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From the High Chair 
A home :away from home . ... On July I, 
2003, the Departme nt of HisLory will 
offic ially belong to a new merged college. 
the College of Liberal Arts and Human 
Sc iences. H is both an ex hilarat ing and 
daunting prospect, a new dean , getting 
acquainted with new co ll eag ues , 
reconstituiting co mmitt ees, and working 
through n1ew budget allocations. There has 
certain ly been an amp le dose of 
comp lainin g about the wisdom of the 
move, but: the deed is done, a new co llege 
is born--oot quite like the goddess Athena 
from the !head of Zeu s. but almost mythic 
in its impact. We wiJ1 make it work , but it 
will req uir e pat ience , flex_ibility, and a 
sense of humor. 

Divine imtcrveution. . . As you may reca ll 
from m y comments in previous 
newslette1rs. the department was asked to 
accommo,date an unfunded Board of 
Visitors mandate to requ ire every Tech 
undergradu ate to take a U.S. History class 
befor e gradu ating (excep t for those who 
had waiv,ed it by A.P. credit or SAT 11 
scores). We were facing the task of 
teaching ca. 4,000 -5,000 students a year to 
fulfill thi s mandat e. We repea tedl y 
petitioned for funds to staff the classes. but 
the reso ur ces provided by the 
admini strntion were woefully inadequate 
to meet th:e student demand. Ju the face of 
deb ilitating budget cuts from the state , the 
Provost ' cr ied uncle ' and ca lled a 
morat orium on the U.S . Hi sto r y 
requireme,nt until 2008 . There really was 
no other logical cho ice-th e num ber s 
simply djd not match up, and until the state 
assu mes a proper level of supp ort for 
hi ghe r educa tion. this requirement. 
howeve r laudable in intent was only going 
to succee d in cripplin g the depa rtm ent ' s 
many other diverse missions . We fee l an 
enormous weight lifted off onr shou lders. 

We will , of course. continue to offer our 
nomial full plate o f U.S. History courses 
from the introductory to the graduate 
level. 

The lm,ter factor . .. I am delight ed 10 

report on a few of the activities of the 
h istory fac ult y in the resea rch . 
ins truct ional. and outr each area s. 
Professors Bud R obertson and Jack 
Davis have co ntinu ed to adva nce the 
missions of Lhe Virginia Cent e r for 
Civil War Studies . Tha nks to a private 
benefac tor, a 96-page book.Jet, Bringing 
the Civil War 10 the Classroom: A 
Guide for Teachers was distributed 
without charge to eve ry middle and 
high school .in Virginia. 1n additjon, a 
256-page book entit led Faith in the 
Fight: Civil War Chaplains providing 
the first complete and detailed roster of 
the 3,500 who served as Union and 
Confede rate chapla ins, was publi shed 
under r.he aus pices of the VCCWS. 
Profe ssor Da vis has also secured a 
$209 .600 gran t to index newspapers of 
the Civil War period. Other facu lty 
have also been as equally industrious in 
the business of grant smansh ip: 
Pro fessor Rand y Shjfflett was awarded 
an Andrew J. Mellon Foundation two ­
year planning gra nt ($218 ,535) to 
susta in and expand his award -winning 
' Virtual Jamestown' proje ct.. Professor 
Tom Ewing, in co llaborat ion with seven 
membe rs of the Hi story Department 
(Dan Thorp. Mark Barrow . Kathy 
Jones, Amy Nelson, Woody FaJTar. Rob 
Stephens) and a colleag ue in the 
Department of Teach ing and Leaming 
have been awarded a two-year Nationa l 
Endowment fo r the Humanities 
Exemplary Education grant ($ 180,000 ) 
to develop on-line teaching module s in 
U.S. and European history. This is a 
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natural exten sion of a collaborative project 
(Profe sso rs Thor ·p, Barrow. Jon es, and Me llin) 
to creat e on-ljne mo<lulcs for lhe introdu ctory 
U.S. Hi story se:qu cnce (Hi sto ry 1115- 1116) 
funded by the C enter for Innovative Learnin g 
(CIL ). What is cl ear from the se ex c itin g 
proj ec ts i lhat th e Hi story Department sta nd s 
on th e c uttin g edge o f in stru ctional and 
resear ch tec hnollogy --as befittin g a land- grant 
instituti on. We ar e stilJ resea rching and 
teachin g hi sto ry . but in more co lo rful and 
creacive ways. ]n fac t, we ha ve rece ml y hired 
a half - time comput er tech speciali st co ass is t 
the facult y with their many and diverse di gital 
proje cts. Thi s is o nly the be g inning. lf we 
rece ive approva l for a PhD in Digital History 
and Ge og raphy , the future will be bu stlin g 
with technology .. based projects. 

Thi b not the tim e to be <ih) ... You will 
notic e in this ne wsletter an inse rt callin g upo n 
you , our faithful alumni and alumnae. to help 
us in thi s currer;it fiscal crisi s. It is very nice to 
win grant s . but as yo u know. these ar e only 

tern1 monies and res tricted to specific proje cts . 
Th e depa rtment is doing its best for iis history 
maj ors und er diffi cult bud get demand s- in the 
last two years alone we ha ve been buffet ed by 
two pha ses of bud ge t cuts am ounting to almost 
$300,000 alon g with the loss o f tw o faculty 
po sitions. We ca n no long er co unt on the tale 
to mee t its obligation s; we mu st turn to private 
sour ces of revenue . 1 won't be shy. . . end 
money. Any contribution will be greatly 
appr ec iated. 

With mixed feelin gs, I report the departur e of 
one of our trusted and belov ed support staff , 
Rh o nda Pennin gton. who ha s ass um ed the 
pos iti o n o f exe c uti ve sec re tar y o f the 
Departm ent of Fore ign Lan g uag e aod 
Literature s. We saw her off to the train s tation 
with bands playing and teary-eyed speeche s. 
Sh e w ill be mi sse d-but at least she is onl y 
one floo r away . 

Glenn Bugh 

--- -- -- --- • 
' . 

