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Title of the Project: Post-Secondary Education Decisions of High School Black Males in
St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands (A Case Study)

Investigator(s):

Joyanne P. Murphy

I. Purpose of the Research Project
U

The central purpose of this exploratory study is to examine the perspectives of Black
male students toward post-secondary education and to give voice to this segment of the
population so that a better understanding of how to improve the demographics of postsecondary education in the U.S. Virgin Islands will emerge. Despite the historical research
that was undertaken by some, no one has explored the cultural context surrounding this
segment of the population. The researcher’s interest is to explore this area within the context
of the St. Thomas, USVI.

II. Procedures
U

The study will be confined to a limited number of comprehensive case studies on
students and family members in St. Thomas. The data-gathering instrument (interviews) is
not specific to conditions in St. Thomas.
Subjects will be identified by a high school guidance counselor and consent sought
by participant directly. They will be selected based on specific criteria established by the
researcher as outlined below. Guidance counselors will be asked to identify:
 High school seniors
 18 years or older
 Have indicated that they are not interested in pursuing a higher education and
characterized by one of the following:
 Black males of African heritage (not Latino) to include one subject of Eastern
Caribbean heritage;
 Those who had not taken the SATs but have a grade point average of 2.8 or better;
 Those who had taken the SATs with a medium to high score (high enough score to
justify applying to a college;
 Those who were not involved in fatherhood.
The interviews will be recorded via audiotape, transcribed by a professional transcriber, and
analyzed by the researcher. The interviews will occur at my school during free periods.
Interviews will occur for 30 minutes over a five day period. A copy of the transcribed
interview will be sent to me to review for accuracy and protection of confidentially. I will be
expected to review, sign, and return a copy of the informed consent form to the researcher
within fourteen days.

III. Risks
U

The study presents no more than minimal risks to me.
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IV. Benefits
There are no tangible benefits expected from participation in this research.
Although there is a body of research on education and youth engagement, there is no research
that provides insight from the perspectives of young Black male in a U.S. territory. It is
assumed that
this study will provide useful information to improve the demographics of post-secondary
education in the U.S. Virgin Islands.

V. Extent of Anonymity and Confidentiality
1. No individual names will be revealed to anyone other than the researcher and no
names will be used in any reports or public presentation.
2. I understand that a coded pseudonym will be assigned to the interviews so that no one
will be able to connect anything you say except the researcher.
3. At the conclusion of all interviews and after the interviews are transcribed, the master
list of real names and pseudonyms will be destroyed.
4. Audiotapes will also be erased as soon as transcriptions are completed.
5. I will receive at my request copies of all materials (interviews, transcriptions, etc.)
related to me for my review for accuracy and confidentiality.
6. Upon completion of the study, the researcher will keep a copy of the original
transcription for seven years.

VI. Compensation
There will be no compensation earned as a result of this study.

VII Freedom to Withdraw
I am free to withdraw from the study at any time without penalty. I am also free not
to answer any questions I choose without penalty.

VIII. Subjects Responsibilities
I voluntarily agree to participate in this study. I agree to abide by the rules of this project.
IX. Subject’s Permission
I have read and understand the informed Consent Form and conditions of this project.
I have had all my questions answered. I hereby acknowledge the above and give my voluntary
consent for participation in this project.

Signature

Date

I agree to be audio taped according to the conditions stated above.

Signature

Date
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Should I have any pertinent questions about this research or its conduct, and research
subjects rights, and whom to contact in the event of a research-related injury to the
subject, I may contact:
_____________________________

_______________________

Investigator

Phone/e-mail

____________________________

_______________________

Faculty Advisor

Phone/e-mail

______________________________

________________________

Departmental Reviewer/Departmental Head

Phone/e-mail

David Moore
Chair, Virginia Tech Institutional Review
Board for the protection of Human Subjects
Office of Research Compliance
1880 Pratt Dive, Suite 2006 (0497)
Blacksburg, VA 24061
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540-231-4991/moored@vt.edu
Phone/e-mail
HT

TH
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IRB Proposed Review

POST-SECONDARY HIGH SCHOOL DECISIONS
SELECTED INTERVIEW TOPICS

The following outlines a list of topics to be covered in a conventional based openended discussion with high school seniors. Topics to include:
·

Discuss the educational intentions and aspirations.

·

Discuss the nature of their future, i.e., where do they expect to be five years
from now?

·

Discuss their beliefs and expectations for self.

·

What does time mean to them?

·

Discuss feelings and thoughts about family, friends and schools.
How do they see their relationship to family and peers in the future?

·

Where do they think their peers would be five years from now?
Discuss the values of their community.

·

What do they think life on a college campus would be like?

·

Discuss how they may see themselves as part of this life.

IRB Office of Research Compliance
Submitted by: Joyanne Murphy
Ph. D. Candidate ALHRD
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Joyanne P. Murphy
Doctoral candidate
Virginia Polytechnical and State University
Falls Church, VA
Interview with Subject Student 4 (SS4)
At 11:30 am, I am interviewing SS4
I:

Well, SS4, we have spoken, you've signed the informed consent. I have a few
questions for you.
What is it about school that you like?

SS4:

What I like about school is that I can talk to friends and teachers who have
different views on different topics that pertain to my life and to what I am
interested in.

I:

You indicated that what you like about school was that you can talk to friends
and teachers who had different views on different topics that pertain to your
life and to what you are interested in. I wish to explore this area a little more.
What do you mean?

SS4:

Teachers have the pros and cons of a certain subject. Like if I like something,
I would only look at the pros, but my associates have been constant show that
it might not be a good idea or it might be.

I:

Can you give me an example. Let say, something you might like, in discussing
with friends, you might get a different view, would you discuss with your
teachers.

SS4:

It depends on who the teacher is or the topic. Let say I like the Army, I want to
look in the army, not enter yet. Now is not the time to enter the army because
they tell you untruths to get what they want. Some tell me others experiences
in the army, might be good or bad, some of them are bad, really bad. And I get
it from friends and teachers, so I am going to keep away from the army right
now until I experience life and then I can go back and check the army in depth.

I:

Are you more prone to making a decision based on what your friends are
saying, what their experiences have been or are you willing to open up and
experience it for yourself?

SS4:

It depends on if they have experience, but if they have just the knowledge, I
will try to experience it for myself. But if they have experience, I might think
harder to go into it or not.
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I:

Are you getting some of the same views and differences of opinion from some
of your brothers and their friends about college?

SS4:

Some people say that college is not for everyone and some say, if you never go
to college, you will be nothing in life. But I hear that there are people on the
street with diplomas, and some who never graduate from high school earning
millions of dollars.

