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The Africdn Buridl Ground

A Thesis subrniTted by Kdy Edge To The Foou|Ty of \Arginio Polytechnic InsTiTuTe ond SToTe
Universiiy in findl fuIfiIImenT of The requiremenTs for The degree of I\/Ioster of ArchiTecTure
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-

"'Through The creative dialectic between The Temporal and TheÜ; T
gggg__» g F·_,__‘ eternal, There necessarily occurs a form of integration betweenotnenrrise bbreiv Tneoreiio ond brognnotio ooorooones- AnotherQT 1; LT; benefit of This realization - The realization that all Things are com-

2* T .····· posed of constants and variables — is That, if seriously embraced, it
actlvely encourages honest lnaulry, renaerlng rhe lvvln aangers ervT‘*T: ,__*T—TT 2TT_‘

g Fundamentalism and Relativism equally impotent, for universal
¥# L TTTTT-E é;1TT?¢: -TTT justice has its own means of dealing with individuals who mistakenly

,yy j; believe that They possess The Absolute Truth, or, conversely, Think that
_.TT Qg T TGVGVVTMTIQ T3 VGIGHVQTTTT T

.2 TVTTLT gT___.;;Q.TTT_Q; Kenneth Guthrie The haorean Sourcebook and Libra
T- ‘T* T==TT jTT 2 il. Q 1 TT

- TT. T-TTT;TTTT ; , _ „ „ , . . .
Qi-Ljé Ä TTT This Thesls IS Trlparllte. IT IS at once a search for The universal principlesTT TT of good architecture. an archlrecrs personal search for what is

L;..Q-,1_;-;__ .1 2.T€.jÜTTTTTTi?§äj2T;·TT-- T LTTTYTT valuable, ana The exploration of some particular ideas in a particu-TTTTTTT T-;,Q; TT;TT-TT—jgÄ?lT--T Iar project. The successful Thesis joins The universal and The particular
Q; and calls into use The rational and The intuitive. The Thesis beganTFTFTÄ TTTT2;;; with gn gttenwof To ngrne sonne of These universgls gnd fronn Thenn To

fe? dlstill same "clear ana alsrlner 2 ideas about the making er arenlrep-
QÄQLTTe Ture. Together These ideas make a manifesto, not in a positivisticsense but rotner os o wov of beginning tnis "oregtive dioieotio“Q,--TT- js*TT1f# between universal ana particular. They are ultimately ra help aa-TTTT dress The issue of significance in architecture.

"...wiThouT sensibility no object would be given to us, without under-
standing no object would be thought. Thoughts without content are

empty, intuitions without concepts are bIind... Only Through Their union can knowledge arise."' 3
Kant Critiue of Pure Reason

ln The Critiue of Pure Reason Kant provides us with a kind of reconciliation between empiricism and rationalism;
and an architect needs This reconciliation because The end product ot what we do is perceived through the
senses: we see It. touch it. hear it; we directly experience it, but there is also a rational pleasure to be found in
significant architecture; in fact it is not significant architecture unless there is a rational idea. Kant defines reason as
"the faculty which furnishes us with the principles of knowledge a priori." 3 These a priori principles of sensibiliiy are
time and space, the necessary conditions for perceiving which are built into The structure of the mind. While expe-
rience of the external world provides us with the material for knowledge, the reception of this material presupposes
these principles. In KanT"s epistemology, then, reason and experience together give us knowledge. Knowledge
"begins with" but does not "arise out of" 3 experience. In this same way the making of architecture presupposes the



rotiondl ideo. Architecture moy begin with function, budget, site,
progrom ond humdn behovior, but it does not orise out of these
prcgmcmc Concema . .
A6 W- T- Jehee he6 eeihtee eet Th The CteeeteetMthe-thehteTe eeheieeree hv eethe te be the erehetvee et hehheh reeeeh-fjfjtiehe geehhetrv. es "the setehee which eeterrhthee ther>rer>ertTe6OrOOOOO-,·· 6 is porticulorly reiemnr rO rrre mchirecr. ir is ¤ wceverOOrrOOOO rr„O rOrrrOr ··OOOOOOOO OOOOOpraO¤,·* ¤ii¤wi¤g the crchttectteetevteee rettehet “¤heetethhThe" T tet eh ehhettve- eeethette Teee-ttTSe rheehe et rettehettzthe ehe reetizihe- e wev et retethihe tetheoriginolemotive imoge. The orchitecturol expression of thisrqtionolyet