'' To ackn o wled ge the end of the College of Ans and Sciences 
celebrate our existence as part of chis college for some 40 years, w 
update the history of lhe department s ince its inception in 1961. Th 

*"'·1 . • 1111 o, ~·-·· .. "' 

Histo ry of the Departm ent 

since most of the peopl e wh o l-new the ear ly history of the department are no longer 
wi th us. We have attempt ed to put the pie ces toge ther from old graduatio n program s. 
catalogues, and the memories of tho se who were here in the late sixties, the early 

ven~ and since. We hope you will enjoy thi s history and se nd us your comment s, 
iy corrections or additions, includin g lhe date s of service in the department 

it is not provided. 

A lthough William E . Dodd briefly taug!ht history at VPI in the first deca de o f the ce ntur y befo re his di stinguished tenure 

at the Unive r ity o f C hicago. the beg innin gs o f the fo rmal study of history here we re not aw,picious . Instead. the conce pt that mora l 
phil oso phy wa s co mpose d or eco nomi cs . history. philo so phy. politi cnl sc ience, and soc iology becam e an excuse to ''s kimp" on a ll 
but the firs t of these. Instruct ors with vari ous masJer's degrees were con sidered co mpete nl to teach servi ce cour ses in histor y a1, ., 
sub ordin ate tas k to the ir main res ponsibilitie s in econ omics and bu siness . If too man y students enro lled in hi story, a facuJty wife 
co uld be lured into teac hing history for a small fee. Thi s s ituati on chan ged after 1945 when large num bers of c iviliam began tO 

commut e here to s tu<ly. Dr . Weld on Brown was on,e of the first di stinguished history pro fe. son , hir ed here: his long tenure. 1939 -78. 
spann ed thi s tran sition. With degre es from Dartm,outh and UNC Chapel Hill . he wa s a man o f wid e interes ts in his teaching. He 
publi shed three substa nti al vo lumes in colonial and rece nt field s of U.S. History. 

Anticip atin g the re form s of Presi dent T. Marshall Hahn ( 1962-75 ), hi story was sepa rated from economi cs and j oined with 
politi cal scienc e as the Departm ent of History and Politi cal Scien ce in 196 L. Both a bachelor' .; and ma ster 's degree in history were 
auth orized in mjd- 1962. The se ev ents occ urred dU1ring the tenure o f the fir st head of the Hi-;tory Dep artment. Archer Jone s. When 
he bega n his tenure. he hadj u~t published the first of his hoo ks on miJitary history. Histo ry and political sci ence were se parated July 
!. 1966 w ith Dr. Jone:; becom ing head of Hi story and Dr. Jose ph Bernd named head of Po litical Sci ence. In additi o n to W eldo n 
Brown , the facult y durin g these ye ars of the late flfti es and early sixti es includ ed Geor ge Sha ckle ford (1954- 86): Wilford Lan e 
()95 5-86): Le slie Mcllicbamp ( 1955-86): Herbert Winni ck (1965-69): William Posey ; Jack Davi s: and William Macki e (1959-91). 
By 1965 the de partment had moved from Pamplin Hall to a new home in the Boon House near the duck pond . The chan ge wa s 



•Pao.- , of-1 ., -o:i_ -

.. islor y of the Depur lmcnt n 111tiuucd ... 

short-lived. Tn 1967 . after a fire that burned or blackened the 
books and papers of Lhe faculty , the department re located to 
Lane HaJl where it remained until 197 1. 

Lane Hall 2003 

Dr. Will iam E. Mackie served as acting head in I 966 -
67, as we ll as in 1977 before becoming head, 1978-81. A 

•

istorian of Briti sh and European history. he exemplified the 
om mitmeni to excel lent teach ing and commitment co the 

nee<ls of stu den is that has always characterized the 
department. For yea rs be and hi wife Sa llie ope ned their 
home one even ing eac h week for any student to cllrop by for 
refreshments a_nd conversat ion. Among those en tering the 
depar tm en t duri11g the Mack ie yea rs were Davi rd D. Burr 
( 1966-200 1 ); Th omas C. Howard ( 1966 -); Gu1stavu G. 
Wi lliamso n (1966-92).; Ja mes T. Robert son, Jr. ( 1967 - ); 
Michael V. C. Alexander (1967-200 1); James Hawk es; 
William Hind ; and Lowell Dyso n. Also teaching in the 
department during this pe(iod were John Fair, Ann Fie ld 
Alexander, John Martinelli , and Harry BraJley. 

Robert G. Land en. who had just publi she d his first 
book on the Middle East while teaching at Dartm outh. was lhe 
seco nd head of the departm en t, 1967-69. He did much lo 
expand the libra ry holdings in history and presided over a 
major rev ision of the under graduate curric ulum. Hi s za ny 
sense of hum or helped create a positive atmosphere during 
the se years. Jo seph Wieczynski ( 1968-99) and Th omas 
Adriance (1968 -96) joined the tenme-tra ck faculty at this time . 

James I. Robertson . Jr. served as the third department 
hea d, 1969-77. Dr . Robert so n had serve d as executive 
directo r of the U.S. Civ iJ War Centennial and has pub lished 
extensively on the Civ il War period. Durin g his tenure. io 

.al 970. VPl was renamed VPJ&SU . Join ing the facll lly during 
• e ear ly to micl-1970 s we re J. Dean O'Donnell ( 1970-); 

Rona ld J . Nurse ( 197 1-2002);W illiam L. Ochse nwald ( 1971- ); 
Young-um Wong ( 1971-2002); Larkin Kirkman ( 19'71-77) : N. 
Larry Shum sky ( 1972- ): Tho mas Dunlap ( l 975-93 ): Frede ric 
Baumgnnner ( 1976- ): Larry Morrison ( 1977-83 ); Albert E. 

Moyer ( 1977-2000); and A. Roger Ekirch (1977 -). Among others 
leac hing in the department during the 70s were Wayne Boese , 
Robert GrathwoL William Hill. Doreen Hunter. Homer LeGrand. 
Tom Longin, Ron Mar chese. John Ross. Arnold Sherma n. Richard 
Vietor, Marty Reuss, Josep h Fry. and Richard Sc hallenberg. Afte r 
Dr. Sc hall enberg's sudd en and untimely death. hi s parent s 
contribu ted his books as the nucleus of the library of the Cente r for 
the Study of Science and Society. 

