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News from Audrey Zink-Sharp, Interim Department Head
•Spring 2010 Commencement

•Friday, May 14th , Graduate School Commencement Ceremony will be held at 2:30 p.m. in Cassell 
Coliseum. Approximately 1,000 Virginia Tech graduate and professional students are expected to 
complete their degree requirements and participate in the graduate school ceremony.  Stephan 
Bieri, an internationally recognized consultant specializing in scientific evaluation and intellectual 
property and chairman of the scientific advisory board at Virginia Tech’s Virginia Bioinformatics 
Institute, will give the keynote address.  
•Friday, May 14th , University Commencement Ceremony is scheduled for 7: 30 p.m. in Lane 
Stadium.  Virginia’s new governor, Robert F. McDonnell, will address Virginia Tech’s Class of 2010 
during the University Commencement exercises. 
•Saturday, May 15th , College of Natural Resources undergraduate ceremony will take place at 
8:30 a.m. in the War Memorial Gymnasium. 

•This year’s outstanding doctoral student was Dr. Zhiyuan Lin and Gavin Wherry was awarded outstanding 
Master ‘s student.  Rebecca Buck was selected as our A.B. Massey Award winner.  Zhiyuan was advised by 
Dr. Scott Renneckar and Dr. Urs Buehlmann was the advisor for both Gavin and Rebecca. Congratulations 
to this year’s outstanding graduate students. 

•Our 2010 outstanding senior is Daniel Roethle.  Congratulations Dan on your many accomplishments (and 
there were many !). 

•Tom Hammett was invited to give the keynote address by Virginia Tech’s Gamma Omega Chapter of the 
Phi Beta Delta at their Spring Induction Ceremony held April 13, 2010.  Phi Beta Delta is the International 
Honor Society  that recognizes achievements in international educational interchange.  Dr. Hammett is the 
winner of the 2010 Alumni Award for Excellence in International Education awarded by Virginia Tech’s 
Outreach and International Affairs division and spoke about “Internationalizing our scholarship and 
education: A look back to gaze forward.” 

•Faculty positions available in packaging science. The Department is seeking applicants to fill two 
faculty positions in the area of packaging science. The positions are non-tenure track at the Instructor or 
Professor of Practice rank and will be available beginning August 1, 2010. Please see the position 
description at the end of this issue for more information and http://www.woodscience.vt.edu

•Associate Dean of Academic Programs position available.  The College of Natural Resources invites 
applications for the position of Associate Dean of Academic Programs.  This is a full time, 12-month, 
administrative faculty position.  The position is available July 1, 2010.  The position description is attached 
at the end of this issue.  Also see http://www.cnr.vt.edu
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Other news in the department and around campus:

Wood Enterprise Institute Reception
Earl Kline
Please join this year’s Wood Enterprise Institute (WEI) for a reception where students will 
showcase their products, methods, and experiences for the 2009/2010 academic year. The 
reception will be held in the new Innovation and Design Laboratory at the Thomas M. Brooks 
Forest Products Center, 3-5 pm on Tuesday, May 4, 2010. A brief 20 minute presentation at 3:30 
pm will be led by the students to report on this year’s WEI business and experiences.

WOOD 3324: Green Building Systems For Fall 2010
Dan Hindman
The Green Building Systems course was previously listed as WOOD 4984 CRN # 97821. Due to a 
problem with scheduling, all the class members from the special study were deleted instead of 
transferred to the new course. Green Building Systems has been added to the schedule as WOOD 
3324 CRN #98132. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Dr. Hindman at 
dhindman@vt.edu.

Students visit MeadWestvaco paper mill
Maren Roman
On April 23rd, the students of the Wood Chemistry class visited the MeadWestvaco paper mill in 
Covington, VA. The mill produces bleached paperboard for cigarette, food, and cosmetics 
packaging, among other uses. The tour of the facility included the wood yard, where the students 
observed delivery of the logs and storage of the wood chips, the pulp mill, where the students 
saw industrial-scale digesters and pulp washers, and the no.1 and no. 2 paper machines, where 
the students learned how the bleached pulp is turned into paperboard. The visit had been kindly 
arranged by Waneta McKinney and was guided by the MWV employees Jim Corson, Steve Wilson, 
Gary Barger, and Greg Kristoff. The students were accompanied by Maren Roman, the course 
instructor, and Hezhong Wang, a postdoctoral associate in the Sustainable Engineered Materials 
Institute.

