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History 

(ABSTRACT) 

In 1989, L. Douglas Wilder became the first black American to be 

elected Governor in any state when he was elected Governor of Virginia. 

His victory was the fruit of labors that spanned a twenty year political 

career. He entered politics at a time when Virginia was emerging from 

the control of a political machine headed by Harry Byrd, Sr. 

'Ihe win in 1989 was the direct result of Wilder being able to 

position hiln.self while serving as the Connnonwealth's Lieutenant 

Governor. Specifically crucial was Wilder's first year in office. ~ing 

that period, he was able to establish him.self as an in:ieperrlent voice. 

In doing so, he distanced himself from the questionable policies of 

Govenior Gerald Baliles. Wilder's J:oldness deterred others from 

challenging his nomination in 1989. In addition, Wilder derronstrated 

that he could overcome political troubles, such as criticism he received 

for accepting speaking fees fran in-state organizations. 

Wilder's sucx:::ess can be explained by a marketing theory known as 

positioning. 'lllat theory holds that politicians have to create an 

irrleperrlent position in the public eye. In doing so, the carrlidate may 

have to reinvent himself or herself to appeal to the widest range of 

voters. 
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Writin:3' a thesis is a process that involves nn1ch work. But, the 

process is made nore palatable when those aroum you are helpful arrl 

stJ:R)Ortive. I was lucky enough to benefit from such a situation. 

First, I would like to thank God Almighty for giving me the 

strength arrl ability to write this thesis. Without Hirn, nothing is 

possible. 

'Ihe idea to write about D.:>ug Wilder came from a close frierrl, 

Dorian Green. He has been a steadfast ally throughout. Arn, for that, I 

am thankful. I also am thankful to my thesis connnittee, Dr. Peter 

Wallenstein, Dr. Wocxiy Farrar am Dr. Bob Denton, for their guidance am 

time in helping me to focus my research. 

In doing my research, other folks were very helpful. I appreciate 

the work of Kathy Albers at the Richmond Times-Dispatch. Furthenn:::>re, I 

am irrlebted to the staff of the Ll.brary of Virginia, arrl the 

interlibrary loan office at Virginia Tech for their willirqness to help 

me out. 

I would also like to thank Mary sue Terry for speak.in;J with me. 

Moreover, I would like to thank others who spoke with me off the record. 

'Iheir advice pointed me in the right direction on several matters. My 

frier:rls arrl colleagues at Tech supported me throughout, am I appreciate 

that. 

My family has also been a mainstay of support arrl encourageioont, 

especially my nother. 

Finally, my wife Tracy has been my ally, colleague am best frierd 
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fran the start, arrl she has taught me about the nost important things. 

She has also made the writll'q process :rrore enjoyable by givll'q a proud 

father a healthy baby girl. For those reasons, this thesis is dedicated 

to her. 
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Intrcrluctian 

As Cot.lg Wilder sat his sights on running for Governor in 1989, the 

Old D:Jminion had changed greatly from the days of Harry Byrd, arrl even 

from the days of Mills Godwin. Black-belt whites no lon;Jer ran southern 

politics. Irrlustrialization had brought about the rise of a middle class 

conservatism born in the suburbs. In Virginia, suburban Fairfax County 

contained one-seventh of the state's voters. Fiscal conservatism was 

still important, but just as important was progress on issues like 

education arrl race. Conservatism no longer embraced preservation of the 

scx:::ial order as much as it embraced individualism. 'This new conservatism 

also brought about the rise of mass media campaigns in Virginia. 'Ihe 

Cornrconwealth reflected the notion that politics are simply consumption, 

where carrlidates are bought and sold like other conm.rrner gocds. 1 

If politics are consumption, then there needs to be a theory to 

explain political rroveID2nt. In the case of Coug Wilder, that theory is 

positionin;J. 'Illis theory holds that today's airwaves are filled with tCXJ 

many prcd.ucts for people to rerrernber them all. 'Ib ove.rcare this, 

buyers/voters prioritize pro:lucts/c.an:lidates based on the things they 

feel rrost important. 'Ihus, politicians nee:l. to develop an important 

position in people's min:::ls arrl develop it as their own before sarreone 
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else occupies the top slot for a particular position that is important 

to the electorate. In doin; this a politician must :reinvent hiinself. 2 

'!his is what Wilder did durin; his first year as Lieutenant Gover.nor. He 

invented a position that allowed him to nm for Gover.nor in 1989. 

In examining Doug Wilder, other writers have pointed out that 1986 

was a crucial year in Wilder's development. But, those writers have 

generally seen that year's developments in a negative light, arrl have 

not employed positioning theory to explain Wilder's actions. Dwayne 

Yancey, in concentratin; on Wilder's 1985 campaign for Lieutenant 

Governor, argues that most of Wilder's positioning tcx:>k place in 1987 

an:11988, arrl claims that Wilder did nothin; to help himself in 1986. 

D::mald Baker, in his biography of Wilder, did recognize that Wilder was 

trying to create an irrleperxient position for himself in 1986. But, he 

views Wilder as weak arrl ''mired in controversy" at the en:i of 1986. 

Margaret F.dds, in her exa:m.i.:nation of Wilder's 1989 gubernatorial race, 

only saw Wilder trying to position himself as a populist durin; 1986, 

arxi focuses her writing on the events leading up to the 1989 elections. 3 

None of the three writers use positioning theory to explain Wilder's 

actions. 

'1his thesis will examine how Wilder positioned himself durin; the 

early part of his tenn as Lieutenant Governor. It will bring to:;Jether 
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the best parts of others like Edds and Baker and, with the use of 

position.in;J theory, derocmstrate hOW' Wilder cru::ved out his territory for 

1989. ruring 1986, Wilder established hilnself as a power in Virginia 

p:,litics, separate from Chuck Robb or Gerald Baliles. In amassing that 

power base, Wilder dencnstrated that he could overcame p::>litical hard 

times. On nost issues, Wilder took populist stams. By buildin;J a base 

early, Wilder was able to win the 1989 nomination. 'Ihe base of his 

nomination was founded in 1986. He tried to build a coalition of 

progressives who had supported him in earlier political forays, and 

fiscal conservatives. 'Ihrc:Mn in with that coalition was blacks. In order 

to appeal to them, Wilder lashed out at Robb, who many blacks still 

distrusted to some extent. In addition, Wilder played on the rnoralism of 

many black voters, especially when he spoke out about social problems 

affectin3' the black cannnunity. '!he buildin3' of that coalition, and 

in::ieed the seeds of Wilder's :nm in 1989, were sown in the first year of 

Wilder's tenn as Lieutenant Govenior. 'lb urrlerstarx:l the playing field in 

Virginia at the time, it is necessary to urrlerstarx:l the system that 

Wilder came up in. 'Ihus, th.is thesis will also sw:vey the transfonnation 

of Virginia fran Byrd oligarchy to two-party state. 

Lieutenant Governors running for Governor were nothing new in 

Virginia. Mills Godwin and Fred Pollard had both used the office for a 

sourrlirg board for their higher aspirations and as a means to 

consolidate their support. In fact, between 1965 and 1985, in every 

gubenlatorial election, the sitting Lieutenant Governor had tried to run 
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for Governor. In this respect, D:Jug' Wilder would be no different. 4 

Historically, he would distinguish himself by becaning irrlepenient of 

the Governor he was servirg mrler. Previous Lieutenant Governors had not 

been as outspoken as Wilder waild be. 

4I.Duis Rubin, Vtt\inia: A History (Ner,, York: w. w. Norton an:l 
c:anpany, 1977) , 199-200;. earl Ardrews~No Higher Honor (Richm:,rrl: Dietz 
Press, 1970) ,· 49-52, 171; Mills Godwin won m 1965 after beirg elected 
Lieutenant Governor urxier Albertis Harrison. In 1969, Fred Pollaro lost 
the Dem::x:ratic primary. After the 1969 election, newly elected Lieutenant 
Governor J. Sai:geant Reynolds had been _positiQ!ll.l'q himself for a 
QUbernatorial run in 197:J. But, ReYI19lds died before that plan could 
devel<;p. His replacerrent as Lieutenant Governor, H~ Howell ran an:l 
lost in 1973 an:f 1977. His 1973 loss was to Mills Gcdwin. In 1977, HcMell 
lost to sittin:J Rep.lblican Lieutenant Govemor Jahn I:alton. In 1981, <l1uck 
Robb won the state's top post after bein:J elected Lieutenant Governor in 
1977. Arn, in 1985, sift~ Lieutenant Governor Richard Davis lost the 
Dem::x:ratic nomination fight to Gerald Builes. 
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Cllapter 1-Vi.rginia an::i D:u;J Wilder o:ue of kJe 

'Ihe inauguration in 1990 of L. DJ:uglas Wilder as Virginia's 

governor was the clinactic event in Virginia I,XJlitics since World War 

II. Much of Wilder's success in the 1989 gubernatorial race can be 

attributeci to events that occurred before he received the .Dem::>cratic 

nomination in 1989. 'Ihe first year of Wilder's tenu as Lieutenant 

Governor was characterized by Wilder preparin;J himself an::1 Virginia's 

electorate for his historic campaign. 'That's not to say that is all that 

characterized his term. But, thoughts of 1989 did lcx:im heavy over 

Virginia I,XJlitics in 1986. 'Ihe 1989 campaign an::1 Wilder's ascension to 

the governor's mansion showed. just hew much Virginia had changed. since 

the era of the Byrd Ma.chine. 

Harry Byrd an::1 his supI,X)rters carre to dornina.te Virginia I,XJlitics 

in the 1920s. First a pro:Jressive governor, an::1 then a conservative U.S. 

Senator, Byrd remained in Virginia I,XJlitics until 1965. He ca:rre up by 

supportin;J the TIE.chine that existed before his, the ma.chine controlled. 

by U.S. Senator 'lharnas Martin, an::1 suppJrted. by Byrd's influential 

uncle, Hal Flcx::rl. In key elections, Byrd supported. Ma.chine-backed 

carrlidates like Claude swanson arrl E. Lee Trinkle. Later on, Trinkle 

would prove an integral part of the Byrd team, along with Ebbie Combs 

an:l Hc,,.;aro Smith. 1 

1I.ouis D. Rubin, Virginia: A History (New York: W. W. No$n .ar:rl 
~ 1977), 162-63; Ronald L. He:mernann, - ~ of Vµ:gl.nl.a 
(Oiarlbttesville: University Press of V¥9inia, 199 J. 1-13; Heinemann 
actually_ sees the Martin Ma.dune as the first cha~ o:r the Byn;l Machine. 
I see a break between the two in the middle 1920s when the Martin Machine 
declined an::1 the Bvrd Machine eµvarged. frcnn the political foray as the 
dominant caste in \f"irginia I,XJlitics. 
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I.DIXJ before Byrd, Virginia had a tradition of politics beiIXj 

rooted in the localities. Byrd did not change this as his machine was 

centered at the local level. Urrler the Byrd machine, there was a bit of 

state unity, but not much. In addition to local control, voter 

disenfranchiselrent was the norm for Harry Byrd's Virginia. Special 

targets to lose the vote were Republicans and. blacks. 'Ihis was done 

IOOStly through the poll tax that had to be paid six months before 

election day, and. through a literacy test that was selectively applied 

to Byrd Del'oocrats and. harshly applied to others. '!his sorcetimes led to 

interestiIXj results. In one case, a collaJe graduate and. Republican in 

southwest Virginia failed the literacy test. 'llle ironic notice he got 

said, "Yo hav fald to rechister. 112 

'llle small electorate and local control allowed the Byrd Machine to 

exert strorg control over the political process. Much of this control 

was by black belt whites, although Byrd was from Winchester, an area 

with a relatively low number of blacks. In working one's way up the 

ladder in Virginia politics, loyalty to Byrd and. the machine was 

paranount. Byrd had the ultimate decision as to who the machine would 

support. But, he would listen to different opinions amorg his key 

supporters before makin:J a decision. So, gettiIXj Byrd's blessiIXjs also 

involved people p.lShin;J their name am:>IXJ local Byrd lieutenants. In 
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addition to loyalty, Byrd also examined prospective can:lidates' 

electability arx:l ability to unify the state's political elite. With 

Byrd's approval came the support of the Virginia aristocracy who 

controlled politics because of the small electorate. 3 

By the 1950s, challen;es arose to the Byrd Machine. '!he Machine's 

failure to address those challerges by bringing in younger legislators, 

arrl the new electorate of the 1960s caused the machine to fade in power 

by the middle 1960s. As Ronald Heinemann writes in his biography of 

Harry Byrd, by the middle 1960s, Byrd "had lost his grasp of Virginia 

politics." Southern politics has generally entailed a conflict between 

the conservatives arx:l those opposed to them. '!his conflict came to the 

fore in the 1960s. Votin;J rights reforms brought l!K)re :people, especially 

blacks arrl Republicans, into the process. Bringin;J in l!K)re people helped 

to tie the Dem::>cratic party to its national counterpart. '!he Republicans 

began to errerge as the conservative party. '!his was a far cry from the 

1940s when Harry Byrd's Dem::>cratic party was the only real party in 

Virginia politics. 4 

Dem::xJraiiric cl'l.an;Jes arrl court cases also shaped cl'l.an;Jes in 

Virginia politics durin;J the 1960s. Urbanization arx:l the evolution of 

one person-one vote caused the rural areas to lose camplete sway over 
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the process. 'Ibis urbanization had bra.ight in D?l'ocx::rats a:rrl Republicans 

who were not big supporters of Ma.ssive Resistance to integration. It 

also caused the suburbs to care into bein;J as a key to cont.roll.in]' 

Virginia politics. 5 

In addition to demographics, the federal courts forced Virginia to 

create an electoral system that reflected its population's new 

realities. One of the m::st important cases was Davis v. Mann in 1964. 

'Ibis case m:rrdated one person-one vote for General Assembly districts. 

Earlier in the same year, the court had already harrled da;..,n Wesberry v. 

Sanders which mandated one person-one vote for Con:JreSSional districts. 

'lhe anti-poll tax provisions of the 24th Amerrlrnent were extended to 

state elections in the 1966 decision, Harper v. State Board of 

Elections. By the errl of the 1960s, a new Virginia electorate had 

emerged. Power rested in the han:is of suburbanites from northern and 

eastern Virginia. 'Ibis caused a new emphasis on issues like education 

and transportation. 6 

It was this pericxl in which Ibug Wilder entered Virginia politics. 

Wilder had teen oom in a segregated Virginia. At an early age, his 

parents pushed him to get an education. 'lhey practiced a discipline of 

self-reliance. He would read from the great J;hilosophers a:rrl learn their 

works line by line. In order to pay for college at Virginia Union 

5Ral{Xl Eisenberg, ''Virginia: 'lhe ~ence of Two-Partv Politics," 
in William c. Havard, ed., 'lhe Charging Politics of the South, 39-91. 

6:Peter Wallenstein, "Federal Courts and Southern Politics in the 
1960s: 'Ihe Rea.PPOrtio:rnre.nt Revolution in Virginia in Historical 
Perspective," Virginia Social Science Journal 26 (Winter 1991): 1-10. 
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University, he waited tables at the Jclm Marshall Hotel in damtown 

Richrrorrl. 7 

After college, Wilder entered the U. s. Army and saw ccanbat in the 

Korean War. While in Korea, Wilder won the Bronze star for heroism in 

helping the United Nations forces take the area known as Pork Cllop Hill. 

It was also during this time that Wilder flirted with black militance. 

He am sarre of his colleagues in the service were greatly affected by 

the rise in Africa of Kenyatta am his ideas al:xJut oppressed blacks 

violently t.h.rChling off the chains of their oppressors. In this sense, 

Wilder and his friends exchanged letters with the signature, "'Ihe 

Burnirg Spear." Today, Wilder plays down those actions as no irore than 

the innocent ramblings of youth. 8 

After the war, Wilder tried to get a state job based on his merits 

as a college graduate with a degree in chemistry. At first, he was 

offered only a job as a cook. He finally got a job as a state 

toxicolCXJist. 'Ihis was sarething that Wilder foun:l acceptable but not 

really that enthralling. 9 

In 1956, Wilder decided to becorre a lawyer. 'Ib accanplish this, he 

had to go outside of Virginia because the state's law schools would 

admit only a f~ token blacks. He chose HCWcrrd University in Washirqton, 

OC. In 1959, Coug Wilder passed the Virginia Brr, the only black to do 

so that year. After passing the bar, Wilder set up a small practice in 

7I:'Mrayne Yarr:ey, When Hell Froze over, 26-28; F.dds, Clai;min::J: the 
Dream, 21--:32. 
-- 8Ibid. 

