
Library Support for Liberal 
Arts Data

Amanda French, Director of Digital Research 
Services, VT University Libraries

@amandafrench 



Data is not neutral.

How it is collected, arranged, 
described, curated, structured, 

managed, and displayed affects 
interpretation.



You have data.

The objects of your study (texts, 
images, audio, video, etc.) are 
data or can be treated as such.



The library preserves, provides 
access to, and, increasingly, 

designs, curates, manages, and 
creates humanities data.
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Services and systems we currently provide: 

● Open Conference Systems
● Open Journal Systems
● VTechWorks
● Some scanning, mostly of our own Special Collections
● Some online delivery of digital primary source collections
● Some project support (Mapping the Fourth, VTArtWorks, etc.)
● Some consulting services and special software support, especially in 

PORT, the Digital Research Commons



Services and systems we plan to provide:

● VTechData
● Better on-demand scanning
● Better online delivery of digital primary sources
● Better and more sustainable project support
● Contribution of digital content to international initiatives and platforms 

(HathiTrust, DPLA, etc.)
● Skills training and workshops
● Events and exhibits



Thanks!

alfrench@vt.edu