William E. Mackie served as acti ng head again in 1977 
and was officia lly the fourth bead from 1978-8 1. During this lime 
Merri ley Borell ( 1980-82); Gleru1 Bugh (1979 -): Loui se Hoffman 
( 1978-84); Gregory Noble s (1979-82); Cra11dall Shiffl ett ( 1979- ): 
and J. Donald Miller ( 1979-86 ) j()ined tJ1e facult y. Also teaching 
on the faculty during the late seve nties and early eighties were 
Tom Champ . Charlotte Shelton, John Treadway, Sandy Treadway 
and Charles Reed Uoinl appoi ntment wilh Huma nities). Visiti ng 
profe sso r Michae l Hurst of Oxfor d Universit y served a join t 
appoi ntment with Hu man ities and Histor y durin g seve ral of the 
Robertson and Mack ie years . During this time of expa nsion, one 
facu lty off ice was locate d in the Tech Motel and large survey 
classes were taught in Lhe Lyric Theatre. 

·111 1967 ... the department relocoted to Lane Hall 
11'11ere i1 remained 11mil 19 71. ·· 

A major chan ge took place in 197 l when the Hi story 
Depar tmen t moved from Lane Hall to the new ly cons tructed 
McBryde Hall. Rober t Landen bad been insu·umen tal in the 
plannin g of the buiJding and return ed for its dedication. 

The fifth bead of the depa rtment, servin g from 198 1-87, 
was Haro ld C. Livesay, a U.S. economic and business historian. 
He was the author of four books before coming to Virginia Tech 
and was co-author of a fifth whi le bere. Under Livesay the re was 
renewed empha sis on the resea rch mission of the uni vers ity. 
Among Lbose who jo ined the faculty during these years were , in 
1980-8 1, Arthu r Donovan; Richard Hirsh: Max Kele (first director 
of Lhe Humanities Program and j oint appoi ntment with History); 
Michae l Lanza; and Rachel Laudan. In 1983-84 Linda Arnold: 
Philip Morgan; Pete r Wallenst e in: and LeeA nn Whites were 
appo inted to the faculty. David Lux j oined in 1985-86 . ln 1986-87 
Daniel Thorp arr ived for the second and fin al time: he had been an 
instructo r from 1981-1983. 

Cranda ll A. Shifflett served as interin1 Chair in 1987-88 . 
He had pub lished one work in Lhe field of late L91h and sout hern 
soc ial histo ry at this Lime. Duri ng this time Cynthia Bouton; 
Aoastas ia Sims; Michael Cooke: Jean-Claud e Crapoulet; and Doug 
Flamming also taught in the department. During these yearli there 
was co nsiderab le collaboration with the Hum anities Program , 
includin g team leach ing by faculty (Bugh. Burr, Howard, Reed, 
Mackie , Hoffman, and others) with facuJty in other departments . 

Burton l. Kaufman assumed his duties as the sixth head of 
the department on Jul y I, 1988 and served until 1995. He had 
published four books and ed ited one volume conce rning the recent 
U.S. presidency and foreign affa irs. Mary Neth joined the faculty 

-
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i.11 1989. Joining the faculty in 1992-93 were Kath leen Jones 
and Jere Link . In 1993-94 Hayward Farrar and Amy Ne lson 
came aboard. Pete r Schmi tthenner joined U1e facu lty in I 994-
95, a~ did Mark Barr ow who had served a,; Visiting Professo r 
from 1992-94. Visiting professors during this period were Paul 
Fink e lman , Kathlee n Hilt on, Thoma s Howe, and Ran dy 
Rosenburg. Patricia Tra cy, the director of Women's Studies, 
was also a member of the history faculty durin g this per iod. 

McBryde Hall 2003 

From 1995 until Spring 2000, Albert E. (Bert ) Moyer 
served as the seve nth leader of the History Depa rtment. 
Although the titl e "c haiJ·man " or "chair " had been used 
periodically since at leas t the Landen years, Bert Moyer 
adopted ii as the permanent de signatio n. Dr. Moyer's 
spec iali za tion was the history of sc ienc e and he wrote 
biographie s of Simon Newcom b and Joseph Henry. Bever ly 
Bun ch-Lyo ns joined the faculty in j 996-97 and Th omas 
Ewing j oined in 1999-2000. Under the Moye r administration 
the Board of Visitor s mandated an unfunded requi rement that 
all students attendin g Virg infa Tech demo nstra te competence 
in American history. Visiting professors and instructors durin g 
thi s per iod we re Arthur Hir sh , Barbara Reeves , Youla 
Saridakis, Regan She lton, Edward Slack, and Steven Soper . 

Ano ther maj or change for the departm ent occu rred in 
1996 when Histo ry re loca ted to the newly renovated Fonner 
cadet dormitory , Major Willi ams Hall (pic tured on the fir ·t 
page). S ince that move we occas ionally have v isits from 
former alumni who ask to see a certain o ffice that us_cd to be 
their dorm room. One alLm111us stated that he had proposed to 
his wife in Major Wi lliam s 409 (now occ upied by Peter 
Wallenstein). If these walls could talk ... 

Glenn R. Bugh was elected the e ighth chair in 2000 
and has se rved to the prese nt. Dr. Bugh's specializ.ati on is 
Ancient and By1.,antine history. He is the author o f a book on 
en titled The Horsemen of A1hens . Juan Floyd-Th omas and 
Marian Mollin were appoint ed to the facu lty in 2000 and 

•J-fotorica!T\/ Sp2c1ki11,1 - ~ (. 

Alexandra Cuffel and Robert Stephen s joined tbe department i. 
2001-2002. William Davi s was appointed Directo r of Programs for 
the Virgi nia Ce nter for Civil War Studie s in 2002. Durin g Dr . 
Bugh 's admini stration the university has faced critical cutbacks in 
financial support by U1c state . IL has been a challenge to mee t each 
deep cut whil e keeping the qua lity of teaching and diver s ity of 
courses offered. However, Lhe U.S. History requ irement was stil l in 
place and this caused the departm ent to add many sections and hire 
instructors to teach U.S. histo ry survey cour ses as we ll as other 
upper level courses. Instructor s and Visiting prof esso r · teach ing 
co urses during this period included Ginelle Ale y, Diane Barnes. 
Charle s Carey. Annette Huston Chamb erlin , Ben Cohen, William 
Gree n, Hea ther Harri s, Michae l K lein, Ralp h Lutt s, Chri stopher 
McDermill, Jacquel ine McNulty, Sarah Mitchell, David Murphre e. 
David Snyder, Amy Tillerson, and Patricia Tracy. 