9Y~y, When Hell Froze over, 29; F.dds, Claiming the Dream, 21-35. 
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his boyhocx:l hare, Church Hill, a traditionally black section of 

Richm:>nd. Unlike many of Virginia's civil rights heroes, Wilder did not 

get knavn for pursuing high profile civil rights cases. Instead, he 

wanted to build a big fir.m centered on traditional criminal an::l civil 

cases. He used the 1960s to build such a practice. He went so far as to 

take low-profit, out of~ work an::l break even so that he would have a 

higher naire ~tion. He did build a huge clientele. 'lhat clientele 

got so large that he simply could not keep pace. He did not take action 

on a case involving a couple involved a 1966 car wreck. His inaction led 

to a 1975 reprirran:i by the Virginia SUpreme Court for "inexcusable 

procrastination an::1 unprofessional corrluct. " 10 

Wilder did try to fight segregation in the courtroom. To flarmt 

the oxies of courtroom segregation, he simply refused to sit in the 

11colored" section. On this, he was never chall~ed. But, Wilder 

concentrated :rrore on his practice than being a civil rights crusader. Of 

the 1960s an::l his practice, Wilder says, 11I never viewed myself as an 

ct . ist' 1111 a lV • 

Wilder first entered PJlitics in 1969. 'Ihe ascension of J. 

Sargeant Reynolds to the Lieutenant Governorship had created a vacancy 

10yancey, When Hell Froze Over, 29-31 (SUpreme Court quote); Edds 
Cla~the Dream, 21-35; Anthony Blaine Deel, ''Virginia's Minimal 
Resi : 'Ihe D?segregation of Public Graduate am Professional 
Education, 1935-1955" (M.A. thesis, Virginia Polytechnic Institute an::l 
State Utµversity, 1990), 75-?6, 102-:l;.08~ i;:eeJ. PJints out Gre:Jo:ry ~n 
was admitted to the University of Virg1.ru.a for graduate law sbxlies 1n 
1950. Moreover, in 1955, Jahn Se.rchant enrolled in reqular law courses at 
the University. But, D2el cautions that in the middle 1950s( black law 
students were only a fEM tokens who represented prominent blaCK families. 
'lhis definition did not a.i:ply to D:Jug Wilder. 

11Yancey, When Hell Froze Over, 29-30; Edds, Claiming the Dream, 21-
35 (Wilder quote on 33). 
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in the Virginia Senate. '!his would be Wilder's one chance because 

annexation by the city would soon cause the city to be too white for a 

black can:lidate to run. Wilder was one of the first ca.rrlidates to 

announce. 'Ihis was so that he could head off other black rivals. 'Ihe 

Republicans nominated fonrer Mayor Morrill Crc:Me while the Cem::crats did 

not nominate a carrlidate. Instead, the party chose to certify both 

Wilder arrl fonrer Lieutenant Governor Fred Pollard as acceptable 

carrlidates. 12 

When all of the votes were counted, Wilder was declared the 

winner. He carried 48 percent to Crc:Me's 31 percent arrl Pollard's 18 

percent. White turnout was l<:M' arrl black turnout was high. Wilder got 

about 15 :p:rrcent of the white vote. He was helped in getting the white 

vote by his stance in favor of annexation for the city. He argued that, 

in this manner, the city would have a larger tax base. He did say that 

this would :rrean there would need to be wards for the election of city 

council rre.mbers. He was aided by the fact that the election tcx::>k place 

before annexation brought in votes that he could not win. 13 

Wilder was helped in the white cammunity by~ young businessrren 

who wanted to see the .iJrage of Virginia charqe. 'Ihe ringleader of such 

efforts was 13ab Butcher. Another was financier lain O'Ferrall. Wilder 

did not run a ''black" carrpaign. Instead, he tried to reach out to all 

Richrnorrlers. He had an integrated carrpaign team with 13ab Butcher arrl 

12Baker, Hold Fast to Dreams, 71; Edds, Claiming the Dre.am, 35-36; 
Yancey When Hell Froze over, 31-35. 

13.yancey, When Hell Froze OVerL 31-35; Edds, Clairnir:q the Dream, 35-
36; B:lker, Hold Fast to Dreams, 72-/3, 
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Benny I.a:mbert as its chairs. 'Ih.is broad appeal wccld dlaracterize Wilder 

for years. Al though this was a victory for a black can:lidate, Wilder was 

not helped that much by the Richmorrl Crusade for Voters, an organization 

that workoo to rrobilize black voters. '!he rrost work they did was to 

claim victory. Wilder had to cover all of the Crusade's expenses. so, it 

was with this notley coalition of support that D:Jug Wilder headed to the 

V . . • Senate 14 irglllla • 

Friends were not that easy to corre by in the Senate. After all, 

these were mostly "gcxxl ale boys 11 and Wilder was black. In fact, Wilder 

was a black man who defeated their friend, Fred Pollard. He was able to 

make one friend, William Rawlings, a state Senator from Southampton 

County. As Wilder's desk:mate, Rawlings made sure that Wilder was at all 

the right meetings where key decisions were made. Rawlings also helped 

Wilder and the senate's conservative hierarchy avert a collision over 

committee assignrrents. Many of the 11gcxxl ole l:oys 11 wanted to get 

Wilder's seat on the Corporations, Insurance and Banking Connnittee. 

Rawlings convin::::e::1 Wilder to take a seat on the Privileges and Elections 

because he would be able to ensure hirrself a Senate seat, and could rise 

to chair this pcwerful committee. He assured the hierarchy that Wilder 

would only be junior ID2l1lber of the committee. In addition, Rawlings made 

sure that Wilder cast the right votes. CMing to their different 

constituencies, that sometimes rreant that they cast different votes. 15 

14Baker, Hold Fast to Dreams, 72-83; Edds, Claiming: the Dream, 35-36. 
15Foo.s, Cla~ the Dream, 36-37; Baker, Hold Fast to Dreams, 80-83; 

Yarcey, When Hel Froze over, 35-38. 
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one night Wilder arxi his wife atterx:led. an event at the Jahn 

Marshall. 'Ihe event, sponsored by the Virginia Food Dealers Assoc:iation, 

erded. with the singing of the state SOn;J, 11carr:y Me Back to Old 

Virginny. 11 Wilder left in silent protest. 'Ihe next day, he tcx:>k to the 

floor of the Senate to denounce the song arxi call for its repeal. 'Ibis 

caused people to see Wilder as a firebrarrl liberal. He got letters of 

protest from arourrl the world. In addition, he was criticized. by 

political ally Bab Butcher. According to Butcher, this was Wilder's 

first act, arxi should have been something different. 'Ibis incident did 

produce some hun:or. Mark Russell was in town for an event. He played. a 

parody of the state sorg that discussed Wilder's fight. Russell had 

thought that folks would stand when they heard the music. 'Ihe only one 

who stood was Wilder who knew in advance of Russell's plans. 16 

In addition to the state song, Wilder tcx:>k on several other issues 

in the 1970s. One was his fight against enacting tax exenpt.ions for 

discriminato:cy count:cy clubs. Wilder was successful in seeing that the 

16:saker, Hold Fast to Dreams, 84-86; Yancey, When Hell Froze over, 
35-38; ~las Iiirdenb 11Polib.cal Satirist 'l\mes in Vi.J;ginia, Wilder's 
Show c II Riciuoc>r.d Times- ~tch, 23 Jarruary 1986, Cl (M) ; 'Itiere are several 
ed.itions of the ma.Jar daily papers. I have iti:licated. the ed.ition 
with an initial a~irg after the wge mnnber(s) of the article cited.. 
For the Richmor.d Times-Dispatch, the city, or firial, ed.ition is denoted hv 
a "C". 'Ifie earlier editions are cited. as either the 111 star'' or 112 star"' 
ed.ition, just as they are on the microfilm. 'Ihe Richmorrl News leader 

lished -two ed.itions. 'Ihe early ed.ition was the capitol editie>riL _dfferioted 
a "C". 'Ihe later, or final edition was the metro edition, denocea bv an 
11 'Ihe w~ Post ~lished ~ ed.itions. In this thesis, I fiave 

used the ~tion, ir.dicated. by "OC." 'Ihe other ed.ition is the 
Virginia blue, denoted py "Va Blue" in the citation. 'Ihe Roanoke Times arrl 
World News had two editions that I used. one is the final editi~n(, 
in:licated. ,iiie an ''M." 'Ihe other was the New River Valley ed.ition, denocea 
:t;,y "NRV.11 New York Times also ~lished. Il}anY ed.itions. 'Ihe one is used 
is the local, or New York City, ed.itionl. denoted by an "L. 11 'Ihe other 
newspaper articles cited. appe.ai'Erl in singJ.e ed.ition publications. 
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exemptions were defeate::i. Another issue was the south's first fair 

housing law. He a:rrl fellow Senator Bill Fears helped guide the bill 

through the General Assembly. '!he bill was signed into law by Linwood 

Holton. A third issue was the Ma.rtin llrt:.her Kinq holiday bill that 

Wilder first introduced in 1975. It finally passed in 1984 as an 

addition to Lee-Jackson Day. 17 

By the late 1970s, Wilder was m:w~ up through the ranks. By 

1976, he was chairin:J the Senate Corranittee on Rehabilitation and Social 

Services. He also chairecl. the Senate Transp:)rtation Committee before 

chairin:J the Privileges and Elections Corranittee in 1984. He was a power 

in the black community. As early as 1970, when he differed with the 

Crusade for Voters over City Cotmcil elections in Richrnorrl, Wilder was 

establ~ his power in the black community. By the late 1970s, he was 

the IrOSt politically powerful black in Virginia. By the early 1980s, 

Wilder was ready to m:we on to sc::.Kte~ bigger. He just needed a spark 

to light that fire. 18 

D..rrin;3' the rise of Chuck Robb, in the early 1980s, Wilder was 

Robb's key power broker in relation to black concessions in the new 

administration. '!his was because Wilder had helped corwince black voters 

that Robb would be kirrl to black concerns. Furthennore, Wilder had 

helped Robb raise rroney to a::;ver his campaign debts in 1977. Also, 

Wilder had sided with the Robbites in 1980, when the state party went 

17Yancey, When Hell Froze Over, 35-38; Baker, Hold Fast to Dreams, 
89; Edds, Cla:i.m;in;J the Dream, 37-39. 

18iancey, When Hell Froze Over, 38-40; Baker, Hold Fast to Dreams, 
90-95; F.dds, Cla1Illl11g the Dream, 37-39. 
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through a nasty liberal-conservative fight. Within the Robb 

administration, anythir.g black had to be signed off on by Wilder. His 

rise in the Senat.e had caused. him to be a broker. Now, he was reaping 

the benefits of those years. 19 

For all the niceness between Robb and. Wilder up to 1981, there was 

one fault line. Rabb had supported Senator Han:y Byrd, Jr. 's 1979 

submission of a list of ten whit.e men for federal judgeships. '!he 

stat.e's black canununity supported James Sheffield, a black jurist who 

later withdrew his candidacy after tax problems surfaced. Robb only came 

on board when he suggested Hem:y Marsh for a judgeship. Marsh declined. 

Wilder did point out that Robb could have done m:,re. For this reason, 

Wilder arxi some of his cohorts ducked Robb's campaign kickoff. Wilder 

did come on board at the time of Robb's nomination, but a tiny fault 

line already existed. 20 

OJring the Robb administration, Wilder came un::ler fire for the 

1982 General Assembly session. 'Ihe main volleys were from radical black 

activists like Sa'ad El-Amin who said Wilder should have done m:>re to 

get the Kin:J holiday bill passed. '!hat bill had failed during the 

session. 'Ihe pressure was on Wilder in the black canununity. What 

happened next may or may not have been the result of that pressure. 21 

'Ihe next step put Wilder on the statewide stage. Wilder was 

unhappy with the party hierarchy's nominee for the U.S. Senat.e in 1982, 

118. 
19Yancey, When Hell Froze over, 40; Baker, Hold Fast to Dreams, 117-

2°Baker, Hold Fast to Dreams, 118-119. 
21Yancey, When Hell Froze over, 40. 

15 



OWen Pickett. Wilder had been at the secret meetin;s where Pickett's 

name was tossed about, arrl had never voiced any concerns. His concerns 

came after Pickett wrapperl him.self in the good nane of Hany Byrd. 

Wilder threatene1 to nm as an i.rxieperxient if Pickett were the party's 

nominee. 'lhis brought about a starxioff that lasted for several months. 

Pickett backed down arrl Wilder was seen as a rising power in Vizginia 

politics. 22 

One incident during the Pickett episooe showed. how far Vizginia 

had to go. Al Smith, a conservative Democrat arrl Robb crony who was 

never comfortable with integration, wanted to meet with Wilder arrl see 

what could be worked out. When they left out from the capitol, Wilder 

was driving. He suggested that they eat at the all-white Cormoonwealth 

Club. Smith declined, saying that "I'm not going to sperxi the rest of rrrt 

life apolCXJizing to rrrt frier:ds for carrying you in there." 'lhe next few 

days were an uproar. Smith felt he was set up. Wilder said the incident 

proved that Vil:ginia had not changed. Sa'ad El-Amin still took the 

opporb.mity to criticize Wilder for working on noniniportant issues. 23 

With the resulting prestige from the Pickett affair, Wilder lex>ked 

to exparxi to the state level. One of his first actions was to take aim 

at Macy SUe Teny, who was bei.rg touted as the next Attorney General. As 

was often the case with Wilder, he could not accept sc:m:!One stealing the 

spotlight. So, even though he had no intentions of n.mninJ for Attorney 

22Baker Hold Fast to Drearrs, 126-137; Yanr::ey, When Hell Froze over, 
40-42. I 

23Baker, Hold Fast to Drearrs, 138-142. 
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General, Wilder made life hard for Mary sue Terry's dnmk dri vinJ 

initiatives in the Robb Mninistration. All this was done for no nore 

than personal spite. In addition, there was the speculation about which 

office Wilder would seek. In one scenario, he was goinJ to run against 

Senator John Warn.er in 1984. 24 

By late 1983, Wilder was think.in:J aoout the Lieutenant 

Governorship. He knew that time was tickin:J away. Delegate Dick Bagley 

was lookir.g at running for Governor, but was seen as possibly wanting to 

step down an:i run for Lieutenant Governor. Mary sue was being asked to 

step up. Neither happened, but Wilder knew he had to act. He began 

cliscussinJ thin;Js with frieoos arrl supporters. But, he did not 

i.mrrecliately brinJ in a bunch of consultants. Wilder was too frugal for 

that. What he did do was to get together a group of ten people who would 

seIVe as a brai.nstrust. By SUitUter, 1984, Wilder was ready to roll. 25 

On July 3, 1984, Wilder fot:nally entered the race for Lieutenant 

Governor. '!his was done in Richnorrl in the Old Senate Olamber. 'Ibis 

place was also symbolic for it contained a portrait of Harry Byrd, Sr. 

that peered down on the roan' s lectern. Wilder did not bring up race. He 

walked an:i talked like an Old Virginian. 'Ihe :room was picked for its 

symbolism. 'Ihe day was picked because it was a slc,.., Ile'wS day. 26 

Durin;J late 1984, Wilder got his circle together in 

Fredericksburg. 'Ihese folks peppered Wilder with questions about the 

24Ib"d 1 ., 151-152. 
25Ib"d 1 ., 155-159. 
26Baker, Hold Fast to Dreams, 159; Yancey, When Hell Froze over, 435. 
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race and him. But, m:st offered support. Robb's people were not at this 

meeting. At the same time, it was decided by Wilder to bring on Paul 

Goldman to manage his campaign. Goldman was not expensive, am he was an 

outstarxiirg strategist. 27 

Not everyone was supportive of Wilder. 'Ihe party regulars 

scrambled to tJ:.y and fini an alternative. Robb's press secretary pointed 

out that blacks could not win in Virginia. '!his fanned rrore flam:s 

between Wilder and Robb. Many people were wanting Dick Bagley to run 

against Wilder. 'Ihese people feared that Wilder would cause the entire 

ticket to lose in the general election, especially in the wake of the 

Dem:x::rats' lackluster showing in the 1984 elections, where Presidential 

can:tidate Walter Mornale and United states senate can:lidate Edythe 

Harrison had been trounced by their Republican opponents. 28 

But, Wilder won the nomination and the election. 'Ihe election 

hinged on several factors. First, Wilder went on a tour of the state. He 

began in the <X>alfields. '!his tour generated excellent press, and was 

low on overhead expenses. While on the tour, he picked up the 

errlorsenent of House Speaker A. L. Rrilpott, an old conservative from 

the Sruthside. '!his errlorsement opened the floodgates for Main Street 

Dem:x::rats to SllfP)rt Wilder with their votes and their rroney. Finally, 

Wilder, notoriously cheap, ran an inexpensive campaign. '!his allowed him 

to save up for an extensive ad campaign in the election's closing weeks. 