I:

That is rare - that you will find a high school drop-out who is a millionaire,
let's say.

SS4:

True, true. But in some cases it happens. I heard that even if you have the
degree, it is the experience, most people are looking for - so it seems.

I:

What about school don't you like?

SS4:

What I don't like about school is that there is too much violence going around.
Students ... I don't feel safe in school unless I see a teacher is capable of
handling his or her classes. I don't like that some teachers really don't care that
much anymore ... they might have started out with that good feeling about
teaching and through the years it diminishes and I feel that learning our
educational level is well below how it is supposed to be.

I:

You indicate that it was too much violence around and teachers were not
capable of handling their classes - What I wish to ask in follow-up to this is put yourself in the role of a teacher. How would you fix some of these issues
that you explained, i.e., teachers not caring anymore?

SS4:

Well, it is sometimes the attitude of the child, some children come to school
with the attitude that I don't want to be here, I am only here because my
parents sent me to school. So I would try to make activities more fun more
exciting, so they don't even realize that they are not learning anything. So
when it comes to other topics they can relate to what I did in class and still. . . I
will be teaching in a fun manner - taking them more on field trips if they
behave. Because some children you can't take anywhere. They will disrespect
you and make you feel small in public, and teachers do not want no part of
that.

I:

Any other ways you would fix the system or improve things if you had the
power to do so?

SS4:

Most classes are now overpopulated - like 18-23 in classroom. I will reduce
the number - small individual teaching if they would like it
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I:

You would have smaller classrooms - is that what you are saying?

SS4:

Yes. I would try to pick a subject or try to do more hands on like experiments
to show them this is what the text book say and this is what will happen. I will
show them the cause and affect of an experiment-do more experiments with
them so they don't have to be writing notes and reading all the time. Have TV
and Internet in the classroom.

I:

You say that teachers aren't interested anymore. When did you notice that? Is
this something recent?

SS4:

I noticed it with one or two teachers along the line when I was coming up
through the years ... like they would just give us a paper and tell what to write
down and how to approach it ... but not really how to approach it, but tell us
what to write down and you have such and such a time and there are some
teachers that really care. Teachers that give you step by step and if anything
they take some of their time after school or lunchtime to explain the problem
more.

I:

But you don't see that happening much anymore?

SS4:

Not that much anymore.

I:

You had indicated that the educational level was well below what it is
supposed to be. What do you mean?

SS4:

Once in class, we had a discussion about school and the stateside person cited
courses as excellent and that most of us are not at a high school level. It is like
we are at a middle school level or elementary in some cases. It is not like she
was trying to bring us down, but some students see that their level in reading,
math, or English is not up to par with other students. It is not like it is lower or
anything, but they don't catch the work. All like the block scheduling???, the
children have missed a whole year worth of information and have to make it up
in half a year. If you miss a day, you barely get time to make it up if any.

I:

How do you see that this could be better or can be enhanced? This is one of
your teachers expressing her views, what is this teacher doing to change
things?

SS4:

Our teachers told us that the private schools, Antilles and St. Paul, are teaching
the SATS, so when the private school students are taking the SATS, they get
nothing below 1000 in scores. So I believe that would be a good move.

I:

What do you mean by teaching the SATS? Do you mean having practice
sessions with the students?
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SS4:

Yes, practice sessions. They order a book and teach on the SATS. Because she
(one of his teachers) has a niece in private school and she saw the book her
niece was using.

I:

None of this is taking place in public schools?

SS4:

No. If anything, we need to upgrade our books too. We can't teach by books
that are older than us. Things might change a little bit.

I:

What topics were you talking about when you said certain topics?

SS4:

Topics on the lesson, what we don't know and what we have been studying in
class. Could be based on . . . . . Couple people had electrician jobs before
having the electrician class. They believe that things run differently than what
the teacher is teaching us.

I:

Can you give me an example?

SS4:

Like tools - he showed us a couple of tools and some student say that they go
by other names. The teacher corrected them and they go back and forth until
the teacher finds an example to show them.

I:

Who is your favorite teacher?

SS4:

Right now I would say my favorite ... I don't have a favorite teacher, but if I
had to choose one, I would choose Mr. Thomas, my electricity teacher because
he teaches the theory and then we get to do some hands on work in the
classroom. He is not afraid to tell us what he thinks and tactfully. He states all
the strong points and our low points. He tells us his opinion ... sometimes we
don't have a chance to speak ours, but most of the time he is mostly right.

I:

So you can debate back and forth with him?

SS4:

On a certain topic. Not on all topics.

I:

Is that something that you enjoy?

SS4:

Sometimes. Because sometimes I believe if he heard our side of the story, he
might change his opinion or allow us to a certain point, but that could be a pro
or con with Mr. Thomas.

I:

You like him because you would debate back and forth?

SS4:

Yes.
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I:

What do you learn from that? What can you learn from that when you have a
teacher like that ... Mr. Thomas?

SS4:

It teaches you to be more open minded on topics which you thought that you
had the right answer to, but in most questions or opportunities or events in life,
there is no right or wrong answer, but there is pros and cons for everything.

I:

What is your favorite subject?

SS4:

My favorite subject is English because I know if you can communicate well
and listen well to other people, you have to express your ideas in a meaningful
way, you can go up a level when you are talking to people and people will
react to you in a different manner ... a good manner mostly.

I:

Sort of break that down for me. You say you can go up a little bit and people
would react to you. What do you mean by that?

SS4:

Take for example if I'm usually talking to my heads ... younger people than
me. I use words like improper language like 'yeah man' and other words like
that. But when I have a chance to use different words when I'm talking to
different people, I use bigger, more ... bigger words which everybody can
understand, but not too big to confuse anybody.

I:

So you watch your grammar, so to speak?

SS4:

Yes.

I:

What subjects don't you like?

SS4:

Sometimes I don't like math classes because I might not grasp it as well as I
would like to. There might be one little part I don't understand, but everything
else I do understand, but that little part will restrict me from learning ... from
getting the full answer of the problem, so everything is wrong because of that
little step I missed.

I:

Do you get help or ask for help in that area?

SS4:

Most of the time I feel like I get everything, but that one thing that is keeping
me back, so I don't really answer her ... I see if I could handle the problem or
overcome the problem by myself and most of the time I get. . . overcome the
obstacle, but sometimes I don't overcome it.

I:

Are you usually that way in every thing - not asking for help?
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SS4:

Usually, I believe that I can overcome obstacles. The problem is not having
enough time to approach the problem. I am usually like that in almost
everything.

