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ADVERTISEMENT

The first A380 stored at the Spanish airport of Teruel is set to depart at the end of
this week. This will be the first Airbus superjumbo to leave the facility since the start
of the pandemic, signaling a level of recovery in aviation. Currently home to 22 of
the double-decker aircraft, Teruel will also see a second Airbus A380 leave before
the end of the year.
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Teruel is home to 22 A380s right now, but one is getting ready to leave. Photo: Teruel Airport

First A380 to fly out of Teruel

Having been home to a variety of Airbus superjumbos since the start of the
pandemic, Teruel is gearing up for the first of its adopted aircraft to leave. While the
team at the airport has been hard at work taking care of the giant aircraft, one
airline is ready to bring its plane back to the flock.

According to Spanish outlet Heraldo, the airport has filed for an A380 departure at
the end of the week. The outlet quoted the airport director, Alejandro Ibrahim, as

saying,
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“To see the A380 plane take off and fly again from Teruel is great news and a
milestone at the airport in relation to the recovery of air traffic, which was
greatly affected on long-haul flights due to COVID-19.”

Not only that, but the airport will see another A380 leaving storage before the end
of the year. These will be the first A380s to depart from Teruel since the start of the
pandemic, which has seen some 22 giant jumbos parked and stored at the airport.
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By the end of the year, two A380s will leave the facility. Photo: Teruel Airport overhead

The return of the A380 is seen as a mark of the recovery of aviation, and it's not just
Teruel that is seeing some superjumbo action. Singapore Airlines has so far taken
three of its giant jumbos out of storage in Alice Springs this year, positioning them
back at Changi. They will hopefully soon be scheduled into rotation.

Of course, it's not all good news for the double-decker jumbo. Lufthansa is gearing
up to send its final A380 to Teruel for storage later this month, with the flight
scheduled in for September 14, This will take the number of Lufthansa A380s at
Teruel up to the full 14, with the chances of reactivation pegged at slim to none.
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Stay informed: Sign up for our daily and weekly aviation news digests.

So whose A380 is it?

Since early 2020, Teruel has been home to A380s from a variety of airlines. The first
to arrive were two Air France A380s, soon followed by members from Lufthansa and
British Airways. This April, the fleet got a bit more diverse with the addition of an
Etihad A380, soon to be followed by another five.
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Of the 22 A380s at the airport, two are in Air France livery. The airline very publicly
retired the type from its fleet right at the start of the pandemic, and these two are
unlikely to fly again. 13 belong to Lufthansa, soon to be 14. At a recent earnings call,
the airline’s CEO said the A380 would ‘obviously’ not be coming back, so it's unlikely
to be any of these. And Etihad, while not entirely ruling out the A380, has been very
clear that it will not return to the fleet any time soon.

Etihad began storing its A380s in Teruel in April. Photo: Teruel Airport
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That leaves just one operator - British Airways. Outside of Dubai, British Airways has
been one of the most obviously committed A380 owners in the world. It has never
made any noises about early retirement of the type, despite waving goodbye to its

other quadjets. It has put the fleet into a strict maintenance rotation, keeping the
aircraft in top shape, ready to return to service.

British Airways has removed the Airbus A380 from its schedule through March 2022. Photo:
Airbus

Although the type has been removed from the schedule until late March 2022, the
airline has remained openly devoted to bringing the type back, eventually. Just this
month, it was revealed that the maintenance contract with Lufthansa Technik for
the A380s had been extended for another five years, demonstrating the airline’s
dedication to bringing it back into service.
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With two set to leave Teruel before the end of the year, this bodes very well for the
type staying on the schedules for March 2022. Operating out of a slot-constrained
hub like London Heathrow on some of the most high-demand routes in the world
means the A380 still makes sense for BA, and will likely remain a key part of the fleet
for some years to come.

ADVERTISEMENT

27 @ SHARE W TWEET in SHARE & SHARE

Joanna Bailey

Managing Editor - Joanna has worked in publishing for more than a
decade and is fast becoming a go-to source for commercial aviation
analysis. Providing commentary for outlets including the BBC, CNBC,
Reuters Thomson and others, she works closely with IATA, AviaDev and
various airlines and suppliers to get the inside track on the global
marketplace.