27Baker, Hold Fast to Dreams, 163-164. 
28Baker, Hold Fast to Dreams, 173-17 4; Yancey, When Hell Froze Oller, 

100-115. 
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One ad, considered the best, featured Kenbridge Town Policeman Jae Alder 

telling why law enforcement was beh.in::i Wilder. '!he tour, :Ebilpott' s 

errlorsenEit am the ad ca:rrpaign put Wilder over the top, 52 percent to 

48 percent. In telling fellow mtlonist Scott Reynolds of the victory, 

Virginia AFirCIO activist J:anny I.eBlanc simply said, "Brother, Virginia 

has just walked into the twentieth century. 1129 

29Yancey, When Hell Froze over, 186-369 (I.eBlanc quote on 363). 
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Oiapter 2-settl.irg Into Office 

Nonna.lly, winnin:J a Ll.eutenant Governor's race does not raise many 

eyebrows. such was not the case in 1985 after Virginia elected rx,ug 

Wilder. History had been made arrl everyone knew it. Wilder him.self put 

t:hin:;s into perspective as he lookecl across the crov.d in a roam in which 

he had workecl in college when he waited. tables at the John Marshall 

Hotel. He had once said, "Like Ralph Ellison's character, I was 

invisible." He told his supporters on election night, "I used to listen 

to p::,litical speeches as I would wait tables on this floor. tittle did I 

realize then I would one day be your Lieutenant Governor. 111 

Irrleed, many in the press arrl public were looking for Wilder to 

put his win into perspective. How he did so would be of prime 1.IrlfX)rtance 

as it would be the first impression that many would have of him arrl the 

first impression that all Virginians would have of their new Lieutenant 

Governor. Wilder described his victory by saying that he won based 

simply on qualifications. That is, he was IOC>re qualified than his 

opponent, John Chichester, to be a heartbeat away from the Governorship 

of the Old Com.inion. Publicly, Wilder claimed that race did not affect 

his carnpa.ign at all. In fact he said he was able to do.vnplay race 

because "I'm not a threat to anyone." Irrleed, Wilder rroved beyorrl being 

simply a "black p::,litician." He added that his honesty arrl _:perseveranc::e 

should be sarrething for other blacks to look to, arrl in his victory, 

111A Black Victory in the Old D:aninion, 11 Newsweek, 18 November 1985, 
46 (invisible quote); Michael Hardy, "Upset Wrnner Wilder 'Prolld to Be 
Vµ:ginian,'" Ric.hnorrl Tirres-Dispatcli, 6 ~ovember 1985, Al, AB(C) (Wilder 
election night quote) • 
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blacks could fim ways to overo::ma adversity. 'lhus, Wilder was saying 

that blacks should look to themselves for inprovement. In that same 

vein, Wilder said that he proved that anyone of any backgrourxi could 

rise to greatness. Moreover, for Wilder, the election showed that 

Virginia could progress. 2 

For all of his work, Wilder drew same praise, as did the 

canrnonwealth of Virginia. 'Ihe Richroc>rrl Tines-Dispatch praised Wilder for 

winning "the old-fashioned way." 'lhe paper's editors pointed out that he 

did this on his own. For Wilder, nothing could have been better. 'Ibis 

editorial fit right in with the things he was saying publicly about his 

win being based on self-sufficiency. 3 

But, Wilder did not do it alone. '!here were some voters involved. 

Arrl. for them, the Washington Post had praise. '!hey felt that Wilder's 

victory sarn,ahow atoned for the past sins of the state, arrl that such 

atonement IOOVed Virginia forward. SI:ecifically, the Post editors claim:d 

that the 1985 elections "lifted a political curse dating back to the 

days of Massive Resistance. 11 Wilder avoided this line of reasoning in 

2112 Maybe 3 to Seek Wilder's Senate Seat " Richroc>rrl Afro-American 
arrl Ridnoorrl -Planet, 16 November 1985, 1 (Wilder quote); Tyler Whitley, 
Arrlrew Petko:f@fy arrl Jane Dierkes Wald:ronl ''Wilder, Ms. Ter:ry Say '!hey 
Were Electe:i Based on ~ifications," Ridnrorrl News leader, , November 
1985, 19 (M) ; D:>rothy Gilliam, 1'V4.'ginia' s latest SUrpr~l " W:~n 
Post, 7 November 1985.l B3 (OC~nala P. Baker!. ''Roots of Wilder Vi cy: 
Top Virginia Black Ofr:icial ls Climb Up " w~n Post, 7 November 
19'85, A20(0C); ''Wilder's Inauguration Marks New Diy in ~rma., 11 Ricbmorrl 
Afro-American arrl Richroc>rrl PTanet, 25 Januai:y 198""6, l; Mic.hae.J.. liardy an:i 
J9S¢iii Gat1.ns •'Wilder sa~ His Victory is Godwin's 'last Hurrah '" 

• I # I f 

Richfnorrl T~-Dispatch, 7 ovember 1985, Bll(C). 
311Election Postscript, 11 Ridnrorrl Times-Dispatch, 8 November 1985, 

Al4(C). 
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his o.vn statem:mts. 4 

By the numbers, Wilder's victory was quite impressive. Virginia's 

voters, in 1985, were 85 :i;:ercent white. Moreover, 75 percent of Wilder's 

support was white. 'Iha.tis, three out of every four votes cast for 

Wilder was cast by a white han::l in a state that once would not even 

allaw blacks to vote. In tenn.s of the entire electorate, Wilder got over 

44 percent of the white vote. 'lhe only reason that the race was closer 

than expected was that sorre people had lied to :pc,llsters an:i sorre 

:pc,llsters had overestirrated black turnout. 'Ibat did make the race close. 

It was not until late on election night that Virginians could be assured 

of makirq history. 'lhus, folks were relieved when Wilder won, though his 

supporters were not surprised. Even that being the case, Wilder would 

still not blarre racial attitud.es for his vote totals being less than 

those of his ticketmates. 5 

For all the theories arrl public relations, ha,.;ever, there were 

soma concrete reasons that Coug Wilder won in 1985. One factor was the 

immense popularity of outgoin;J Governor Chuck Robb which helped all 

Virginia Denncrats arrl caused sorre to label Robb "an architect of 

November's Denncratic SWeep." On the eve of the election, Robb's 

4"Virginia '85: 'lhe SWeep,11 Washington Post, 7 November 1985, 
A24(0CJ. 

Corothy Gilliam_., ''V.µ:ginia's latest /3U]:prise," B3 fOC); Barry 
SUssman "Hidden RaciaL Atti tildes Distorted Virginia Polls, ' Wash~n 
Post ( 28 November 1985, VAl (Va Blue) ; Mark Shields' "A Virginia Vi ~II 
wasliingtQn Post, 11 November 19851 A23 (OC); Cona.id P. Baker, "Roots of 
Wilder Victory" A20(0C) • Bonme Newman-stanley "SUpporters Were 
'R::>sitive' ~Wilder~ Before the B3.llots Were Counted," Richrnon:l 
Ner,..,s leader, 6 November 198"51 7 (M) ; Michael Williams, "Byrd Era 7 s Grip 
Broken, Denncrats Exult, 11 Ricrnrorid Ner,..,s leader, 6 November 1985, AB ( C} • 
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popularity was sky-high. One poll showed that al.nDst 70 percent of 

Virginians rated the Governor as excellent or gocx:l, arrl only 2 percent 

saw him poorly. 'Ihe popularity of the Robb administration caused voters 

to be rontent. 'lhus, the roattail effect was alive arrl well on November 

5, 1985. In 1985, people were actually voting for someone. '!hose folks 

were voting for the centrist message of a ticket that seemed to be 

IIDlded in the image of Chuck Robb. Even Paul Goldman, Wilder's chief 

ronsultant, pointed out that Robb helped to create a positive atmosphere 

for Democrats. 6 

For as much as Robb did, there was also much credit to be given to 

Wilder's campaign arrl the fact that Wilder was on a strong ticket. [bug 

Wilder attributed his victory IIDstly to a well-financed ad blitz arrl a 

tour of the state that originated in the mini of Paul Goldman. It was on 

the tour that the campaign's ~ point, the Rrilpott breakfast, 

occurred. Wilder was not keen on the tour at first arrl had to be 

convinced of its usefulness. Wilder carried the traditional three 

rorners that Democrats need to win: the coalfields, tidewater arrl 

northern Virginia. He did so by running a positive caxrpaign that 

appealed to Virginia's future ani that did not dwell on Virginia's past. 

6virginia Ccmunonwealth University, Ccmunonwealth Poll November 1985, 
Institute for Research in Social Science, Univers1Wc of North carolina, 
~ Hill Data Archival studv Number NNSP-NE- 01; Michael Barone 
"Good-News Elections: Pec?Ple Are trot~· for leadership arrl Achieveoont 1_ l, 
w~ Post, 7 Novemoer 1985, A24 ) ; ''Wilder's Ina~tion Mar.KS 
Newbayin Virginia," Ridnoorrl Afro-: ican arrl Ridmcirl Planet, 25 
J~ 1986 r (architect ~) ; 11'lhe Democratic Deluge," IQ..clim::ni 
Times-Di~t:ch, 6 November ~ Al4(C); 03.le Eisman, 11Denmats saw 
change, says," Richmrrl Times-Dispatch, 10 November 1985, Bl, BlO(C). 
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'!he Rep.lblicans had been mired in Virginia's past.7 

Arrl, Wilder stayed on strategy. '!he ad blitz accounted for 80 

percent of Wilder's canpaign expenses, am allowed Wilder to get his 

message out better. Another reason Wilder won is that he was able to 

escape his liberal record in the Virginia Senate. I..an.:y Saba.to was right 

that a black liberal could not win in Virginia. '!he trouble with 

Sabato's analysis was that Wilder was not attacked by the Republicans 

for his liberal record. One way Wilder did this was to avoid black 

issues that would re:mirrl the public of his color. In other words, 

1'Wilder ... ran as a qualified carrlidate who happened to be black." His ad 

blitz featured Wilder as a tough on crime mcx:lerate. 'Ihe highlight was an 

ad that featured Southside cop Joe Alder telling" why law enforcement 

supports I:bug Wilder. 'Ihe ad actually made Alder a celebrity. A final 

point, aa::ord.irg to Paul Goldman, was that Virginia had progressed to a 

point where nost folks 'WOUld judge people based on their merit. '!his, 

said Goldman, CXJUl.d be attributed to shows like 11Benson 11 am "'Ihe Cosby 

Show'1 that helped to soothe race relations. 8 

7Michael Haniv arrl J05eiil Gatins, ''Wilder Sa His Victo is 
Godwin's 'last Hurrah " B11 ~b · cale Eisman 110enocra~ Saw 01.an::re r:;/ Bl 
BlO(C); Michael Hardv: ''Wil ~s Manager Reiished Predictions," llichrnorrl 
Times-Dispatch, 10 N'"ovember 1985, Al, A16{C); 

811'1he Dem::cratic Deluge II A14 (C) • quy Fridell 11Sabato Shouldn't F.at 
'Ihat Crow Alone in the Aftenhow of Wilder's Win 11' Richmorrl Ner,..,s Leader, 
17 November 1985, 17(Ml; Ricfiard Viguerie 6 "'lhe Republicans Have to be a 
Real ~it.ion P¥tY,' W~n Post, 1 November 1985, D8(0C); Shelley 
Rolfe, ''!he Rewards of T.ra~Riclmi:irrl Times-Di~;tch, 9 November 1985, 
Bl(C) • 112 Maybe 3 To Seek Wilder's Senate Sea II l; OV'erton McG1ee 
''Wilder Ad 'star' Has Kenbridqe Talkim, II Richmorrl Times-D~ 18 
November 1985 A1-A2(C); Tunn :Nonnent. trvi:rgnna's Lieutenant en10r: 
state Senator' is First Bl'"irck. to Win State-Wide Elect.ion," ~, April 
1986, 67; Jim Castelli, ''Moderate Victories: New Faces in-----virgim!l.., 11 

camronwea.1, 29 November 1985, 662-3 {qualified quote); cale Eisman, ·.1ne 
'Co§t>y 'Iheo:ry' Given Credit for Wilder Victory, 11 filchmorrl Times-Dispatch, 
26 January 1~86, F4(C). 

24 



'Ihe finctl public facet of the 1985 Wilder campaign was the 

stat.enent the canpa.ign made about Virginia politics. Black camnentators 

such as F.ddie William.s arrl Julian Borrl pointed out that this election 

showed that black carrlidates could win. Borrl added that the real factor 

was that Wilder could raise the rroney needed to run statewide. In 

Virginia, the Wilder victory confinned the notion that the Old r:ominion 

was no lorxJer in the clutches of the Byrd Machine. 'Ihe Richmond Afro

.American pointed out that blacks were split as to whether the victory 

would improve race relations. 9 

'Ihe big i."Iplic.ation for Wilder involved the focus on Robb and 

1989. Many were tryi.n:, to say that 1985 was proof that Robb's 

conservative approach was nee::ie:i for victory. To this end, :rrany 

observers pushed. for Mary Sue Terry to be the party's starrlard bearer in 

the next gubernatorial election, and were toutirxJ Robb as a solution to 

the national party's Presidential losi.n:, streak. 'Ihis was not the case 

accordin:J to Paul Goldman, who suggested that the m:xlerate-conser:vative 

rrold was not the errl-all to winnirxJ in Virginia or the nation. Goldman's 

stat.enents drew the ire of the Richmond News leader, whidl worrlered if 

Goldman was calli.n;J for a national liberal ticket in 1988. What the 1985 

race also did was to begin to pit Wilder and Terry against one another 

for the 1989 gubernatorial nomination. 'Ihe race was on and Wilder would 

9•'Historic Da. in Richm:::>rrl," Richmooo Afro-American arrl Ridnrorrl 
Planet, 9 November r985, 1; Gloria Hawkins, 11Borrl Hcpes Wilder's Wm Will 
Open Ix:ors II Ridnrond Times-Di~tc.h, 8 December 1985, B7 (C) ; Michael 
Williams 1lByt_tl Era's Grip Broken I A8(C); "Satisfaction Follows Wilder's 
Win," Richrrord Afro-American and 'Richmon:l Planet, 16 November 1985, 9. 
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have to be on his best to be the nominee. 10 

'!he race began when Wilder, early on, started to take swipes at 

Cluck Robb. '!he day after the election, all ~ looked calm. 'Ihe 

press painted Robb arrl Wilder as frierx3s, even pointing out that, as 

Governor, Robb had consulted with Wilder over the issue of patronage. 

over the next couple of wee.ks, however, that charqed. Wilder decided, 

even before he was inaugurated, to begin positioning himself for the 

1989 Governor's race. '!he first strike was a missive fired by Wilder's 

chief consultant in the 1985 race, Paul Goldman. He claimed that Robb 

was trying to take too much credit for Wilder's victory. He said he was 

speakin:J out because the media made it appear that Robb ran the entire 

campaign, arrl was trying to use the Virginia victories to bolster Robb's 

ambitions for national office. Goldman pointed out that Robb was against 

the tour arrl the use of Wilder's war record. He said that Robb did 

nothing to help with fundraising arrl only appeared for Wilder late in 

the campaign. Goldman added that real credit was deserved by "A. L. 

Ihilpott, 10 fellow State Senators of Wilder arrl Gov. -Elect Gerald 

Baliles, all of who gave support to Wilder at a time when it might have 

harmed them politically• II 11 

Amazingly, the first word out of the Robb camp seemed to agree 

1011E1ection ~ipt, 11 A14 (C) ; Dale Eisman, "Dem:x:::rats Saw Cllargec" 
Bl, B10(C}; Tan Sherwood am Molly Moore, ''Mal:v SUe ~: 'Ihe Next Big 
step: Vicl:ory Puts Her in Place 'to :Run in 19a9 11 w~ Post, Dl, 
D4 (IX!) f "Goldman's Merl.el," Richioc>n:i News leader, 22 Noij1985, 14 (M) • 

111Wilder: Powerful Legislator Wins Second.~," ~Post 
6 November 19851 A16(0C); rale Eisnmlr !'Wilder Advisor F~' Aid 
outdid Robb's,' Richrro:nd Tlll¥:!S-Di~'CC.ll., 18 November 1985, Al, AJ(C); 
"Credit others, Wilder Aide Says, 11 Riclmrind. News leader, 18 November 1985, 
16(M) (Goldman quote). 
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with Goldman. Robb's press secretary George stoddart said that Robb 

agreed. with the assessment that he ma.y have been overcredited. Further, 

Stoddart said, "Senator Wilder desei::ves the credit." 'Ihat tune c.han:;Jed. 

