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The proposed Ellis Acres Memorial Park is to be 
located on Camden St. in Dillwyn, VA on the site 
of the former Buckingham Training School and 
Stephen J. Ellis Elementary School.  As the loca-
tion of the Buckingham Training School, 1924-
1953, the fi rst African American high school in 
Buckingham County, this is a site of historical 
signifi cance.   The community based non-profi t 
organization, Ellis Acres Memorial Park, Inc., 
formed in 2007 with the primary goals of creating 
a vision for and building this park.  The Town of 
Dillwyn currently owns the property and supports 
the intentions of Ellis Acres Memorial Park, Inc. 
The non-profi t is interested in renovating the re-
maining building on site to serve as a community 
building. Among other things, it would house an 
historical exhibition and offer community meet-
ing space, while creating a community park on the 
surrounding 9.25 acre site.  

In order to start the design process and raise the 
necessary funds Ellis Acres Memorial Park, Inc. 
approached the Community Design Assistance 
Center (CDAC) to provide a conceptual master 
plan for the park.  This project was funded through 
a grant from the Virginia Deparment of Forestry’s 
Urban and Community Forestry Program. CDAC 
worked in collaboration with Professor Wendy 
Jacobson’s Graduate Landscape Architecture Stu-
dio, Ellis Acres Memorial Park, Inc. and inter- 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

ested community members to create a conceptual 
design and report.  

The process began as a design charette in Profes-
sor Jacobson’s Graduate Landscape Architecture 
Studio.  The students researched African Ameri-
can history and education in Buckingham County, 
prepared base maps, conducted a site analysis, 
and analyzed the context of the site.  The initial 
site visit and a community meeting were held 
on August 31st.  The CDAC team and the stu-
dio group were introduced to the memories and 
place attachment of the site through the stories 
of the community members who had attended 
or taught at the schools.  Following this visit, the 
studio students began an intensive design process 
which resulted in fi ve design concepts to pres-
ent to the community.  The community gathered 
again on September 14th to hear about and re-
spond to these design concepts.  Based on the fi ve 
student concepts and community feedback, the 
CDAC team created two cohesive design concepts.  
These concepts were presented  to the community 
on October 26th.  The community feedback was 
directed toward making decisions to inform the 
design of fi nal master plan.  The fi nal conceptual 
design was completed and presented to the com-
munity on November 30th.  This report is a com-
pilation of all of the ideas and information gener-
ated throughout the duration of the project.

Buckingham County is located in the central part of the Commonwealth of Virginia.



ELLIS ACRES MEMORIAL PARK 2

Above: Buckingham County is situated in the heart of 
Central, VA ajacent to both Albermarle and Prince Edward 
Counties. 

Right: The Town of Dillwyn is located on US Route 15 in 
Buckingham County.

The Ellis Acres Memorial Park site is located on Camden St. in Dillwyn.  It is in close proximity to Main St.  An unused 
spur of the CSX Railroad connects the eastern edge of the site to Main St.
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GOAL AND OBJECTIVES

The goals and objectives for creating Ellis Acres 
Memorial Park as gleaned from Ellis Acres Me-
morial Park, Inc. and the community members 
in attendance of the initial August 31st meeting 
are as follows:

To create a community park that:
• Celebrates the past and looks toward the fu-

ture
• Offers recreation opportunities for all ages 

and a pleasant outdoor environment for all 
Buckingham residents

• Provides an outdoor venue for events and en-
tertainment, such as weddings, concerts and 
family reunions

• Connects to downtown Dillwyn
• Draws tourists and visitors
• Incorporates the concepts of sustainable de-

sign
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SITE INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS

The Graduate Landscape Architecture Studio 
class worked in collaboration with the CDAC 
team to compile materials to begin the site in-
ventory and analysis.   A base map of the site 
was created prior to the August 31st site visit.  
On site the studio group and the CDAC team 
took photographs of and located key features 
on the base map.  From this information a 
more accurate base map documenting the ex-
isting site conditions was created from which 
a site analysis could be completed.    

From the site analysis a set of design opportu-
nities and constraints arose:

• The footprint of the former school build-
ing is an important site feature and design 
opportunity.  A portion of the foundation’s 
original location is still evident. The foot-
print provides an opportunity to celebrate 
the history of the site.

• Topography on the site is both an oppor-
tunity and a constraint.  The highest point 
on the site is the location of the footprint 
of the former school building and steep 
topography currently separates the build-
ing footprint from a level fi eld area.  These 
features could be taken advantage of in the 
site design.  The topography also limits 
where design features such as recreation 
fi elds, basketball courts or parking could 
be located.  As an interesting feature on 
the site, the existing topography should be 
worked with and taken advantage of in the 
site design.

• There is an existing building on site which 
is slated for renovation as a community 
center and historical exhibition space.  
The park design should respond to this de-
sire.  The structure and materials of this 
building should be considered in the site 
design.

• There are currently two drainage swales on 
the site.  These swales and the increased 
drainage that will result from increased im-
pervious surfaces must be considered in the 
site design.