Addit ional lJlslrnctor and Visiting Professors who have 
taught co urses ove r the yea rs include: Haze l Cline. Jo nathan 
Cooper Smith. Donald Englis h, Joy Harvey. Martin Heyboer. and 
Buford Williams . Seve ral adjunct faculty serving the depa11mem 
were Ann LaBerge (in the Science Studie s Program) . Be rnard 
LaBerge. and Arnold Schuetz (ln temational Studies). 

The Graduate Prog ram has been steadily strengthened 
over the years. Serv ing at var ious Limes as Director of Graduate 
Studie s have been Wayne Boese, Homer Le Grand , Mic hae l 
Ale xander , and Larr y Shum sky. Crandall Shifn etl is the curr ent 
Dir ec to r. Enteri ng s tud ent s choose one of thre e cour s ~ 
wnce nlrat ions: U.S. History; Race, Class, and Gender; and th 
H istor y of Science and Tec hnology. Th e new Atlan tic W orld 
Studies track within the present history M.A. prog ram has been 
approved al the Departme nt and Co llege leve ls . U nivers ity 
approva l is pending and is likely during the fa ll semes ter. The 
program offer s both thesis and non-the sis options. Plan s are now 
underway lo develop a doc tora l degree program that will ha ve 
conside rable emphasis 011 digital history. 

There have been two long serving Assoc iate Chairs o f the 
deparunent: Th omas Adrian ce ( 1968-96) and Daniel Th orp ( 1996-
present). Tom Howa rd has filled in on two separate occas ions and 
Richard Hirsh stepped in for Dan in spring. 2002 . Th e person in 
this important pos ition coo rdinat es the undergrad uate cw-riculum 
and advi sing for the department. Tom Adriance worke d out his 
sched uling slots for eac h semester (or quarters before 1988) on 
index cards on his kitchen table at home. There was no room on 
his desk in the office (anyone who remembers Tom 's office lrnows 

Th is article co11/tl no t have been possi ble witl,o 

for mer .,;ta.ff a11d curren t fac ul ty members. M any thanks lo 

Carolyn A ll5, Diane Ca1111aday, Peter Wallenstein, Larry 

Shu ms ky, William Ochsenwald, James I. Robertson, Jr ., 

Daniel ·Thorp , Frederic Ba umgart 11er, Gle1111 Bugh, 

Crandall Sh iffl ett, and Thomas Howard . 
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~ tor~· of the Depar tment continu ed ... 

this is true). Dan Thorp uses a bulletin board and 3x5 cards cut 
in half that he maneuvers around in different rimes spots. It i 
like working a giant pun le. matching classes and profes<,ors 
in time slots that arc requested. 

From 1963 to 2003 . approx imately 2500 Bachelors 
degrees and 260 Masters degrees have been awarded. 

"We helfr>ve tho! 1ve will he able IO draw 0 11 tlte 
be.H 1ruditio11J of'our pas t ... ·while ll'e p lan a 

/i1111re that i.\ crealil'e and i111101·ative. " 

Classified Staff played a critically important role in 
the daily functions of lhe department. Carolyn AHs was head 
secretary from 1966 to 1982. Some of the secretaries who 
worked the .. front off ice" in the early years were: Becky 
Brown, Linda Price, Marlyn Hoffman, Diane Williams. Nancy 
Moran. Li a Donis. Donna Jennelle. and Diane Cannaday 
( 1975-81 ). Rennie Givens served as head secretary for most of 
the 80s. Parry Mills and Debbie Rhea were secretaries at this 
time. Staff changes occurred 1988 when Jan Francis and Linda 
Fountaine joined the department. In 1989 Linda became 
office manager and Rhonda Wills joi ned the staff. This same 
line up was in place from 1989 until spring 2003 when 

& 110nda left to become office manager of Foreign Languages 
'9a~d Literatures. In the beginning lhese positions were clerical 

and the types of work co mpleted were broad and general 
(lyping, filing, bookkeeping). Today each position specializes 
in more specific areas: Office Manager and Administrative 
Assistant to the Chair (Linda FotLntaine), Graduat e and 
Undergradua te Adviso r (Jan Francis) . Computer Resources 
Manager (Doro thy Strater). and Bookkeeper /Receptionist 
(Susim Archer). 

We in the Department of History look forward to our 
role in the new ColJege of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences. 
We believe lhat we will be able lO draw on lhc hest 1raditions 
of our past at Virginia Tec h wbile we plan a fulure tlull is 
creative and innovat ive. You will be able lo help by sending 
us your own ideas and news of your activitie . Some of the 
best moments we have are when we hear from former 
undergraduate and graduate students about their activitil:!:-and 
accomplishments. We hope to hear from you! 

l\,ly Recollections b} Peter WalJcnstein 
l cume to Tech as an itinerant. in 1983, then stayed on a 

~ccond yt:ar. and a third. before I moved into tenure track and 
Mayed on. 

My seco nd quarter of teaching (back before Tec h 
. witched to semesters), I had a class in Liuon-Reaves . known 

at that time (to most people) as the Animal Sciences build ing 
or (to me) a~ the Zoo. My class, in lhe large auditorium, had 
more lhan 300 students; curvature of the earth set in before the 
last few rows. 

One winter a few years ago. lhere was u !series of ice 
storms. and I remember watching through my McBryde Hall office 
window one day as ice-laden branches drooped onto live wires. and 
ball<; of tlame rolled down the wire. Every on<.:e in a while. I'd hear 
ano1her kind of loud crack. and a hig chunk of yet another tree 
would crumble under lhc weight of :111 the ice. Tech continued to 
have electr ic power as we l I as running water. hut most town 
re~idcnto; went without either for a few day, . And as I was leaving 
campus one day. heading back to 1he house. I saw a pilgrimage of 
Tech famili es troopi ng loward McBry de. carryin g towe ls and 
coolers. lo use the water or take some back lo their homes. The 
town and the chool may be high tech. as they say. but narure plow" 
rigbt onto the stage nonetheless. 

ln I 997. when I was immer cd in writing a book on Tech's 
fin,t I 25 years. I would drop into a 1one-depending on what 
decade ( I 890i,. I 920s, 1950 ) 1 was writing on lhat day--and I'd feel 
wonder at see ing people or things that should not have been there. 
It might be fire escapes on the YMCA (Performing Arts) building. 
or auto traffi c and FedEx trucks. or New Deal building (like 
Burruss)--or any building not part of the Old Upper Quad. lt might 
be fema le stude nts and fema le faculty. lt migh t be African 
America n cadcti,, or female cadets--or black fema le cadets. 
Everyth ing and everyone had al some point been brand new. and so 
it struck me on 1J10se day:-. In various ways. we live the history of 
our surrounding:... 