I:

Can you give me another example in another area where you might work the
problem out yourself.

SS4:

In English, a couple of vocabulary words and the words I don't know, I would
use a process of elimination or just look at the words and say this could mean
this. Recently, we had a test and some of the words I knew. The ones I had not
known I filled out first and then I had to guess the others. Like one was ..... .
hopeful was one of the words I thought was the best choice at the time.

I:

What subjects do your friends like? Do you know?

SS4:

My friends like classes like Mr. Thomas. . .most of the vocational classes like
plumbing, arts & crafts, masonry, because it's hands on.

I:

Do you take some of these same classes as your friends?

SS4:

Yes. I take electricity with two of my other associates.

I:

Are there any classes that you take that your friends don't take?

SS4:

No.

I:

Then, there are many classes that you take with your friends?

SS4:

Yes, because all of my classes are required classes right now.

I:

So they are required? What interests you about the hands on? You talk about
you take hands on vocational classes, what interests you about that?

SS4:

In the hands on classes, we get our chances to make our mistakes. Right now in
the classes, so we don't make the same mistakes so when we go out in the real
world. That's an advantage to me.

I:

So you see the hands on as more in relation to what is out there in the real
world?

SS4:

Because other classes just talk about what is going to go on. You may so ... oh
this is so easy right now, so when you go, you really have a grasp of
everything. If you are working in a hands on environment, you might
remember more than when you are in a class that is speaking that might not be
necessarily true for everybody, but with me, I learn, found out that if I do a
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hands on or I see something being done, I will more likely remember it than to
just talk about it.
I:

So you learn by doing?

SS4:

Yes.

I:

Think of one of the smart students in the school that you know of. Would you
consider this person to be a popular person?

SS4:

Yes, because he puts himself out in every way possible to make himself
known. Since his education has already given him a push/start in that, he has
received many awards. He is a likeable person because the way he converses
with other people, he never puts anyone down. He is really a person tht you
can look up to sometimes. Some people wouldn't tell him that because of his
age. He is only 17-18 years of age.

I:

The kids do not put him down because he is smart?

SS4:

No, not most of the time. He has the ability of being smart.

I:

So the people tend to look up to him?

SS4:

Yes.

I:

Does he get along well with the teachers?

SS4:

Yes, he does.

I:

Why do you think that is?

SS4:

Because sometimes when people don't understand it ... some people that don't
understand it, asks a question and he will more or less ... he will say more or
less the right question and get a desired answer. But anything the teachers ask
him he's willing, so that's why I believe he is a good person. The teachers like
him much.

I:

When you were younger ... let's say when you were in middle school, what did
you like about school then?

SS4:

In middle school we had classes for the whole year. What I liked about that is
because we had classes for the whole year. We weren’t trying to put everything
into one half of a year and then change to something totally new the other half
of the year. That's what I liked about it. What I also disliked about it because it
was a lot of classes and mostly teachers wasn't thinking about other classes.
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They were just thinking about their work and most people have after school
jobs and after school activities they have to put in time for some people.
I:

Did you find some of the same issues with the teachers that you had with high
school? What was the level of interest?

SS4:

No, because one of my classes in middle school was an industrial arts class and
we had mostly hands on and my teachers in middle school had smaller class, so
she knew most of our weaknesses and she tried to work wit us in different
ways. So one person might think that she's being kind or play favorite with one
child, but most of the people know that person had a weakness in this area, so
she had to take more time than other students.

I:

Earlier, I asked you if you found a lack of interest on the part of teachers in
middle school as you've seen recently with the teachers in high school? Can
you address that further?

SS4:

I believe some teachers lost their enthusiasm to teach because the students are
not doing the same or the students are not showing up or the students are being
rude to the teacher ... disrespectful to the teacher so I believe the teachers are
not as enthusiastic to teach like when they first started.

I:

So you are talking about this happening in high school or middle school?

SS4:

In both of them.

I:

In both schools?

SS4:

Yes. When I was in middle school, I had a class and we could look straight
from our class into our next class and I saw this student being thrown out of
class and crying and later when I went up from there, the police had to come to
our school because he slapped the teacher. So that's why I believe the teachers
... that's one of the incidents that I saw when I was growing up ... to believe
that teachers don't have the enthusiasm like they use to . . . or the best control
of the class.

I:

Yesterday you indicated that none of your friends are going to college. None of
them had applied. Is that so?

SS4:

Yes, most of my friends have applied.

I:

So most of them you say have applied?

SS4:

Yes.
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I:

Did they get in? Do you know? Have they been accepted?

SS4:

I haven't known if they are or been accepted yet. I know one person for sure
has been accepted.

I:

What about you? Have you applied?

SS4:

I filled out a lot of forms, but I haven't sent them in yet.

I:

What is holding you back in making a decision to move forward? Have you
given more thought to looking at the UVI?

SS4:

I want to go to college, [definitely] - I think the University of the Virgin
Islands.

I:

What have you done recently to make it happen?

SS4:

I filled out the application, and I am just waiting for the letter of acceptance.

I:

What could you learn at college that you think might be useful to you later?

SS4:

Really I don't know what I would learn from college, but with the degrees, I
will have a good life. . . people will look at me differently than if I approached
them without a degree. So I believe that just going to college just for the
degree and if anything for the experience, too.

I:

Do you think it could. . . we were talking about doing electrical work ... that's
what you would like to do. Have you given any thought to being an electrical
engineer?

SS4:

Yes I have given thought to it but right now, I would like to pursue that, but
also I would like to be computer engineer because that is where everything is
headed right now and I want to be up-to-date with everything that is going on.

I:

What do you think you will be doing in 5 years? Had that ever crossed your
mind?

SS4:

I haven't been looking that far into the future yet. Right now, my main focuses
are just finishing high school and apply for college. So if I get into college, I'll
take it from there.

I:

Do you ever sit and dream about things in the future?

SS4:

Yeah ... how my lifestyle will be.
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I:

Well, let's think about that. What do you think you will be doing?

SS4:

I would like to be a successful computer engineer. Own at least one house,
have some children, have a couple of cars in the garage, have a couple of boats
on the dock, live in a villa, have a couple of dogs, cats, fish.

I:

Is that realistic?

SS4:

Not for me right now, but anything is possible once you put your mind to it.

I:

Have you always had these big dreams when you were younger?

SS4:

Yes. Because all my siblings from my father ... my mother are making it or
have made it. My brother is a successful computer engineer in the states. He
knows everything about computers. He can disable it, put it back together, can
troubleshoot ... he can do everything with a computer.