• Much of the site is currently covered by a 
woodland canopy.   There is brushy un-
dergrowth throughout, but there are many 
thriving native tree species such as oaks, 
maples, tulip trees and dogwoods.  The es-
tablished woodland is an important feature 
as it provides habitat and fi lters and absorbs 
rainwater.  There are also several interest-
ing habitats within the woodland such as 
the areas with large fern growth and the ri-
parian buffer along the creek.  These valu-
able features should be retained and the 
community should be given an opportunity 
to experience them. 

• An easement with overhead power lines runs 
through part of the site.  While the short 
line that connects to the building could be 
placed underground, the main easement is 
a constraint that must be considered in the 
design process.  There are also several ex-
isting lights on the site which could be re-
moved.

• There are two creeks on the site which 
should be protected as well a made visible.

• To the east of the building footprint there 
are several large mature oak trees.  These 
trees should be retained and worked into 
the site design.

• Also to the east of the building footprint, a 
well and the remains of a naturalized gar-
den were discovered.  These historical fea-
tures should be retained and celebrated.

Analysis drawings prepared by Professor Wen-
dy Jacobson’s design studio can be found in the 
Design Charette section of the report, in the 
11x17 pull-out that accompanies the description 
of each student’s design concept (pages 9-18).
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SITE INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS

Panorama from existing extrance on Camden Street.

Oaks and historical elements, clockwise from top left: 
Irises, well, slate roof tile, Oak 1, Oak 2, building remains.

View from top of hill looking north toward Hancock Street.

Elements and structure of existing building on site.
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AUGUST 31ST: INITIAL COMMUNITY MEETING

On Friday August 31st, 2007 the CDAC team and 
the Graduate Landscape Architecture Studio met 
with Ellis Acres Memorial Park, Inc. and inter-
ested community members at the town hall in 
Dillwyn, VA.  The community members shared 
their memories as both teachers and students on 
the Ellis Acres site as well as their visions for the 
future park.

Highlights of memories shared of Buckingham 
Training School and Stephen J. Ellis Elementary 
School include:

Many former students emphasized the im-
portant roles that teachers played in their 
lives.
Life lessons were taught on top of the stan-
dard curriculum; students were taught re-
spect, morals, discipline, to believe in one’s 
self and to stand up and face adversity.
Many classes were offered including chemis-
try, biology, math, Latin and typing.
The fl at grassy area was used as a fi eld for 
athletic events.
The Buckingham Training School was the 
fi rst African American high school in Buck-
ingham County.  It was not built by the 
county, but rather by the African American 
community.  The county government would 
not allow it to be called a high school.
Many community members remember the 
struggle for African American education and 
the value placed on education by their par-
ents.
Many former students had to walk far dis-
tances to get to school, even young children.  
For a period of time the white school buses 
would not transport black students.
The conditions at the school were tough as 
there were no custodians or cooks.  The work 
of putting the coal in the stove, cleaning and 
cooking fell to the teachers and students.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Ideas for the future park:

A celebration of teachers on site
Identify trees and fl owers on site
Include a exhibit area/community building 
as part of the complex: history, environmen-
tal (fl ora/fauna); construct it so that it is 
energy-effi cient ~ teach youth a conservation 
ethic
Add plant material that can be used as a 
teaching tool
Putt-putt course or driving range
Tennis court
Hard surface for skating
Tie the park to Main Street – it could be the 
beginning or end point for parades and other 
events (Christmas parade, Buckingham Days 
(spring fair), Train rides (spring, summer 
and fall))
Talk with youth and make them part of the 
master planning/construction process
Place to exhibit art work (inside and out); 
there is an art council in Buckingham Court-
house
Sculptural element – maybe a sculpture of 
Stephen Ellis with children
Some of the youth have expressed interest 
in basketball court, swimming pool, bowling 
and a skate park
Amphitheather
Picnic shelters

•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

Wilbert Dean shares his experiences at the Buckingham 
Training School.
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DESIGN CHARETTE

Following the initial meeting and site visit, Wen-
dy Jacobson’s Graduate Landscape Architecture 
Studio embarked on an intensive two week design 
charette.  Building upon the information gath-
ered on site and the stories shared by the commu-
nity, the students worked to understand the site 
physically as well as historically and emotionally.  
The results of this intensive design exercise were 
fi ve conceptual designs for Ellis Acres Memorial 
Park.  Each design is shaped by the physical at-
tributes of the site as well as the memories and 
ideas shared in the initial community meeting.

The students presented their preliminary drawings to the 
CDAC Team for review on September 10th.  Here Yining 
Xu describes her design concept.
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DESIGN CONCEPT 1: EMPOWERMENT THROUGH EDUCATION

The key objectives of the Empowerment through 
Education design concept were to celebrate the 
history and achievements of African American 
education, to preserve the memories of the site 
and to create opportunities for new memories 
and future growth of the site.  The concept has 
four major components:

The Historic Core is the heart of the site.   
This space is entered through an amphithe-
atre designed to also serve as a set of memo-
rial steps which represent both the long walk 
to school encountered by many students at 
Buckingham Training School as well as more 
abstractly the diffi cult struggle for equal 
education for African Americans.  At the top 
of the steps the footprint of the building has 
been designed as a memorial garden space.  
At the other side of the garden is the reno-
vated building with an open meadow beyond.