'Ihe next day, Robb said that he was not goirg after excessive credit. 

Robb did take Baliles and Terry to shav, them off at Derocx:::ratic National 

Cormnittee events and Dem::x::ratic I.sadership Council events. Wilder 

declined to go. Goldman told the press that Wilder was on vacation. 

COnald Baker pointed out that this represented Wilder positioning 

himself vis-a-vis Robb and Mary sue Terry for 1989. 12 

As for his plans for the next few years, Wilder was quite nn.nn. He 

vaguely said that he would be active in public policy areas, especially 

education am transportation. He did add that he would have to be ''more 

frugal am IOC>re spartan" since the job charY;Je would cause him to take a 

pay cut.13 

'Ihe job also ireant another thinJ. Wilder would no larger be a 

state Senator. Before resigninJ fran the Senate, Wilder waited tmtil the 

election was certified by the Comroc>nwealth. In the final tally, Wilder 

got 685,329 votes, or 51.8 percent, while Chichester got 636,695 votes, 

or 48.2 percent. Wilder resigned from the Senate on November 25, 1995. 

Governor Robb called for a special election to fill the seat. 'Ihat 

12Dale Eisman ''Wilder Feels others' Aid outdid Robb's II Al, A3 (C): 
"credit others, wiider Aide Says 11 16(M} (Stcddart guote); Peter Hardin, 
"Robb Takes Tales of Win to D.C. J~Jticliloorrl News I.sader, 19 November 1985i 
22 (M) ; D:>nald P. Baker, ''Wilder ::>JO.ps Trip with Robb, 11 Washington Post, 2 
Noveinber 1985, VAl(Va Blue). 

13LYJ1Il Nonnent ''Vµginia' s Lieutenant Governor " 72; Katherine 
Cales, ''Wilder AqlCM With: Attention on Tradition-~ Victory," 
Richmorrl News leader, 26 December 1985, 25-26(M) (Wilder quote). 
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election was set for D:lcernbe.r 17, 1985. 14 

'Ihe _political players rroved in to take over the Wilder seat. Right 

after the election, Delegate Benny 1arnbert announced that he would get 

in the race. He said that he was doin:J so with the support of lx>\Jg 

Wilder, Omck Robb arrl Ed. Willey. His main opponent was Cluck 

Richardson, a Richm::::>rrl City Councilman.'Ihere were two minor carrlidates: 

William Golding, a J;X>litical gadfly, arrl Audrey jaCObs, a Richm::::>nd 

attorney arrl part-tirre Republic.an. From the start, the establishment was 

behind I.i:llnbert. 'Ihe Richm::::>nd Derocx:rats tailor-made the nomination fight 

for Larnbert. First, they made the deadline for filir"KJ for the nomination 

one day after the special election was declared. 'Ihen, city registrar 

Alice Lynch played her part by raisir-KJ questions about Richardson's 

carrlidacy, thus keepir"KJ him from filir-KJ by the deadline. Richardson had 

to run as an in:lepend.ent. Wilder arrl Mary Sue Terry also played the part 

of "good Cerrocrat" by jtm1pin:J on the stop-Omck barrlwagon arrl errlorsin:J 

I.arnbert. Wilder told voters to supp:irt Larnbert in a big way so that 

challengers would be deterred from running for the seat in 1987. 'Ihis, 

of course, was rreant to stop Cluck Richardson, who was not part of the 

clique. Of course, Lambert prevailed in the errl. Wilder stayed out of 

the race to fill Lambert's House seat, which was won by attorney Jean 

14rale Eisman, "IEtocrats' Victories Certified," Richm::::>rrl Tbres
Dispatch, 26 November 1985, Bl, B4(C). 
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cunningham. 15 

In addition to solidifying his hold in Richmon:l politics, Wilder 

had to get a staff together. His ma.jar aide was Joel Harris. Originally, 

Harris was a Republican. He had fought Ric.hm:n:l Mayor Hem:y Marsh in the 

1970s as a coordinator of Teams for Progress. In addition, he had worked 

on Stan Farris's ill-fated 1985 gubernatorial canpaign an:l was an 

organizer of Republicans for Baliles. Harris turned down a position with 

Baliles to work for Wilder. Harris would be Wilder's chief aide. In 

addition to Harris, Wilder named two administrative assistants, Judith 

Amerson an:l San:lra Williams. 16 

Without a doubt, it was lltlpOrtant for Wilder to get a staff in 

place because work was piling up. After his win, Wilder received 

enonwus aroounts of mail. His average haul was 100 pieces per day. 

Wilder got all kin:1s of political an:l financial requests as well as 

letters from children who sinply wanted an autograph. 'Ihe mail explosion 

was so great that Wilder's office had to ask for additional roc>ney. In 

all, Wilder requested an:l obtained over $150,000 in additional state 

15Je;rry TUrner, "Qualifications called Key to Wilder's WiE~ 11 Richmon:l 
Afro-American arrl Richmon:l Planet, 16 November 1985, 1, 5; 11.tUection for 
Senate Seat is '.l\iesday Dec. 17, " Richmon:l Afro-American an:l Richmon:l 
Planet, 14 December 19is', 1, 5; Tan ~1 arrl Dale El.SIDan, ''Wilder, Ms. 
Tercy Join Fight to Boost I.ambert' s id, 11 Ric.hm:n:l Times-Di~ 11 
December 1985, Bl, B4 (C) ; "Carrlidates Already LininCJ Up for 's 
Seat," Richroc>n:l Afro-American an:l Richmon:l Planet, 23 N'oveinber 1985, 1, 5. 

1°oale Eisman, "Ex-GOP Operative to Advise Wilder.," Richmon:l Times
Di~tch{i 18 December 1985, CB(C); Bill Wasson, "Harris Is Nane:1 Wilder 
Advisor, ' Richmon:l News Isader, 18 December 1985, 15 (M) . 
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:fun:ls. 17 

A well-knor.vn rule in politics is that one also has unofficial 

advisors. Doug Wilder was no different. One unofficial advisor was Paul 

Goldman, the dlief strategist for Wilder's campaign. '!he other was Jay 

Shropshire, a Senate clerk, who caine to tCMil with A. L. :Rlilpott. 'Ihe 

three were not prone to getting aloncJ, though Goldman ani Harris did 

sometimes. But, Wilder liked it that way because such a situation 

allowed him to maintain full control. 18 

Wilder also had to use his p::>Sition to institutionalize his 

victo:ry. One way he did that was to establish the Urrlerdcg Fund. 'Ibis 

PAC was formed in early Cecember, 1985. The original intent of the fund 

was to provide expertise to caniidates across the count:ry in state 

elections that were seen as being urrlerdcgs. 'Ihe fund would only provide 

consulting, not :rocmey. '!he caniidates would be of all races, not just 

black caniidates. Robb had tried something similar, but had long since 

abarrloned the idea. '!he Urrlerdcg Fund's initial assets were to came frcan 

a $75,000 surplus left over from the Wilder campaign. Wilder would also 

17An:lrew Petkof~, ''Wilder Mulation Still Has staff Buried in 
Mail, " Richrnorrl News Leader, 25 Februcµ:y 1986" 1., 9 (M) ; ''Wilder's Mail: 
Praise arrl Pleas," Richnciii Afro-American am Richmooo Planet, 1 March 
19861 1, 5; Joel Harris to David McCloud, 22 January 1986, 11Ccinm:mweal.th 
of Virginia, Office of the Lieutenant Governor, General Co~ence ani 
SUbject Fil~r _1976-1989," Archives Branch, Library of Vil:gima, Richrnorrl 
(cited herearcer as ''Wilder Papers"). 

18Baker, Wilder: Hold Fast to Dreams, 268-269. 
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raise rroney for the furrl through special events. 19 

One such event took place prior to Wilder's inauguration. Held at 

Old City Hall in Richm::>n:i, the event was a $250/person gatherinq to 

c::amrrem:::)rate Wilder's~ Lieutenant Governor. '!his event was 

coupled with a "Midnight Breakfast" on the sane eveninq that cost 

$25/person. 'lhe dinners raised aroun::i $75,000 for the furrl. He was able 

to get some heavy hitters to cough up big :rroney, such as a $5000 

contribution fran Coors. Smaller contributions included one from a staff 

member at Virginia state University, Pansy Jackson, who was in the 

process of writin:;J a book on Wilder's life. Jackson sent Wilder $50 in 

pennies. 20 

As 1986 unfolded, so did the true meaning of the Underdog F\l.rrl. In 

one sense, the furrl se:rved as a slush furrl to pay Paul Goldman. An 

exarrple of this was a $2000 check that was cut to Goldman on April 14, 

1986. By August, Wilder had doled out over $4000 to Goldman, an:i the 

:furrl still had no carxtidates. Wilder had paid for consultinq, but there 

was no one to give consultation to. By August, the furrl had about 

19D:mald P. Baker, ''Wilder Sets Up Furrl to Advise Political 
Urrlerdoqs 11 ~efLPost, 3 µecember 1.985, f=l., C6(0C); "'Ihe Urrlerdog 
Furrl Set bn One Who Was, " Richm::>rrl Times-Dispatch, :3 December 1985, 
Bl(C); ''Wifder to Help Iorg$ots, 11 Faeer D:!m:x::rat, Al5; Bill Wasson, 
''Wilder Tribute Dinner Is Ngt:hing less lavish, 11 Richm::>n:i News leader, 
1, 6 (M) ; ''Wilder campaign Has SUrplus of $75,000," Richncii:1 News leader, 
10 December 1985, 15{M). 

2°.Monte Young, "Tribute to Wilder Is Slated Here Jan. 10 " Richm::>rrl 
Times-Dispa~ Tiecember 1985, Bl, B3 (C); Bill Wasson, ''Wilder Tri.bite 
Dinner Is N less 'Ihan Lavish," 1 6 (M) ; 11$250-A-Person Event Fattens 
1urx:1erc103 F\Jn:i, 11 Richm::>m Times-o{wtthru. 11. January 19?6, A6 cc;> ; 
Urrlerdog F\Jn:i, 11caanoriwealth of Virg1IU.a. ections ani Administrative 
Se?:vices. ~gn ~ Accounts. 1986. FEPA Cormn.ittee Reports," 
Lib~ of Virginia, Ridlm::m:l, Box 6; Pansy Jackson to L. Douglas vlilder, 
2 July 1986, "Wilder Papers, 11 Box 11. 
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$45,000. Wilder had raised $117,000, arrl had spent $72,000 on thirgs 

such as caterirg am the consultin;J expenses of Goldman, Chuck Nicholson 

am Joel Harris. Goldman assured the press that Wilder was only waitirg 

for electoral fields to be set across the country, arrl that the U:r.rlerdog 

Fund would be provid.i.nq only expertise. 21 

What a difference two nnnths can make, for it was in October that 

Wilder radically altered the expressed intent of the U:r.rlerdog Fund. He 

announced, in early October, that the furrl would :nc:,w concentrate on 

candidates for the 1987 Virginia General Assembly session. NCIYI the furrl. 

was becoinir)3' what many thought it was interrled to be, a :EXJlitical ann to 

further IX>ug Wilder's gubernatorial ambitions in 1989. At this point, 

Wilder also appointed a group of persons to oversee the fun::1.. 'Ihose 

persons included Richrno:r.rl lawyer Jackie Epps, State Party chair I.any 

Franune, Dem:lcratic :EXJlitico Bob Crouch, arrl political scientist Calvin 

Miller. Only time would tell hCJw' thinJs would sort out before the 1987 

elections. 22 

As mentioned., nost of the nnney for the U:r.rlerdog F'Un:i carre from 

the activities surroun::lin:J Wilder's inauguration. 'Ihe inauguration 

21U:r.rlerdog Fund, "Carrm:mwealth of ViI:ginia. Elections a:r.rl 
~ti"{e Services. ~ign ~ Acx::ounts. 1986. FEPA Committee 
BePc,rts, Librru:y of V1.J;:g1n.1a, Ri.chrno:r.rl, Box 6; Urrlerdog Furrl, 
"Cor:tmonweal th of Virginia. Elections arrl Admi..riistrative Services. ~ign 
~ Acx::ounts. 1987. FEPA Committee Rep:>rts," Lib~ of Vi.J;:ginia 
Richm:,:r.rl, Box 3; Tvler Whitley, ''U:r.rlerd.QCJ Furrl still Awaits a Ca:r.rlidate, I, 
Richrno:r.rl News I.eacfer, 4 ~~ 1986, 1 (M) ; on the ~ accounts, saIV:? 
of the 100ney paid to Goldman awears as ~ to National Consultirg 
Group. N03 anJ. Goldman shared the same a as Wilder's law office, 
2509 Fast Broad street in Richrro:r.rl. 

22Joseoo Gatins, ''Wilder Fund Will Focus on Virginia," Richrno:r.rl 
Times-Di~€ch, 6 October 1986, Al, AB(C); "City lawyer Heads Furi.rWIIcler 
Set Up, 11 chriorrl News Leader, 9 October 1986, 9 (M) . 
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itself took place on January 11, 1986 in Richm:,n:1. Wilder said witty 

things like, ''Virginia has chanJed m:ire than scme Virginians think," or, 

"I.Baders are always behind the people. History is bein;J thrust upon us." 

'Ihere were m:ire than 10,000 onlookers when Wilder was sworn in by state 

SUpreme Court Justice A. Orristian Campton. 'Ihe inaugural parade came 

first, hcr..;ever, an:1 its theme was reccgnition of the harrlicapped. 'Ihough 

Wilder did not have a platform speech durin;J the actual ceremony, he was 

in the heart an:1 mind of incorninJ Governor Gerald Baliles, who said 

Wilder's election move:1 the Cornm:mwealth tCMards "further liberty. 1123 

But, all was not well duri.n;J inauguration weekend. On the very day 

of Wilder's inauguration, it was learne:1 that he would be served a 

surrnnons for ''violatin;J the state building axle" in relation to a house 

he owned in the Omrch Hill section of the city. People said that the 

house was kept in shoddy cordition, and a magnet for bum.sand rodents. 

'Ihe house was an issue that had surfaced in the 1985 race. People had 

complained about the house, but a grand jury had dropJ?€d action after 

Wilder assured the court that the house was in the process of bein;J 

repaired. Wilder would have to ~ in court on January 28, 1986. 'Ihe 

complaint clairred that Wilder had halted repairs after the grand jury 

230larles Cox, "History Was On a lot of Virginians' Mirrls," Richmond 
Times-Di~tch, 12 January 19~6, Al,. A12 (CJ (yJ1lder qqotes) i, "Ba.Iilesi 
Wilder, • Terry to Be SWorn mat Midday, Richmond Tiloos-bi~tch, 1 
January 1986, Al(C); Cele Eisman,. "Baliles, Wilder, Ms. Terry rn in, 
Say State 'Lead~ the Nation Again': 'Ihree look Forward in Hope, Baliles 
Says, 11 Ridmond T1111e.S-Dispatch, Al, A13 (C) (Baliles quote). 
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backed off its complaints. 24 

'Ibis latest complaint cane from D:Jnald Reid, who first complained 

in mid-November, 1985. 'Ihe secorrl tine Reid complained. was on Dec:ember 

16, 1985. 'llle st.nnrr0ns st.erro.ne:i from this action. Imnroiately, the 

Richm:>rrl Building Inspection Office said that the corrplaints were not 

!X)litically :rrotivated. But, sorre of Wilder's supporters worrlered aloud 

why the summ:::>ns was issued at the particular tbre it was. Wilder replied 

that he had sold the house after the November election. On January 11 

and 12, rrost papers reported that neither Wilder nor Joel Harris would 

reveal the buyer. On the 12th, the Washington Post listed the buyer as 

H. Louis Sala:rronsky. Other papers reported the sale when the deed was 

checked on January 13, 1986. 25 

In actuality, the house had been sold on November 29, 1985 to HIS 

Associates, a real estate trust~ by Salarronsky, who had donated 

$7000 to Wilder's 1985 campaign. Wilder sold the house for $34,000. 

'There were no legal problems with the lapse between sale arrl deed 

recoroation, because there is no legal ti.Ire limit for deed. recoroation 

in Virginia. Sala:rronsky had been takinJ the steps to get a ruild.i.nJ 

pennit so he could improve the home. Because the house was no lorxJer 

24.Ray lt':Allister, ''Wilder Again Faces Complaint on House," Richrrorrl 
Times-Dispatch, 11 January 1986, Bl, B5(C) rcorrplaint ~ote); 11W1Ider 
Agal.11 Faces dia:rge of Vioiatir)J BuildirxJ Code, 11 Roanoke Times and World 
News, 12 Janu.aIY 1986, B12(M). 

