
Reminder…

Remember to submit department news items by Friday 3 p.m. of each week to Will Pfeil at wpfeil@vt.edu for 
inclusion in Inside VT WOOD each Monday morning. All past issues of Inside VT Wood reside on our department 
website under the publications link.

News From Paul Winistorfer
• Interviews for the Manufacturing Systems faculty position will begin next week, Monday March 26. Schedules will 
be available electronically in advance. Please participate, engage our visitors, talk about our program and let’s arrive 
at the very best possible outcome for our department. Your participation is critical in this process. Take every 
opportunity to interact with our candidates.

• I have summary materials from the Stiles Executive Briefing Conference I attended last week in Dallas and will 
route or distribute to the faculty. The conference was one of the best organized, managed and informative I’ve 
attended in recent past.

• We will have a department meeting next week on Friday March 30 – 11:00 am – 12:00 noon. Brooks Classroom. 
Please mark your calendar and attend. 

CNR Extension Team Tour Brooks 
Center

By Bob Smith

The Extension team from the College of 
Natural Resources toured the Brooks Center 
as part of a two day training session for CNR 
natural resource district agents, specialists 
and associates. The group was meeting to 
discuss the needs of the Commonwealth for 
natural resource education and plan for future 
educational programs.

Montgomery High School Students and Teachers Visited Brooks Last Week

By Audrey Zink-Sharp

On Thursday, March 15, we had 20 Montgomery County high school students and 3 teachers visit the Brooks 
Forest Products Center. Focus of their visit was obtaining information about careers in math, the sciences, and 
technology. To set the stage, our program began with the video “The Right Choice, Careers in the Forest Products 
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Industry”. Then Linda Caudill gave a brief 
description of the engineered wood industry 
and discussed where wood composites are 
found in our homes. To make it personal 
and interactive for our guests, she then 
demonstrated the influence of grain direction 
on wood stiffness and had them make a small 
piece of plywood with our lab. equipment. 
Jim Chamberlain next showed the USDA 
Forest Service career video and discussed 

career opportunities with the students. Lastly, Peter 
Hamner described the pallet and container industry 
and then tested a full size pallet to failure in bending. 
Peter was assisted by Kevin Knight, one of our 
undergrads. The students guessed the load at which 
the pallet would fail and were truly shocked when 
the pallet failed at a much higher load then they all 
imagined. Thanks to everyone who made this visit a 
positive experience for our guests.

New Department Poster Available

Our new department poster is available for distribution. 
The poster and department materials are now ready for 
sending to high schools in Virginia and the WoodLINKS 
community of schools; this will happen over the next 
week. You can use these posters in your efforts to help us 
recruit students and build awareness for our program.
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 Rotary Sponsors Tour of Brooks Center

By Earl Kline

Rotary is sponsoring a visit of Luis Fernando Guillen from Mexico to tour the Brooks Center on Tuesday, March 20, 
2007 at 2:00 PM. Mr. Guillen works for Santa Cruz, a upholstered furniture manufacturing company and is interested 
in seeing our research facilities. Rotary (www.rotary.org) is an international association that funds and supports 
international exchange opportunities for young professionals. Please contact Earl Kline if anyone would be interested 
in visiting with Mr. Guillen during his visit at Brooks.

General Announcements

Building Pros Expect to See Business Improve in 2007

Source: www.nbnnews.com, March 12, 2007

Building professionals polled during last month’s International Builders’ Show in Orlando, Fla. aren’t in agreement 
about the current strength of the nation’s housing industry, but most expect to see their businesses perform better 
this year than last. 

Almost 1,300 convention-goers participated in the brief survey, which was conducted on the exhibition floor by KL 
Communications’ DirectConnect Division. 

Asked if they agreed that “the building industry is very strong right now,” on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 indicating 
complete agreement and 1 total disagreement, 15% of those polled gave the statement a 5 and 30% said 4. About 
one-fourth were neutral and one-third did not agree. 

Asked if they expected to see a substantial improvement in their business in 2007 over 2006, 31% completely agreed 
and 29% agreed, indicated 60% overall concurrence with the statement. Twenty-two percent expressed uncertainty 
and 18% disagreed. 

Particularly optimistic about their prospects this year, indicating agreement at the 4 or 5 level, were: 

 • Professionals involved in national and international markets (68%) 

 • Those in mid-tier businesses with revenues between $1 million and $5 million (73%) 

 • Those involved in “green building” projects (73%) 

Asked if their company was taking on more green projects, 38% responded affirmatively, 31% were neutral and 31% 
said no. Seventy-three percent of those who anticipated better conditions for home building in 2007 were involved 
in green projects. 

Dealers, distributors and manufacturers were more likely to be involved in green building projects (46%) than other 
businesses, and those involved in national and international markets were more likely than regional players to be 
going green (52%). 

More than half of those participating in the survey were the senior persons in their firm and three-fourths were 
decision-makers. 

The respondents represented a wide range of business activities, with custom builders (22%), single-family 
residential builders (12%) and building/material dealer/distributors (11%) accounting for the largest shares of the 
participants. 

Fifty-seven percent of those polled were based in the South, the region of the country that in general has been 
holding up the best during the current slowdown. The survey also found that those who expect their own business 
to improve are more optimistic about the current state of the industry (55%).
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