•

The second component on the site is the 
parking lot and playground.  This would be 
the point of entry for visitors and is connect-
ed to the historic core via a tree lined path.
A multi-purpose playing fi eld is to be located 
between the parking and the historic core.  
The last component is the woodland area.  
This will include walking trails, an educa-
tional wetland and picnic pavilions.

•

•

•
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DESIGN CONCEPT 2: CONNECTING THE LAYERS OF THE PAST AND FUTURE

The Connecting the Layers of the Past and Fu-
ture design concept looks at the site as a series of 
layers; past and future.  It seeks to fi nd a unify-
ing layer to create a cohesive sense of place that 
will grow and change with time, while preserving 
the history of the site.  As such, in this design it 
becomes important to preserve and celebrate the 
existing features on the site such as topography, 
vegetation and the remains of structures.  The 
design also calls for creating new recreation op-
portunities in the park such as tennis and basket-
ball.  The existing building would be renovated 
and extended into the landscape through the ad-
dition of decks.  An amphitheatre would provide 
a new event space in the community.  Walking 
paths, picnic pavilions and a stream side terrace 
would all pull visitors into the woodland area.  
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DESIGN CONCEPT 3: FRONT YARD, BACK YARD MEMORIAL PARK

The key objectives of the Front Yard, Back Yard 
Memorial Park design concept are to create a 
space that brings the community together, is a 
landmark for the town, remembers and celebrates 
African American education and the important 
roles of teachers and provides opportunities for 
recreation and community gathering.  The idea 
of a memorial space with a front yard and a back 
yard provides a structural layout for the design.  
The memorial space is at the center of the site 
both physically and psychologically.  This space 
is a sculptural piece constructed in the footprint 
of the former school building.  In the front yard 
area is a large open lawn edged with ornamental 
plants.  With a stage at one end, this space could 
be used for outdoor events such as weddings, 
music performances or craft fairs.  Behind the 
memorial sculpture is the renovated building and 
beyond this one enters the backyard area.  In this 
more private space the playground and picnic pa-
vilions are located.  The wooded area beyond the 

backyard contains a walking path which brings visi-
tors on a woodland walk by the stream.  To the north 
of the front yard and separated by terraced seating 
is a recreation area with a multipurpose fi eld, re-
strooms, concessions, a tennis court and a skating 
rink.  
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DESIGN CONCEPT 4: GATEWAY MEMORIAL PARK

In the Gateway Memorial Park design concept 
an axis is created that provides a sequence of en-
try and experience for the visitor.  This sequence 
starts with a large gateway at the park entrance.  
This gateway could be a place where teachers’ 
names are inscribed or some aspect of the history 
of the site is remembered.  The gateway frames 
the view through the park as well as creating a 
threshold experience.  Once through the gateway, 
the visitor enters an open lawn space.  At the top 
of this fi eld is the outline of a structure with crape 
myrtles planted at the corners.  This is all that 
remains of the building that once stood here.  Be-
hind this memorial space is the renovated build-
ing.  Following this axis, the visitor follows the 
path further into the park and comes across some 
brick seating areas.  The bricks here could be in-
scribed with the names of donors to the park, thus 
recalling the Pennies for Bricks program.  The 
axis ends with a constructed pond at the con-

fl uence of the two creeks.  Paths wind through the 
woodland area with openings in the canopy for 
picnic areas.  Just north of the entrance is a rec-
reation zone with basketball, tennis and a small 
fi eld.
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DESIGN CONCEPT 5: A SUSTAINABLE EDUCATION PARK

The key design objectives of the Sustainable Edu-
cation Park concept are to create a park that cel-
ebrates the agricultural heritage of the region, of-
fers opportunities for environmental education, 
engages the entire community and is a sustain-
able landscape.  All aspects of the design incorpo-
rate the principles of sustainable design; water is 
slowed down and captured for reuse on the site, 
native and drought tolerant plants are selected, 
existing vegetation is preserved and the building 
would be renovated using sustainable materials 
and to energy effi cient standards.  The agricul-
tural past would be celebrated through commu-
nity garden plots and an orchard on site.  The 
sustainable design elements and the agricultural 
elements along with the existing habitats on site 
would provide environmental education oppor-
tunities.  As a park for the entire community, the 
design also includes recreational opportunities 
and civic gathering spaces.
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SEPTEMBER 14TH: STUDIO PRESENTATION AND COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

On September 14th, the CDAC Team and Gradu-
ate Landscape Architecture Studio traveled back 
to Dillwyn to present the results of the design 
charette.  The students each presented their de-
sign concept and then the fl oor was opened for 
discussion and feedback from Ellis Acres Memo-
rial Park, Inc. and the community members in at-
tendance.  From this discussion the CDAC team 
compiled a list of community preferences for the 
next iteration of the site design:

