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To build near water is a primary consideration for this project. Without a site determined, I knew that I was interested in exploring how a building 
could respond to a change in geography, specifically land to water. How could structure indicate and react to such a dramatic threshold? What 
would be the conditions in the building through material and form that could emphasize or celebrate this meeting point: the moment when land 
is enveloped by water? 

After considering the characteristics of these two elements, land and water, it seemed apparent that there was a component of symbiosis in their 
interaction. One is perpetually dependent on the other. The process of the sea pulverizing shells to create sand or the act of rock and soil being 
slowly eroded by the tide versus the expulsion of magma from below the sea, which becomes igneous rock once cooled by the ocean, expresses 
a giving and taking that is cyclical in nature. There is an understanding that our condition is not permanent; it is in a perpetual state of ebb and 
flow, personified by the oceans' tide. It is this condition of movement, of change, of the meeting of two elements, that I was initially interested in. 
The question was how to relate this to the study of form and material. 

Should architecture respond to its immediate environment, and if so how should the response occur? Could identity in structure be more inti- 
mately tied to environmental conditions? For me, as a student attempting to make sense and find a position on the derivation of form and struc- 
ture, I found myself strongly encouraged to explore this question. 

A meetina ~ o i n t  between two thinas mav be considered a threshold. Athreshold is often used to indicate or svmbolize the entrance to somethina 



The Potomac River runs along the edge of Alexandria, Virginia, demarcating the edge of Vir- 
ginia and Maryland. The waterfront of Old Town Alexandria has a strong presence in the 
fabric of the whole town. As a historic port city, its relationship with the river has been inextri- 
cable due to commerce and industry. I chose this location because it offered a good opportu- 
nity to not just respond to land meeting water, but also a historic town meeting a modern 
building. It afforded two thresholds: land to water and historic to modern. A building could be 
used as a node or a chance to transition people from land to water and colonial to contempo- 
rary. 
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