I:

So, the next question I'm going to ask you, I guess you probably gave some
thought to. When you were younger, what did you think you would be when
you grew up?

SS4:

Like a regular child, I wanted to be a big success. I wanted to be an astronaut,
police, mainly I wanted to be a basketball star, but right now I just put that on
hold because I like the sport, but the basketball sport is a pastime. I don't
really head that way. So I just pay for my own tickets.

I:

So right now your dreams are?

SS4:

My dreams are becoming a computer engineer.

I:

And you already explained why you like that?

SS4:

Yes.

I:

Tell me again. Why is that?

SS4:

I like that because my oldest brother has reached for that goal and he is very
successful right now. I have a brother who is 21, he is in the army trying to
pick up that field and right now he's getting successful. Last couple of days
ago, he bought a car and was giving me a couple of hints about life, as I said
into the real world.

I:

When did you begin to think that you were going to be heading towards
computers or electrical work? When did you begin to think about that?
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SS4:

I've been thinking about it for about a year now. Because my father keeps
telling me that everything is heading toward computers right now. All the
money and everything is in computers. Even when I went for an interview for
the army, they tell me that if I pick up that field because right now they need
more people behind the desk with computer now than in the battlefield. They
were telling me alternate things about that. I believe that is the way to go right
now.

I:

Okay. Have you given any more thought to applying to the University of
Virgin Islands? Is that one of your selections?

SS4:

Yes, I have because I love my home island. No matter what I don't believe I
leave for any length of time and to leave it and go to the States, I believe would
be too big of a transition for me because the weather, the driving and being so
far from home and people I know would be a big transition for me, so I do not
think I will make this journey.

I:

Have you looked into what they could offer you in the lines of computer
science?

SS4:

No, not really. But we have a couple of representatives came here and told us
how UVI would be a good choice. They are credited so I believe they would
have all the main courses that I would need.

I:

How hard do you think it would be to work at college for you?

SS4:

Really I could do the work, but I have one main problem and that is
procrastination. I would say when I'm not quite finished with; I said this is too
easy and just cool out on it and then get back on it for the next couple of hours
and I never returned to it. That's my biggest problem, but I don't believe there
will be that much of a transition for me.

I:

You had indicated that earlier that most of your friends took the vocational
classes? Then yesterday you indicated that they all applied for college. So the
fact that they were in vocational classes and not on a college track did it
deter them from looking into college?

SS4:

No, because they don't know what they want to do. I think taking the
vocational classes might have widened their horizons of options.

I:

Let's explore some more here. One of the things that I noticed is that you
talked about ... on your part, there is some interest in college and there has
been some interest in the military. But you haven't formulated any definite
plans yet? Have you enquired or has anyone ... you've spoken to anyone or any
of the teachers at school like Mr. Thomas to discuss about job training
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programs either through the government or businesses or something like that.
Have you looked at that?
SS4:

Right now Mr. Thomas is trying to get us into the on the job training in school
with WPA. He has connections to our other building which is being built and
he said that he would like to put four of us on that job and some of us are
going.

I:

What is WPA?

SS4:

WPA is Water & Power Association ... WPA's plant.

I:

Okay. After graduation, because you are looking forward to that in another 3
months or so. After you get that diploma, what are your plans immediately?
Do you have any plans?

SS4:

Immediately I would try go college hunting. If any college did not accept me, I
would try to go college hunting to see if I could get into college as soon as
possible.

I:

I don't know if you know this or not. But the Virgin Islands has the highest
dropout ... high school dropout rate in all of the 55 United States entities and
that includes the territories, which includes the Virgin Islands as one, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and Washington, DC. Why did you, let's say,
decide to stay and stick with it, because I'm sure you've known people who
have dropped out of school?

SS4:

Yes. My family has been a big influence in my life because only a few of us in
my family have gone to college and graduated to pursue something after
college. Money is a factor, too, because I have big dreams as you heard and I
can't be working at any McDonald's or Subway with the dreams I have. I
would like to have a lot more things than I have now when I'm older and more
mature. So I believe my knowledge and my certificate will give me that. So
that's one of the reasons I would like to stay in school.

I:

You indicated earlier and you alluded to it again, this is the time to pursue this
then ... you indicated that your family ... your parents influence a lot of what
you do. To what extent do they influence? Can you explain a little bit and
how are they supportive?

SS4:

My family has always been a family from which you could always see unity in
everything we do. We try to do everything together from eating together to
going out and having fun together. My family will support me when I'm right,
but they will punish me when I'm wrong, so they are supporting me in many
ways. They showed me the rights and wrongs and when they see that I'm not
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listening, they will show tough love and let me get to the opinion myself and
then explain what just happened.
I:

Does this extend to extended family?

SS4:

No.

I:

Like aunts and uncles?

SS4:

Living with us?

I:

No, just living in the area.

SS4:

Everybody in my family has shown me love and praise. When my family and
friends because I know a couple of people who are not related to me and if
they see me on the street or see me at my place of employment, they will tell
me ... doing a good job ... keep it up ... keep up with your plans ... don't go
there ... come with me ... I'll tell your mother. So by the time I reach home, my
mother or father do know what I did.

I:

So it's sort of a community raising of a family within a community setting?

SS4:

Sure.

I:

You said your friends also support you?

SS4:

Yes.

I:

Could you talk about that a little bit?

SS4:

Right now my friends support me ... there was a college fair that me and one of
my associates went around filling out application forms because both of us
were very nervous about it ... to see if we were going to get in ... they let us fill
it out and so me and he went around and filled out a couple of applications.
Right now I'm in a little group with a few other associates of mine and we do a
little singing and If we are out of tune or anything, one will not say ... oh you
sound bad ... this and that ... but once in a while they tell you that just to make
you pull up your socks because you can do better. They will tell you ... you
sound good here, but this one needs work and they will go over it with us.

I:

Supportive friends as well?

SS4:

Yes.

I:

You say there is a college fair here? Is this the first one they've had this year?
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SS4:

Yes.

I:

How many universities and colleges are represented in this fair?

SS4:

There were about 10-15 colleges and 2 military groups with Army, Air Force
and I believe Navy was there, too.

I:

I've noticed a big presence of the military here when I come, but I never see
any college recruiters on campus.

SS4:

Once in a while they come. Right now I believe some of the students would
like to see more of the college recruiters than the Navy people.

I:

Did you all indicate this need to your teachers?

SS4:

Not really. When people hear Army and Navy now, they are thinking about
going to war. That's the biggest problem right now. They don't want to go into
war, but still I know most of them don't have the financial backing to go to
college without any money.