ADA accessibility for the site is important
Memorial concept preferences included: 

Steps
Gateway
Outline of old school structure
Etching the teachers names into a perma-
nent structure
Sculpture of Mr. Ellis or others

Include picnic pavilions near the playground 
areas
Add space for bus parking and drop-off 
Include amphitheater or event space with 
covered structure
Fruit trees and other elements that celebrate 
agricultural heritage/pride in place are im-
portant 
Include elements that the youth of the com-
munity would like to see (skate park, basket-
ball court, etc.)
Opportunities for outdoor education and 
demonstrations of conservation and sustain-
ability in the site design

Opportunities to access and interact with 
water on the site
Plant identifi cation
Gardens/plantings with botanical value 
(natives, historically important species, 
etc).

Places to exhibit art work
Connect the park to Main Street 

•
•

◊
◊
◊
◊

◊
•

•
•

•

•

•

◊

◊
◊

•
•

Community members getting a closer look at the design 
concepts.

Professor Wendy Jacobson introducing the student design 
work.
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CDAC DESIGN PROCESS

After the September 14th meeting in Dillwyn, the 
CDAC Team reviewed the student design con-
cepts in light of the comments made by the com-
munity.  The strengths and weaknesses of each 
design were analyzed and categorized.  The most 
compelling features of the fi ve student designs 
were then distilled into two design concept op-
tions for Ellis Acres Memorial Park.
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PRELIMINARY CONCEPT A

Ellis Acres Memorial Park: 
A Sculptural Landscape

Giving Form to the Past, Shaping the Future

In the past, the schools and teachers on the El-
lis Acres Memorial Park site provided formative 
experiences for the children who attended them.  
This site helped shape the people they would 
become, and now as some of these same com-
munity members come forward to create a park 
on this site, the site once again provides an op-
portunity to shape the future of this community.  
This design concept takes the site as ground for a 
sculptural intervention into the layers of history 
to create a park for the future.  Each element was 
considered from a sculptural perspective, from 
the memorial structure to the playground.

Sculptural landscape concept diagram.

Topography is central to this design concept.  At 
the peak and core of the site, the memorial struc-
ture is located within the footprint of the old 
school house.  Surrounding, but a step down from 
the core, are elements which embrace and build 
upon the historic past while shaping the future 
such as the playground and the memorial steps.  
Stepping down further from the peak, places for 
activities such as walking and playing sports have 
been sculpted into the site.  The concept empha-
sizes the grade changes which delineate the dif-
ferent areas of use and interpretation.

The features of this design concept fall into 
three categories:

• Core Memorial Space
Memorial structure
Renovated building

• Secondary Core-Embracing Spaces
Memorial steps
Historically interpretive    

 playground
Historic elements trail

• Tertiary Activity Spaces
Parking
Bio-infi ltration
Terraced grass seating
Open recreation area
Trails
Picnic pavilions
Stream observation
Potential trail connection to   

 downtown via unused rail spur

These features are structured on-site according 
to the design concept.  The core memorial space 
has the most direct link to the history of the site, 
the secondary core-embracing spaces build on 
and incorporate the history of the site and the 
tertiary activity spaces look to the future.  All of 
these spaces will provide formative experiences 
for future generations using and enjoying the 
park. 

◊
◊

◊
◊

◊

◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
◊
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PRELIMINARY CONCEPT B

Ellis Acres Memorial Garden Park: 
Outdoor Learning and Recreation in 

Buckingham County

The Buckingham Training School taught the 
youth the importance of education, family, 
friendship, and community. Students and teach-
ers explored the woods, the creek, and enjoyed 
their time at the Buckingham Training School for 
many years.  Building upon this legacy of educa-
tion, Ellis Acres Memorial Park is designed as a 
learning landscape focused on outdoor educa-
tion.  As such, the design incorporates garden 
space and makes reference to the region’s agri-
cultural context through the use of fruit trees.

The key components of this design are as fol-
lows:

This landscape will embrace the history  
and memories associated with this site        
through designed garden spaces such as a 
garden within the footprint of the old school 
building.  Using plants to outline the shape 
of the old school building will provide a 
pleasant garden space for weddings or other 
events.
The park will also become a large outdoor 
classroom, teaching future generations about 
sustainability and the environment.  
At the entrance of the park, there will be a 
gateway with an allee of fruit trees on either 
side.  This gateway will serve as a threshold 
experience which leads the visitor into the 
memorial garden. The material of the gate-
way could be material from the site, such as 
slate or brick.  The gateway could provide a 
place to memorialize the teachers who taught 
at the schools on this site.
The playground, the orchard along the front 
entrance, the wetland along the creek and 
the garden in the brick seating area will all 
provide outdoor educational experiences.

