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ISCE NEWS FLASH
December 1, 2020

The Call for Proposals for the 2021-2022 ISCE Scholars is now open.
ISCE will also be hosting a meeting for those interested in applying for the final call of
an NIH funding opportunity on Social Connectedness and Health.
See the Funding section for details.
Please send any news items to Yancey Crawford
at yanceyc3@vt.edu by Friday each week.

RSS

Funding Opportunities

Call for Proposals for 2021-2022 ISCE Scholars Now Open!
The ISCE Scholars Program provides faculty support for grant proposals in the
social sciences, broadly defined, and consistent with ISCE's four thematic
areas. Six to eight awards of up to $30,000 will be awarded for a period of one
year, beginning in July 2021. This year's call encourages team proposals
aligned with the University's Transdisciplinary Communities or that
address disinformation, inequality or structural racism. Click here for the
full announcement and application forms.
Deadline: March 1, 2021

ISCE to Host Session for NIH Funding Opportunity on Social
Connectedness & Health
ISCE will be hosting a meeting on Thursday, December 10 at 12 noon for
faculty interested in learning more about or pursuing the final call for the NIH
funding opportunity, Research on Biopsychosocial Factors of Social
Connectedness and Isolation on Health, Wellbeing, Illness, and Recovery
(R01) due in March 2021. If interested, please complete this brief survey so we
can send you an invited Zoom link.

Expertise across all social and behavioral sciences needed!
More than 50 Virginia Tech faculty members recently gathered to share
interests and ideas in response to NSF’s Strengthening American Infrastructure
solicitation. This new line of research seeks to stimulate transformative,
human-centered, cross disciplinary research activity that engages social
and behavioral scientists with researchers from a wide range of other

fields. Initial research concept outlines are due to NSF on December 11, 2020.
If you are interested in learning more about this emerging community of
scholars whose interest broadly fall within the areas of green infrastructure,
energy, health, and communities and how you can participate, contact Yancey
Crawford at ISCE or Aki Ishida, IIHCC program director.

Racial Equality Special Research Grants Now Open
The Spencer Foundation has launched a Racial Equity Special Research
Grants program to support education research projects that can contribute
to understanding and ameliorating racial inequality in education. The
foundation is interested in studies aimed at understanding and disrupting the
reproduction and deepening of educational inequality in education, and that
seek to remake and imagine anew forms of equitable education. It is also
interested in research projects that aim to reimagine educational opportunities
in a multiplicity of education systems, levels, settings, and developmental
ranges and that reach beyond documenting conditions and paradigms that
contribute to persistent racial inequalities. Click here for details.
Deadline: December 15, 2020 (Letter of Intent); January 12, 2021
(Proposal)

Digital Extension Grants for the Humanities
The American Council of Learned Societies welcomes applications for its
Digital Extension Grants. Grants will be awarded to advance humanistic
scholarship by enhancing established digital projects, extending their reach to
new communities of users, and supporting teams of scholars at all stages of
their careers as they participate in such projects. Six grants of up to $150,000

over 12-18 months will be awarded in all disciplines of the humanities and
related social sciences. Click here for details.
Deadline: December 15, 2020

Health Data for Action
RWJF’s Health Data for Action (HD4A) program, managed by AcademyHealth,
aims to reduce the barriers often faced in accessing rich data by serving as a
conduit between data owners and interested researchers. RWJF will make
data from unique 8 data owners available to researchers at no cost. Most
selected projects will not receive a financial award for personnel or other
project-related costs; limited funding up to $100,000 per project, however, is
available for a small number of projects from principal investigators who have
not previously received external research funding. Click here for details and to
view the sources of available data.
Deadline: December 17, 2020

Switzer Research Fellowship Program
The National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation
Research at the Administration for Community Living has announced its
Switzer Research Fellowship program. The purpose of the program is to
build research capacity by providing support to highly-qualified
individuals, including those who have disabilities, to conduct research on
the rehabilitation of individuals with disabilities. Projects should develop
methods, procedures, and rehabilitation technology that maximize the full
inclusion and integration into society, employment, independent living, family

support, and economic and social self-sufficiency of individuals with disabilities.
Click here for details.
Deadline: December 21, 2020