I:

I know you were looking at the military. Are you still thinking about doing
that?

SS4:

Not right now. That is the last resort.

I:

Do you know what resources are available to you? Are you aware of financial
aid and some of these resources? Loans?

SS4:

I might be aware of some of them, but I know the majority of them I'm still not
knowledgeable of.

I:

Do you speak to teachers or guidance counselor about this?

SS4:

Not really.

I:

You should probably.

SS4:

Most of them tell us you must go to college, you must study, but there were a
couple of meetings in the auditorium when they said that almost everything has
to be paid back from loans ... there was some scholarships you had to pay back.
No grants. You have to pay back.

I:

Not necessarily, but you'll have to check that out.
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SS4:

There were some grants that you have to pay back. So there are still a lot of
things that have mystery to them that I don't even know.

I:

How often do you use the career center? You could seek that information out
on the internet.

SS4:

I don't use it that much because I mostly have classes. I have to do something
with my associates down in the other building, so most of the time when I try
to come into the career center, there are only one or two computers that could
run internet, so most of the time they are already taken up and the library too.
There is someone in school that has the internet, but I can't get on to them.

I:

You don't have a computer at home?

SS4:

I have a laptop right now. I'm waiting for the internet because I buy the
computer out of my own money because people said it would be more helpful
for college use, so right now I've borrowed $500 from my mother and I'm in
the process of paying it back, so when I'm done paying back my mother, I will
go and apply for the internet.

I:

Okay. The other area I wanted to talk about in terms of support is your
teachers. You may have alluded to some of that earlier. About teachers that
are supportive and it seems like Mr. Thomas seems to be one of the supportive
teachers. Are there other teachers you could think of that are supportive of ...
let's say of your ... what it is you want to do ... your career goals?

SS4:

I know a couple of other teachers that are supportive of me like Mr. Thomas,
Ms. Williams, and a couple of other teachers. There are many in high school,
but it's just to show them the enthusiasm you have to learn and they will help
you the rest of the way.

I:

Earlier you had indicated that some of your brothers or siblings ... you had said
they were making it. Some have made it and some were making it. You
thought that the road that they were on or the path they were on was one of
success. How would you define success?

SS4:

Success comes with hard work, dedication and a good idea of motivation.

I:

That's okay. You think of someone who is successful. Picture someone who is
successful. What are you looking at?

SS4:

I'm looking at his lifestyle. The way he carries himself. His communication
skills. And his family unit.
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I:

Okay. That's it. I'm going to thank you. It is Friday morning at 11:45 and I'll be
in touch with you again if I need to follow up further. Is that ok?
This interview has now ended.
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Interview with Subject Student 4 (SS4)
February/March, 2004
University of the Virgin Islands/Telephone Follow-up
I = Interviewer
SS4 = Subject Student 4
This is a continuation of our past discussions. The informed consent you signed last
time is still valid and all information you provide will be treated in a confidential
manner. Like before, I will mail you a copy for inspection and you should return to
me as soon as possible.
I:

Can you discuss with me what you have been up to since graduation from high
school?

SS4:

Right now I'm trying to get a degree of some sort in my field, which is
computer engineering and then I would like to move up to the States to see if I
could start my own business and further my education in that field.

I:

Anything else?

SS4:

Not really. Right now my main focus is on education.

I:

Can you tell me what influenced you toward this decision? ... what factors
were involved and how did you come to this decision to go back to school?

SS4:

Basically my parents and my brother ... one of my brothers have been pushing
me to go on to college. Also, how I see the world moving today. I see that it is
moving toward the technical age when you have to know about computers to
make it in the work place. My father also tells me that a computer career is the
way to go and if you could get a job working with computers, and have a good
background in it you can make it easily. Also, my brother is a computer
programmer ... well, he was a computer programmer, I believe he still does it
now.

I:

So your brothers had some influence on your decision? Have you spoken to
them since you graduated from high school and what are their thoughts about
what you are pursuing?

SS4:

No. I haven't really spoken to them because they are kind of hard to get in
contact with. They are usually moving around.

I:

Moving around in what sense? What are they doing?

SS4:

Moving around from state to state.
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I:

Is that part of the job?

SS4:

I believe so. That's the way my mother described his job. He always has to be
on the move in different cities and different states.

I:

You have not heard from your brothers in a long time. You keep in touch with
them through your mother. When last have you spoken to them?

SS4:

I have spoken to them on and off. This month I will speak with them and then
I may not speak to them for three months. I am a busy person and usually
when they call or when my mother calls I am not home or I am out doing other
things.

I:

What are their thoughts about your attending UVI, working and getting your
degree at UVI?

SS4:

They are behind me one hundred percent. They told me that the military (the
Armed Forces) is not for me right now.

I:

And why is that?

SS4:

They told me that the armed forces will tell you one thing to get you to join
and once you join it is a totally different thing. And because of the situation
with the US and Iraq and the war, they have encouraged me to finish school,
then to go into the Armed Forces.

I:

How about your family support in the V.I.? How are your parents supporting
your ... decision?

SS4:

Right now my parents are telling me to strive to see if I could graduate early.
They are pushing me in the right direction. They are telling me ... they are
guiding me and telling me to share (embrace) computer education because you
don't know how much it is worth right now. It is true, I do not know its worth
right now, but since they are telling me to do it, I'm trying to strive for it
because I know a lot of people have not finished college and I would like to
have done so. I would like to finish college.

I:

You indicated that your mother was pushing you into college. Explain what
you meant by pushing. What exactly was she doing?

SS4:

What she was doing is giving me a scenario about how a person who went to
college is better off and does better in the world than a person who does not go
to college and further his education.
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I:

Were there other influences that help you to make up your mind about seeking
immediate post-secondary schooling other than your mother's scenarios about
people doing better who go to college?

SS4:

My brothers, my father, my teachers, counselor and principals and my ex-boss.

I:

What exactly have they being doing?

SS4:

They told me over and over again basically not to give up in school. School is
the key. Education is the way, if you have education, you can do anything.
Phases and things like that - they were telling me not to give up; it might be
hard now, but sooner or later it will pay off in the long run.

I:

These individuals influenced you and push you toward UVI?

SS4:

That is correct.

I:

You indicated that your parents wanted you to strive to graduate early. What is
that all about? Why are your parents trying to get you to graduate early?

SS4:

I don't really know. The only thing I can say is that if I had a choice of two- or
four-year here, I will go into a two-year at UVI and because I would like to get
an associate's here and then go to the U. S. and further my education in a
different environment and a school that might be a little better to get my
bachelor's.

