to better integrate populations into their projects. Click here for
details on the RERP program services and the application form.

https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2021/nsf21548/nsf21548.htm?WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&WT.mc_ev=click
https://www.arnoldventures.org/work/evidence-based-policy
https://craftmediabucket.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/Request-for-Proposals-RCTs-of-programs-that-others-are-funding-March-2019.pdf
https://craftmediabucket.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/Request-for-Proposals-RCTs-of-programs-that-others-are-funding-March-2019.pdf
https://arnoldventures.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_6wSboGU9QASUDJPzobXAog
https://portal.ithriv.org/#/resource/1248


Deadline: Rolling but encouraged to apply now

Previously Posted Opportunities

American Psychological Foundation - Diane J. Willis Career Award
Deadline: January 31, 2021
 
Center for Retirement Research at Boston College - Steven H. Sandell
Grant Program
Deadline: January 31, 2021
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation - Social Science Research on Energy Security
Deadline: February 1, 2021
 
National Science Foundation - Two Opportunities

Mid-Career Advancement; Deadline: February 1, 2021
Human Networks & Data Science; Deadline: February 4, 2021
 

National Science Foundation/National Institutes of Health - Smart Health
and Biomedical Research in the Era of AI and Advanced Data Science
Deadline: February 16, 2021
 
National Science Foundation - Smart & Connected Communities
Deadline: February 24, 2021
 
Institute of Education Sciences - Two Opportunities
Deadline: February 25, 2021

Research Networks Focused on Critical Problems of Education Policy
Practice and for Transformative Research in the Education Sciences

Conferences, Seminars and Events

CLAHS Webinar: "A Crisis of
Democracy"

https://www.apa.org/apf/funding/div-37-willis
https://crr.bc.edu/about-us/grant-programs/steven-h-sandell-grant-program-2/
https://crr.bc.edu/about-us/grant-programs/steven-h-sandell-grant-program-2/
https://sloan.org/programs/research/energy-and-environment/Energy-Equity-LOI
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2021/nsf21516/nsf21516.htm
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2021/nsf21514/nsf21514.htm
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2021/nsf21530/nsf21530.htm
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2021/nsf21530/nsf21530.htm
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=505364
https://ies.ed.gov/funding/pdf/2021_84305N.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/funding/pdf/2021_84305T.pdf


The storming of the Capitol Building
on Jan. 6 underscored the current
crisis in American democracy. “A
Crisis of Democracy,” which will be
held virtually on January 21st
from 6:00-7:00 p.m., brings together
Virginia Tech scholars to examine
the state of democracy in the United
States today, while also making
connections to the global political
landscape. Click here for details.

CLAHS/ISCE Offer NSF CAREER Award Preparation Series
Join ISCE and CLAHS for an initial meeting for a series of workshops focused
on preparing social science faculty to submit applications for a National Science
Foundation CAREER award. This first session will be held on Friday,
January 29th from 10:00-12:00 p.m. via Zoom.

NSF CAREER awards support pre-tenure faculty pursuing innovative projects
connecting research, instruction, and outreach. CLAHS and ISCE are co-
sponsoring the series for faculty whose research focuses on topics relevant to
the Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences directorate. The sessions will
help faculty better understand application requirements, provide opportunities
to learn from past recipients and receive feedback on drafts as well as
assistance with the nuts and bolts of the application process. Eligibility is limited
to tenure-track faculty. Proposals are due in July 2021.

Please click here to register and to receive the Zoom link. If you are interested
in learning more, but are unable to attend the workshop, please contact Yancey
Crawford.

https://liberalarts.vt.edu/news/events/2021/01/crisis-of-democracy.html
https://virginiatech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_00nOv6LXtMWN2FD
mailto:yanceyc3@vt.edu
mailto:yanceyc3@vt.edu


ISCE Hosting Two Online Webinars and NSF Presentation

It's not too late to attend the first online survey webinar which ISCE will
host on January 27th from 12:00-1:00 p.m. and that will feature a panel
discussing Qualtric, MTurk and AmeriSpeak. Click here to register for this
event.
 
ISCE is also offering the second webinar on Thursday, February 4
from 2:00-3:00 p.m. The session, "Online observational and
experimental data collection methods for social sciences" will include a
moderated panel presentation and discussion with scholars. Click here for
the event flier and here to register. Questions? Contact Isabel Bradburn.
 
Register Now! ISCE NSF Event: February 24, 2021
In partnership with Virginia State University, ISCE is hosting a virtual
presentation featuring Dr. Kellina Craig-Henderson, Deputy Assistant
Director of the National Science Foundation's Social, Behavioral and
Economic (SBE) Sciences directorate, on Wednesday, February 24th. Dr.
Craig-Nelson will discuss future directions for the SBE directorate
including new funding opportunities and priorities. Click here for the event
flier and here for a recent blog post written by Dr. Craig-Henderson
entitled, "Why Social Science: Because It Can Help Fight Stereotypes in
the World of Science."