•

•

•

•
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OCTOBER 26TH: CDAC PRESENTATION AND COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

On October 26th the CDAC Team returned to 
Dillwyn to present two refi ned design concepts.  
The meeting was held in the evening to allow 
school children and their parents to attend and 
inform the design process.  Community members 
in attendance provided feedback and CDAC used 
these suggestions to refi ne the concepts into a 
single fi nal design. Suggestions included:

Youth expressed interest in a skate park and 
basketball court
Keep the playground near parking
Separate the tot lot from the older children’s 
playground
Create a seating area which allows for views 
of all play areas
Design an interactive water feature for chil-
dren since there is no local pool
Incorporate educational elements into the 
playground
Create a park that serves as a fi eld trip loca-
tion for local schools
Allow for additional parking
Fence the perimeter of the park, except along 
Camden Road at the front of the site
Locate restrooms centrally
Include memorial steps and a covered me-
morial structure 
Incorporate the idea of sculptural picnic 
pavilions

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•



ELLIS ACRES MEMORIAL PARK 26

FINAL MASTER PLAN

Ellis Acres Memorial Park: 
A Sculptural Landscape

Giving Form to the Past, Shaping the Future

Based on the preferences expressed at the com-
munity meeting, the CDAC Team chose to work 
with Preliminary Concept A to refi ne it into a fi nal 
master plan for Ellis Acres Memorial Park.  The 
fi nal plan is based on the same design concept 
as Preliminary Concept A (page 21) with some 
layout modifi cations to address the community 
feedback received at the October 26th meeting.  
The modifi cations to the plan are as follows:

The recreation area has been programmed: 
a basketball court and skate park have been 
sited along with space for potential skate 
park expansion.
The play areas for different age groups have 
been separated.
A seating area between the two playgrounds 
allows parents to view children in both areas.
A perimeter fence has been located along the 
edges other than Camden Road.
Two additional parking spaces have been 
added.

For the Final Master Plan, the design features 
have been worked out in greater detail.  Follow-
ing are illustrations and explanations of the ma-
jor site features. 

The Core Memorial Space will contain both the 
Memorial Structure as well as the renovated 
building, which would house historical exhibi-
tion and community gathering spaces.

•

•

•

•

•

The Memorial Structure is the centerpiece of the 
park.  The footprint of the former school building 
is defi ned with a low stone wall and a hedge just 
behind it.  There is a covered space to be used for 
events such as weddings, concerts or plays as well 
as an arbor and open patio space.  The two sides 
of the building contain open roofed garden rooms 
with living walls, formal plantings, benches, and 
features such as fountains or sculptures.  The par-
tial walls of the covered structure would be made 
of relief sculptures of people or events associated 
with the history of this site.   The materials and 
form of the Memorial Structure should play off of 
the form and materials of the remaining building 
on site.  Wood, vines, and slate are all materials 
found on-site which could be incorporated into 
the design.

A relief sculpture de-
picts a scene.

Sketch of Memorial Structure

The renovation design of the existing building 
should be integrated into the park master plan 
design.  It is suggested that the building expand 
into the landscape with the addition of a large 
wrap around deck or porch.

Top: Ancient Greek relief sculpture.
Left: Elizabeth Catlett print.  This idea could be trans-
lated into a relief sculpture.
Right: A cutout sculpture tells a story.
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FINAL MASTER PLAN

The Secondary Core-Embracing Spaces will con-
tain the Memorial Steps, the Historic Elements 
Trail, and the Playground.  

The Memorial Steps are the main entry into the 
site.  They represent the struggle for equal educa-
tion for African Americans in this country as well 
as the long walks many students were required to 
make to get to school.  The steps offer a thresh-
old experience as the visitor climbs them to ar-
rive at the Memorial Structure.  The risers of the 
steps offer a place to memorialize the teachers so 
important in the memories of this site.  Names 
and quotes could be inscribed on these steps and 
would be seen by visitors as they pull into the 
parking lot.  An adjoining ramp allows all visi-
tors to experience the same entry sequence and 
threshold experience. 

The Historic Elements Trail is a short connector 
trail that brings the visitor through an area which 
contains an old well, the remains of an old garden 
where irises and yucca plants still grow and the 
remnants of another structure.  This trail would 
reveal some of the history of the site to this visitor 
in a less formal manner than the memorial spac-
es.  There is the possibility that more historical 
elements will be unearthed in the process of con-
structing this park.  If these items must be dis-
placed and are deemed appropriate, they could 
also be located along this path or in in the com-
munity building.

Sketch of Memorial Steps with ramp and plantings.

Steps with inscriptions on the risers.  Teach-
ers’ names could be inscribed on the Memo-
rial Step risers.