I've taught large classes and small ones. gradua te students 
and undergraduate~. Some ,cenes that stand out: Going over to a 
studen t jus t hefo re class one Septembe r day in McBryde 113. 
having seen people's work on lhe first few quizzes. and saying. 
"Mr. Faulk. you arc doing exceptional work." and see ing him go 
incandescent. never having guessed that I had put together his 
name, face. and performance. (Cordel ended up minoring in 
Wallenstein before heading off to law school.) Or sending Chuck 
c~1rey (whose ma~ter's thesis I was direc tin g) off to give a 
conference paper. and hearing back from him that the organiLation 
had awarded him its statewide. multi-disciplinary tir t prize for his 
e:.sny. Or watching Cynthia Strickland, near panic but determined 
to give her paper (written in my Methods course). and then. after 
seeing her warm to her new role. learning that she had won fin,t 
pri1.e among undergraduates (now THAT is undergraduate research 
at a research university). Go get 'cm. Strickland. 

Civil War Center 

The Civil War Center' s new teachers guide "Bringing the Clv 
War to the Classroom" was recenlly reviewed for sale in the 
bookstore at Gettysburg National Park and they decided to ask 
all of their staff who presen t student educatio n programs 
(basically lhe enLire permanent Ranger staff) to read the Guide 
in preparation for the Spring Student Education Season. While 
lbe Guide is aimed at the c lassroom, it will prepare lhe student 

all ages) to visit and unders tand the battlefield in its full 
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Rhonda Will s Pennin gton Moves On 

11-frstarfcafTy ~peafma 

• Rhond a Wills Pennin gton came to the History Department in 1989 to serve as Graduate 
Secretary. In this capacity she took care of all things dea li.ng with tbe Graduate Program, i.e. 
record s, co.ntracts , tuition entry. programs of study, as well as graduate student confidante 
/friend. for severa l summers in the ea rly 90s, she assisted with the organization and 
administrative support to the Summer Minorities Program, which brought fifteen minority 
undergraduate students to Virginia Tech to experience gradLLate level courses in historiography 
and resea rch. As the years passed Rhonda became intere sted in compu ters. She attended 
workshops, u·aining sessions and endured many hours of self-instruction in order to become the 
Computer Technician for the department in 1994. In this capacity she was an invaluable asset 
to the facu lty and staff who were learning the intricacie s of computers. both Macs and PCs. 
Afte r the move from McBryde_ to Major William s in 1995, Rhonda maintained two computer 
labs. and dea lt with the compu ter prob lems of thirty plus faculty and staff while continuing to 
serve as Graduate Secreta ry. In 2001 duties ·were reassigned and she became departmental 
bookkeeper and Computer ResouTces Manager. Again she attended workshops and training 
sessions etc. to gain the knowledge needed for this position. Sbe rece ived many letters of 
recognition for fulfill ing the prompt pay requiremen t of the University. Th is combination of 
duties was so rare that upon her departure the position had to be split in two to find peop le 
qualif ied for such dive rse areas. Rhonda is highly regarded by faculty and staff and was given 
many presents and a plaque for thirteen years of faithful service to the History Department . She 
left to become Office Manager of Fore ign Languages and Literatu res. We wish her the best in 
all future endeavo rs. 

Rhonda Wills Pennington 

Faculty In the New s 
Frederic Baumgartner 
Served as Pre s ident of the American Catholic Historical 
Association for 2002. 

Glenn R. Bugh 
Currently is editing a book for Cambridge University Press 
called The Cambridg e Companion to the flellenisric World. 

David Burr 
His rece nt book, The Spiritual Franciscans, received the 
Otto Grund ler Prize for the best book of the year in 
Medieval Snidie s, the Marraro Prize for best book of the 
year in llalian History. and the Shea Prize for the best book 
of the year in church history. Also , the Kalamazoo 
conference contained a session analyzi ng Dr. Burr 's 
contribution to Franciscan history. 

Charl es Carey (Visiting Instructor Spring 03) 
Had his book, The Mexican War: Mr. Polk's War, chosen 
as a fina list for the 2003 Western Writer s of America Spur 
Awards. 

Hayward Farrar 
Is teaching an online course History 3544 World War 11 
during the summer sessio n, writing two book chapters on 
African Americans and the Military for the Blackwell 
Companion to African Ameri can Histo ry . submitting an 
article to the l,u emQ/ional ]oLtrnal of Africana Swclies. 
prepar ing a paper to be presen ted at the VT Conference of 
the Americas to be held in October in Puebla. Mexico, 

wo rking on his book s "The Hampton Estate". and "Africa . 
Americans in a New Age: Baltimore's Black Community L940-
2000 ," preparing for bis fall course on the Vietnam era , and finally 
working with Mark Barrow, Kathy Jones. Tom ]Ewing. Amy Nelson. 
Rob Stephens, and Marian Moll in on the NEH project. Also he plans 
to catch some major (Orio les. -Phillies, and Brav,es) and minor league 
(SaJem. Pulaski , Princeton and Bluefield) baseball games. 

Thomas Howard 
A paperback edition of Franklin D. Roosev elt and the Formario11 of 
the Mod ern World. edited by Thomas Howard. was publi shed in the 
spring. He will be on research leave in the fa ll when he plans to 
spend some of bis time in London. 

Sarah Mit chell 
Spent a month (May-June 2003) as the WilJiam H. Helfand Fellow in 
Early Ame rican Medicine. Science and Society at the Library 
Company of Philadelphia . 