I:

You are telling me that you are working towards a two-year degree in
computers?

SS4:

That is correct.

I:

Are you aware that in the States the bottom fell out with many dot.coms a
couple years ago. Many are not majoring in Information Technology as they
once were doing?

SS4:

I never knew that.

I:

Interesting. One of the issues I also wanted to check with you on is your SAT
scores. You indicated that because your SAT scores were low, you might get
some remedial help when you came to the UVI. Is that happening?

SS4:

When you say remedial, what do you mean? (Seemed ANNOYED).

I:

Well, to help you bring your SAT verbal and math stuff up to ... par, in line
with university acceptance.
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SS4:

Those are math classes I took, Math 24. I believe that the math 24 class I took
was for people who scored low on the SAT, so that's about the only help that
I've had.

I:

So you didn't need to do any remedial work at UVI?

SS4:

No.

I:

You had indicated that the math class you took was not remedial. Did you take
it in the summer?

SS4:

No, I took it at UVI in the fall.

I:

Was it one of the first four courses you took then or a class you had to take
before you could go further with math?

SS4:

That was one of the four classes I took. [I needed it before I could take any
other math class].

I:

How have you found the curriculum here at UVI? Is it somewhat similar or
different to what you were accustomed to in high school?

SS4:

It's similar in some ways, but very different. It's similar because some of the
things that the professors teach ... it's been like a review. I have heard it and I
have done it before, but the time changes and the days that we go to class, is a
big change, but I see it as an advantage. Right now, the first year I did all right
because it was my first year and I was feeling out of place. I passed most of
my classes. Like one or two I didn't pass and that was my fault because I was
not catching up on my work. I was procrastinating, and this year I can see I've
gotten into much harder classes and I believe that I will have to take just
measures to see that the grades will be better. But by next year, I should try
and cut out distractions and I might even have to leave my job.

I:

Your grades would be better if you could cut out distractions next year. What
sort of distractions are you talking about?

SS4:

The distractions I am talking about are my job and my friends. I would have to
cut back on the time I spend with them. I would have to cut back on my
basketball activities. I was into my basketball, hanging out on my job more
than my school work and it should be the other way around. I should be into
my school work more than hanging out on the job, friends and with my
basketball.
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I:

You had not passed one or two classes last semester. Is that one class or two
classes?

SS4:

Yes. I failed two classes last semester.

I:

In order to move on I assume you had to retake the two classes. Have you
taken them over yet?

SS4:

Yes, I took them over, but I did not have to take them over now.

I:

Have you passed those classes?

SS4:

Yes, I have passed the classes.

I:

How is college different?

SS4:

Right now I have a computer base class. We meet once a week, we do our
homework and we get our lessons from the internet and when we come into the
class once a week, we get like a tutoring to show us that everything is okay...
this is how it is done. The professor tells us where most of the students went
wrong (were wrong). He tells us how to change the work, by doing this or
that. So I thought that the way the class was, you would come in to learn and
then you would go on the internet and do the work. Not so, it is the opposite
way and right now I'm still trying to figure out how you do some of the things
in that class. I'm really interested in the class, but I can see that this year is
getting more and more difficult.

I:

It's challenging?

SS4:

Yes.

I:

What strategies have you used to ... I know that when you were in high school,
you seemed to enjoy the hands-on type classes because you said that you find
that was the best way you learned. Have you encountered any hands-on types
instructions here and how are you meeting that challenge?

SS4:

No. I would say no, but when you think about it, I have one other class that we
have to make basic graphics designs over the net and I find that to be quite
easy, so I guess I could say I'm doing well in that class.

I:

And that's the only hands-on class?

SS4:

Yes.
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I:

What about the other classes? How are you meeting those challenges without
the hands-on experience?

SS4:

My other classes are basically regular classes, English, Math, Science and I'm
meeting them quite all right.

I:

You are doing well?

SS4:

Yes. I am not receiving grades I would like because I don't have enough time,
but I guess I'm doing well right now.

I:

You are not receiving the grades you would like, but you are doing well right
now. What do you mean by doing well right now?

R:

Well, right now is just passing the classes. You know with a D, C, or B. I am
passing it, but I know I can do better because it is the way some of the
questions are stated. If I could understand the questions a little more...

I:

Anything else?

SS4:

No, not really.

I:

Do you wish to follow up later? You seemed ready to leave. Let's finish
another time...

Follow-up by telephone.
I:

This is a follow-up to our last meeting at UVI. You seemed lost and not
keeping up with a computer class - you were struggling with it. How did that
go at the end of the semester?

SS4:

I did not do that good in it because it is a class that goes according to modules
or steps. You have to start at step A and finish at step D. Usually it will take
more than one semester to finish it. Right now I would have to take it over. I
have an 'I' for incomplete. That is what you get when you don't finish a class.

I:

So then in other words, where does that leave you with the two-year program if
you have to retake some of these classes? It will take you longer than the two
years.

SS4:

Yes, you are correct.

I:

How does that fit into your mother's plans?

SS4:

What do you mean? (Annoyed)
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I:

Well, she wants you to finish early. How does that fit into her plan or
expectation for your early completion?

SS4:

That throws us back a little, but she knows that it is hard for me - to get into
college and do all that I am doing. And that is work and other activities and
UVI and right now I am trying to cut back on both of them to speed up the
process and don't prolong it any longer.

I:

Are your parents helping you financially?

SS4:

Yes, they are helping me financially.

I:

There was another class that you said was easy - a basic graphics class. Why
was that class over the net so easy, easier than the other one you spoke of
earlier?

SS4:

Yes, I was having some problems. It was easier because the professor was in
the class with us as opposed to the other class where the professor was on
another island. In this class, the professor goes through the lesson step by step
and with the other professor we did not see much of him. We had to teach
ourselves and then go to him so he could look it over and he would let us know
where we were going wrong or right.

I:

So what was the basic different between the two?

SS4:

The difference was in the classroom with us with face-to-face contact. Just his
being there.

I:

Did you pass that class?

SS4:

Yes, I did.

I:

I still did not get a sense of what else may have been going on to change your
mind about going to UVI. You could have gone and worked with your friends
at the TSA - why didn't you choose to work full-time?

SS4:

Because for me, my mother was looking at the long run ---

I:

What were you looking at?

SS4:

I was looking to better myself in a mental way, because most of my friends are
looking for money now - so they believe if they get a good check now, they
need nothing else, but what I saw was my mother's long range plans. If I can
get to study, education now, a good background, a platform for my future, I
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will be having more money than I will know what to do with - so that is the
reason why I choose UVI. I know right now, I may not have as much money
as my friends, but as time goes on and I earn my education, the money will
come.
I:

At what point did you make a decision ... a firm decision that you were going
to UVI? Was it before you and I met or was it after I first interviewed you?