The Playground encompasses a large area with a 
small playground for young children and a larger 
area for older children.  These two spaces are di-
vided by curved seating areas which allow par-
ents to watch children playing in both areas.  The 
playground spaces incorporate both historical 
and educational elements.  These spaces will be 
sculpted into the site using landforms and they 
will be less programmed than traditional play-
ground designs.  For the younger children, the 
play structures would incorporate forms and edu-
cational elements from the natural world such as 
leaf shaped tunnels or a fl ower measuring wall.  
In the older children’s play area the historical ele-
ments found on the site would be integrated into 
the design.  A play well could serve as a water fea-
ture or as a sandbox element.  Slate walls would 
be reminiscent of old chalkboards and would 
allow the children space to express themselves.  
The playground design is very important as this 
site feature will shape and infl uence future gen-
erations of Buckingham residents.  

Leaf-like tunnels and a fl ower measuring wall.
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Top: Play well as a water feature.
Left: Slate wall in Charlottesville.
Right: Playground made with landforms.

The Tertiary Activity Spaces will include pic-
nic pavilions, terraced grass seating, recreation 
space, restrooms, trails, a stream observation 
boardwalk, a potential trail connection to down-
town, parking and bio-infi ltration.

There are picnic pavilions located adjacent to the 
playground as well as tucked back into the woods 
along the trails.  The three pavilions surround-
ing the playground would provide nice spaces 
for events with children such as birthday parties 
or family cookouts.  There is one along an ADA 
trail in close proximity to the building as well as 
handicapped parking.  This pavilion would meet 
the needs of a group with elderly or physically

The pavilion at the Blacksburg Skate park was designed 
and built by architecture students at Virginia Tech.  The 
wood used was harvested on site.

The picnic pavilion provides a design opportunity.

challenged guests.  Another is located off of a trail 
deeper into the park.  This space would provide 
a private gathering space as well as serve as an 
outdoor classroom.  The design of the picnic pa-
vilions offers an interesting design opportunity.  
It is suggested that instead of purchasing prefab-
ricated shelters, Ellis Acres Memorial Park, Inc. 
could engage an architecture class or set of stu-
dents in a design-build exercise to create unique 
site-specifi c shelters.

Terraced grass seating has been designed to take 
up the grade change from the parking lot down to 
the recreation space.  A grass path cuts through 
the terraces bringing the visitor down into the 
recreation space.  The seating provides a nice 
place for spectators to sit and watch the events 
below.

Sketch of terraced grass seating.



ELLIS ACRES MEMORIAL PARK 29

FINAL MASTER PLAN

The recreation space has been programmed to 
include a basketball court and a skate park.  The 
suggested minimum size for a skate park is 10,000 
square feet which is the space currently allotted 
in the design.  An area for future expansion of the 
skate park has also been demarcated.  It is rec-
ommended that a permanent concrete skate park 
be designed and installed.  The specifi c compo-
nents requested by the youth in attendance of 
the community meeting were a grind pipe, half 
pipe, pyramid, and fun box.  For safety reasons 
the skate park should be fenced and have one 
entrance where the rules are posted.  The park 
should also be designed to accommodate skaters 
of various skill levels as well as rollerblades. More 
information on skate park design considerations 
has been included in the appendix.

Restroom facilities have been located between 
the recreation space and the playground to ac-
commodate all park users.  The structure has 
also been sited in such a way to block views of the 
overhead power line corridor.
 
Within the park there is approximately half a mile 
of trail length.  These trails include formal paved 
sidewalks in the core memorial space, ADA acces-
sible unpaved trails and running or hiking trails. 
The ADA trail could be designed as a botanical 
trail with labeled trees and plants.  Along one of 
the hiking trails a boardwalk has been designed to 
allow visitors close contact with the stream with-
out causing damage and erosion.  There is also 
the possibility that a trail could be constructed 
within the park to connect 

A concrete skate park.

to a future greenway designed to make use of an 
old rail spur which connects to Main Street.

Sketch of boardwalk trail for creek observation.

Finally, parking has been designed to be both 
convenient to all the park amenities as well as 
bring the visitor into the site following a se-
quence of entry.  The memorial structure would 
be visible as the visitor approaches and as they 
pull in and park at the foot of a small planted 
hillside, the memorial steps and their inscrip-
tions become the focus.  No matter where the 
visitor goes from the parking lot, it has been 
made clear that the memorial core is an im-
portant and valuable space.  The parking lot 
has also been designed to deal with the excess 
storm water created by the impervious surface 
by draining it into vegetated infi ltration basins.  
An access drive and additional parking spaces 
have been located next to the existing structure.    
A pull through area at the entrance would al-
low for bus drop off and parking.  In the case 
of a large event on the site, additional parking 
could be provided downtown with a shuttle bus 
service to bring visitors to the park. The total 
number of parking spaces provided in the con-
ceptual design for the site is 17 regular parking 
spaces and 2 handicapped parking spaces.
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NOVEMBER 30TH: CDAC PRESENTATION AND COMMUNITY FEEDBACK

On November 30th the CDAC team returned to 
Dillwyn for the fi nal presentation of the com-
pleted master plan.  The fi nal design was well 
received by both community members and rep-
resentatives of the Town of Dillwyn.  One fi nal re-
quest called for incorporating a tennis court into 
the fi nal design.  The drawing below illustrates 
the possible location of a tennis court in the rec-
reation area between the basketball court and the 
skate park.