¥in

More great Simple Flying content:

https://simpleflying.com/first-airbus-a380-set-to-takeoff-from-spanish-storage-facility/?utm_source=pop 6/14


https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://simpleflying.com/first-airbus-a380-set-to-takeoff-from-spanish-storage-facility/
https://twitter.com/share?&text=First%20Airbus%20A380%20Set%20To%20Takeoff%20From%20Spanish%20Storage%20Facility&via=simple_flying&url=https://simpleflying.com/first-airbus-a380-set-to-takeoff-from-spanish-storage-facility/
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https://simpleflying.com/first-airbus-a380-set-to-takeoff-from-spanish-storage-facility/
mailto:?subject=First%20Airbus%20A380%20Set%20To%20Takeoff%20From%20Spanish%20Storage%20Facility&body=First%20Airbus%20A380%20Set%20To%20Takeoff%20From%20Spanish%20Storage%20Facility%20https://simpleflying.com/first-airbus-a380-set-to-takeoff-from-spanish-storage-facility/
https://simpleflying.com/author/jo/
https://simpleflying.com/author/jo/
https://twitter.com/OhJoBails
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jojonic/
https://simpleflying.com/boeing-winglets-airbus-sharklets/

9/9/21, 2:31 AM First Airbus A380 Set To Takeoff From Spanish Storage Facility - Simple Flying

Why Boeing Has Winglets And Airbus Has Sharklets

Nicholas Cummins

Cathay Pacific Staff May Be Required To Get Vaccinated
Chris Loh

https://simpleflying.com/first-airbus-a380-set-to-takeoff-from-spanish-storage-facility/?utm_source=pop 714


https://simpleflying.com/boeing-winglets-airbus-sharklets/
https://simpleflying.com/author/nick/
https://simpleflying.com/cathay-pacific-vaccines-required/
https://simpleflying.com/author/chris/
https://simpleflying.com/boeing-winglets-airbus-sharklets/
https://simpleflying.com/cathay-pacific-vaccines-required/
https://simpleflying.com/airbaltic-90-million-aid/

9/9/21, 2:31 AM First Airbus A380 Set To Takeoff From Spanish Storage Facility - Simple Flying

airBaltic To Receive Another €90 Million In COVID-19 Related Aid
Luke Bodell

KLM's First Boeing 787-10 Spotted In Charleston
Chris Loh

https://simpleflying.com/first-airbus-a380-set-to-takeoff-from-spanish-storage-facility/?utm_source=pop 8/14


https://simpleflying.com/airbaltic-90-million-aid/
https://simpleflying.com/author/lukebodell/
https://simpleflying.com/klm-787-10-spotted/
https://simpleflying.com/author/chris/
https://simpleflying.com/airbaltic-90-million-aid/
https://simpleflying.com/klm-787-10-spotted/

9/9/21, 2:31 AM First Airbus A380 Set To Takeoff From Spanish Storage Facility - Simple Flying

Trans-Tasman Routes Off The Books For Air New Zealand Until March

Andrew Curran

https://simpleflying.com/first-airbus-a380-set-to-takeoff-from-spanish-storage-facility/?utm_source=pop 9/14


https://simpleflying.com/air-new-zealand-trans-tasman/
https://simpleflying.com/author/andrew/
https://simpleflying.com/jet-blue-desperately-needs-heathrow-slots-to-start-transatlantic-flights/
https://simpleflying.com/air-new-zealand-trans-tasman/
https://simpleflying.com/jet-blue-desperately-needs-heathrow-slots-to-start-transatlantic-flights/

9/9/21, 2:31 AM First Airbus A380 Set To Takeoff From Spanish Storage Facility - Simple Flying

Jet Blue Desperately Needs Heathrow Slots To Start Transatlantic Flights

Tom Boon
Holy Cross
Sponsored

Risk for Colorectal Cancer
Colorectal cancer is the third most common can

AdChoices [> Sponsored

Enter your search topic

https://simpleflying.com/first-airbus-a380-set-to-takeoff-from-spanish-storage-facility/?utm_source=pop 10/14


https://simpleflying.com/jet-blue-desperately-needs-heathrow-slots-to-start-transatlantic-flights/
https://simpleflying.com/author/tom/
https://dynamic-cdn.openweb.com/yad/optout.html

9/9/21, 2:31 AM First Airbus A380 Set To Takeoff From Spanish Storage Facility - Simple Flying

Latest Stories:

Spirit Airlines Inks Deal With ALC For 15 Airbus A320neo Family Jets

26 Routes Across South America: Introducing The New Amaszonas

Netflix Charters & Paints Boeing 737 For 5 Hour Celebration Flight

How Many Active Vs Stored Boeing 777s Are There?