From left to right: back row – Hezhong 
Wang, Shawn Crawford, Justin Morris, Will 
Rand; middle row – Jim Corson (MWV), 
Matt Mohr, Kevin Roberts, Scott McDonald; 
front row – David Youngman, Maren 
Roman

Picture by Waneta McKinney (MWV)

mailto:dhindman@vt.edu�


News

Inside VT Wood-Volume 5 Issue 4 – May 2010-Department of Wood Science & Forest Products Page 3 of 7

Kids’ Tech University
Linda Caudill
And you thought Cassell Coliseum was just about college sports. Well, one recent Saturday 
afternoon in April, it was all about science! On April 10, 2010, the Department of Wood Science 
and Forest Products’ Rick Caudill and Linda Caudill helped a group of young minds learn why it 
was so important for the “pioneers” to use the right kind of oak to make the water barrels for 
their covered wagons back in the 19th century. The demonstration, fashioned after Wood Magic’s 
“bubbling bazooka” activity, showed the young scientists why not to use red oak to make barrels, 
and why the cellular structure of white oak is perfect for tight cooperage. Children were invited to 
look at oak samples using hand lenses, then try blowing bubbles through red and white oak 
dowels. If a child was blowing as hard as he or she could, were red in the face, and still had no 
bubbles, they had selected the right wood species for the job!

Spearheaded by Virginia Tech’s Virginia 
Bioinformatics Institute (VBI) and 
Mathematics Professor Reinhard 
Laubenbacher, Kids' Tech University 
(KTU) is a groundbreaking program for 
kids between the ages of 9 and 12 that 
gives children the opportunity to 
participate in a series of engaging 
scientific activities, including lectures 
presented by scientific researchers who 
also have a strong track record in the 
communication of science. 

The goal is to expose kids early to 
cutting edge research in science, math, 
engineering and technology in a setting 
that children find both exciting and fun. 
KTU is managed by VBI’s Kristy 
DiVittorio and has just completed its 
second year at Virginia Tech.

Linda Caudill and the set up for Kids’ Tech University.

Rick Caudill helping young student select 
the right wood for the job.
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Instructor/Professor of Practice – Packaging Science 
(2 positions) 

Department of Wood Science and Forest Products 
Virginia Tech 

Blacksburg, Virginia 
 
 
The Department of Wood Science and Forest Products at Virginia Tech seeks applicants to fill two (2) 
faculty positions in the area of packaging science. The positions will be non-tenure track with academic-
year (9-month) appointments and full benefits.  Incumbents will have the opportunity to augment their 
salary through summer research work.  Titles and ranks are dependent on qualifications and include 
Instructor as well as Assistant, Associate and Professor of Practice.  The positions will be available 
beginning August 1, 2010 and will be located on the Blacksburg, Virginia campus. 
 
Successful candidates will be expected to focus on undergraduate education in the area of packaging 
science within the Department of Wood Science and Forest Products.  Responsibilities will include: 
 

- Develop and teach 2 to 3 undergraduate courses per semester 
- Recruit and advise undergraduate students 
- Advise packaging-related student organizations (e.g., Institute of Packaging Professionals) 
- Develop and maintain relationships with industrial, professional society, trade association, and 

government agency partners 
- Work with members of the WS&FP faculty to develop undergraduate packaging curricula and a 

major in Packaging Science 
- Work collaboratively with the staff of the Center for Unit Load Design and with members of the 

faculties of related Virginia Tech departments 
 
 
Required Qualifications 

- A degree in packaging science or a closely related field of study (e.g., materials science, food 
science, wood science, mechanical engineering) 