oesthetic ideo is the plon qnd the section. For Vitruvius it is
theEiizlorrongementof these ports, the plon, the section ond the perspec-

rriOr mqkesOrchirecture."lf
we judge objects merely occording to (rqtionol) concepts,thenG"
'@PT@$@“T¤Tl°“ et b@¤UW TS Test-“
8Kenf ee et JeeehhehtReoson

is only cz portioi bridge to the moking of significont qrchitec—”:···E::_:tureqnd in The I\/lodulor Corbusier cqutions ogoinst relying on geom-
jetryond Ieoving on drchitecture without significonce. Therotionqlideo

is necessory but not sufficient for the moking of drchitecture. i
The orchitect must ocknowledge thot which connot beexpressedpureiy

with rqtionql concepts——the possionote, the spirituol.
ijKontdistinguishes the desthetic ideo from the rqtionol one. To judge
on object os beoutiful is not ci logicdl judgement but dn qestheticol one. lt might be orgued thot on oesthetic
ideo is in some wdy olso ci rotiondl one ond thot Kont's distinction is folse, but certoinly the rdtionole of beouty is
different from the pureiy rotionql ideo. Beouty somehow tronscends the rotionol. One hos only to think of
Ronchomp. Benedeito Croce hos soid thot this difference is the reoson the field of ciesthetics wos invented.

Aquinos ond Kierkegoord beiieved thot humqn reosoning stopped ot o certoin point ond whqt wos beyond thot
wos intuited. For Aquinos, humdn reoson wos qided by divine revelotion, "the infusion of grqtuitous light." 9
Kierkegoord drew o distinction between knowledge ond fqith believing thot objective knowledge of God wos
impossible. To go beyond objective knowledge to the spiritudl involves q "Ieop of fqith." ‘° In this some wdy the
moking of drchitecture requires us to leqve one wdy of thinking ond to embroce qnother. This leqp is the unteoch-
oble port of drchitecture.

There is then q different wdy of knowing besides the rdtionol. lt might be cqlled tdcit knowing or intuition. Corl



Jung spoke obouT IT in This woy:"l hdve exploined ThoT logicdl
ThoughT is whoT is expressed in words dIrecTed To The ouTside world in
The form of discourse. Anologicol ThoughT is sensed yeT unredl.
Imogined yeT siIenT; IT Is noT o discourse buT roTher o mediToTion on

„ I · Themes of The posT, dn InTerIor monologue. Logicol ThoughT is "Think—
Ing in words." Anologicol ThoughT is orchoic, unexpressed, ond

,;;~_ procTIcolly inexpressible in words."' II

While science uses empiricism To collecT doTo ond roTionolism To
onolyze ond form universol principles, This meThod of moking orchI—

. TecTure would be (ond hos been) disosTrous. The mechonisTic op-
prooch is noT o soTisfocTory one for IT sTrips orchiTecTure of meoning
ond reduces IT To noThing buT o builT progrom, no beTTer Thon o
bubble diogom. ArchiTecTure Is noT mode from The funcTion ThoT o
building is To hove; IT does noT orise ouT of The predicTion of whoT
humon behovior mighT be nor is IT dependenT upon The chordcTer of
o porficulor siTe. Any fool con moke o house. Only when The houseI embodies o rofionole of beouiy does IT become orchiTecTure.

. ‘ ’•:

- g "Thus hisTory ends by being exfruded from The sphere of knowledge
olTogeTher ond we dre lefi wiTh The conclusion ThoT whoT The hIsTo—
rion oioos warn rno Individuol focT is noT ro know or Think ir our ro
somehow inTuiT iTs volue; on ocTivITy on The whole okin To ThoT of The