Marian Mollin 
Has been working on a variety of project s related to her rese-arch on 
gender, polit ical prote st, and the hi story of lthe American peace 
movement. She p layed a key role in the launchimg of H-Peace, a new 
network on Peace History and Peace Studies as part of the H-Net 
Humanit ies & Social Sciences On-line projec t at Michigrui State 
Univers ity. She was e lected to the Board of Director s of the Peace 
History Society and presented a paper at the Peace History Society" 

~ 
trien nial conference . She also organized two events that brought 
vete'ran act ivists to talk about their experiences Lo public audiences. 
Dr. Moll in is now working on her book, Actions iSouder Them 
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' :acuity in th e News ('Onlinu ed . .. 

Words: Gender. Prote.l't, and the American Radical Pacifist 
Movement , 1940-1970 . She is aJso team member of the 
"U.S. History Online" project , which received funding this 
year from Virginia Tech's Ce nter for Jnnovation in Leami ng 
and the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

James I. Robertson, Jr. 
His work as histo rical consu ltant for the Turn er Pictures 
production. "Gods and Generals,' ' has not ended. Recently 
he was part of a three-man team that recorded four and a 
half hours of commentary to accompany the DVD of the 
movie. The DVD will be released in early August. He has 
edited the Civi l War letters of Capt John Preston Sheffey of 
Marion. A member of the 8th Virgin ia Cavalry Regiment. 
Sheffey saw much action along the Virginia-We l Virginfa 
border. Loui siana State University Pres s has g iven tentative 
approval for pub lication. Just comp leted is a biography o f 
Robert E. Lee for young readers. It will be published by 
Atheneum. the young readers' division of Simon & 
Schuster . He has also done an article on the 1861 Virginia 
Conventi on. which voted in April for the state's secessio n. 
The arLicle will appeaJ in Virginia i11 the Civil War. Volume 
1-1861, also a pending Civil War Center undertakin g. 

"- ele r Schmitthenner 
After spending a year and a half in India on sabbati cal, Peter 
Schmitthenner resllmed teaching at Te ch in January 2003. 
While in India he conduc1ed research on a project entitled : 
"Hydraulic Engineering and Cultural Construction in South 
India: Th e Legacy of Sir Arthur Collon , 1803-1899." Dr. 
Schmitthenner returned to India for several weeks in May lo 

conduct fllnher research on this project and to partake in Lhe 
ce lebration~ commemorating Sir Ar thur Couon's birth 
bicentennial. Allhough he experie nced a record -breaking 
heat wave during his most recent visit to south India. with 
temperature s as high as 120 degree s F. the bounteou s mango 
season was heavenly! 

Crandall Shinlett 
Virginia Te ch is expanding Lhe scope and use of rare 
historical material s through the award -winni ng World Wide 
Web site Vir1ual Jamestown. The si te already integrates 
rare documents. image s. map s. and physical materials. 
provides historical contex t, and applies technol ogy as an 
analytical tool. Tho usand s visit the site each day to learn 
more about the history and legacies of Jamestown. Under 
recen t fun di ng from the Andrew Mellon Foundation. 
researchers will have a new way Lo conceptllalize and access 
malcrial. Plans include using technology to visualize lost 
communities and presenl the Jamestown experien ce as part 

1 
Jlfl co mparativ e globa l developments in the At lantic rim 

\.tJ uring the early seventeenth cen tur y. A new lrack in the 
graduate histo ry prog ram bas recen1ly been approved to 
explore Atlantic World Studies through the techniques of 
digital history. Durin g the Fall. Profe ssor Shiftlett, William 

Thomas. Director. Virginia Center for Di gital History. and William 
Kelso. Chief Archaeologist. Jamestown Redi scovery. will give a 
sympo s ium and work shop on Mellon Jam estown at Oxford 
University and the University of East Anglia in 1he United Kingdom. 

Daniel Thorp 
Was invited to serve on a panel. "Supplied For Survival : Meriwether 
Lewis at Harper s Ferry: · a Lewis and Clark Bicentennial 
Commemoration at Harpers Fe rry Nat iona l Histo rical Park, West 
Virginia in March. 2003. 

Graduate Studen ts Maki ng News 
On April 4 and 5, 2003. the History Graduate Student Association 
held the Sixth Annual Brian Bertoli "Innovativ e Perspect ives in 
History" Graduate Conference. Sponsored by the HGSA and the 
Department of History, the conference provided graduat e students a 
venue to present their research in a professional conference sett ing . 
Thi s year 's participant s repre sented institution such as American 
Univers ity. the College of William and Mary. George Mason 
University. the Uni vers ity of Virginia, and Yale Un iversity. The 
prize for 1he conferen ce's best paper went 10 Eric Vettel. a graduat e 
stude nt in the History of Science at the University of Virginia. 

Special thanks go to several history graduate student s at Virginia 
Tech for making the co nferen ce a success: Jeremy Boggs, Ellen 
Brown , Sara Eye, Rebecca Long. Andy Nichols, Tom Sebrell, 
Tom Snediker , and Jay Swain . The conferen ce is held in honor of 
Brian Benori, a former history graduate stude111 who began work on 
the gradua te co nfer ence six year s ago before his sudden death. 
Brian' s parents. David and Kathy Bertoti attended the conference and 
provided endle s suppon and encouragement. 

Jeremy Boggs is going to George Mason University to pursue his 
Ph.D. in U.S. History. with minor fields being History and New 
Media and Cultural History. 

Ellen Apperson Brown published an article entitled "What Really 
Happen ed al Drap ers Meadow s'? The Evolution of a Frontier 
Legend'' in The Smithfield Review this spring . 

Thomas Scbrell is aucnding Gonville & Caiu s College at Univer sity 
of Cambridge foJ six weeks thii; sum mer and will be taking two 
graduate history couJses. 

Awards and Recog nition 
The annual Awards Recept ion was held April 4. 2003 to acknowledge 
the winners of the five departmental awards: 

The James W. and Manha N. Banks Award: Alexis Brown. 
The Curti s AwaJd: Kurt Axt; honorable mention: Matthew Krogh. 



Awards and Recognition continu ed ... 

The Graduate .Digital History Award: Jeremy Boggs and 
Thomas Snediker. 
Th e History Prize: Joshua Tbumma . 
The Phoenix Award: Ryan Gilligan. 

