
iii

To the Past:

For my parents: in childhood they laid the foundation for my lifelong love

of learning, and just this year raised the bar in defining courage and

tenacity.

To the Present:

For Jim, with whom I’ve created a relationship that is the perfect balance

between freedom and security.

To the future:

For Jessica and Sierra, and all the rest, who will accomplish goals and

fulfill dreams beyond my wildest imaginings.



iv

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
This dissertation was a decidedly collaborative effort.  I must first thank my chair
and mentor, Dr. Rachel Parker-Gwin. Her knowledge of social movement theory
provided direction for me in the early, difficult days of the conceptualization of this
dissertation.  She has redefined patience and rigor for me by, in her own words,
allowing me to first “cast my net wide” and then “focus focus focus!”.  Most of all,
I was always confident that Dr. Parker-Gwin had my best interests at heart.

I also want to thank the rest of my committee.  Dr. Toni Calasanti was tenacious
in her insistance that a well-developed theoretical model was tantamount to a
successful dissertation. She was, of course, correct.  Dr. Theodore Fuller
provided invaluable statistical and methodological assistance, especially during
the analysis segment of the dissertation process.  Dr. Jill Kiecolt was extremely
helpful during the questionnaire construction phase of the process, as well as
being a tremendous manuscript editor.   Dr. Muzaffer Uysal provided the “tourism
perspective”, as well as an abiding, solid friendship what extends back nearly ten
years to my “previous life” in the professional world.

It would have been impossible for me to have completed this work without the
support and interest from family and friends.  My parents, my brothers -- Tim,
Jim, Ben and Scott -- and their families provided faithful encouragement.  I also
had another constantly supportive audience with whom I could sound off ideas:
my two canine friends, Jo-Jo and Stuart.  They were quick to wag their tails in
agreement with any idea I might have. They were also instinctively aware when I
had worked long enough and it was time for a little fetch, a walk, or just a pat on
the head.  I am also wildly fortunate to have had countless friends who provided
support via phone calls, e-mail, and notes, or just the “psychic support” of
knowing there were folks out there in my corner when I needed them most.
Special thanks goes to my fellow members of “The Diss-functionals” – Marjukka,
Meeta, and Sharon.  In spite of the vastly different topics we each were pursuing,
we managed to find a way to support and encourage each other.  Couldn’t have
done it without ya, women!  In addition, I want to specially thank my friends at
Concord College, Danette Light and Roy Ramthun. They provided both moral
and substantive support on topics ranging from how to balance work, home, and
dissertation to the joys of multiple regression analysis! Thanks for telling me
when to go home.

Finally, for Jim, my best friend and favorite husband, there just aren’t words.  You
were there for me 100% of the time, always knowing when to make me laugh
and when to listen. You are the perfect combination of wings and roots.  You are
my hero, and I thank God for you daily.