" T orTisT." I2
3 1 Collingwood The ldeo of HisTo

Significonce in orchiTecure Is inexTrIcobly Tied To hisTory ond memory
buT IT is imporTonT To undersfond hIsTory os someThing more Thon

simple hisToricol fdcT. JusT os hisToricol focT connoT be The bosis for foiTh (hIsToricol verlficoTion ThoT o mon died on
o cross does noT consTiTuTe foifh), The reckless opproprioTion of hisforicol form connoT be The bdsis for orchiTecTure.
YeT The hisToricol evenT or focT hos greof significonce in boTh orchiTecTure ond foiTh. To undersTond hisTory is To
inTuiT The volue of o hisToricol focT, To know The significonce ossigned To iT—in whoT conTexT ond by whom ond To
undersTdnd The memory IT orouses. In The quoTe obove, Windelbond hos sold ThoT The hisTorion’s knowledge of
hisToricdl evenT consisTs of judgemenTs of volue. The sTudy of hisTory is equivolenf To The moking of orf becouse in
deciding whoT hisToricol focTs ore voluoble, The hisforion Is moking on eThicol decision. The oriisf uses o similor kind

y of inTuITive judgemenT obouT whoT is voluoble. WhoT The orchiTecT chooses To do is on expression of whoT he or she
volues. Alon Colquoun hos soid ThoT The orchiTecT musT know hisTory, buT musT guord ogoinsT The "seducTions of
hisTory." The redson The Posf-l\/lodern sTyle hos foiled, he exploins, Is becouse of iTs "Tendency To express The mosT
generol ond Triviol connoToTIons of The posT; IT is merely The posTness of The pdsT ThoT is evoked." I3 lnsTeod of oT-
TempTing To Turn owoy from hisTory or conversely, roTher Thon simply collecTing ond copying The orTefcicTs of hisfory,
we musT odopf The some meThod of invesTigoTion os KonT does in his criTIcdl philosophy. The moking of orchITec-



Ture Is olwoys dn inquiry but IT should be dn inquiry informed of The
·‘"occumuloTedposT" I^ ond one ThoT is prepored To moke o con-
TTTinudtionof ThoT posT. j
_“Appeoroncebelongs dlso To reolityc IT is o form of its being." I5 äTTTT Ü
Nietzsche Posfhumous Froments y T Ti

“ArchiTecTure is judged by The eyes ThoT see, by The heod ThoT y = . T
Turns ond The Iegs ThoT wolk. Architecture is noT o synchronic · y
jphenomenonbuT o successive one mode up of picTures odding
jThemselvesone To The other, following eoch other in Time ond TTTTT T TTT QITÄÄ
Seeee like ¤i¤SieT"I5Le

Corbusier The I\/Iodulor ?
shs5iTlsighris The mosT eveeerive er The sehses. IT is, es PICITO seys in TheTPhdedrus,"The cleoresT er eur sehses... The keehesT mode oT

T
TT

Tperception/'I7 IT is The scene or imdge ThoT is initiolly ond
mostcompellinglyopprehended in orchiTecTure. The woy ThoT hisTory
TpresenTsitself is noT Through moteriol, structure or building Tech- ; . j TTnique;These hdve chonged. Rother, history presenfs iTseIf Through T
Timoge.The imoge is mosf powerful in orousing memory. When TTTTT TTTTTTTT
ljreoson,inTuition ond hisTory ore The meons of ocTing on o"sensu—ous

concepTion," I5 Then The scenogrophy presented is ordtiondlone,
significont os more Thon o vessel ofnosToIgid.I‘‘iÜ,

“FrogmenTs ore in mony coses much more useful Thon greot
T

,
hisforicol ideois ond often form The bosis of o successfulinTerpreTo—Tion

of The posT...We know ThoT To undersfdnd something of The
post we musT dig for smoll forces, for frogmenfs. ...donger ond
chonce ore The most importonf ospecfs of The hisTorion’s work. IT is The chonce To expose The folseness of The
documents, ond To copture The meoning of o frogmenf of Time, ThoT should drive hisforicol reseorch ond inquiry.” I°
Dol Co Persecfo

The project siTe is one block in lower l\/lonhotton neor City Holl, bounded on one side by Broddwoy ond surrounded
on other sides by civic buildings: courthouses, The Holl of Records, ond The Federol Office Tower. In l99l while The

T site wos being prepored for o new federol office Tower, The Africon Buriol Ground wos discovered. Archoeologists
removed more Thon four hundred buriols ond They were ploced in sforoge oT Howord Universi1y for onThropologicol
sTudy ond To owoit o finol Testing ploce. A design compefition wos iniTioTed To gother support for o memoriol To be
built.