Outstandin g scholar ship was recogn ized at graduation, May 
10, 2003 to: 

Valedictorian: Amy Seay 
Salutatori an: Dustin Maxwell 
George C. Marshall Scbo lars: Jess ie Arnold and Matthew 
Israe lson 
Ph i Beta Kapp a: Alexis Brown, David Carlis le, Dustin 
Max well, Dustin Mullins . Amy Seay , and Jennifer-Smith 
Phi Alpha Theta inductees for 2003: Jerome Buescher, 
Janin a Dec ker, Nicholas Demask, Rebecc a Eise nman, 
Sarah Eisenman , Sherry Ellio tt, Roxanne Hall, Mary 
Hubb ard, Donald Kane, Ryan Pi tcai rn, Jonathan Tyler, 
Katherine Van Gilst, and John Wheeler. 

Congratulations to our 2003 achievers! 

Pr ofessor from the Pa 

J. Don a ld Mill er (1979-86) served as Assistant 
U.S. History; History of Americ an Foreign R 
History of Recent Am eric a. Dr. Mille r has ~ 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (N 
Headquarter s, Washington , DC. for d1e past 15 years . 
has been appointed as the NASA E uropean Representativ• 
stati oned in Pari s. where he will repre sent NASA's 
program s and offices throughout Europe. He wi)) assume 
b.i.s dutie s in Pari s in fall 2003. He is cu rrent ly lhe 
Executive Dire c tor of the NASA Advisory Counc il, a 
sen ior-level Federal consultative panel that advi ses the 
NAS A Administrator on all matt ers relatin g to NASA 's 
responsibilities, programs , policies, and plan s. Previously, 
he served as a Seni or Internatio nal Relations specialist and 
Seni or Policy Analyst in the Internationa l Rela tion s 
Divi sion , NASA where he was the lead for NASA ­
European space cooperation. He also served as the Branch 
Chief of the International Pro gram and PoLicy Office , 
responsible for the development and direction of NASA 's 
:lJC)licy tow ards the states of the former Soviet Union , 

Europe , and China. In 1996, he received the NASA 
Ach ievement Awa rd for his leadership of NASA 's, 

omyrdin Co mm ission Team on U.S. -Russian 
operatio n (Un ited State s- Ru ss ian Joint 
on Economic and Technologi ca l CooperaLion). 

1J--Cistorirn ffy ~pen k111,9 
Alumni in th e N ews 

Philip Shu cet ('72) co ntinu es to serve as Commissioner of the 
Virginia Depa rtm en t of Tran sportatio .o. His mandat e (com 
Gove rnor Mark Warner is to make YDOT credible to Virginian s 
and mana ge its money responsibly. Shucel entered Virginia Tech 
in 1968. Anti1-Vi etnam War protest s were sweeping through 
ca mpuses, but Shuc:et joined Tech's Corps of Cadets. He majored 
in history, with minor s in Russian history and English literature . 
His writing and researc h ski ll s have g iven him the background 
needed to succe,ed in the business and politica l world. He hopes to 
make VDOT "a sustainably great organizatio n:· with management 
tbat can adapt to new leader ship without yielding up eff iciency in 
project mana g1::ment and budget accountability . Shucet was 
spotlighted in tlhe June. 2002 issue of His10rically Speaking as an 
outstandin g alumni. 

Wlodzimi erz R ozenbaum ('72) is the owner and mod erato r of the 
COPD-ALERT Support and Advocacy Group for patients with 
chro nic obstru ct ive pulmonary disease. careg ivers, and medical 
professionals. The lnt ernel-based group is affiliated with the major 
U.S. medical inst itutions. 

Treva J. Carte r ('73) j oined SFCS lnc . in Salem, Virginia. as 
market ing manager. 

Fr. Richard Moon ey ('74) serve d as cam pus mini ster of V· 
Tech's Catho lic campu s ministry. the Newman Community , fro 
1982 until 199 1, and now bas returned to Black sburg to take up the 
same position o,nce again. ln the meantime. he served as pastor of 
Church of the Holy Family in Virginia Bea ch from 1991 until 
2000, and pastor of St. Theresa's Catho lic Church in Farmville, VA 
from 2000 unti.1 2002. His work in Farmville included campus 
ministry at Lon gwoo d University and Hampden -Sydney College. 
His retu rn to Black sburg was un-expec ted, but welcome. 

Jam es D. Heff ernan, Jr. ('75) is teaching AP U.S . history via 
distance learni ing for the Department of Defen se school s in 
Stuttgart , Germany. He was included in dle 2002 edition of Who's 
Who Among Ameri ca's Teachers. 

William L. Hoo ker (' 85) was promoted to lieutenant colonel and 
assigned to the Army Inspec tor General's Office in Crystal City, 
Virginia. 

Thomas P. Hoekm an ('86) was promoted to commander (0-5). 
U.S. Navy. He is stationed in San Diego. California. 

Joh n T. Ove rt on ('90) was promoted to dir ec tor of human 
resources of HCA Montgomery Regional Hosp ital in Blacksburg, 
Virginia. He is also director of business and econom ic 
development. 

Andr ew G. ]Prue (' 97) rece ived his navigator wings aft 
completing Sp,ecialized Undergraduate Navigator Training a 
Randolph AFB in San Antonio. Texas. 

P. Neal Meier. ("90), co mpleted his PhD with a concentrati on in 
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t. lnmni in the News continued ... 

Leadership in Higher Education in August 2002 at Union 
ln stirute & University. He lives in Vermont with his wife, Gayle 
Myer s. MD and is the Executive Assista nt to the Preside nt of 
Union Institute & University. 

Milt on G. Bartley, Jr . ('94) is the strateg ic sales director at 
Candlewood Hotel Company, a national extended-stay hotel 
chai n in Southlake, Texas. 

Jeff Gravelin e ('95) went on to Library school and Jaw sc hool. 
He grad uated this Ma y from law sc hoo l at the University of 
Alabama. He will· be doing com mer cia l litigati on and corporat e 
bankruptcy. He is a se nior ed itor on rhe Alabama Law Re view. 

Pat rick Sc hr oe d er (M.A.'95) was selecte d as the new 
"Histo rian " at Appomanox Court H ouse Nati ona l Historical 
Park last Janu ary. Patr ick has writt en or edited and published 14 
Civi l War title s to date. Hi s lates t book published last year was 

Current Faculty and Specia lizations 

?-li'storicalht Speak111,1 
- • I.. 