SS4:

It had to be after I did the interview with you because when I graduated I had 3
choices. Come to UVI, work or go to the military and then my mother pushed
me into UVI. With her hard work, she got me into UVI on time because I was
not going to start right after school. I was going to take a while when she
pushed me in and she pushed me basically into UVI and I can say I like it, so it
had to be after the interviews.

I:

This is all for now. You have been most accommodating with your time. May
I contact you further?

SS4:

Sure.
END OF INTERVIEW
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Interview with Subject Mother I (SM1)
January 23, 2005 at 10:30 a.m.
I = Interviewer
SM1= Subject Mother 1
I:

About 2yrs ago, I had spoken to your son (SS4) while he was a senior in high
school and he was not sure as to the direction he would take when he graduated
from high school. He talked about three options he was facing, (1) military,
but was not sure of that because of the war; (2) he was thinking about looking
at UVI but he had not done anything about it and it was the end of school; and
(3) he also was thinking that maybe he would work with his brother on the
mainland. He was uncertain as to which direction he would take. When I
spoke to him last year, he mentioned that he was at UVI and you were the
inspiration for his going there. What was your involvement and what is your
perspective on what has happened to cause him to move in the direction he has
taken?

SM1: Well, I think that is the best thing any mother could do for their kids, you
know. You are supposed to tell them the right thing from the wrong. I sit him
down and I explained to him - Son, you have to make a decision - I do not
want you on the streets, I do not want you to keep bad company. I prefer you
to go to college. I do not want you to go into the military, nothing like that. I
prefer that you to go to college and then you take it from there. He says, OK,
mummy and then I decided to work (get another job). I go into my partner box
(it is a means of saving money). I do not get any help. I make sure I get my
partner box when I have to pay the college fees for him. Every year (maybe
semester) I pay up to $1060 - it all depends on the books for him, and I am
quite satisfied because I really want the best for my son. So that is what I have
done, Mrs. Murphy.
I:

What do you mean by a box?

SM1: We go into a partner box, some ladies and I go....
I:

Like a susu. We call it a susu in the other islands.

SM1: Yes, Yes. So I go into my partner box then, and I get the money the day I have
to pay the college for him. Every year (may mean semester) is the same thing.
I:

I think I understand. What about his siblings? What do they think about what
your son is doing - going to college at the UVI?

SM1: His brothers and sister think it is the best decision he made. A lot of his other
friends would like to go to college, but they do not have any help and I try to
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push him and push him as much as I can, and you know his brothers and sister
are happy for him and right now he is going to college and have two jobs.
I:

I spoke to him recently and asked him how he was doing in school. He
thought he was doing fairly well even though he was struggling in some of the
classes. He said that he had to retake a few classes. What are your thoughts on
his completing college?

SM1: I tell him that he needs to stop working so hard and to concentrate on college.
That is the most important thing because really he does not have any demands
to meet. I am the one who is taking care of him and his education is the
number one thing for me and I think that is the best thing I can tell him. But he
still does not want to give up his jobs, you know....so
I:

Why do you think that is? Do you think that he thinks that he may be a
financial burden to you and your husband?

SM1: Not my husband. It is I alone who saves that money for my son. I alone, no
one else - that is why I am willing to help him. Yes, I am the one. I work two
jobs and the two jobs I work, I do that for my son. I know he is a young man
and he needs help and I don't want him on the streets, Mrs. Murphy. I try my
best to help him the only way I can. I try to give him everything he wants - I
try my best -as a mother. I even paid for his driving lessons. A neighbor told
me she saw him driving his father's truck and he did not have a license. I took
him right away to driving school so he could learn legally and help him with
his car.
I:

He talked about his father also inspiring him or encouraging him to go into the
computer field. Do you agree with this direction?

SM1: Yes, yes, yes, and his brothers. He has a brother in the states who is literate
with the computer (or what ever you call it) and he is encouraging him also.
So, something like that he is studying in college right now. Something in the
computer line, I don't know what you will call it.
I:

Computer Science.

SM1: Yes, that what I thought, yes.
I:

Where does his father gets his information? Does he hear this from others, or
is around people who work with computers? What is his familiarity with
computers?

SM1: Well, his father tells him about that because he sees that I have a son who is in
the field of computers and doing well. He is encouraging him to do the same,
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so that my (elder) son and the one in college could work together. He (elder
son) can tell his brother (in college) sometimes what and what to do and
because sometimes he (elder son) needs people to work and when my younger
son goes to college and takes up this field - he could be one of them.
I:

His brother works for himself.

SM1: Yes.
I:

He hopes that your younger son can come into the business with him?

SM1: Yes, yes, Mrs. Murphy.
I:

I see. Your son in college is the youngest, correct?

SM1: Yes.
I:

How many children do you have? Are they all sons?

SM1: I have four children, Mrs. Murphy - my sons in the States and a daughter. My
daughter is fifteen years difference from my son in college.
I:

His sibs - brothers and sister, did they go to college as well?

SM1: Well no. Only my younger son because my other children, they are not from
here (Virgin Islands). We are from the islands.
I:

You are from Nevis? Correct.

SM1: Yes. They went to high school in Nevis, but they never got the opportunity to
go to college. No colleges in Nevis at the time and no financial help.
I:

Ah! Is your husband from Nevis, too?

SM1: No, he is from Antigua.
I:

Okay. How does your community value education? What kinds of
encouragement do they give the young people?

SMI: Well, yes. They are others in the community going to college. I don't know if
young people.
I:

At UVI?

SM1: Yes.
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I:

How are they being supported by parents and the community?

SM1: A lot of students get financial aid, but you know I don't get any of that. Due to
personal issues with my son, my eldest son who is not married, but have
children by a lady and she wanted to put him in court for different things, so
most of his stuff is in my name and by doing that my youngest son is unable to
get financial aid. Because, if they check my social security, they will discover
these things, but they do not belong to me. It's my son's, but he has to do it for
security.
I:

I see. According to your younger son, he indicated that you wanted him to
finish UVI early. In other words, you wanted him to finish college maybe in
three years as opposed to four. Can you tell me what your reasons might be? I
informed him that the fact of his retaking some classes might push his
completion back further than 3 years. Is he in a two-year program?

SM1: I don't think so. I think he is in a full program - I don't think he is doing well,
Mrs. Murphy. It does not look so to me, because his report card was not too
nice this time. That is what I tell him .... It was not good at all. He has to stop
working so hard and start concentrating on college.
I:

What was not so good this time, you said....