First Airbus A380 Set To Takeoff From Spanish Storage Facility

ADVERTISEMENT

https://simpleflying.com/first-airbus-a380-set-to-takeoff-from-spanish-storage-facility/?utm_source=pop 11/14


https://simpleflying.com/spirit-a320neo-alc-agreement/
https://simpleflying.com/amaszonas-airlines/
https://simpleflying.com/netflix-money-heist-plane/
https://simpleflying.com/how-many-active-vs-stored-boeing-777s-are-there/
https://simpleflying.com/first-airbus-a380-set-to-takeoff-from-spanish-storage-facility/
https://simpleflying.com/spirit-a320neo-alc-agreement/
https://simpleflying.com/amaszonas-airlines/
https://simpleflying.com/netflix-money-heist-plane/
https://simpleflying.com/how-many-active-vs-stored-boeing-777s-are-there/
https://simpleflying.com/first-airbus-a380-set-to-takeoff-from-spanish-storage-facility/

9/9/21, 2:31 AM First Airbus A380 Set To Takeoff From Spanish Storage Facility - Simple Flying

Get More Involved:

Email Newsletters
Routes Newsletter
App Download
Podcast

Videos

Ad Free Subscription

ADVERTISEMENT

Latest Podcast Episode:

https://simpleflying.com/first-airbus-a380-set-to-takeoff-from-spanish-storage-facility/?utm_source=pop 12/14


https://simpleflying.com/email-newsletters/
https://simpleflying.com/routes-newsletter/
https://simpleflying.com/simple-flying-android-ios-app-download/
https://simpleflying.com/podcast/
https://simpleflying.com/daily-videos/
https://simpleflying.com/ad-free-subscription/
https://simpleflying.com/podcast-82/

9/9/21, 2:31 AM First Airbus A380 Set To Takeoff From Spanish Storage Facility - Simple Flying

The Simple Flying Podcast Episode 82: The End Of Alitalia, Air Astana’s Plans

https://simpleflying.com/first-airbus-a380-set-to-takeoff-from-spanish-storage-facility/?utm_source=pop 13/14


https://simpleflying.com/podcast-82/
https://simpleflying.com/podcast-82/
https://simpleflying.com/contact-us/
https://simpleflying.com/corrections/
https://simpleflying.com/submit-story-tip/
https://simpleflying.com/advertise/
https://simpleflying.com/email-newsletters/
https://simpleflying.com/routes-newsletter/
https://simpleflying.com/simple-flying-android-ios-app-download/
https://simpleflying.com/podcast/
https://simpleflying.com/daily-videos/
https://simpleflying.com/ad-free-subscription/

9/9/21, 2:31 AM First Airbus A380 Set To Takeoff From Spanish Storage Facility - Simple Flying
Simple Flying
About Us
Jobs
Events

Future Flying Webinars

Future Flying Forum 2021

Policies

Content Disclaimer
Advertising Policy
Cookie Policy
Privacy Policy

Terms And Conditions

Follow Simple Flying:
O ovind

© Copyright Simple Flying - 2018 - 2021

https://simpleflying.com/first-airbus-a380-set-to-takeoff-from-spanish-storage-facility/?utm_source=pop 14/14


https://simpleflying.com/about/
https://simpleflying.com/jobs/
https://simpleflying.com/events/
https://simpleflying.com/future-flying-webinars/
https://futureflyingforum.com/
https://simpleflying.com/disclaimer/
https://simpleflying.com/advertising-policy/
https://simpleflying.com/cookie-policy/
https://simpleflying.com/privacy-policy/
https://simpleflying.com/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.instagram.com/simpleflyingnews
https://facebook.com/simpleflyingnews
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCT3wwJBh8fwePiNC63NlzCA
https://twitter.com/simple_flying
https://www.linkedin.com/company/33222643
https://www.tiktok.com/@simpleflying?_d=secCgsIARCbDRgBIAMoARICjx3epH6u7zcU2fYre9glo6MJjUQSxzh9U8exxCe7c8W9mQj9WSHhdl0H7cNx3d3ixNP9SebSFwNk42jwkaAA&language=en&preview_pb=0&sec_user_id=MS4wLjABAAAAOM7uCrLrZBewbNUwyejYde-Uq1dMaF1UNQ2NLSK2Xc0Ax9lMcUbyB8RGrq50v15N&share_item_id=6899041402198461697&share_link_id=A363DE4E-8382-48F4-A624-F1E62023DBB7&timestamp=1606308534&tt_from=copy&u_code=ded8bbb1cl4ka0&user_id=6872016097949352961&utm_campaign=client_share&utm_medium=ios&utm_source=copy&source=h5_m