"Pennsy lvania Buckt ails : A Photograp hic History of the 4211
d, 

1491
\ and 150'h Peru1sylvan ia Regiments." 

Chris Curtis (M.A. '95 ) accepted a tenure track position at Towa 
State Unjversity. 

Richard B. Ashford ('9 7) a captain in the U.S. Marine Corps. is 
statio ned at Camp Pendleton. Califorrua, where he ni es Cobra 
helicopters. 

Dou glas Appl er (' 99), a graduate student in Urban and Public 
Affairs. recently completed a Peace Corps ex perie nce in 
Guatema la. Appler is part of Virginia Tech's Masters 
Internati onal Program (MlP ), a degr ee pro gra m set up between 
the Peace Corp s and the uruversity to allow student s to make a 
vo lunte e r experience w ith the Peace Corps part of earrung a 
maste r 's degree. 

Kev in Roberts (M.A. ' 0 1) has accepted a tenure -track position 
at New Mexico State Uruversity. The position is U .S./Atlantic 
World History. 

Dist inguished Prof essor : James I. Robertson, Jr. (Ph.D., Emory) Civjl War Era 
rofessors: Li nda Arnold (Ph.D., Texas) Latin America; Frederic J. Baumga rtner (Ph .D., Wisconsin) Reform at ion, Military , 
aoce; William C. Davis (M.A., Sono ma State Co llege) Civi l War; A. Roger Ekirch (Ph .D., JoJms Hopkins ) Earl y American; 
chard F. Hirsh (Ph.D., Wisconsin) Scie nce and Technology; William L. Ochseowald (Ph .D., Clucago) Mjddle East ; Crandall A. 

Shiffl ett (Ph.D., Virginia) South, American Social, Appalachia 
Associa te Profe ss ors : Mai:k V .. Bar ro w, Jr., (Ph.D ., Harvard) Am er ican Environmen tal, Science: Glenn R. Bugh (Ph.D ., 
Maryl and) Anc ient and By zan tine; Beverly Bunch-Lyons (Ph.D .. Miami of Ohio) Afr ica n-Am erican, Women·s . and Oral ; Haywa rd 
Far rar (Ph.D. , Clticago) African-Ame r ican , Milit ary ; Thomas C. Howar d (Ph.D. , Florida State) Modem England , Africa ; Kathleen 
W. Jo nes (Ph.D. , Rut gers) U.S . Women's, M edic ine; Amy Nelson (Ph.D ., Michig an) ~ odern Russia; J. Dea n O'Donnell (Ph .D ., 
Rutgers) European Djplomati c, 201h-Century Europe; Pete r L. Sc hmUthenner (Ph .D ., Wisco ns in) Modern South Asia; N. Larr y 
Shum sky (Ph.D ., UC B erkeley) American Urban, Jnuni gration ; Daniel B. Tho rp (Ph.D. , John s H opk ins) American Co lorual; Peter 
Wallenstein (Ph.D .. John s Hopkin s) South. Virginia, Civil Rights, Hi gher Education. 
Assis tant Professo rs : Alexandr a Cufl'el (Ph.D .. New York) Medieva l: E. Thomas Ewing (Ph .D., Mkhigan) Russian, Educa tion, 
Women 's : Marian Mollin (Ph.D. , U. Mass) U.S. Social; Robert P. Stephens (Ph.D .. Texa s) Modem Europe/Germany. 

Generos ity Begins At Your Academic Home 

A gift to the History Department can be instrumental in supportin g our unde rgra dua te and graduate programs, 
tight budget tjme s. A modest contribution can fund studen t scholar ships here and abroad, graduate student fellow 
exciting new pfogr am initiatives. 

Plea se contact our chair, Professor Glenn R. Bugh (gbugh @vt.edu) wben you sub mit information about yo ur gi ft. With your 
permi ss ion , we wi ll l ist the contributors und er tbe following ca tegories: 

Friends: Up to $250 
Benefactors: Up to $1,000 

Patr ons: Up to $5,000 
Phllanthr bpists: O ver $5,000 

bequests or other special gifts, you should speak w ith E van K. Bohnen. Di rector of 
Arts and Human Scien ces (540 -231-8734 or ebohnen@vt.edu ) 



Graduate Stud ents: (L-R ) Sarah Mitchell, Chris McDermott , 
Heath er Harri s, R egan Shelton, Laurie Eakes, Bri ck, Paul Grady 

Woody Farrar. Bill Ochseuwald. Fred Baumgartner, Amy 
Nelson, Mark Barrow , Dan Thorp 

B'etsy Melliclwmp, Les Melliclwmp , 
R'on Nurse 

.Ian Francis. Linda Fountaine , 
Rhonda Wills - Sta.ff, /994 

• 
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Bill Ochsenwald and 
Larry Shum sky 

'Historicaffy sy~afi113 

'Memories 
William E . Macki e - 1968 

Tom H oward 's (center) "Aji ·ica in the Mod em ·world " class -
S pring 2003 

George G. Shacklefor d - 1968 

Peter Wallenstein -1986 
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We Want to Hear from You! 

Our Newsletter will co ntinue to feature article s and notes about or History Depart men t 
alumni/ alumn ae . We would appreciate information about what you hav e bee n doing since 
leav ing Vir g inia Tec h. Pl ease send mat eria l! to jafran ci@vt .edu or 'Historicaffy Syeakin8, 
Department of Histo ry, Virg inia Tech, Blacks burg. VA 24061-0J 17 

Name: - - ----- -- ------ --- -------- --
Degree/Year: ___ __ _ ____ , ___ _ ______ __ __ _ 

Home Addre ss: ------ -- ----- ---- -------
Email: __ ____ _____ _ ________ __ _ ___ _ 
Occupation/fid e: _ _ ______ _______ ____ _ _ _ 
Profe ssional Dutie s: ___ __ __ ______ _ _______ _ 

Recent Award s, Gran ts, Honors, Etc.: ___ ____ ______ _ _ 

Most Influ ential Profe ssor: ------- - ---- ------- -
Other New s and/or Story Ideas : 

We' re on the Web! 

See us at: 

http :// www.ma jbi ll. vt.edu/history/history / index .html 
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