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Purpose 

• Why we should view academic libraries from a 
perspective of openness 

• Identify opportunities to promote openness 

• Explore the openness theme in terms of 
library relevance/perception 



Overview 

• What is Open? 

• A Few Open Milestones 

• Openness and Academic Libraries 

• Exemplifying Openness 

• Some Limitations and Critiques 



What is Open? 

• Aspects of Openness 
– Access 

– Reuse/Remix 

– Participation 

– Transparency 

• Definitions 



http://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/
boai-10-recommendations 
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opendefinition.org 



openglam.org/principles 



Open Milestones 

• 1665- Philosophical Transactions 

• 1810- University of Berlin 

• 1876- Johns Hopkins, ALA founded 

• Post WWII- Research funding, Open Society 

• 1998- Open Source movement 



Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech) 
is a public land-grant university serving the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, the nation, and the world community. The discovery 
and dissemination of new knowledge are central to its 
mission. Through its focus on teaching and learning, research 
and discovery, and outreach and engagement, the university 
creates, conveys, and applies knowledge to expand personal 
growth and opportunity, advance social and community 
development, foster economic competitiveness, and improve 
the quality of life. 



We are “explicitly committed to intellectual freedom and the 
freedom of access to information. We have a special 
obligation to ensure the free flow of information and ideas to 
present and future generations.” 



Openness and Academic Libraries 

• Remove price barrier 

• Access to the stacks 

• Interlibrary cooperation 

• Accessibility 

• Censorship 

• Privacy 



Openness and Academic Libraries 

• Open Access 

• Open Data 

• Open Educational Resources 

• Information Literacy 

• Fair Use and Open Licensing 

• Hackathons/Editathons 

• Partnerships 



  

• Knowledge creation 
• Licensing 
• Citing 
• Linking to 

- Library resources 
      - Open Access   
            - Labeling 





Information Literacy 

• ACRL report on intersections 
with scholarly communication  

• “strategic realignment for library 
resilience” 

 



https://www.april.org/en/open-formats  
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Exemplifying Openness 

• Open metadata 

• Open licensing 

• Open source 

• Transparency 

• Open Access policy 

• Changing P&T guidelines 



Beyond the Library 

• Consortia 
– Non-disclosure agreements 

– Green archiving 

– Transition to funding OA publishing 

• Library associations 
– Open access 

– Open licensing 



Critiques and Limitations 

• Openness in itself isn’t sufficient 

• Open or Closed? 

• Priority claims 



Limits to Openness 

• Technical 

• Language 

• Accessibility 

• Human/Cultural 

 



Libraries can… 

• Define the meaning of open 

• Influence the university 

• Help change the default 

• Help create knowledge 



How students 
see the library 

Library Bookshelf by twechy, available under a Creative Commons 
Attribution license on Flickr 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/twechy/6830923298/�
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en�
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/deed.en�


Wallet – Money by 401(K) 2013, available under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike license on 
Flickr 

How faculty 
see the library 
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Why an openness theme? 

• Redefine library relevance 

• Efficiency 

• Trust 

• Engagement 



Is a comprehensive approach to openness  
useful for libraries? 

 

If so, can it be communicated in a way that 
enhances library relevance and changes 
user perceptions? 

 
Thanks! 

Contact me at pyoung1@vt.edu  

Open@VT blog https://blogs.lt.vt.edu/openvt   
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