25:Ray lt':Allister, ''Wilder Ac:Jain Faces Complaint on House," Bl, B5(C); 
Ll..z At:wocx:r, ''Wilder Says House Sold Aft.er Election, 11 Richm:>rrl News leader, 
11 January 1986!... 19 (M); D:lnald P. Baker and Molly Moore, "Baliles Becx::ioos 
Va. Governor: rirst Black, wanan Are SWom in to sta~ide Officei~ 
W~n Post, 12 J~ 1986, Al A14(0C); "Aide Says House Sold l.!.Y 
W~Ridiirorrl Times-Di~tdl, 12 January 19861 Bl, Bll(C); Ll..z Atwcxxi, 
''Wilder House Di:irl Filed te With Clerk, 11 Richrnorrl News leader, 13 
January 1986, 15 (M) . 
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Wilder's, the sunurons was dropped.. 26 

Droppin;J the sunurons did not drop the public brouhaha, hc:Mever. 

Roy west, Ric.hmorrl's mayor, wanted. a full scale investigation into the 

p::>litical nature of the charges against Wilder. 'Ihe Ric.hmorrl Buildirq 

Inspector's office continued to maintain that there was no p::>litical 

rocitivation in the Wilder inquest. But, West p::>inted out that there were 

worse houses in the city that they were not goin;J after. 'Ihe actual 

inspector, Juanita Coles, publicly defended her actions. West did grant 

that if he were wrong, he would let the matter drop. But, West 

maintained that there were still worse houses in the city. He wanted to 

.k:ncM how the city came to act arrl why they did not ascertain if Wilder 

avned the house. 'Ihen, West restated that he believed the city's actions 

to be p::>litically motivated. Because the charges were dropped., however, 

the matter becaITe dormant for a while. 27 

'Ihere was one rrore flare-up over the house. In April, Wallace am 

celestine Mills sued Wilder. 'Ibey lived next door to the house am 

claimed that Wilder's workers had damaged their roof when they were 

wor.k.i.DJ on the Wilder house. 'Ibey were suin;J for $10,000 in damages 

after Wilder refused to fix their roof. 'Ihe couple also claimed that 

26r.iz Atwocx:l, ''House Dee::l Filed late With Clerk," 15 (M) ; Ray 
McAllister arrl Mike Grim, ''Wilder House Sold to Trust, 11 Richmorxi Times
Dispa;tc:h, 14 January 1986, Bl, BJ(C). 

27Ray McAllister, Tam ca.mr.::ibell arrl Mike Grim, ''Mayor Questions City's 
Role in O::nplaints Against Wilder, 11 Ric.hmorrl Times-Dispatch, 15 Jan~ 
1986, Bl, S4(C); Jeanne ~' "Inspector Ceferiis Wilder Actions, 
Richmorrl News l'..eader L 15 Ja.nuary 1986, 17 (M); Jeanne ~, "Wilder 
House Probe Is Soughc. by West, 11 Rictrrocmd News leader, 23 Januacy 1986, 
1~ (M); "We.st Requests on City's Role in Wilder case," Richmond Times
D1.spatch, 24 January 1986, B5{C). 
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Wilder accepted responsibility arrl offered to pay for the roof. Wilder 

replied that the plaintiffs were bein;} untruthful arrl that he was not 

responsible for the damages. '!he suit dragged on for several m:inths am 

was dropped in December, 1986. No one would disclose why it was 

droppe:l. 28 

'lhe rowhouse matter was crucial to Wilder's developnent in 1986. 

It derronstrated to the political establishment that Wilder could weather 

tough :r;x,li tical stontlS. Even though the matter was not of Wilder's 

creation, it allowed him to show how strong he was. 

SUch was also the case with the early snipes at Chuck Robb. 'Ihe 

early in-fightin;; with Robb allowed Wilder to establish himself as a 

major political player in Virginia. Wilder's early resilience would 

allow him to build his in:lepen:lent p:::iwer base as he prepared for the 

apcx::alyptic sh~own with Robb that occurred in late 1986. 

But, Wilder's first year was not spent snipin;; at fellow 

Dem:x::rats. He did get sane positive press for many of his speeches. 

'!hose occasions allowed Wilder to build a positive image am:ing the 

voters. 'Ihey also allowed Wilder same breathin;; space as he geared up to 

renew his attacks on the Dem:x::ratic establishment, arrl faced m:ire 

political turt:iulence. 

2811Couple sues Wilder over His Fo:t'llW:!r House, 11 Richmorrl TllOOS
Di~tch, 29 April 1986, B4 (C); ''Wilder sued bv Row House Neiqt}bors, 11 

Ri ii1 Neiws Leader, 29 .April 1986, 15 (M) ; ''Wilcfer Denies Allegations on 
Row House, 11 Richni::im News Leader, 28 May 1986, 5 (M) ; ''Wilder Denied 
Liabilitv in SUit on Fonner Housei" Richmom Tll005-Dispat'i1:( 29 May 1986(. 
B3 (C) ; 11Iawsuit over House Fonner y o...iried by Wilder Is Set ed," Richmom 
Times-Dispatch, 20 December 1986, ~l(C). 
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Cbapter 3-Gear':in; Up far the Big Fight 

'Ihere was positive attention on Wilder, to l::,e sure. Just after the 

election, People :rragazine did a full-feature article on Virginia's 

newest political star. In addition, Wilder did an advertisement for the 

United Negro College Fund and spoke with several national outfits 

including "Voice of America" and the "Portfolio of State Issues." Many 

times, Wilder was lmnped with William Illcas, a black Republican who 

unsuccessfully sought the Michigan Goveniorship in 1986. 'Ihe national 

attention was at a high point when Muhanunad Ali visited Wilder in March. 

'Ihe Ali visit went well with Wilder joking about becoming a l:x:>xer and 

Ali j eking about running for Governor. 1 

Wilder was also making international headlines during his first 

year in office. In mid-Januacy, the United States Infonnation Agency set 

up an inteJ:view to J::,e broadcast in Europe, Australia, Asia and Africa. 