- A masters-level degree  
- Teaching experience or demonstration of teaching potential through roles of continued 

responsibility and effectiveness working with people at all levels of an organization 
- Commitment to cultural and intellectual diversity 

 
 

Preferred Qualifications 
- Earned Ph.D. and/or significant employment experience in packaging or a related field 
- Teaching experience and demonstrated effectiveness 
- Experience and interest in packaging science  research 

 
 

Background 
The Department of Wood Science and Forest Products is considered one of the premiere learning, 
discovery and engagement programs of its kind in the country. The Department offers undergraduate 
study in the areas of Forest Products Business, Residential Wood Structures, Wood Materials Science 
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and Packaging Science.  Graduate programs leading to the M.S., M.F., and Ph.D. are offered in these 
and related areas.   
The College of Natural Resources is home to the departments of Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences, Forest 
Resources and Environmental Conservation, Geography, and Wood Science and Forest Products.  Also 
part of the College are the National Capital Region Master of Natural Resources program, the Virginia 
Water Resources Research Center, the Sustainable Engineered Materials Institute, and several 
additional research centers and federal cooperative programs. 
 
Application: Application materials should include the following 

 
- Resume or Curriculum Vita 
- Statement of interest and qualifications 
- Names, street addresses, phone numbers and e-mail addresses of three professional references 

 
References will not be contacted until later stages of the search and candidates will be notified in 
advance of contacting references. The statement of interest and qualifications should describe the match 
of personal skills, education and experience with the position description.  In addition, the statement of 
interest and qualifications should list and briefly describe the packaging and related courses which the 
candidate feels qualified to teach at a university level.  Please limit this statement to no more than four 
pages.  All materials must be submitted electronically. An official transcript must be provided as a 
condition of employment. Submit on-line at www.jobs.vt.edu, referring to posting No. 0100186. Review of 
candidate files will begin May 31, 2010 and continue until suitable candidates are identified. 
Confidentiality of nominees and applicants will be assured until the on-campus interview stage of the 
search.  

 
Inquiries should be directed to :  

Dr. Robert Bush, Professor  
Dept. of Wood Science and Forest Products  

College of Natural Resources, Virginia Tech – 230 Cheatham Hall  
Blacksburg, VA 24061  

Phone 540-231-8834 or email rbush@vt.edu  
 
 

Virginia Tech is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer and has a strong commitment 
to the principle of diversity and, in that spirit, seeks a broad spectrum of candidates including 
women, minorities, and people with disabilities. Virginia Tech is the recipient of the National 
Science Foundation ADVANCE Institutional Transformation Award to increase the participation of 
women in academic science and engineering careers. Individuals with disabilities desiring 
accommodations in the application process or needing this material in an alternate format should 
notify Debra Garnand, College of Natural Resources at 540-231-8853 or email at garnandd@vt.edu 
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Paul M. Winistorfer, PhD Dean 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Associate Dean of Academic Programs 

College of Natural Resources -Virginia Tech 

www.cnr.vt.edu  

POSITION DESCRIPTION AND DUTIES 

The College of Natural Resources at Virginia Tech invites nominations and applications for the position of 

Associate Dean of Academic Programs.  This is a full time, 12 month, administrative faculty position.  Candidates 

with appropriate academic credentials will be considered for appointment to a senior rank and tenure in one of the 

academic departments of the college. The position is available July 1, 2010.  The College of Natural Resources is 

considered one of the premiere teaching, research and engagement programs of its kind in the country. The College 

is home to the departments of fisheries and wildlife sciences, forest resources and environmental conservation, 

geography, and wood science and forest products.  It is also home for the National Capital Region Graduate 

program, the Virginia Water Resources Research Center and a host of research centers within the academic units as 

well as federal cooperatives.   