An illustration of a tennis court sited in the recreation area. The tennis court would limit the available space for future 
skate park expansion.

Meeting attendees listening to the fi nal presentation.
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CONCLUSION

Ellis Acres Memorial Park, Inc. is now situated 
in a position to actively seek funding for their 
new park.  With the plans and report prepared 
by CDAC the design process is well on its way. 
The site, with its rich history, varied physical fea-
tures, and proximity to downtown Dillwyn, will 
prove to be an invaluable gem for the communi-
ty. The passion, organization, commitment, and 
momentum of the Ellis Acres Memorial Park, Inc. 
organization will provide the park with what will 
be required to see this project through to comple-
tion.
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POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES

Potential funding sources and resources for Ellis 
Acres Memorial Park, Inc. 

Virginia Department of Conservation and Recre-
ation
Land and Water Conservation Funding
• Park is in the VA Outdoors Plan so it is 
eligible
• Proposals due in April and November
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/recreational_plan-
ning/vof.shtml

Virginia African American heritage Program
• A program of Virginia Foundation for the 
Humanities
• Rosenwald School Grants 
• May be eligible for a grant relating to Afri-
can American Heritage or history
http://www.aaheritageva.org/
http://www.virginiafoundation.org/

Transportation Enhancements Funding
• May offer funding for a Rails to Trails 
connection
http://www.vdot.virginia.gov/projects/pr-en-
hancegrants.asp

National Park Service 
Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Pro-
gram
• May offer free assistance for a Rails to 
Trails effort
http://www.nps.gov/rtca

Virginia Department of Forestry
National Urban and Community Forestry Pro-
gram
http://treelink.org/nucfac/

The Grantsmanship Center
Virginia Community Foundations
• Lists foundations that give grants
http://www.tgci.com/grants/Virginia/commu-
nity.asp

Federal Grants
There are over 1,000 grant programs offered by 
all Federal grant-making agencies.
http://www.grants.gov

A Proposal Writing Short Course
http://fdncenter.org/learn/shortcourse/prop1.
html

Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail
It was suggested at a community meeting that 
this site might be eligible to be put on the trail.

The Civil Rights in Education Heritage Trail tour 
was established by Old Dominion Resource Con-
servation & Development Council.
http://olddominionrcd.org/

The trail is managed by Virginia’s Retreat, a 
tourism marketing consortium comprised of the 
counties of Amelia, Appomattox, Brunswick, 
Buckingham, Charlotte, Cumberland, Dinwid-
die, Halifax, Lunenburg, Mecklenburg, Notto-
way and Prince Edward and the City of Peters-
burg.
http://www.varetreat.com/index.asp
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SKATE PARK DESIGN RESOURCES

There are three options for skate park design; 
there are portable wooden ramps, metal modu-
lar ramps and permanent concrete skate parks.  
These options range in price from $20,000-
$200,000.  While it is the most expensive op-
tion, it is recommended that the skate park on 
site be made of concrete instead of wood or 
metal ramps.  This will cut down on noise as well 
as add durability.    It is however important that 
all options are considered, thus an article from 
Landscape Architecture Magazine explaining the 
three options has been included.  

If a concrete skate park is the chosen option, it is 
highly recommended that industry profession-
als be hired for the design and construction of 
the skate park.  A resource to refer to when the 
process of designing a skate park begins is: 
www.skateparkguide.com
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SOIL SURVEY

Buckingham County, Virginia (VA029)

The soil survey on www.va.nrcs.usda.gov 
had no soil data available for Buckingham 
County, VA, as indicated in the “Soil Data Avail-
able from Web Soil Survey” pane in the “Area of 
Interest Properties” panel. 
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SCHOOLS IN BUCKINGHAM COUNTY

Current schools and addresses in the Town of 
Dillwyn and Buckingham County:

Buckingham County School 
Board Offi ce
P. O. Box 24
15595 W. James Anderson Road
Buckingham, VA 23921

Buckingham County High School
HC-02 Box 376
78 Knights Road
Buckingham, VA 23921

Buckingham County Middle School
HC-02 Box 374-A
1184 High School Road
Buckingham, VA 23921

Buckingham Primary School
HC-02 Box 375
77 Buckingham Primary Road
Buckingham, VA 23921

Dillwyn Primary School
Rt. 1 Box 310
52 Dillwyn Primary Road
Dillwyn, VA 23936

Dillwyn Elementary School
Rt. 1 Box 310
40 Frank Harris Road
Dillwyn, VA 23936

Gold Hill Elementary School
59 Gold Hill Elementary Road
Rt. 1 Box 173-A
New Canton, VA 23123
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Memorandum for Record: African American 
Schools in Buckingham County 

Below are the small elementary schools of Buck-
ingham County from 1924 until 1964.
Some schools consisted of one room with one 
teacher instructing grades one through seven. A 
few schools had two teachers to teach the seven 
grades. A fewer number of schools had three and 
four rooms with three or four teachers or princi-
pal/teacher to teach the seven grades.