Wilder did additional inteJ:views for SWedish and South African 

television on the occasion of Martin I.llther King's Birthday. He used 

those interviews to hint that he would seek higher off ice and to express 

his outrage at apartheid in South Africa. In July, 1986, Wilder 

acca:rpanied Ted 'l\lrner to the Goodwill Garnes in Mosa:M. Wilder's purpose 

for going was, "Good will, good will, good will. Arrl some trade if we 

can get it." He did not get any official business done in the Soviet 

1 ''Wilder is Featured in People," Ridurorrl News leader, 5 December 
~~l-~~~(M): Katherine ca.las, ''Wilder Ai:Jlow with Attention on Tradition
~~~ Victory," Ridurorrl News leacfer, 25 (M) ; ''Wilder lucas Lead 
Revolution," Ricrnoord News leader, 14 June 1986, lO(M): '~ Ali to 
Visit Wilder t." Richrrorrl News I.eader, 13 March 1986, 15 (M) : Tvler Whitley, 
"'Greatest' rays a call on Wilder," Ridurond News leader, 1~ March 198"6, 
19(M). 
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Union, but he did l:::>ecare c.onvinced of the need for open dialCXJUe J::>etween 

the United states and its Cold War adversary. 2 

Wilder was able to p:,sition him.self well by going to Taiwan on 

behalf of the Commonwealth. Taiwan was IOCJre than just same little 

country. Granted, there were no Taiwanese companies in Virginia at the 

time, but the Taiwanese were big importers of Virginia tobacco ($12.3 

million annually) arrl Virginia c.oal ($6.6 million annually). 'Ihe trip 

lasted six days in late March, 1986. While in Taiwan, Wilder rret with 

several Taiwanese officials arrl atterrled the ''USA Prcxlu.cts Exp:Jsition. 11 

He also participate:1 in an invesbrent seminar. 'Ihe goal of the entire 

trip was to op::n up more markets for Virginians, and Wilder was a 

salesman for the Commonwealth. After the trip, Wilder drew some praise 

from Baliles, who wrote to Wilder that the trip was 'fyery helpful in our 

efforts to improve economic and cultural ties between Virginia an:i 

Taiwan. 113 

Wilder would represent the Commanwealth in one other place. In 

July, 1986, Wilder went to Japan. 'Ihis affair was more low-key tban the 

Taiwan trip. 'Ihe visit was simply to be a "gocd will" voyage on behalf 

21'Wilder Views to Ee Heard Arourrl the World, 11 Richrrorrl News leader, 
16 January 1986, 7 (M); Shelley Rolfet.. ''Wilder Win Attracts Foreign 
Writers," Richrrorrl Times-DiiWtch, 16 ..ianuary 1988, A8(C); ''Wilder to 
Visit Soviet Union, 11 Richmo News Leader, 14 June 1986, 15(M) (Wilder 
quote); l):)n Finefrock, 11\hlder Br~s Back Fresh Impressions from the 
Soviet Union," Richrrorrl News Leader, 12 July 1986, 15(M). 

3Eve1yn Glazier, to Judith Amerson, 21 Marci11986, ''Wilder Papen;;," 
Box 8; ";ReP.ort to the Goverrior from L. DJuglas Wilder. ~lie or arina 
Trade Mission. 3/24-29/86 " ''Wilder Papers " Box 1; ''Wilder-Led Trade 
Mission in Taiwan," Ric::turon:1 Times-Dispatch( 26 Marci1 1986, B5 (C) ; ''Wilder 
Arrives in Taiwan for U.S. Exhl.bition, 11 Richrrorrl NE."WS Leader, 25 Marcil 
1986, 7 ~) ; Gerald Baliles, to L. DJuglas Wilder, 19 June 1986, ''Wilder 
Papers,' Box 1 (Baliles quote). 
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of the Comrronwe.alth. He spent the IT0.jority of his time with Japcmese 

goverrnnent and business officials. 4 

For all that Wilder did in the public l.inelight, there were also 

his Constitutional duties. Narrely, Wilder was required to preside over 

the Virginia Senate. He first did so on January 13, 1986. He tried. to 

make things as nonnal as possible on the first day, though Jay 

Shropshire did need to help walk him through S011E of his activities. He 

added. that he would stop the procee:iings perio:lically to explain what 

was goin:; on to visitors in the Senate gallery. In fact, that became a 

Wilder staple. He even gave Senate visitors p:)Stcards. In this way, they 

would remember who Coug Wilder was. 5 

Another way that visitors would remember Coug Wilder was for the 

manner in which he ran the Senate. In short, Wilder was a strict 

disciplinarian when it came to the deconnn of the Senate :meml:::iers. In one 

instance, Senator Hunter An:lrews told the other Senators that the 

practice of intrcducing guests in the Senate gallery was time-consumin;J 

and that it was time to get to work. Wilder repri.marrled. Arrlrews and 

remin::led. him am the other Senators that the onlookers "are the business 

of the Cornrronwealth. 11 Another instance of Wilder's strict discipline was 

41'MosccJ;...r Trip Included. in Busy Wilder Itinerary," Richroc)nd News 
leader, 3 July 19g6, lO(M) (voyage quo~; "Itinerary for the Hon. Mr. 
Iawrence D:,ucf1.as Wilder from 1:he Ifni States of Airerica," ''Wilder 
Papers 11 Box !) , 

~Tam Sherwocd, "Wilder Takes Up Senate Gavel: Va. Official VCMS to 
Co More 'Ihan Just Preside II W~n Post 14 January 1986 Cl, C7 (OC) ; 
Bill Wasson, "Jubilant Wilder5aWHe 1 ll Work With All,'" Richm:Jrrl News 
leader, 14 Jarniqry 1986, 6 (M) ; ''Wilder Welo:::irrro Back to the Senate," 
Richriorrl Timas-Di~, 14 .'.r~ 1986./ B3 (C) ; Rex Springston, ''Wilder 
Gives star Senate onnance, 11 Ridlm:>m News leader, 11 March 1986, 1, 
4(M). 
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when he chastised Senator Wiley Mitchell for saying ''Hell" during 

debate. But, for all the deconnn a:rrl discipline, there were a few light

hearted nanents. When Wilder first took over the Senate, E.cl Willey, the 

p:,werful Senator fran Richmorrl, remi:rrled Wilder that his (Wilder's) 

rrother had warned YotID:J Douglas against overinflating his ego. Willey 

joked that he would car:ry Wilder "to the woodhouse" if things did oot go 

right. 6 

In addition to presiding over the Senate, Wilder was also required 

to vote in case of a tie. One instance of this Caille when the Senate was 

trying to pass legislation enabling rrotorists to be fined. for not 

wearing a seat belt. The caveat was that the JIDtorist had to be stopped 

for something else. When the vote first Caille up on March 7, 1986, the 

result was a tie. Wilder voted no, claiming the bill was too difficult 

to enforce. The bill would have passed, but two senators switched their 

votes at the last minute. The next day, Senator Olarles Waddell tried to 

bring a different form of the bill to the floor. Again, there was a tie 

vote. Then, Senator Richard Holla:rrl tried to have the bill reconsidered. 

Wilder refused, even over the objections of Senator Bobby Scott. 7 It was 

not the policy here that was inportant. It was that Wilder took a firm 

sta:rrl as a Lieutenant Governor, especially when that stani could be seen 

6.,.,\7ler Whitley, "Is There a Rift Between IDn:rt.inie Allies Wilder a:rrl 
~7," Ricinrorn News I.eader, 15 Feb~ 198fr 4 (M) (Wilder quote) ; 
A:rrlrew Pet:lrof~ ''Wilder Adulation still Has :::,--ca.ff Buried in '"Mail," 
Richmo:rrl News~der, 25 February 1986, 9(M); ''Wilder Presides over 
Senate II Ricfunorrl Afro-Am:rrican am Richmond '.Planet, 25 January 1986, 1, 
5 (Wilt,ey quote) • 

''Wilder Vote Kills Seat Belt Bill " Roanoke T.inies a:rrl World News 
8 ~~ Al (M) ; Michael Martz, "Wilder casts Tiebreaker to Kill Seat 
Belt ," Fauquier D:mlocrat, 13 March 1986, A12, A13. 
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as unpopular anonq same Virginians. But, it did allow him to be seen as 

a supporter of in::li. vidual rights. 

Wilder also achieved. headlines in early 1986 for the starrls he 

took in speeches to nostly black audiences. One such speech was in 

February at the Lynchburg NAACP's Freedom Fund Banquet. He decried the 

levels of :public welfare arrl lack of responsibility in the black 

community. He said that blacks had to learn to depend on themselves just 

as forner generations did. He also criticized absent fathers arrl "jive 

talk." He urged young black athletes to stay in school arrl said that 

black voter turnout was pitiful. One journalist, George Bowles, 

comrrented that Wilder's outlook would be great for Virginians. The 

conservative Richmond News Leader also praised the speech on its 

ed.itorial page. 'Ihe paper IX)inted out that Wilder was "exerting an 

influence arrl in.spiring others to want to do better than they thought 

they could. 118 

At the sarre tiire of the Lynchburg speech, Wilder was gearing up 

for an even bigger speech. This one would be in early Marcil at Hampton 

University's Black Family Conference. 'Ihe conference drew on the 

resources of black scholars in relation to issues facing black families. 

'Ihe thene for the conference was '"Ihe Black Family: B.rilding Coalitions 

for Clla.rge. 11 He tried to cast the problems of drug abuse arrl out of 

8George Bc:Mles ''Wilder calls for Renewed Black Re!3ponsibilitv," 
Meckl~ SUn, 27 Febrµary 1986, 4; L. Couglas Wilder "Blacks Must !{e
Dig W~of Pride, 11 Ridnrond News I.eade:r:( 6 March i986, lO(M) (jive 
quote) ; ''Wilder's Truths, 11 Rlcliiron::1 News I.eaaer, 6 March 1986, 10 (M) (News 
feader quote) • 
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wedlock births in the terms of how those problems a.rt across racial 

lines. He said that Americans of all colors had to came forward to stop 

these. He also called for more family values in the black camrnunity. He 

warned that ''blin:i deperrlence on the gove:rment" would not suffice. 

Moreover, he said, "You've got to instill sane degree of self-reliance 

in our people. 119 

Wilder went back to Tidewater a month later to speak to another 

predominantly black audience. 'lhe setting this ti.me was Norfolk state 

University. 'lhe event was a business conference. He called for continued 

preferential treatment for black businesses. But, he told the students 

that blacks themselves were responsible for making their businesses turn 

a profit. 'lhus, black businesses needed to be 100re self-reliant. 

Granted, he seemed to be on both sides of the issue, but no one in the 

press seemed to think so. Again, he got press for telling blacks not to 

rely on the government. 10 

Wilder's speeches to black audiences were not linu.ted to Virginia. 

In July, 1986, he addressed the NAACP's national convention in 

Baltiroc>re. He adtoonished the group to becc:,roo 100re active in the war on 

drugs. While he said that blacks were hit hardest by the drng problem, 

he added that drugs were a scourge to all races. He used the examples of 

9L. Couglas Wilder, to Dr. William Hfilvi~, 18 February ).986, ''Wilder 
~ " Box 11 · ''Wilder Will Speak at n Confab." ltichmorrl Afro
American arrl Ridlmond Planet, ~2 Marcil 19 6, J; Jean Mc'Nair, ''Wilder 
Scores oversta!:4,rig of Problems," Richm:>nd News Leader, 22 March 1986 
15(C) (self-reliance ciuote); "All Americans Must AnsWer, Wilder Sa~, I, 
Ricbirorrl Ti.mes-Dispatch, 22 Marcil 1986, B4(C) (blin:i dependence quote}. 

1011~ Not ~ial Wilder Tells students " Richmorrl Ti.mes-. . , , 
Dispatch, 5 April 19 6, B3(C). 
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fallen athletes Len Bias an:::l Don Rcx:lgers to urx:lerscore his point. He 

added that Youn:J blacks should remarnber the self- reliance that got them 

the rights they had. 11 

'Il1.ese were not exactly the stateroo:nts of a liberal, urban state 

Senator. 'Ibey were the stateroo:nts of a man positioni.n::J himself to run 

for higher office. Arn, the early numbers lookErl goo:1. In a poll taken 

in Mardi 1986, 50 percent of Virginians approved of the way Wilder was 

han:lling his job, while 21 percent were undecided. 12 'Ihe corrlitions 

could not be better for Wilder to position himself. 

But, not to be mistaken, Wilder's speeches were to rrore than just 

black audiences. In fact, Wilder was in great demand as a guest speaker. 

Offers came from around the country. He even got fees for goi.nq to same 

of the events. Most of his messages were about self help. He was on the 

road so much that he even had to bring another lawyer into his finn to 

han:lle the legal work. Simply stated, the lecture circuit made Doug 

Wilder a busy man. 13 

One never knew where Wilder would be speaking next. One such 

speech was in Richmon:l in late February, 1986. Wilder told the Society 

of Professional Journalists that he likErl the watchdog role of the 

press. He did say that the line between right an:::l wron:;r in legislative 

11"Help Battle Druqs, Wilder Asks NAACP," Richmond Tbnes-Di~, 
2 July 1986, B6(C); "Wilder Urges NAACP Fight AgalllSt Drugs, 11 Ri ni 
News Leader, 2 July 1986, 9 (M) • 

12Mi.chael MartzL "Poll: 64 Percent Approve of Baliles So Far," 
Fauquier Derrocrat, 3 fif.'ril 1986, A15. 

1~er Whitley, "Being a Wanted Man Keeps Wilder on the Move," 
Richrnon:i ews Leader, 4 June 1986, 1, 8(M). 
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ethics was, at times, "thin." He adde:::l, ha.vever, that ethical proolems 

were easily noticeable. Another speech took Wilder to Massachusetts, 

where he S!X)ke to the Black Law Students Association at Harvard 

University and atten:::le:::l a reception with Massachusetts Governor Michael 

Thlk.akis and Boston Mayor Payrnorrl Flynn. 'Ihen, it was back to Virginia 

for a speech to the Tri-county Virginia Opportunities In:lustrialization 

Center. 'Ihere, he told the kids to dream and chase those dreams. 14 

Sorce of Wilder's speeches were symbolic of Virginia's changes. One 

in particular was Wilder's speech at graduation ceremonies for the 

University of Virginia. He p::>inted. out that he could not atten::i that 

school because of segregation. He looke:i p::>sitively at the changes 

Virginia had un::lergone in his lifetime. 'Ihe real meat of his talk was 

about the need to care for the elderly, but the headlines dealt with the 

symbolism of Wilder~ at the ceremony. He pointed. out that blacks 

had opportunities like never before. 15 'Iherefore, Wilder was still 

holding to his :rressage of a p::>sitive outlook on race relations. 'Ihis was 

a p::>sition that would not set off alanns in the mirrls of many 

Virginians. 

14"Conflict Issue ''Ihin Line, ' Wilder Sa " Richmorrl Times-Di tch, 
27 February. 1986, B4 (C) (Wilder quote); ~ilder Will Speak W law 
students," Ric.hmorrl Times-Di5f.\tch, 15 Febnnry 1986, B2 (2 Star); ''Wilder 
to .Address Harvard law schoo , 1 Ric.hmorrl News Leader, 22 Feb:ruaJ:.Y 1986, 
15 (M) ; ''Wilder to Youth: Dream the Impossible, 11 Richirorrl Afro-American and 
Ric.hmorrl Planet, 19 April 1986, 1, 5. 

15 ''Wilder, 'l\.J.:rner to Speak at u. Va. , " Richmorrl Times-Di~tch, 23 
April 1986, B4(C); I))nald P. ~ 1 "Lt. Governor Talks~ u-va. 
Graduation: Wilder Notes Olan::Je in lJ'lSCitution, State," W~n Post 
19 Ma.y 198~.L. Dlt... D5 (OC) ; Bill. Worrell, ''Wilder Savors Poeiciroru.cS 
Justice at uv," .t<lc.hmond Afro-American and Rich:rron:i Planet, 24 May 1986 
1; Ruth S. Intress, 11Wilder Urges Effort to Help the Elderly," Richmonj 
Tirres-Dispatch, 19 May 198 6, Bl, B5 ( C) • 
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Wilder also used the speeches to p..rt forth views on other issues. 

For exa:rrg;>le, he told the Virginia Network for Victims and Witnesses that 

people were so mad about the loopholes in the criminal justice system, 

that they were at a point of rebellin;J against the entire system. To 

remedy this, Wilder proposed cracking down on thugs who tried to 

intimidate witnesses, and consultin;J with victims before erqagin;J in 

plea bargainin;J. His final measure was one that provided for 

reimbursement by criminals to victims. Taki.rg another swipe at crime, 

Wilder praised William Bennett's fight against drugs and urged the 

Virginia Sheriffs Association to be more involved in the fight. 'Ihis 

drew the editorial praise of ooth the Richmond. News leader and the 

Richmon:i Times-Dispatch. 16 'lhus, Wilder was gettin;J good marks on crime 

in the consei::vative press. 'Ihis allowed him to be seen as tough on 

criire, thereby building his position for 1989. 

In addition to crime, Wilder spoke on social issues too. He told 

teachers in Hanover County to teach as best they could. He added that, 

even in the worst years of Virginia education, "excellence" was always 

present. He also talked about how Gramm-Rudman would affect social 

services. 'Ihe Gramm-Rudman bill required a balanced federal budget. It 

was thought that sperxtin;J cuts would take precedence over tax increases. 

Wilder said that Gramm-Rudman cuts in federal spenj.in;J would strain the 

161'Wilder Urges Touqh laws to Blunt 'Citizen Rebellion "' Richmond. 
News leader, 7 May 1986, 5"~M); Olivia Winslow, ''Wilder Calls for Drucr War, 
U~es NAACP to Jom Fight,' R.ichmon:i Times-*1Wtch, 4 ~ 1986, S3(C); 
''Wilder's war," Ridm¥5n:i News leader, 4 'Pru 1986, 10 ) ; "[bl.lg Wilder 
Wants You, 11 Richmorrl Times-Dispatch, 6 August 1986, AlO C). 
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resources of localities. To this en::i, he called on the stafford NAACP to 

be nore involved in local :politics. He told the Daily Planet, a sccial 

services agency in Richrrorrl, that they would feel the cuts to:>. For 

Wilder, rrore groups like the Planet were needed. 17 Here, Wilder was 

protecting his base within the Derrccratic Party. 

Not all of Wilder's public actions were as non-controversial as 

the Taiwan trip. In April, he started down the road that led to conflict 

with the Demx:ratic Party's senior pcdlbah, Omck Robb. Wilder came out 

of the gate srrokirq in early April. He said that Robb and the Iaoc:>Cratic 

Leadership Council, an o~zation founded. by roc:d.erate--conservative 

Derrocrats after the 1984 Presidential elections, were takirq too much 

credit for his victory. In fact, Wilder said, "They had nothing to do 

with it." Wilder said that the Derrocratic ticket was the winning 

variable and that the DLC's philosophy would have excluded. his 

candidacy. Moreover, Wilder argued. that the DLC was trying to push 

certain groups out of the party, and that doing so would only hurt the 

party. rater, Wilder would bring up these sane criticisms when he was 

carnpletel y embroiled. in a feud with the Comm::mweal th' s fo1:1rer Governor. 

Robb countered that the DIC was inclusive arrl that he suppJrte:l Wilder. 

Interestingly, Wilder had refused to join the DI.C, while Builes arrl 

Terry joined up. Wilder's salvos drew unkirrl words from the Richrrond 

1711Push students to I.earn, Wilder Urges Educators," Richrrond News 
Leader, 25 Allgl.l§t 1986, 8(M) (Wilder quote); "Wilder Sourrls call for 
Citizen Action, 11 Ricbm::::ind Tbres-~tch, 14 ~ 1986, B12 (C); 
''Wilder Praises Social .Agency, 11 Ri Tbres-Dispa.tch, 17 Cci:ober 1986, 
B6{C). 
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Times-Dispatch, which opined. that Wilder, who ran as a m:d.erate, was 

again showing liberal terdencies. 'Ihey also pointed out that Robb's 

