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ABSTRACT 

  

Listening, the most frequently used form of language skill, plays a significant role 

in daily communication and educational process.  In spite of its importance, listening 

ability development has received only slight emphasis in language instruction.  

Nevertheless, U.S. college classrooms, where comprehensive listening serves as a 

primary channel for learning, require that students function effectively as listeners.  It is 

therefore important for ESL programs to prepare students for successful listening in 

academic lectures by implementing authentic listening materials in the ESL classes.  

The fundamental purpose of this study was to examine the influences of aural 

authentic materials on listening ability in students of English as a second language.  The 

secondary purposes of the study were to identify the learning strategies used by ESL 

students experiencing authentic listening texts and to determine the influences of 

authentic materials on ESL students' attitudes towards learning English.  ESL students 

attending the High Intermediate Academic Listening and Vocabulary Development class 

at a language training center participated in this study.  The sources of data for this 

descriptive study included interviews, questionnaires, and class observation.   

Analysis of the interviews and the self-evaluation questionnaire revealed that the 

use of authentic materials in this ESL classroom helped increase students' comfort level 

and their self-confidence to listen to the target language.  Analysis of the class 

observation and the learning strategy questionnaire revealed that ESL students usually 

paid attention when someone was speaking English.  Students also relied on outside 

sources such as dictionaries, or other people such as relatives to understand unfamiliar 



words.  Finally, analysis of the class observation and the interview with students revealed 

that the use of aural authentic materials in ESL classroom had a positive effect on ESL 

students' motivation to learn the language.  Recommendations are offered to ease 

learners' frustration that resulted from the use of unfamiliar vocabulary and the speed of 

authentic speech. 

 

 

 

 

 