HisTory is recorded by Those who hove The power To wriTe Themselves in To one version of history. As on drchoeo—



. logicol find, bones os opposed to documents, this site is ci literol( frogment of o history thot does not oppeor in the documents. lt‘..’ SS provides evidence of dnother force in history. Thot is o port of itsvblub-
j-:.;_-:-;j·;=;;---__-;-E--;-— T --· The title pdge ocknowledges the difficulty, if not impossibility, of

g-- fighting ogdinst economic forces in fovor of something else. Consid-
brinb rbbl GSTOTG bribbs in tbis btbibbt Wbulb nbvbr be

S built- Gttibb bnb rbtbil SPGCG built GS bnbbblv GS bbssiblb bnb bring-inb tltb nnbst rbturn bbt SQUGVG ibbt is tbb inbviibblb Atibr bllT A- “Americo is d lond of privdte wecilth dnd public squdlor." 2° We pdy
_S ’‘‘: for our freedom. The other difficulty olluded to in the title poge is the

problem of remembering o l7th century Africon culture in 2lst cen-T SS SSSSS S T tury Monhotton. The instrument used to oddress this difficulty is the
_ S

ideo of secrecy, on ideo thcit is pen/osive in Africon ort ond culture
. . · SSSS ond which wos olso dn importont element of slove life in Americd.

The first orchitecturol device of secrecy in this project is enclosure.’ An unodorned, uninterrupted concrete woll conforming to the city
block is the outside perimeter of the building. On the interior of this
block o smoll chopel is ploced on the eost-west oxis, dnd the me-
dion ongle between this orientotion ond the city orientotion orders
the ossuory/columborium building. The inside ground level is six feet
obove street level. The prelude to entry is ci smoll plozo contoining
three trees ot ombiguous orientotion. This plozo is bounded on one
side by on existing building designoted to become o museum. The
plozo is the possoge from civic (museum) to spirituol (cemetery),
from knowledge to fdith. From this plozo dt sidewolk level, the

glimpse of o different orientotion is offered. The ossuory/columborium, becouse it is the medion ongle between
city ond chopel, dppeors ot on oblique ongle from the plozo. The stoirs ond romp leod up from the plozo dnd ot
the top, the new orientotion becomes fully evident. The decid rest ot ci different orientotion thon the city. To the
left of the stoirs ond the right of the romp dre gordens which serve os the beginning ond ending of the building.

The ossuory/columborium building contoins twelve openings thcit oppeor os dork slits, three feet by eighteen feet.
On either side of eoch opening is o bed of gloss pieces cind crushed seo shells meont to commemorote the
Middle Possdge. One mdteriol element of Africdn religion wos light—refIecting objects meont to represent the "fIosh
of the spirit from humdn form to the socred world."2‘ The chopel sits ot dn eost—west orientotion portidlly surrounded
by o pool of woter which mediotes the dispdrdte orientcitions of the chopel cind the ossudry/columborium.

Inside the ossuory/columborium, ci cotwolk ot nine feet threods together the individuol rooms of the ossuory. The
supporting woll of the cotwolk thot runs dlong pdrdllel to it on one side contoins o written dnd pictoriol history of



sloves ond free blocks in Americd from The Time of The firsT sldves To The EmdncipdTion ProclomoTion. On The oTher
side of The cdfwdlk, Through The ddrk ndrrow perpendiculor wdlls of The ossudry dppeors d porTiol glimpse of The
opposiTe woll of edch room, woshed in IighT. The source of IighT is noT seen. ln This woll ore The grdves of The rein-
Terred bodies, edch mdrked by d sldb of mdrble. Below The cdiwdlk in These ddrk hdllwdys looking Towdrd The
ossudry dre brillionTly colored pdnels of Africdn Te>cTiIes ond beddwork. They only become evidenT upon pdusing To
ollow The eyes To ddjusT To The dorkness. Looking bock in The opposiTe direcTion Towdrd The cdTwolk, d sIiT of sky
shows Through The window dbove The cdTwdlk. On The oTher side of These ossudry rooms, opposiTe The cd1wdlk is d
hdllwoy ond The inner perimeTer columbdrium woll. ln These wdlls dre niches, edch of which conTdins nine indi-
viduol gldss shelves for urns. AT The bock of edch niche is o sldb of TrdnslucenT mdrble which dllows in IighT To
silhoueTTe The urns.