SM1: His report card was not so good.
I:

Oh! He indicated to me that he would like to focus on school and cut out the
distractions, as he calls them. He thought that playing ball and working were
some of the distractions as well as hanging out with his friends. He stated that
he might give up some of these activities and concentrate more on school.
What is your perspective on this? Do you think he will make it?

SM1: Well, Mrs. Murphy, I am telling you the truth, as a mother. My son stays out
almost all night, all like two or three o'clock, every night he comes into the
house. And I don't know Mrs. Murphy, because for days when he gets into the
house, he sleeps. He gets up in the morning. I have gone to work, you know.
He comes in so late in the night. I don't know when he will come in tonight. I
don't know Mrs. Murphy. I think when children go to college they are suppose
to concentrate on their college, but my son, I am not hiding any faults for none
of my kids - he is not studying like he is supposed to and Mrs. Murphy, he is
not getting sufficient rest. Regardless of what, your sleep is more important you have to rest and sometimes he gets no more than 3 or 4 hours sleep. Yes,
he does. [I am telling you the truth.]
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I:

You don't think he is studying like he should and that may be attributing to his
not so good report card?

SM1: Right, right, right.
I:

Do you think that he is doing this because you wish him to and not because he
is really ready?

SM1: Well, I asked him before the beginning of the semester, I said, "Son, decide
what you want, because I am not going to spend any more money on you if
you are not serious. Let me know what you are going to do, and tell me now."
So, he said, "Mummy I am going back to college. I am going to continue."
I:

Has he discussed his courses with you? How does he find the work?

SM1: He does not discuss with me. I see it on the report card.
I:

He does not sit and discuss his thoughts about the school and work itself?

SM1: No. He will not discuss with me, Mrs. Murphy, because I "bust" (nag) him a
lot to rest, and when anything comes up I am on his case. As a mother, I am
on his back.
I:

Is his father also talking to him about his report card and school?

SM1: Yes. He is, but not the way I do.
I:

And his brothers are talking to him as well?

SM1: And his grandmother.
I:

So, he is getting some conventional wisdom?

SM1: Yes.
I:

How important is it for you to see your youngest son graduate from college?

SM1: Well, it would be one of my happiest days in my whole life to see that happen.
Because, you know, he was very slow. You know when he was born; I had a
little problem with him. When he should make a "D" in his writing in school
he makes a "B" and things like that. I had problems with him and so I had to
go different places with him.
I:

So he was struggling in secondary school?
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SM1: He was struggling all the way. Yes.. He was struggling because I don't know if
it was his eyes or what, but when he was suppose to make a "D" he would
make a "B" and things like that you know. Yes.
I:

Did he receive help when he was in secondary school?

SM1: Well, I went there (school) and they ran tests on him and so, and they said they
don't find anything wrong with him. They don't find nothing, but still...
I:

So he was tested?

SM1: Yes.
I:

What was he tested for?

SM1: Well, I tell you this. They set up an appointment with me at the Education
Dept and they tested him different times. And in high school they checked him
out and then they saw that he can be with other children because he could do
the work. But he is lazy.
I:

He needs to be encouraged. Is there any thing else you wish to tell me about
his plans for the future?

SM1: To be truthful, I really, really don't know right now, Mrs. Murphy. When I tell
you I don't know right now. He has a girlfriend and that keeps him very busy.
So I don't know what will become of him later in life. He is always by the girl
and things like that. I think for a child going to college, he is supposed to
concentrate more , more on his college work. Let that be the number 1
business you have to do and anything else after. But I am telling you the truth,
I really, really don't know. I am always on his back, morning, noon, and night.
Because I spend my money on him and I tell him I don't want to see my money
going down the drain. "If you know you do not want to go to college, tell me
now, now, before I spend any more money on you." I tell him so over and
over. Every year, I have to spend a lot of money with no help and it is really
rough. I am working two jobs to help him. If he directly tells me he does not
want to go to college, until he finishes the semester, I wash my hands from him
and I would not work so hard. I leave my house in the morning. I start work
from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm and then pick up another job by 5:30 pm to 9:30 pm.
It comes and I am doing it for many years.
I:

You are willing to give him another chance this semester to see how he does?

SM1: That is what I am watching right now. Because if he does not do well he
would not make it. It is not for me to put anything else there as a mother. I am
telling you the truth, Mrs. Murphy; he is not a rude child. He is very polite.
129

He is very mannerly. He is a very nice child. But he just doesn't listen. That is
my problem.
I:

I thank you for your time and I will contact you if I have questions or need to
clarify. Is that ok?

SM1: That is ok, Mrs. Murphy.
Interview ended in fifty minutes.
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CAPT JOYANNE PATRICIA MURPHY, R.D.,L.D.,MPA
43 Tindal Springs Court
Montgomery Village, Maryland 20886
E-mail-joyanne.murphy@fda.gov
HT

TH

Educational Background
Ph.D.- Human Development - Virginia Polytechnic & State University, Falls Church,
Virginia – Spring 2006
MPA - Northeastern University, Boston, Mass - September 1982
BSc - Framingham State College, Framingham, Mass – 1974
Professional Experience
As a Regulatory Science Education Specialist at the Food and Drug Administration,
CAPT Murphy is involved in curriculum development, program facilitation, and accreditation
management. She has developed and refined evaluation instruments to assess needs and
effectiveness of the CDER courses. She is currently working on an Evaluation Workgroup to
assess the overall effectiveness and efficiency of the CDER training program. She has
designed ad implemented mentoring and orientation seminars for new and existing staff at the
Health Resources and Services Administration and the National Institutes of Health. For over
15 years, she has worked as a policy advisor, developing and implementing agency wide policy
for uniformed service personnel.
CAPT Murphy is a skilled and licensed Nutritionist who has served in clinical,
community, management, and research areas. In these capacities, she has developed
numerous pamphlets, education materials, and a manual chapter for patients and family
counseling. From time to time she is called on the review grants submitted to HHS. She has
successfully facilitated many weight loss and smoking cessation classes, and for five years as a
research nutritionist, she has collaborated with a primary investigator on a NIH protocol. She
has written several abstracts for poster sessions and presentations, and co-authored one
journal article.
CAPT Murphy is the recipient of many Public Service Awards, to mention a few, the
Surgeon General Exemplary Award, the Outstanding Service Medal, and the PHS
Commendation Medal. She is a member of many professional associations and is currently the
President-Elect of the local affiliate of the American Dietetic Association.
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