OVPRI Webinar: A Roadmap to Building Large-Scale Centers
The Office for Research and Innovation is hosting a virtual event, Research
Development Support: A Roadmap to Building Large-Scale Centers, on
Jan. 27 at 10:00 a.m. for Virginia Tech researchers that have near-term
intention to write center proposals, pursue a large-scale funding opportunity of

https://virginiatech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_a00Fks46ldSERXn
https://mcusercontent.com/473efb88244284efe088d1a11/files/d86e1528-4980-48ed-9672-e2dc67c57598/Methods_seminar_2_final.01.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/473efb88244284efe088d1a11/files/d86e1528-4980-48ed-9672-e2dc67c57598/Methods_seminar_2_final.01.pdf
https://virginiatech.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ahZVwV21fxeD3cV
mailto:isbrad@vt.edu
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https://www.whysocialscience.com/blog?month=12-2020


$10 million or more, and lead a center.

Interested faculty who are looking for the next chapter in their career or a new
challenge, have ambition to run a large-scale center, are in the process of
writing a center proposal, and/or want to build a team, are encouraged to
engage in the conversation to learn from a panel of Virginia Tech faculty who
have successfully won center funding and know what it takes to achieve
success. Click here for details and to register.

Submit Nominations for Virtual 2021 PDI Now!
The Virginia Tech Proposal Development Institute (PDI) provides a variety of
experiences that collectively enhance the ability of tenure-track faculty and
research assistant professors to successfully pursue externally funded grants
and contracts to support their research and scholarly activities.

The program is funded through a registration fee of $200 per selected
participant which departments commit to sponsoring by nominating their faculty.
In a COVID-19 environment, activities will be online, which is beneficial to
the participant who can choose to attend only those that are most
pertinent to their particular needs. All sessions will be recorded, archived,
and made available to the participants on demand. Click here for more details.

If interested in participating in PDI, contact your department chair to discuss
nomination and departmental support. Departmental nominations are due
Friday, January 22nd.

Registration Open for INSciTS Conference
Registration is now OPEN for the 12th Annual International Science of Team

https://www.research.vt.edu/news/2021/virtual-event-research-development-support-a-roadmap-to-build.html
https://pdr.osp.vt.edu/proposals/pdi.html


Science Conference, which will be hosted by Virginia Tech June 7-11, 2021.
This year's online conference will be free for Virginia Tech attendees. The
Call for Abstract is also still open. Team science academics, leaders and
members of cross-disciplinary teams, institutional leaders and administrators,
and funding agencies are invited to collaboratively rethink how science of team
science research and practice may serve as a foundation for positive change
and justice. The deadline to submit abstracts is February 28, 2021. Click
here for more information, the Call for Abstracts details and to register.

Behavior Change for Good Offer Webinars for Spring 2021
The Behavior Change for Good Initiative unites experts in the social sciences,
medicine, computer science and neuroscience to study behavior change. The
initiative's virtual seminar series will resume on January 25, 2021 and will
be held weekly. Click here for the full schedule of speakers and to register.

Call for Applications for NIH Summer Institute
The Office of Behavioral and Social Science Research, in collaboration with the
National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute, will hold the 21st annual Summer
Institute on Randomized Behavioral Clinical Trials from July 23-August 1, 2021.
The Institute will be held at the Bolger Center in Potomac, Maryland if
possible, but it will be held virtually instead if the COVID-19 pandemic
prevents an in-person meeting. The institute provides an
intermediate/advanced course in planning, designing, and conducting high-
impact randomized controlled trials of health-related behavioral interventions.
Click here for details.

Deadline: February 15, 2021

https://www.inscits.org/
https://www.inscits.org/
https://bcfg.wharton.upenn.edu/
https://obssr.od.nih.gov/training/training-supported-by-the-obssr/institute-on-randomized-behavioral-clinical-trials/


Announcements and Faculty News

Provide Input for Vibrant Virginia Book
The Vibrant Virginia Initiative, led by the VT Office of Economic Development,
is writing an edited collection that investigates the urban-rural divide in Virginia.
In early 2020, the initiative solicited chapters from policy makers, practitioners
and academics seeking works to describe community experiences or research
related to the university and community partnership. Draft chapters of the
book will be distributed via a platform called Discourse to encourage both
dialogue and interest in the ideas being proposed in the chapters and
book as a whole. To explore the book chapters, click here. You will need to
create a free account to access the site. For more information or questions,
contact Julia Kell.

NIH Early Stage Investigator Paper
Competition
The NIH OBSSR Early Stage
Investigator Paper Competition
awards recognize emerging
scientists whose research reflect
Dr. Matilda White Riley’s vision of
research excellence in health-

https://vibrantvirginiadiscourse.econdev.vt.edu/login
mailto:juliak97@vt.edu


related behavioral and social
sciences. Up to four awardees will
be selected to present their accepted
papers at the Matilda White Riley
Behavioral and Social Honors, to be
held virtually May 5, 2021. Click here
for details. Deadline: January 31,
2021

Political science professor Laura
Zanotti makes a quantum leap in
the study of international relations
Zanotti examines political and
international relations through a
different lens: quantum
entanglement ontology. Read more...
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