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As a general form, farm-
ers markets maintain a 
number of  similar 
characteristics. However, 
within individual markets 
these common elements 
are adapted in ways that 
correspond to and pro-
mote the distinctiveness 
of  local communities.

ApproACh 
Figurative market signs such as the 
density of  vendors or the use of  a 
market structure tend to guide one’s 
approach into a farmers market. 
When responding to surrounding 
context, the chosen placement of  
vendors and/or structure allows a 
market to become a reflection of  the 

more permanent community.

SeCtion 
The relationship between the 
boundaries encasing a farmers mar-
ket presents a proportional relation-
ship, manifested as a market’s ‘urban 
room’. These affiliations alter with 
respect to the market space, vendors, 
market structure and/or connections 

to adjacent buildings or spaces. 

DenSitY 
Density serves as a familiar signifier 
for a farmers market. The impres-
sion of  density is produced by the 
relationship of  the space taken by 
the market and the number of  par-
ticipating vendors within that space. 
A permanent market structure alters 
the scale of  a market’s urban room 

thus altering its perceived density.

VenDorS 
Each farmers market provides ven-
dors with comparable areas in which 
to present themselves through the 
display of  goods. Thus, promoting 
each vendor stall as a design situa-
tion. Within these stalls, many ven-
dors will give half  their alloted space 
to their vehicle to maintain proxim-

ity for unloading, restocking, and 
loading up.

ACtiVitY 
By creating a unique space for local-
ly produced food, farmers markets 
distinguish and celebrate communi-
ties. Thus, they promote themselves 
as a weekly, sometimes daily place to 
gather, and afford a variety of  alter-
nate activities within and around the 
market area such as listening to local 

musicians. 

remnAnt 
Just as density is a primary signifier 
of  a farmers market, emptiness be-
comes their primary remnant. Many 
markets exist within leftover public 
spaces, which at the end of  a mar-
ket day revert back to their anony-
mous scales and intended uses. Adja-
cent civic areas or permanent market 
structures can act as constant market 

remnants.   

Verging 
Many markets exist alongside signifi-
cant civic areas such as parks, town 
halls or courthouses. Through con-
nections to these bordering uses, im-
permanent markets become part of  
a larger community.  They take ad-
vantage of  existing activity as well as 

circulation patterns in order to 
promote themselves. 

plAn 
A farmers market is ultimately 
formed by space provided for it. Both 
the built environment surrounding a 
market space as well as the number 
of  participating vendors have an ef-
fect on market placement within a 
given area. A market plan provides 
an understanding of  a market’s size, 

boundaries and circulation.

Sign
Both literal and figurative signs are 
used to display a farmers market. A 
natural figurative sign for a market 
is the density created by the pres-
ence of  vendors and goods. A mar-
ket structure provides another type 
of  figurative sign, additionally allow-
ing the market to retain a permanent 

presence within its community.

Shelter 
Most farmers markets utilize some 
type of  shelter, primarily for the 
protection of  goods. The type, size 
and shape of  this shelter endows the 
market with a certain visual language. 
For example, the use of  a structure 
to cover an entire market promotes 
a view of  the market  as a single en-
tity rather than a conglomeration of  

parts. 

BoUnDArY 
A farmers market’s boundaries can 
be physical or perceptible. Physical 
boundaries may include vendors or 
a market structure, while perceptible 
boundaries may be flooring varia-
tions or the provision of  shelter. The 
stronger boundaries are the more ef-
fectively they contain a market, al-

lowing it to be viewed as a single 
organism.


