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The comer of King and Commerce is significant in the near central location in the King street corridor. The corner site has a large presence on King 
Street and will serve as an ideal location for a new civic piece of architecture. 
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4" WATER PIPE 
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"Figure 4, Shephard, Steven. "Alexandria Archaeology Muselffil - Fire Well and Cistem". 22 Nov. 2009." 

Pump at the corner of King and Commerce, ca 1900. Old Diagonal Pump 

The pmnp was a solid piece of timber about nine feet long and one foot in diameter with an estimated weight of 400 pOlUlds. 
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TIle Clepsydra 

A greek word, that literally mean water thief, a clepsydra is a clock powered 
by the forces ofwafer.One of the earliest ways of telling time was throgh 
the use of large pots that would leak water into another in a means of 
showing through a measured volmne of water the time passing. As the 
mechanization of the world was coming so did the mechanization of 
clepsydras. Using a system of gears and plungers the clepsydra would display 
time through a mechanized system. Even in our neotechnic society such 
clepsydras still exist and are used to operate digital time devices 

A New Attraction 

Within the context of the city the clepsydra will become a means of 
showing the importance of craftand the nature of quality within the city of 
Alexandria. The clepsydra will bridge the Potomac waterfront with the 
Masonic Temple. Like the Old Town waterfront and the Masonic Temple 
the new clepsydra will draw tourists and people interested in the unique and 
qualtiy made. The clepsydra will also selv e as one of the attractions of Old 
Town and help revitalize the in-between space of the water front and 
Masonic Temple. 
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