Opportunities for Research in Child Development
The Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD) has two open
opportunities with early 2021 deadlines:
Policy Fellowships in Child Development
SRCD is seeking applicants for its U.S. Policy Fellowship Programs for
the 2021-2022 academic year. There are two fellowship programs: federal
and state. The purpose of the fellowships is to provide researchers with
immersive opportunities to (1) learn firsthand about policy
development, implementation, and evaluation, and (2) use their
expertise to inform child and family public policies and programs
that support diverse populations. Click here for details.
Deadline: January 4, 2021
2021 Small Grants Program for Early Career Scholars
SRCD is accepting submissions for its fourth annual Small Grants
Program for Early Career Scholars. Grants of up to $7,500 are available
for research projects conducted by SRCD early career members who
completed their doctoral degrees in the past five years, regardless of their
appointment, institution, or country of residence. Click here for details.
Deadline: February 10, 2021

Call for Proposals: Mental Health Access for Youth

The Klingenstein Third Generation Foundation has issued a call for proposals
to fund academic research in the development of innovative models of
mental health service delivery such as those that leverage technology, nontraditional treatment settings, and professional and paraprofessional treatment
providers or others (e.g. teachers, parents, primary care physicians). The goal
to improve access to mental health care for children and adolescents.
Proposals that focus on youth with limited supports and resources and those
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic are of particular interest. Click here for
details.
Deadline: January 10, 2021

Call for Concept Notes on Disinformation
The NetGain partnership has issued a Request for Proposals for its Small
Grants program, which is managed by the Media Democracy Fund. The
program will support projects on digital threats to democracy,
mis/disinformation, and public interest research on dominant platforms or
other projects that advance knowledge on societal harms caused by platform
companies or that provide policy, legal, public education, or technological
interventions as counterweights to growing platform power. Eligible activities
include research, collaborative projects and/or campaigns, virtual convenings,
and creative interventions. Click here for details.
Deadline: January 11, 2021

Call for Two Research Opportunities Focused on Youth
The W.T. Grant Foundation is seeking proposals for two of its research
programs:
Research Grants on Reducing Inequality: This program seeks studies
that build, test and increase understanding of responses to inequality and

in youth outcomes. Click here for details.
Research Grants on Improving the Use of Research Evidence: This
program seeks studies about how to improve the use of research
evidence in ways that benefit youth. Click here for details.
Deadline: January 13, 2021 (both)

TESS: Special Competition for Young Investigators
Time-sharing Experiments for the Social Sciences (TESS) is an NSF-funded
initiative in which investigators propose survey experiments to be fielded
using a nationally representative Internet platform via NORC's
AmeriSpeak® Panel. To enable early-stage scholars to field larger-scale
studies than what TESS normally conducts, TESS has announced a Special
Competition for Young Investigators. This competition is limited to graduate
students and individuals who are no more than 3 years post-Ph.D. Click here
for details.
Deadline: January 15, 2021

New NIH Early Stage Investigator Funding Opportunity
NIH has posted a new funding opportunity, the Stephen I. Katz Early Stage
Investigator Research Project grant, which will support innovative projects
that represent a change in research direction for an early stage
investigator and for which no preliminary data exist. Applications including
preliminary data will be considered non-compliant with the instructions and will
be withdrawn.There are two options, PAR-21-038, without a clinical trial and
PAR-21-039, a basic experimental study with human subjects. Many of the NIH

institutes and centers are participating in this funding opportunity.
Deadline: January 26, 2021 (first deadline)

Humanities Summer Stipends
The Virginia Tech Center for Humanities invites all full-time faculty members
(including non-tenure-track and tenure-line faculty) to submit a proposal for a
Center for Humanities summer grant of $4,000 for summer 2021. All faculty
members are eligible. Competitive proposals will identify a humanistic,
human-centered topic of research to be supported by the grant. Click here
for details and the application form.
Deadline: February 1, 2021