popularity had benefitted Wilder, arrl, therefore, Wilder was wrong to 

attack Robb arrl the DLC. 18 

Two weeks later, Wilder re_peated the sane criticism of the DLC, 

when he addressed the Arkansas Dem:x::ratic Black caucus. While he said 

the nation arrl the Democratic Party needed a chan:;Je, he argued that the 

DLC was not the way to go. He said their fiscal policies could endan;Jer 

important prcgram.s in housing, education arrl veterans' benefits. In 

addition to usin::J the trip as a platform to attack the DLC, he also 

built his base. Just after the trip, Betsey Wright, Governor Bill 

Clinton's Chief of Staff, sent Wilder a list of the dignitaries he had 

met so that he could contact those folks. 19 

Wilder's salvos were not reserved for the DLC. In mid-July, 1986, 

Wilder spoke at the North carolina cem:::cratic Convention. He opened up 

on the National Rainbow Coalition arrl Jesse Jackson, in addition to 

criticizing Robb an:i the DLC. 'Ihe National Rai.nbow Coalition was the 

left-leaniTXJ political nachine organized by the Revererrl Jesse Jackson. 

Wilder said that the two groups should quit sniping at one another an:i 

181'Wilder D · tes Role of Leadershi Council," Richroc>rrl Times
oi~tch, 6 April 1ffs16.1 Bll(C): ''Wilder Blasfs Robb, Leadership Council," 
Ri ~ News Leader, ::> i\pril 198~,. 15, 20 (M) ; ''Wilder vs. Robb, " Richrrorrl 
Times-DfWtcl\ 10 April 1986, A.J.4 (C); R. H. Melton, ''While Trylllg to 
Close Ri , W1 der Re_peats Critic isms: He Scores Robb's Letters arii calls 
Group '!)elrea.ning, "' Washington Post, 5 December 1986, B3 (OC) • 

1911Ark. Dem:x::rats Hear Wilder call for New Leadership," Richroc>rrl News 
Leader, 14 April 1986, 8(M); "'Olallenges Must Cc:8:re,' Wilder Says 11 

llidimorrl Tirnes-Di~tch, 14 April 1986, B4 (C); Betsey Wright, to L 
Douglas Wilder, 2 y 1986, ''Wilder Papers, " Box 3 • 
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focus on the 1986 Congressional elections. At this point, Wilder said 

the two groups were too focused on 1988. SUc.h intraparty squabbles could 

only hurt the party in 1986. He singled out Jackson for q:posing the re

nomination of Representative Peter Rodino (D-NJ) in favor of a black 

candidate, even though Rodino had been a supporter of the NRC's agen::ia. 

As an extra stab at Jackson, Wilder sent a CX)fBicitulatory letter to 

Rodino after he w'On his prim.3.ry. Wilder's solution was to bring the Robb 

arrl Jackson people tcgether so that they could work out their 

differences arrl w'Ork tcgether for victory in 1986. He said that anythin:r 

else would only provide "aid and comfort to the Republicans we are 

trying to beat in 1986. 1120 In other words, Wilder was accusing the DLC 

arrl NRC of treason against the Democratic Party. 

It would seem that Wilder was closing his options in the party and 

public realms. But really, two t.hims were going on here. 'Ihe criticism 

of Robb allc:Med Wilder to be seen as being his ™11 man. 1-breover, it 

helped rally anti-Robb Democrats to his side. 'Ihe criticism of Jackson 

was to help him build his ™11 p::wer base in the black cornrrn.mity. 

Furtherrcore, that criticism all™ed Wilder to appeal to worki..nq class 

whites who liked to see Jackson get beat up on. 

Wilder also v,JQrked to build an image of him being in::lependent from 

Governor Baliles. In April, 1985, the Arrerican Civil Liberties Union and 

200 Has a Job 'lb.at can Help Minorities Wilder Says," Ridnrorrl News 
leader< 9 May 1986, 4 (M); Dale Eisman.! "Efforts by Jackson, Robb Are 
Criticized in Wilder~," Richmrrl Ti.Ires-Dispatch, 13 July 1986 Bl, 
B7 (C); '"86 Before '88, Wilder Wan1S, 11 Richrrcii:l News lead~ 14 July i986li 
8(M); L. Ix:,uglas Wilder, to Peter Rodino, 6 June 1986, 1 ilder Papers,' 
Box 4; . Wayne Kin:J arrl Warren Weaver:, Jr. , "strife Arro.D3" Democrats, " New 
York Tl.m25, 25 Jilly 1986, AlO (L) (Wilder quote). 
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the Cc:.lmroc)nwealth had reached a settlement after the ACID had sued 

Virginia in regards to p::)licies at the Mecklenburg Correctional Center." 

'!he settlement called for convicted killers to be able to enjoy contact 

visits. 'Ihis settlement caused D:Jnald Huffman to leave the board in mid-

1986. In July, 1986, Wilder carre out against the practice. He said that 

killers had lost their rights when they canunitted crime. Attorney 

General Mary sue Terry said the Carnrronwealth was l:xJurrl by the federal 

court settlement. 21 

Needless to say, &lliles and company were not happy about Wilder 

taking such an irrlependent stand, especially since Ealiles was 

Virginia's Attorney General when the deal was made with the ACID. 

Ealiles argued that Wilder should have discussed his differences with 

the Governor in private as that was what &lliles thought to be the 

nonnal protocol for such t.h.irx:Js. &lliles said Wilder should have at 

least provided a warniJ'B. He added that Robb had even discussed his 

differences in private with then Governor John Ialton, a Republican. 

Joel Harris replied that no such warni.nJ or discussion was needed from 

Wilder. 'I'aNards the en::l of the nonth, Wilder said that he would continue 

to speak out on inp::irtant issues. Trying to SIOClOth t.h.irx:Js over, Ealiles 

21D:Jnald P. Baker ''Wilder Goll9 ~s <Mn Way " Washington Post, 2 
October 1986 VAll(Va Biue); Michael ttap:ty "~th R!:M Deal Draws Fire of 
Wilder," Richmon::l Times-Di5¥:tch, 17 July i9s6, Bl, B6 (C) ; Michael Hardv, 
"Baliles diides Wilder for nexpected Criticism, II Richm:md Tirnes-Dispa;tcn, 
18 July 1986, Bl, B4(C). 
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said he only wanted an advance warning of such statements by Wilder. 22 

'Ihe immediate public reaction seemed to be in Wilder's favor. 'Ihe 

Richmorrl News-Leader praised Wilder's stan:i against such visits to 

convicts, p:::>intin:J out that he was the only Deno:::::rat in Virginia to take 

such a strorg starrl. 'Ihe Richmorrl Times-Disoatch opined that Wilder was 

entitled to irrleperrlent views, an:i that B3.liles was wrorx:; to suggest 

that Wilder clear his viev.rs with the Governor. 'Ihey concluded, ''Maybe 

Mr. B3.liles arrl the ACID are so flustered because ooug Wilder has 

~zed what they have not: 'Ihat a majority of people are much more 

concerned about the forfeited rights of death-raw inmates' victims than 

they are about special privileges for murderers arrl rapists. 1123 

In addition to the supportive editorials, Wilder was praised by 

others. Ionald Huffuan welcomed Wilder's criticism. He said it sho.ved 

that he was not tryin:J to be partisan when he criticized the deal in the 

first place. John Williams, Olainnan of the Corrections Board, also 

praised Wilder's actions as "brave an:1 sound.. 1124 'Ihis issue served two 

purposes. First, it allaved Wilder to create an irrleperrlent position 

from B3.liles. Moreover, it allaved Wilder to get great press on an issue 

that many Virginians had strorx:; views on. 

22"Wilder B3.liles at o:lds over Ceath RON Visits " Monijornerv News
MestRer 18 July 1986, 5; Ionald P. Paker, "Wilder Goin:]~ Way,11 

VAllVa Biue); F<lds~~ the Dream, 48; William Ruberrv, ''Wilder Says 
He'l still Talk y, Richmorrl Times-Disoatch, 30 July 1986, Bl., 
B3 (C). 

2311Rep.J.blican Wilder?," Richmorrl News Leader, 17 July 1986, 10 (M) ; 
''Mr. Wil?er Speaks out, 11 Richmon::1 Tmes-Disoatch, 19 July 1986, Al2 (C) 
(Tmes-Dispatdi quote). 

241'Wilder, B3.liles at o:lds over Ceath RON Visits," 5; John Williams, 
to L. D::x.Ig'las Wilder, 18 July 1986, ''Wilder Papers, " Box 2 (Williams 
quote). 
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At the same tirre Wilder was criticizing the Baliles visit plan, he 

was preparing to fulfill a campaign prcanise. '!hat pranise was to return 

to southwest Virginia an:i recreate the tour if he won. Well, he won, an:i 

it was tirne to pay up. 'Ihe official announcement of the tour caire in 

July, 1986. In announcing the tour, Joel Harris said, "It's something 

(Wilder] wants to do very much." 'Ihe tour would kick off in the middle 

of August. In addition to fulfilling a promise, Wilder, according to 

Goldman, would be reachin;r out to hear the views of Virginians. One 

unspoken goal of the tour was to cultivate support for a gubernatorial 

run in 1989. Accornpanying Wilder would be his son Larry arrl strate:;Jist 

Paul Golchnan. 25 

'The tour's first stop was in Collinsville on August 18, 1986. 'Ille 

IJlITPOS€ of this stop was to recreate the famous Fhilpott breakfast. 'Ille 

recreation was held at the CUtch Inn, the sarre place the original 

breakfast was held. Fhilpott praise:l Wilder's work as an ambassador for 

Virginia, saying, ''We've gotten rrore mileage out of Ix:>ug Wilder than any 

other Lieute.ncmt Governor. 11 Wilder called the original breakfast the 

campaign's "turning point." He heaped praise on Fhilpott, calling him 

"the mcm 'Who brought us all to;Jether." 'Ihe breakfast seerre::1 to care off 

251'Wilder Will Return to Coal country, 11 Richioond Tirnes-Di~< 3 
July 1986, B7 (C) (Harris quote); ''Wilder Will Retrace 19851gn 
swing, 11 Richmon::!. Tirnes-Di~tch, 9 Al.1glli;,t 1986, B3 (C~· ''Wilder Plans to 
Retuin to Southwest," Ri~ Tirnes-Dispatch, 18 1986, B2(C); 
''Wilder Tour of Southwest Va. to Beqm: Return Visi Was a campaign 
Promise~ Fbst, 16 August 19'86, BS(DC); 'Tyler Whitley, ''Wilder 
Savors t Made History, 11 Riclnoorrl News Leader, 18 August 1986, 
l(M). 
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as a joyous event for all, with praises runnirg knee deep. 26 

From Collinsville, the Wilder entourage noved on to southwest 

Virginia. '!he folks in those parts were glad that Wilder had rerrembered 

them. He assured the people that their voices would be heard in 

Richrnorrl. '!here were a few mute nnnbles, however, about Wilder's 

distancing him.self from Baliles. People in southwest Virginia, such as 

Edgar Bacon, were concerned about transportation. Wilder assured them he 

supporte:i better roads for the coalfields, but he said he wanted to be 

sure that there would be "equity" for all parts of the state. 27 

Farly in his term, Baliles had come out for a massive road

building program that used sales tax increases to finance the 

ilTlprovements. Wilder was a member of the commission that finalized the 

plan. Now, here in southwest Virginia, Wilder was saying that the rural 

areas stood to lose if money for the program ran short. Baliles had 

projected about $10 billion in sperrling. Wilder said that this might not 

be enough because inflation was not considered in that figure. He 

pointed out that soma areas could be shortchamed in the harrling out of 

funjs. Wilder said that about $3 billion more was needed to <XNer the 

costs of inflation. Wilder pledged to the lee County residents that he 

would not allow them to be shortcharqed. '!his sourrled good to the 

260 wilder Plans to Return to Southwest n B2 (C) ; ''Wilder Tour of 
Southwest Va. to Begin: Return Visit Was campaign Premise," B5 (OC) ; 'fyler 
Whitley,_ ''Wilder savors Breakfast 'Ihat Made llistory, " 1 (M) ; ''Wilder Honors 
A. L. Philpott for Key Role in ~i9I:l, 11 W~n Post, B5 (OC) ; ''Wilder 
Recreates campaign ''I\J.nrln;J Point," Ri Times-Dispatch, B8 (C) 
(FhilPQtt am 'Wilaer quotes). 

271'Wilder Honors A. L. Fhil~ for Key Role in ~ign 1 " B5 (OC) ; 
'fyler Whitley, "Folks in Lee love Attention from Wilder, Ricnmorrl News 
Leader, 20 August 1986, 15, 17 (M) (Wilder quote). 
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southwest Virginians. After all, Wilder was speaking in a county that 

had 3 miles of four- lane roads. 28 

Irrleed, these attacks on inflation in the road pro;Jrain a::>sts we.re 

not a blindside against &lliles. In early August, Wilder had met with 

&uiles about the pro;Jrain. He said he wanted to meet again to discuss 

sane issues he raised about fun:ling the program. After the speech in I.ee 

County, Wilder wrote to Secretary of Finance Stuart Connock that he 

urrlerstcxxl that inflation would not be figured in. He drew this from 

conversations betw-een him.self and Connock. 'Ihen, Wilder wrote to Connock 

saying that Secretary of Transportation Vivian Watts said inflation 

would be: partially considered. Wilder suggested that some type of 

resolution was needed on this issue. 29 

On the transp:,rtation issue, all was quiet on the Wilder front for 

about a nonth. DJ.ring that tirre, the General Assembly met in special 

session arrl approved the &lliles plan, including a sales tax increase. 

At the errl of September, however, Wilder ca.rre out against the sales tax 

increase. 'Ihe day of the speech, Wilder's office called the Goven,or at 

10:30 to let him knc:M that Wilder would be speaking. 'Ihe speech cane at 

noon, but &uiles did not get a copy of it until 4:30 in the afternoon. 

Wilder's speech was to the CUlles Area Boa.rd of Trade. In the speech, he 

carre out against the sales tax increase and an increase in the titling 

2~raaret Edds, Cla~ the Dreamt... 48-50; "Wilder Asserts Inflation 
May Boc:ist~d Plan Cos Ricliinorid Tirres-Di~tch, 20 Auqust 1986, 
B10 (C) ; Tyler Whitley, ''Wiider skeptical of Roa Pro;m," Ridmond News 
leader~ 1, 4 (M) • 

9L. Couglas Wilder, to Gerald Baliles, 6 Auqust 1986, ''Wilder 
Papers," Box I; L. DJuglas Wilder, to Stuart Connock, 27 AugUst 1986, 
"Wilder Papers, " Box 1. 
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tax. He said that these measures were regressive. Wilder had tried to 

break a tie arrl kill the titling tax, but could not vote on a revenue 

bill. Wilder said he would have sp:>ken out sooner, but he did not want 

to hurt the Governor's prcgrarrs. Furthe.nrore, he said he reserved the 

right to speak out because he was elected indepen::lently of Builes. 

Wilder said it was nCM up to the state to provide sales tax relief to 

lCMer incarre Virginians. 'Ihis could be done with the wi.n:ifall from 

federal tax reform.s, according to Wilder. 30 

Reaction from the Governor was i.rrnnediate. Baliles's press 

secretary, Chris Bridge, tried to play down the criticism arrl paint the 

picture that Baliles wa.S unmoved. She said, "'Ihe Governor is not 

concerned about it. He is moving on to problems that need solving." But, 

privately, many were saying that B:l.liles was arq-ered by the speech. 

Baliles did accuse Wilder of having a personal agen::la. Arrl, he worrlered 

aloud why Wilder had never said anything before about the program. 

Perhaps he had forgotten the letter that Wilder had sent in early August 

when he raised questions about the program's furx:1ing. 31 

Gerald Baliles was not the only person criticizing Wilder. House 

of 03legates Darocrats Leslie Saurrlers arrl Ric.hard Cranwell also 

3°Edds, Cla~ the Dream, 48-50; Tyler Whitley, ''Wilder Critical 
of Sales Tax Hike~chmon::1 News leader, :!O ~r 1986, 1 (M) ; IX>nald 
P. Bakeri ''Wilder Gomg H~s OWn Wayi" Wash· n Fbst, 2 .October 1986~ 
VAJ..1 VAJ.. (Va Blue); Dale E1~ 1 ''W1 der ()pp)ses Increase m sales Tax, ' 
Ricnmrrl Tines-Dispatch, 1 uccaoer 1986, Bl~ B7(C). 

31"Ba.1iles ':&?mused' by Wilder Criticism," Richrrorrl News leader, 2 
october 198~ 9(M) (Bridge q\lote); Michael Hardv, 11Baliles says Wilder 
Missed Tax 1.ssue Pomt " Rich:morrl Tirres-Dispatch, 2 october 1986, Bl, 
B8(C); L. I:ouglas Wilder, to Gerald Baliles, 6 AugUst 1986, ''Wilder 
Papers I II BoX 1. 
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criticized Wilder. 'Ihe two appeared before a group concerned with 

transportation issues. '!hey attacked Wilder for his after-the-fact barbs 

hurled at the Governor. Cranwell said Wilder was engaged in ''Mon:lay

moming quarterbacking." sarrlers ch.im:rl in, "You don't wait until the 

ballgame is over to criticize the game plan." In a blatantly racist 

statement, Saun:iers campared Wilder to Virginia's highways: "black 

top ..• with yella;,.r stripes." Saurrlers said Wilder was a "CCMa.rd. 1132 

Wilder was not one to take such attacks. He was creatin;J an 

irx:lependent position, and he deferxied it. He said that the "high tax 

lobby" would not deter him in his fight for tax fairness for all 

Virginians. Arrl, he considered sales taxes a heavy burden for poor 

Virginians. In staking out his position, he invoked the names of past 

Virginia governors, Albertis Harrison, Mills Godwin and Li.nwcx:x:i Holton. 

Arrl, again, Wilder put in a plug for using 1987 wirx:lfalls to offset the 

sal tax , , , , 33 
es 111CreaSeS on poor Virgllll.ans. 

'!here was same praise for Wilder's actions. 'Ihe Richmorrl Times

Dispatch said that Wilder's points were valid. '!hey only wished that he 

had raised them earlier. '!hey said that sales taxes were for education. 

To furrl roads, they called for tolls and pledge borrls. '!hey also 

deferxied Wilder and said that Leslie Saurrlers was out of line to call 

Wilder a "cavard." Paul Matthews of the NAACP also praised Wilder for 

32Bill Wasson, ''Wilder Attack on Road Plan Is criticized as 
Cowardly," Richmon:i News leader, 3 October 1986, 19(M) (Cranwell and 
Saurrlers quotes) • 

3~ler Whitley, ''Wilder Deferrls Stand on Sales TaX Increase " 
Richmorrl News leader, 8 October 1986, 13 (M) ; Claude Burrows, ''Wilder to 
Stick to TaX Attitude," Richmorrl Times-Dispatch, 8 October 1986, B3{C). 
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fighti.rB the sales tax increase. Matthews added that the sales tax 

increase arrl a seernin:3' lack of black appointrrents made fuliles 

vulnerable arrong black voters. 34 If fuliles was getti.rB weaker, then 

Wilder was cerrenting his base arrong blacks for the 1989 ncanination 

contest arrl election. 

341'Wilder's campaign," Richrrond Tirres-Di~tdl., 10 October 1986, 
AlO(C) (Tin:es-Di~tch quote); 'Iyler Whitley, 11W1der Speech Fees Concern 
NAACP Leader," Rich.rrond News leader, 30 octaber 1986, 15, 19(M). 
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Cliapt:er 4-'llle Big Fight 

As the tax issue began to fade, another issue was evolving in 

relation to Wilder. Specifically, people were beginning to becare uneasy 

with Wilder's continued differences with Baliles arrl Robb. One such 

person was Edgar Bacon, a party stalwart arrl :power broker frcm southwest 

Virginia. Bacon wrote a letter to the Richmond News Leader in which he 

lashed out at Wilder for criticizing Baliles arrl Robb. He said Wilder 

was forgetting those who had helped him. Bacon told Wilder that many in 

the party shared his views. Irrleed, many Virginians did recognize that 

Wilder was trying to create his own position to run for Governor in 

1989. In fact, columnist George Wilbur called Wilder's independence "a 

carefully planned program designed to enhance his political prospects in 

