
Appendix H  
Post Processor Tutorial 
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Recommended System Minimums 
 
 Due to the size of the program and the amount of computer resources used by the 

program, the following system minimums are suggested: 

• CPU Processor: 1 GHz 
• RAM: 512 MB 

 
 
Setup and Installation 
 
 Begin installation by selecting the Post Processor Icon on the provided CD.  An 

installation wizard should appear to guide you through the program installation.  An 

additional folder, “HSPF Post” is necessary to run the program.  Please copy this folder 

from the CD to the “c” drive. 

 
Program Use  
 
 Once properly installed, the program should be available from the “Start” menu 

under programs.  Select “Post Processor” and the screen should look like the following: 
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Select “File” from the menu. 
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Select “Open HSPF Base PLT file” and choose the backcr1.plt file associated with your 

base file. 

 
 
 
Select “Open HSPF Scenario PLT file” and choose the backcr1.plt file associated with 

your scenario. 
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Select “Open HSI file” and choose the habitat suitability file associated with the selected 

fish species. 

 
 
Click the “Compare Output” button. 
 
 

The program may take well over an hour to complete the analysis depending on 

the length of data you have selected.  The progress bar will indicate the approximate 

amount of analysis completed. 

When the analysis is complete, two windows will appear asking you to save files.  

The first file will contain all of the hydrologic analysis while the second file will contain 

the variability and HSI analysis.  It is recommended, but not required, that you save the 

files as comma separated value, with the “*.csv” extension, to enable the one click import 

of the data into a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet.  Several additional windows will then 

appear showing plots of the hydrologic, variability, and HSI analyzed data.  These plots 

cannot be saved to a file but can be stored by using a screen capture (Alt-Print Screen) 

and pasting them into a word processor. 
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Finally, the coordinates comprising the plots and the time based data analysis for 

the HSI data can be easily viewed by double clicking the icons for the files just saved.  

Most computers will automatically enter Microsoft Excel at this point, but if an error 

occurs, you will have to manually set up the file extension association (see Windows 

Help) or open Microsoft Excel and import the data.  The data can also be viewed in 

rougher format by opening the file in a word processor.   

After finishing a scenario run, it is recommended that you completely exit and 

restart the program before running a new scenario.  This will ensure that all variables and 

arrays have been cleared from the computer memory. 
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