About the Virginia Tech April 16, 2007, Condolence
Archives of the University Libraries (2007-2011)
The Archival Collection
In the days and weeks following the events of April 16, 2007, Virginia Tech received thousands of cards and letters
of support, posters, banners, art, poetry, wreaths, memory books, and other unique items from around the world.
Campus visitors often left items at impromptu memorials too. These materials were displayed on the Virginia Tech
campus for several months before being gathered together and inventoried under the direction of the University
Archivist, Tamara Kennelly. The Archival Collection consists of over 500 cubic feet of these condolence artifacts
and related materials available to researchers through the Special Collections Department located on the first floor of
the Newman Library. These artifacts are a representative portion of the items given to the university and comprise
the "Virginia Tech April 16, 2007, Condolence Archives of the University Libraries." The finding aid, which details
the artifacts in the Archival Collection, is available in Special Collections and at
http://ead.lib.virginia.edu/vivaead/published/vt/viblbv00656.xml.frame.
For assistance using the Archival Collection, please contact Special Collections at: specref@vt.edu.

The Digital Collection
Beginning in the summer of 2007, the university decided to take pictures of many of the artifacts in the Archival
Collection to share with the world along with photos of campus events. Representative artifacts were digitally
photographed to provide online access to the Archives, initially in collaboration with Rutgers University Libraries,
who generously provided their RUCore system. In 2009, the University Libraries purchased a content management
system, CONTENTdm, to locally host this more extensive collection of digital files. In March 2012 the Condolence
Archives were moved to VTechWorks (an open-source DSpace repository). The online archives of photos and other
digital files (e.g., audio) was largely compiled in FY 2010. The Virginia Tech April 16, 2007, Condolence Archives
of the University Libraries is publicly available and searchable at:
http://vtechworks.lib.vt.edu/handle/10919/11385/advanced-search.
To request permission to use materials in the Condolence Archives, please consult Copyright and Conditions of Use.
Please note that the Virginia Tech April 16, 2007, Condolence Archives of the University Libraries does not contain
any official records or documents related to the event.

Additional Resources
The Digital Library and Archives maintains links to other sources of information about April 16, 2007.
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the network that permitted team members to simultaneously log in metadata on the Excel spreadsheet. A team of
workers—all present or former Virginia Tech students—was hired in late June to accession and process the
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procedures.
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Finn, and Christy Stanley verified and completed the metadata for the RUCore presentation. They created a
standardized vocabulary with standardized names, places, and events, some of which they passed on to the Library
of Congress. Digital Library and Archives (DLA) staff Gail McMillan (director), Kimberli Weeks, Carolyn
Kletnieks, and Jane Wills worked to make images available through RUCore.
The task force that researched various content management systems included Leslie O’Brien (chair), Curtis Carr,
Andrew Fabian, Gail McMillan, Aaron Purcell, Steve Tatum, and Kimberli Weeks. Gary Worley (director) and
Donald Inman of the University’s Digital Imaging unit also served on the task force. Andrew Fabian installed the
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Copyright and Conditions of Use
Unless otherwise noted, Virginia Tech owns the materials in the Virginia Tech April 16, 2007, Condolence Archives
of the University Libraries, and retains copyright of the physical and digital materials that comprise the Archives.
Title 17 of the United States Code (Copyright Law) protects all the materials in the Virginia Tech April 16, 2007,
Condolence Archives of the University Libraries and its databases, Web sites, etc. Some use of these items may be
allowed under "fair use.” Transmission or reproduction of materials in the Archives beyond that allowed by fair use
requires written permission.
Contact the Digital Library and Archives (gailmac@vt.edu) or Special Collections (specref@vt.edu) for permission
to publish or if you have questions about copyright and appropriate use of the Virginia Tech April 16, 2007,
Condolence Archives of the University Libraries. We can also be reached at P.O. Box 90001, University Libraries,
Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA 24061-9001.
Copyright owners who are not properly identified should also contact DLA.