Funding for Smart Health/Biomedical Research in Era of AI
The joint National Science Foundation and National Institutes of Health
solicitation, Smart Health and Biomedical Research in the Era of AI and
Advanced Data Science, has recently been updated. This solicitation supports
innovative, high-risk/high-reward biomedical research which can only be
achieved with convergent, inter-disciplinary approaches that draw from multiple
domains of computer and information science, engineering, mathematics and
biomedical, social, behavioral, and economic sciences. Projects must make
fundamental contributions to two or more disciplines to improve
understanding of biomedical and health-related processes and address a key
health problem. Click here for details.

An informational webinar will be held on Monday, December 21st from 3:004:30 p.m. Join via Zoom; Webinar ID: 161 901 9184; Passcode: nCLU1d.
Deadline: February 16, 2021 (first deadline)

Information Sessions for Health and Aging Policy Fellows
The Health and Aging Policy Fellows Program is recruiting for its 2020-2021
cycle. The program provides a unique opportunity for professionals in health
and aging to gain the experience and skills necessary to make a positive
contribution to the development and implementation of health policies that
affect older Americans. The Fellowship is open to professionals in all disciplines
and at all career stages. Information sessions, including ones on December
3rd from 3:00-4:00 p.m. and December 16th from 12:00-1:00 p.m. are
being held over the next few months.
Deadline: April 15, 2021

Aligning Systems for Health: Call for Rapid-Cycle Research Proposals
Aligning Systems for Health, led by the Georgia Health Policy Center and
supported by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, released its third call for
proposals for rapid-cycle research studies. The call seeks to strengthen the
evidence base around approaches and conditions that foster cross-sector
alignment of health care, public health, and social services to better address
the goals and needs of the people and communities they serve, with a
particular focus on how to measure cross-sector alignment. Proposals will be
considered on a rolling basis and should be achievable in nine months or
less with up to $75,000 of support. For more information, click here.

Deadline: Rolling

Previously Posted Opportunities

American Lung Association - Public Policy Research Award
Deadline: December 10, 2020
World Justice Project - World Justice Challenge: Advancing the Rule of Law
in a Time of Crisis
Deadline: December 11, 2020
National Science Foundation - Three Opportunities
Strengthening American Infrastructure; Deadline: December 11, 2020
(Required LOI)
Mid-Career Advancement; Deadline: February 1, 2021
Human Networks & Data Science; Deadline: February 4, 2021
NASEM/Ford Foundation - Fellowships to Increase Faculty Diversity
Deadline: December 17, 2020
Office of Evaluation Services - 2021 Fellowships
Deadline: December 13, 2020
Center for Retirement Research at Boston College - Steven H. Sandell
Grant Program
Deadline: January 31, 2021

Conferences, Seminars and Events

Forum: In the Eye of the COVID Storm

Join the Center for Gerontology for a Q & A session on Wednesday,
December 2nd at 10:00 a.m. with Dr. Al O. Giwa, who will share experiences
and insights that he gleaned from his work in the Emergency Department at Mt.
Sinai during the First Wave of the Pandemic. Dr. Giwa will also discuss
implications for older adults. Click here to register.

Reconciling Privacy & Accountability: The Context of COVID-19
The Maury Strauss Distinguished Public Lecture, presented by the Fralin
Biomedical Research Institute, will feature Dr. Anita L. Allen, from the
University of Pennsylvania, on Thursday, December 3rd at 5:30 p.m. She
will present, "Reconciling Privacy and Accountability: The Context of COVID19." Click here for the event flier and to register.

Call for Abstracts: Embedding AI in Society
Researchers may submit abstracts up to 1500 words for the online
symposium, Embedding AI in Society, part of the R. L. Rabb Science and
Society Symposium series at North Carolina State University to be held in
February 2021. Researchers from any discipline whose work relates to the
social, political, and ethical dimensions of AI are invited to submit abstracts.
The focus can be on conceptual or empirical work. Click here for the
symposium website and here for details on abstract submission. Deadline:
December 4, 2020.

