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Abstract                                               

My thesis is an urban intervention into the small town of 
Blacksburg, Virginia.  Th e ideas and explorations of this 
project are derived from the placement of a canopy over 
the Main Street of the downtown.  Th e thesis addresses 
the existing energy and essence of the town, while intro-
ducing the external object of a canopy and a grid to estab-
lish a level of order and unity for the area.
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Blacksburg, Virginia is a town that is comprised of two 
groups of people.  One group comes from the town and 
the second group comes from the university.  Th e towns-
people and the college students are guided by separate 
goals, infl uences, and intentions.  Th erefore, it is the 
purpose of this thesis to generate a space where the two 
groups can coexist as a unit rather than as separate societ-
ies.  

In addition, this thesis is about reclaiming and preserving 
a small town.  Currently, the downtown of Blacksburg is 
overshadowed by contributions from the university and 
college life.  Bars, clubs, shops for sporting paraphernalia, 
and sports bar restaurants are all dominant features of 
the downtown.  Th ese places attract college students, yet 
provide little appeal and allure for an older community 
member who still wishes to partake in the downtown.  As 
a result, the townspeople and college students occupy the 
downtown at separate times and utilize the area in diff er-
ent ways.

Th e intention of this thesis is to create a room from a 
street.  Th rough the introduction of a series of objects 
into the downtown, the redesign provides a sense of order 
which is currently absent and it acknowledges the spirit 
and energy that already exists within the downtown.  Th is 
thesis is about the establishment of an environment to 
bring two groups of people together in one “room”.
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The Passage
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Chur Bus Station
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Galleria de Milano
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Galleria de Milano
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The Components 
of a Living Room