The College was established as an independent college unit at Virginia Tech in 1993 evolving from the School of 

Forestry and Wildlife with roots dating to the establishment of the department of forestry in 1959.  The College has 

grown to 70 full-time faculty, 50 research-extension-postdoctoral associates, over 250 graduate students and 520 

undergraduate students. Research expenditures exceed $12 million annually.  The addition of the department of 

geography in 2003 has broadened and strengthened the portfolio of the college as has the addition of the Virginia 

Water Resources Research Center in 2006. 

 

The Associate Dean of Academic Programs is a member of the college leadership team, works day-to-day as a 

member of the college leadership team on behalf of the students and faculty.  The Associate Dean for Academic 

Programs: 

 

 provides critical college leadership in the areas of both undergraduate and graduate education and student 

services across the college for all units in the college.   

 provides leadership, management and administration of the College’s academic programs office and staff.   

 oversees college degree programs, central advising, recruiting, orientation, retention efforts, transfer 

students, education abroad, undergraduate research, pedagogy, student learning outcomes assessment, 

community college partnerships, interpretation and enforcement of policy and procedures, commencement, 

First Year Experience, student diversity, administration of scholarships and communications with donors, 

representation to and liaison with university committees and commissions of academic affairs, and faculty 

honorifics as associated with teaching-learning and other areas of responsibility as arise. 

 advocates for the College as well as provide vision to move the College’s academic and student-focused 

programming to the frontier of teaching, learning and curriculum development. 

 

The Associate Dean of Academic Programs reports to the Dean of the College of Natural Resources and maintains 

liaisons with administrators within the college, university, state and federal agencies, and associations.  The 

Associate Dean of Academic Programs may represent the Dean as needed and requested.     
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A resource website has been established for this search with important information about the position, process, 

department, university and community.  The resource website is located at www.cnr.vt.edu/searches. 

QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 

Ph.D. and a significant record of accomplishment in learning, discovery and engagement in an academic discipline. 

Administrative experience or administrative leadership potential demonstrated through progressively more complex 

roles and responsibilities. Effective communication, collaborative problem solving, and organizational skills.  

Considerable experience in student academic and/or career advising, curricular development and/or assessment.  

Demonstrated commitment and effective engagement in recruiting and retaining students from diverse 

backgrounds.  Knowledge and understanding of the role of natural resources, and the utilization of physical and 

social sciences as key components of college curricular development.    

Preferred Qualifications:   

Evidence of collaboration with business, industry, government agencies and associations.  Evidence of student 

engagement beyond the classroom, such as innovation in pedagogy and assessment, effective leadership on 

graduate student committees, participation on committees related to student affairs, or advising student clubs. 

 

Application:  Application materials should include your resume and the names, addresses, phone numbers and 

email addresses of five professional references.  References will not be contacted until later stages of the search and 

candidates will be notified in advance of contacting references.  The applicant should address his or her interest in 

the position by preparing a written statement of interest that addresses the match of personal skills and education 

with the position description; please limit to no more than 3 pages.  Within this written statement please address 

possible innovations that would move our student programs forward.  All materials must be submitted 

electronically.  An official transcript of all degrees must be provided as a condition of employment.  Submit on-line 

at www.jobs.vt.edu, referring to posting No. 100227.  Review of candidate files will begin June 2, 2010 and 

continue until a suitable candidate is identified. Confidentiality of nominees and applicants is assured until the on-

campus interview stage of the search. 

 

Nominations and Inquiries:  

Dr. Paul M. Winistorfer, Dean  

College of Natural Resources, Virginia Tech – 324 Cheatham Hall (0324) 

 Blacksburg, VA 24061 

Phone 540.231.5481 or email pwinisto@vt.edu 

 

 

Virginia Tech is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer and has a strong commitment to the 

principle of diversity and, in that spirit, seeks a broad spectrum of candidates including women, minorities, 

and people with disabilities. Virginia Tech is the recipient of the National Science Foundation ADVANCE 

Institutional Transformation Award to increase the participation of women in academic science and 

engineering careers.   Individuals with disabilities desiring accommodations in the application process or 

needing this material in an alternate format should notify Peggy Quarterman, College of Natural Resources 

at 540-231-5481 or email at pquarter@vt.edu  
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