One Year of COVID-19: Women Across the World
This December marks a year of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has challenged
human civilization in a way never before seen. To commemorate that
milestone, the Virginia Tech Department of English will host a virtual
conversation among scholars with transnational research expertise in
feminism as well as community work experience in disasters such as
pandemics. The event, "One Year of COVID-19: How Women Across the
World Are Coping, Managing and Resisting COVID-19," will be held on
Monday, December 7th from 9:00-10:30 a.m. Click here for the event flier and
to register.

COVID-19: Lessons from the Past; Policies & Practices for the Present
The Virginia Tech Alumni Association will present its next HokieTalk, “Virginia
Tech and COVID-19: Lessons from the Past; Policies and Practices for the
Present,” on December 8 at 7 p.m. EST. In this free virtual event, Virginia Tech
experts will explore lessons that the 1918 flu pandemic has to offer
COVID-19, shared trauma and shared resilience, and personal travel
during the pandemic. Click here for details and to register.

NIA Director's Regional Meeting 2020
Register for this virtual meeting to learn about research and training
opportunities for individuals new to aging research (early career) as well as
those underrepresented in aging research. The meeting will be held on
December 7, 2020 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. EST. Click here for details
and to register.

Informational Webinar on Training Program for Alzheimer's Disease
The Institute on Methods and Protocols for Advancement of Clinical Trials in
ADRD (IMPACT-AD) is a multidisciplinary Alzheimer’s Disease and Related
Dementias clinical trial training program funded by the National Institute on
Aging and the Alzheimer’s Association. The program planners will be hosting
an IMPACT-AD Informational Webinar for the next training program to be held
in fall 2021. The webinar will be held on December 15th from 12:00-1:00 PT
(3:00 p.m. ET). Click here to register and here for the event flier.

Webinar: Navigating the Impact Landscape
Kudos has developed a webinar that discusses research impact - what it is,
why it matters and how you can increase impact potential. Click here to
view the pre-recorded webinar or here to read a summary.

Announcements and Faculty News
Changes to Qualtrics: Provide Your Input
Due to recent changes to the pricing of Qualtrics, the survey and data collection

tool that is available to faculty across campus, Virginia Tech is looking at
alternatives for a campus-wide survey tool option. The Office of Procurement is
also negotiating with Qualtrics to develop an agreement, so that departments
that need to use Qualtrics can purchase their own licenses for software and
services at a more affordable cost. A committee is working on exploring new
vendors for the university-wide, centrally funded license for general use. As the
university goes through this process, they are encouraging faculty and
departments to contact them with ideas, needs and feedback. If you have
questions or comments, contact Patty Branscome in IT Procurement and
Licensing Services at 540-231-9471 or patty.branscome@vt.edu.

Call for Manuscripts for Special Section on Anti-Racism
The Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD) has issued a call for
manuscripts for a special section on Advancing Scholarship on Anti-Racism
within Developmental Science. SRCD seeks submissions that highlight
innovative and high impact developmental science that will inform the
development of anti-racism in children within and across contexts, and with
attention to developmental stages. Click here for details.
Deadline: December 15, 2020 (Letter of intent)

Introducing the flavor of
community and the humanities to
food studies
Virginia Tech has launched a
Food Studies Program with Anna
Zeide, associate professor of history,
serving as its founding director. The
program, which is housed in the
College of Liberal Arts and Human
Sciences, offers a space for
collaboration in a range of projects

across the university and around the
region. Read more...

Ron Fricker named interim dean
of the College of Science
Fricker will officially assume his
new role on Jan. 4. Fricker’s
appointment as interim dean follows
the announcement that current Dean
Sally C. Morton has accepted the
position as executive vice president
of the Knowledge Enterprise at
Arizona State University effective at
the end of the year. Read more...
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