The schools were:
1. Cedar Elementary School
2. Carter’s Field Elementary School
3. Chestnut Grove Elementary School
4. Diana Mills Elementary School
5. Fork Union Elementary School
6. Gannaway Elementary School
7. George Washington Carver Elementary
 School
8. Liberty Elementary School
9. Mourner’s Valley Elementary School
10. Oak Grove Elementary School
11. Red Bottom Elementary School
12. Ridgeway Elementary School
13. Salem Elementary School
14. Saratoga Elementary School
15. Slate River Elementary School
16. Deep Bottom Elementary School
17. Saint Joy Elementary School
18. Tongue Quarter Elementary School
19. Union Grove Elementary School
20. Warminster Elementary School
21. Zion Grove Elementary School

A small number of students from these schools 
completing the seventh grade attended Bucking-
ham Training School [1923 – 1954]. The Train-
ing School Structure was converted to Stephen 
J. Ellis Elementary School in 1954. Some of the 
one room schools were closed, and students 
were diverted to Stephen J. Ellis Elementary 
School. All of these schools then became feeder 

schools for high school students attending 
Carter G. Woodson High School [1954 -1964]. 
When the school system was integrated all of 
these schools were closed, except the high school 
which was renamed and became an elementary 
school.

SCHOOLS IN BUCKINGHAM COUNTY
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SCHOOLS IN BUCKINGHAM COUNTY

Teachers at the African American Schools in 
Buckingham County:

Individuals that served as principal or principal/
teacher and taught grades eight through 11 at 
Buckingham Training School are as follows:  
1. Reverend Bolling, Richmond Virginia, 
principal/teacher, 1924-1925, grades 8-11; his 
two students were Georgia Ann Morgan [Robin-
son] and Burton Ellis [Rev Stephen J. Ellis niece 
and son].
2. Thomas Dabney, Richmond Virginia, 
principal/teacher, 1925-1929, grades 8-11, his 
seven students were Gertrude Onion, Inez Lyles 
[Kerr], Beatrice Payne, Althea Benford, Richard 
Peagram [Petersburg, VA.], Georgia Ann Mor-
gan, and Irene Jones.
3. George Benford, principal/teacher, 1929-
1930, grades 8-11, his three students were 
Georgia Ann Morgan, Irene Jones, and Richard 
Peagram.
4. Paul Spraggs, principal 1943.
5. Samuel E. Smith, principal/teacher, 1943-
1944, ninth grade.
6. Irvin Brown, principal, 1945.
7. George Frank Harris, principal, 1947-
1954.

Individuals that served as teachers and taught 
one to four grade levels ranging fi rst grade to 
11th grade at the Buckingham Training School 
are cited below.
Irene Jones Darnell, Georgia Ann Morgan 
Robinson, Richard Walter Pegram, Willa L. 
Jones Hemmings, Melissa A. Webber, Virginia 
Miller, Athalia Myrtle Binford, Beatrice Payne, 
I. W. Brown, Estherlyn W. Cosby Allen , Elsie M. 
Gray, David N. Henderson, Walter Randolph, 
William J. Kerr, Carroll P. Powell, Blanche 
Bolling, Rebecca Scott Lee, William Jennings, 
Deborah B. Thompson, Addie Maxine Perkin-
son, Thomas Washington, M. Elizabeth Hoyles, 
Bernard J. Brown, Irene Wilson, Amanda Jones, 

Annie Bland, Geraldine Stewart, G. A. Minifee, 
George H. Binford, Adele B. Martin, Beatrice 
Ellis, William C. Calloway, Florence Pollard, 
Elsie M. Guy, L. P. Jones, Irene E. Wilson, 
Allen Gooden, Jr., Americus Harris, J. Phil-
lip Walker, Mattie V. Patterson, Betty Wilson, 
Louise Spraggs, Christian Gooden, Rosa N. Lo-
gan, Bertha L. Froe, S. B. Thrift, S. C. Bole, Earl 
S. Braxton, Willa S. Jones, I. W. Brown, Mary 
L. Henson, Esther Randolph, Walter Ran-
dolph, Helen V. Hackett, Magalene D. Hudson, 
Deborah Thompson, Dorothy Carter, Deloris 
Morris and Alfred D. Wilson.

Individuals that taught at the Stephen J. Ellis 
Elementary School [1954 -1964] are identifi ed 
below. 
Allen C. Gooden, Jr., Principal, Mary E Brown, 
Estherine C. Colman, Penelope P. Forbes, 
Willa J. Hemmings, Carol P. Jones, Virginia L. 
Miller, Mary E. K. Logan, M. Elizabeth Hoyles 
Washington, Georgia M. Robinson, Louise 
Yates, Irene Hamlett, Robert A. Law, Ruby 
Johnson, Charles Willis, Delores Manley, Flor-
ence Williams, Jean Edwards, Levi Wilson, 
Claiborne Johnson and Olean Hatchett. 
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