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(ABSTRACT)

Past research has found that infants between 1- and 4-months of age prefer extremely slow
infant-directed (ID) speech to normal 1D speech. Given that previous studies have paired the
speech with avisual display, it was thought that perhaps the characteristics of the visua display
affected infant preferences for rate of speaking. The present investigation was an attempt to
explore this possibility. In Experiment 1, 3- to 4-month old infants were presented with ID-
normal and ID-slow speech samples paired with displays of higher and lower complexity. Here,
the results showed that infants preferred ID-slow to ID-normal speech regardless of display
complexity. The purpose of Experiment 2 was to determine whether infant preference for
speaking rate could be affected by structural differencesin the visual displays. The same ID-
normal and ID-slow speech samples used in Experiment 1 were paired with visual displays that
either had components in aface-like or scrambled arrangement. The results of Experiment 2
showed that infants preferred the face-like display over the scrambled display regardless of what
speech type was presented (i.e., there was not preference for ID-slow speech). The results of the
study as awhole indicate that young infants prefer ID-slow to ID-normal speech, but that the
presence of aface-like image may overshadow this preference. The study as awhole indicates
that assertions about the power of 1D-slow speech, aswell as any auditory event in general,
should not fail to address the potential influence of other sensory factors, particularly visual.