AT The for ouTside end of The chdpel belween The columbdrium woll ond The chdpel woll is d seT of sToirs which
become ndrrower going up. These Iedd To o Terrdce. Inside The chdpel, d grdniTe dITdr holds The ouTer woll up
ond dwdy from The inner woll. This dllows in enough IighT To mdke d horizon line wiTh The lower inside woll. AT The
for end of The chdpel beyond The ciITdr is d IighT Tower which lighTs The end woll ond dllows objecTs on The dlTdr To
be IiT from behind ond dbove.
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gg"Thehdnd of the Lord wds upon me, dnd brought me forth in the spirit of the Lord, dnd set me down in the midst of d pldin thdt wds full of bones. 2. And he led me
dbout through them on every side. Now they were very mdny upon the fdce of the pldin, dnd they were exceeding dry. 3. And he sdid to me: Son of mdn, dost thou
think these bones shdll live? And I dnswered: O Lord God thou knowest. 4. And he sdid to me: Prophesy concerning these bones, dnd sdy to them: Ye dry bones, hedr

the word of the Lord. 5. Thus sdith the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will send spirit into you, dnd you shdll live. 6. And I will Idy sinews upon you, dnd will cduse
flesh to grow over you, dnd will cover you with skin; dnd I will give you spirit dnd you shdll live. And you shdll know thdt I dm the Lord. 7. And I prophesied ds he hdd

commdnded me: dnd ds I prophesied there wds d noise, dnd behold d commotion: dnd the bones cdme together, edch one to its joint. 8. And I sdw, dnd behold the
sinews dnd the flesh cdme up upon them; dnd the skin wds stretched over them, but there wds no spirit in them.
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And he sdid to me: Prophesy to the spirit, prophesy, O son of mdn, dnd sdy to the spirit: Thus sdith the Lord God: Come, spirit, from the four winds, dnd blow
upon these sldin, dnd let them live dgdin. 10. And I prophesied GS he hdd commdnded me: dnd the spirit cdme into them, dnd they Ilved, dnd they stood up

upon their feet, dn exceeding gredt drmy. 11. And he sdid to me: Son of mdn dll these bones dre the house of Isrdel. They sdy: Our bones dre dried up, dnd our
hope is lost, dnd we dre cut off. 12. Therefore prophesy, dnd sdy to them: Thus sdith the Lord God: Behold I will open your grdves, dnd will bring you out of your

sepulchres, O my people, dnd will bring you into the Idnd of lsrdel. 13. And you shdll know ThOT l dm the Lord, when l shdll hdve opened your sepulchres, dnd shdll
hdve brought you out of your grdves, O my people: 14. dnd shdll hdve put my spirit in you, dnd you shdll live, dnd I shdll mdke you rest upon your own Idnd. And

you shdll know thdt I the Lord hdve spoken, dnd done it, sdith the Lord God.“
Ezechiel ch. 37 v. 1-14
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"'ArrongemenT, however, is The fiT ossembloge of <:leToiIs...The kinds of orrongemenT (which in Greek ore colled ldeoe) ore These:
ichnogrophy (plon); orthogrophy (eIevoTion); scenogrophy (perspecTive)... Scenogrophy (perspecTive) olso is The shoding of The
fronT ond The reTreoTing sides, ond The corresponclence of oll lines To The vonishing poinT, which is The cenTre of o circle."
ViTruvius On ArchiTecTure
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"We moy Iive without her, dnd worship without her, but we cdnnot remember without her....there ore but two strong conquerors of
the forgetfulness of men, Poetry dnd Architecture; dnd the Iotter in some woy includes the former, dnd is mightier in its reoIity.“
Ruskin The Seven Loms of Architecture
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"ArchiTecTure ls judgecl by The eyes ThoT see, by The heod ThoT Turns oncl The Iegs ThoT wolk. ArchlTecTure is noT o synchronic: phe-
nomenon buT o successive one, mode up of picTures ocldlng Themselves one To The oTher, following eoch oTher in Time ond spoce
like music."
Le Corbusier The l\/lodulor
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"Almost every period of orchitecture hos been linked on to reseorch into construction. The conclusion hos often been drdwn
thot orchitecture ls construction. It moy be thot the effort put forth by qrchitects hos been mqlnly concentrdted on the con-
structlonol problems of the time; thot is not q redson for mixing different things. It is quite true thot the qrchitect should hdve

construction dt Iedst ds much dt his fingers" ends ds o thinker his grdmmor. And construction being d much more difficult dnd
complex science thon grdmmor, dn qrchitect's efforts care concentrdted on it for o Idrge port of his cdreer; but he should not

vegetdte there."'
Le Corbusier Towdrds o New Architecture
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