the years ahead." Wilder's response was that he opposed the tax 

increases, not the transportation improvements specifically. He added, 

"I'm not posturing, I'm doing what I said I would do: be an honest voice 

for the people of Virginia." 1 

In the fall arrl winter of 1986, Wilder was doing more than just 

fightirg with the Baliles-Robb wing of the party. In September, Lt. 

Governor Winston Br.yant of Arkansas called for the fonnation of a dnig 

council within the National Council for Lieutenant Governors. Wilder was 

1Tvler Whitley, "Party Stalwart Says Wilder Has Forgotten Frien:is," 
Richrnorxf News Leader, 11 October 1986, 1, 11 (M) ; Michael ~, ''Wilder's 
Cr1t1CJ.SIILS called. Rash, 11 Rich:rrorrl Times-Dispatch 12 Oct.ober 1986, Bl, 
B4(Cl; Ix>nald P. Baker, ''Wilder Picks His Fights: Virginian's Risks, 
critics Seen as Growing." w~n Post, 3 December 1986, Al< A7(0C); 
George Wild~t ''Wilder Just~ 'Go Alorg,"' '!he Times (Smithf1eld'1 Virg~.ni~, 2 November 1986, 2; Robert L. Asher<. ''What Is Wilder Ix>irg?, • 
W~n Fost, 9 December 1986, A19(0C) (Wilaer quote). 
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to head the council. 'Ihe press release that Bryant used was actually 

written by Wilder's :people. So, there was IOC)re than just pure altruism 

going on. Wilder wanted to be sure he put the right spin on ~- 2 

Wilder also refused. vote in order to break a tie in the State 

Senate. In late September, there was a 20-20 tie on a provision for a 

lottery refererrlum. Wilder declined to vote, thereby letting the Ilkltter 

die. Later, when speaking before the Richmorrl Bar Association, Wilder 

said that he personally favored. the lottery refererrlum. His attitude was 

"those who believe that government always knc:ws best are wrong." He said 

that he did not vote because he could not vote on revenue bills. He 

assured the audience that there were no repercussions from his actions. 3 

such positioning all~ed Wilder to avoid having to take a definite starrl 

on the lottery issue. Moreover, he could be seen as a p:Jpulist for 

c.harnpionin:J a referendum on the lottery issue. 

'Ihere was another area of grcuing concern for Wilder. In late 

October, Wilder carre urrler fire for accepting fees for speeches given in 

the Cornrronwealth. 'Ihe rep:Jrt was first raised in a Virginia Business 

article about Wilder. No one really carre out in Wilder's defense. It was 

pointed out that Baliles arrl Terry did not accept such fees, though they 

both refrained from criticizing Wilder. Steve Haner arrl perennial GOP 

carrlidate Marshall Colerran chastised Wilder. Wilder was also criticized 

~inston &yant 1. to. L. D:iuqlas Wilder!. 3 September 1986, "Wilder 
Papers.! Box 3; Joel tt.arris, to Mike Ross, 2lj August 1986, Box 3. 

''Wilder Cites Va. Constitution for His Non-Vote in I.Dttery Tie/' 
Roanoke Times arrl World News, 26 Seutember 1986, B2 (M) (Wilder quoteJ ; 
"Wilder Says Constitution Barred. His 1.ottery Vote," Richmorrl NevJS Toader, 
26 September 1986, 6 (M) • 
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by w. Paul Matthews of the Virginia Nt\ACP. While this was going on, it 

was reported that Wilder had asked the Baptist General Convention of 

Virginia for $1500. '!hat rroney request prevented Wilder from addressing 

that group. 4 

several days after the fee incident flared. up, rrore fuel was added 

to the fire when it was learned that Wilder had also accepted speaking 

fees as a IOOrnber of the State Senate. 'Ihe fees were JOClStiy from college 

groups at places like Norfolk State University, St. Paul's College, arrl 

the University of Virginia. Larry Saba.to, a University of Virginia 

political analyst, said, "It's the first time I can rem2l11ber someone 

making a profit out of nmning for Governor." At this point, Wilder was 

still not saying anything to the press. 5 Perhaps that was because Wilder 

had nothing to say. 'Ihe only rationale one can sunnise for the practice 

of charging fees is pure greed. 

'Ihe fee request to the B:lptist General Convention was not unique. 

For instance, in late 1985, Wilder responded to a speaking request by 

wanting to kna../ "the usual fee that is provided." Like the Baptists, the 

United Negro College Furrl had to retract its invitation to Wilder for a 

speech in Roanoke after the organization realized that it could not :rreet 

4Ty1er Whitley, ''Wilder Speech Fees Concern Nt\ACP Leader," Richmond 
News Leader, 3 o October 198 6, 15, 19 (M) ; "Aide says He D::>esn' t Exi':5ect 
Wilder to Cc:1nlnElt on Fees," Richmorrl Times-Dispatch, 30 October 1~86, 
B6 (Cl ; J~ Gatins "Controversy over Honorariums for Wilder Speeches Is 
Growmg, 11 Richmond Times-Di~ch, 30 October 1986, Bl, B6(C); "GOP Blasts 
Wilder for diarging for T , 11 Montgomery News--Messenger, 30 octaber 
1986, 5(M). 

5Tyler Whitley, ''Wilder Got Honorariums as Va. Senator," Richmorrl 
News Leaaer ~ 1 November 1986..l 15, 21 (M) (Saba.to quote) : ''Wilder Drew Fees 
as Senator, r Richmond Times-uiWe'ftsh( 2 rovember +9~6, B2 (C) ; ~ anonYJ!OUS 
sources were part.iciilar I y prn m explallllllg Wilder s noti ves 
surroun::lin;J his acceptance of speak.in;r fees. 
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his demams for a fee an:i expenses. One group that did pay Wilder was an 

alumni group fran Norfolk State University. For appearing at a "roast" 

in his honor, Wilder walkBd away with $1500. 6 

Two events in particular really show how the fee process worked 

with Wilder. One was the failed attempt to get Wilder to speak in 

Covington at a neeting of the Virginia Fireman's Association. 'Ihe group 

exterrled the invitation in Dec.ember, 1985. In mid-February, Wilder 

accepted the invitation an:i directed the group to deal with Judith 

Arrlerson. Everything seemed. to be going well. 'As of April 2, Wilder 

still planned to go to the August event. Then, in late May, the group 

declined to let Wilder come because he wanted $2000 to cover the costs 

of using a state helicopter to go to Covington. Gerald Burks, one of the 

events organizers, wrote Anderson that 1'we did not expect to bear the 

total traveling expenses when we exterrled the invitation. 117 

Another example was Wilder's dealings with BISCO, an organization 

in easte?.n Virginia. BISCO was an economic development partnership that 

specialized in cultivating the growth of small businesses. They wanted 

Wilder to speak at an event in May, 1986. BISOO had to agree to pay 

Wilder $1500 plus expenses before he would come. Only after BISCO agreed 

6r.. Ixluqlas Wilder, to Joe I.Duis Simmons, 2 December 1985, "Wilder 
Papersf" Box 12 (Wilder quote); stacy Burrs, to Judith Arrlerson, 14 July 
1986, 'Wilder Pa~, 11 Box 8; Olarles Pleasants, to Judith Amerson, 23 
December 1985, ''Wilder Papers," Box 11. 

7~ Rice an:i Gerald Burks, to L. ~las Wilder, 31 December 1985(, 
''Wilder Papers, 11 Box 12; L. ~as Wilder, to ~· ce a.rrl Gerala 
Burks, 18 February 1986 c ''Wilder , " Box 12; L. las Wilder, to 
William T. Wilson, 2 April 1986.L.''W' der ~' 11 Box 12; d Burks, to 
Judith Amerson, 30 May 1986, "Wilder Papers, 11 Box 12 (Burks quote). 
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to the fee, would Wilder say for sure if he was a:xnirg. 8 

Wilder also worked to rre.rrl sarre old fences in the fall of 1986. 

One event conceme::i itself with the nost battered fence from Wilder's 

past, the 1982 Pickett incident. In 1986, Pickett was running" for 

Congress in the seco:rrl district. In this district, Wilder would be able 

to have Som2 influence as he held sway with many of the black activists 

who :made up the party machinery in Norfolk. Rather than sitting on the 

sidelines, Wilder went to Norfolk in early October a:rrl e:rrlorsed Pickett. 

The event was in Norfolk a:rrl was attended by :many of those activists 

that Pickett would need at the grassroots level. He adde::l that the 

affair with Pickett in 1982 was never personal arrl that he like::l 

Pickett's commitment to fiscal conservatism. Neither did Wilder express 

rerrorse for his actions in 1982. His explanation was, "CXven has changed. 

I have c:ha.n:;red. People have change::I. 119 

'Ille political community acte::l like this was a spur of the :rroment 

thing, but Wilder had let it be kna.m much earlier that he intended to 

support Pickett. As early as his inauguration, Wilder :made his 

intentions clear. He said, "I'll campaign for him. I told him that." 

Again, Wilder announced at the party's Jefferson-Jackson cay Dinner that 

he was supporting Pickett. This cam2 after Pickett had e:rrlorsed Wilder's 

8tterb eateman, to L. [buqlas Wilder, 17 May 1986, ''Wilder Papers, 11 

Box 12; Joy~ I..arqston, to Judith Amerson (phone m2Ssage), 28 April 1986, 
''Wilder Papers, 11 Box 12; Herb eateman to Judith Amerson, 2 May 1986, 
''Wilder Papers," Box 12; L. Couglas wiider, to Herb eatenan, 2 May 1986, 
''Wilder Papers, 11 Box 12 • 

911Saying 'CMen Has Cba.rne::l ' Wilder Hails Pickett's Bid " Richrno:rrl 
Times-Di~tch, 11 October 1986, 'B2 (C); ''Wilder NCM Firrls Pickett Is Best 
canlidate~ Richmorrl News leader, lb October 1986, 15(M) (Wilder quote). 
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1985 bid. Prior to this, Wilder had also net with Pickett arrl Levi 

Willis, the premier black :power broker in Norfolk. 10 

D.rring this ti.ma, there was also the issue of taxation in 

Virginia. 'Ihe federal gove.rnment reforms of 1986 were set to take 

effect, arrl Virginians were grapplin;:; with the question of what to do 

with the extra m:::mey the state would get from federal reforms. 'Ihose 

federal refonas had eliminated. many of the tax loopholes in the federal 

tax code. 'Ihus, the gross taxable income level was raised, arrl would 

result in higher tax payments on the state level. Wilder could not 

afford to stay away from an issue like this. He chose a Southside venue, 

SUrry County, to unveil some of his thoughts on the matter. He spoke at 

the dedication of a new goverrrrrent center there in October, 1986. 11 

'Ihe speech, at first, went like any other. He praised the county 

for its efforts to build its new government center, especially 

consider.in;:; the fact that SUrry was a county with limited resources. He 

looked very favorably on the county's decision to use pay-as-you-go 

financin;:; to erect the center. Best of all for Wilder, SUrry was do.in;:; 

this without a tax increase. As Wilder continued to speak, he began to 

liken Surry's efforts to those of Reagan. He said Virginia, in dealing 

with the tax wirrlfall, needed the sarre type of fortitude that the 

1001ar1es Cox, ''History Was on a lot of Virginians' Minds, 11 Richnond 
Tirres-Di~tch, 12 January 1986, A12 (C) (Wilder cwote) ; Tam Sherwcxxl, 
11Yesteiday s Feuding D.lo, Tcday's symbols of Unity, ' Wa.$hin::rton Fbst, 13 
Febn.lafl 1986, VAl, VA7 (Va Blue). 

1 'IWilder to Speak at Cedication," Sussex-sun.y Dispatch, 15 October 
1986, 1. 
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citizens of SUrry County had. 12 

Specifically, Wilder said that Virginians should not pay higher 

aggregate state taxes as a result of federal reforms. In order to cut 

the overall tax bill, Wilder called for a cut in "the tax on non

prescription drugs. 11 He added that the state needed to tighten the 

current system of corrplex regulations an::l loopholes, much as had been 

done at the federal level. For Wilder, this meant tax breaks for lower 

and middle income Virginians. 'Ibis was in contrast to a GOP plan to 

simply return the windfall to taxpayers. Wilder's plan was to eliminate 

tax breaks for wealthy Virginians. He argued that sinply returning the 

money would keep an unfair system in place. 13 

As the days rolled on, Wilder sp:::ike more about his plans for taxes 

in Virginia. A day after the SUrry speech, he was in Charlottesville, 

speaking to Family Services, Inc. He rer:ieated his call for cutting taxes 

on over the counter drugs arrl tax credits for lower arrl middle income 

persons. A week later, he took things a step further. He announced his 

support for a plan to cut taxes on senior citizens arrl blirrl persons. He 

repeated his vif!.N that the state should not get extra revenue from 

federal refonn.s. 'Ihis was during a tine when SOITE legislators were 

calling for the state to keep the money arrl spend it. In addition, 

Wilder wanted to drop the cap on rredical expense deductions. He said 

1211Government Center I:edicated, '' SUssex-Surry Dispatch, 29 October 
1986, 1. 

1311Wilder Favors state Tax Revision," Richmorrl Nev.IS leader, 27 
October 1986, 15, 22 (M) (Wilder quote); Dale Eisman, 11Wilder: Unfair Tax 
Coo.e Is Aim of GOP, " llichmord Tirres-Disp3.tch, 2 7 October 1986, Bl, B4 ( C) ; 
''Wilder Hits GOP on Taxes, 11 Fauquier Derocx::rat, A9. 
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this would save Virginia taxpayers $27 million. 14 

'lhe speeches in SUrry County ani those that follCMed were 

important in tem.s of Wilder's positioning. In one sense, he appealed to 

the Old Guard by praising their aphrodisiac, pay-as-you-go financing. 

But, by saying tlungs as he did, he appealed to a wider spectrum of 

Virginians. His fights for lCMer taxes on the poor ani attempts to rn.t 

the tax on over the counter drugs would resonate well with progressives 

who had long charrpioned those issues in Virginia. Saying that the state 

should not get rrore revenue from fed.era! reforms, ani that the state 

should not sinply keep the rroney arrl spend it would help him rrold 

hirnself as a fiscal conservative for 1989. 

Taxation was not the only issue Wilder was using to position 

hirnself early in his tenn as Lieutenant Governor. rate in November, 

1986, Wilder again used crine as an issue upon which to build a better 

public image. 'lbe occasion vJaS the F.astern Anned Robbery Conference in 

Virginia Beach. He came out in favor of a plan that said a life sentence 

automatically entailed. no parole. In addition, he said first degree 

nrurder should be a minimum 20 year sentence. Un:ler Virginia laws at the 

time, a lifer could l::le out in 15 years. A first degree nrurderer with a 

20 year sentence could be out in 12 years. Urrler Wilder's plan, capital 

murderers would get either the death penalty or life without parole. To 

14"Tax cuttm;r Measure SUggested by Wilder II Richmon:l Times-oi~tc.h 
31 october 1986, B6(C); Bill Wasson, "W1.lder Says His Plan Will Aid iri:i~ 
Elderlx, 11 Ridm'on:l News I.eadei;, 8 November 1986, 15 (M) ; ''Wilder U:rg~ Tax 
Break, Fau~er D:roc>crat, 13 November 1986, AS; ''Wilder Offers Highlights 
of Tax Plan~Richmorid Tlltles-Dispatch, 17 November 1986, Bl(l star). 
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open up prison space, he called for alternative sentenci.ng for non

violent offerrlers. '!his tough stance on crime brought the praise of the 

Riclnnom Times-Dispatch, which termed his speech "a valuable 

contribution to the public debate. 1115 'Ihe crime issue allCMed Wilder to 

position himself well. After all, Wilder was rDw seen as an alternative 

to the Baliles Derr£:x::rats who appeared to favor conjugal visits for 

comemned killers. 'Ihat image of Derr£:x::rats was one that the Republicans 

would not be able to hang on DJug Wilder duri.ng the 1989 gubernatorial 

sweepstakes. 

k3 the year ended, the Rabb-Wilder feud was beginning to flare up 

anew. Before the new year, the fight would come to a head and then die 

down, not to rise publicly again during Wilder's tenn as Lieutenant 

Governor. 'Ihis was a feud that could hurt both men. But, it could also 

help them. Robb could win points for 1988. Wilder could work on creating 

his in:iependent position for 1989. What happened in December, 1986 was a 

culmination of everythin;J that had happened between Robb and Wilder 

since the late 1970s, and what had happened publicly since November, 

1985. 'Ihere were events like the Pickett Affair and Wilder's attacks on 

Robb follCMing the 1985 election. 16 

1511Wilder to Seek Bill for ID:r:iger Sentences," Richmom Tine5-
Di~tch, 21 November 1986, B6(C); ''Wilder Plan Is to Raise stakes for 
Vio ent Crime~ 11 Richmom News leader, 21 November 1986.t 7(M); ''Mr. Wilder 
on Crime," Richrrorid Tl.IlleS-Dispatch, 25 November 19ts6, A12 {C) {Tine5-
Dispatch quote) • 

1~1er Whitley "only IDsers May Emerge from Dem:Jcratic 'Brawl '" 
Riclnnom News leader~ 5 Decelnber 1986, :4 (M) ; Kent Jenkins, Jr. L ''Rol::b 
Breaks~y with Wilder: won't Back Gubernatorial Ambitions" .k<OaI'lOke 
~~rld News, 4 December 1986, Al(M); Tyler Whitley, 11f::ien.rnts1 

Public Feud I.Dr.q Coming," Richmorrl News leader, 6 December 1.986, 1, 4 (M). 
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'Ihe December war's first shots were fired durin;J late November. 

Once again, Paul Goldman was the shooter. In a speech in Williamsburg to 

the First Con:;JreSSional District Black Caucus, Goldman chastised Robb 

arrl the DIC for tryin;J to push blacks arrl others out of the party in 

1988. He added that these same types had tried to keep Wilder from 

runnin;J in 1985. 'Ihis salvo came at a time when Wilder had been excluded 

from a DIC event in Williamsburg. Will Marshall claimed that Wilder 

never joined the DIC. He added that Wilder could come as a guest. 17 

Again, Wilder lashed out at the DIC. 'Ihe venue this time was a 

television shc:w with Julian Borrl. 'Ihe shc:w was taped in early December, 

arrl its contents hit the news immerliately. He said the DLC arrl Jesse 

Jackson were roth wronq. Instead, he called for the Cerncx::rats to appeal 

to all. Additionally, Wilder felt it wronq to ffi:3..ke one group more 

impJrtant than the other. He said the DI.C never follawed up with him 

about joinin;J. In the DI.C's defense, its executive director Will 

Marshall said the group did not exclude anyone. 18 

'Ihen, Chuck Robb unloaded on Doug Wilder. He announced that he 

would not suppJrt Wilder's run for Governor in 1989. Instead, he would 

back "any other credible Cerrocrat. 11 Later, Robb backed away from this a 

bit. He did aa:::use Wilder of pl..lSlrin;J Baliles arrl his supporters aside. 

Robb added that he had been advised to tennina.te his association with 

17'!Yler Whitley, ''Wilder consultant Says [.)eroc)crats Can't Win on 
Race 1 " Richrnorrl News leader, 24 November 1980, 27 (M); "~ts Don't 
Invic.e Wilder, 11 Richrocmd. Times-Di:;match, 24 November 1986, B2 (C). 

18:cru.e Eisman, ''Wilder Will Air Concerns on TV," Richmond Times
D~, 2 ~ 1986..! Bli B4(C); Tyler Whitley, "Wilder 
1 erstarrls' leadership counci 's Role, 11 Fo.chrnorrl News leader, 2 
Cecernber 1986, 19(M). 
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Wilder. 19 • 

To worsen matters, Robb released. copies of COrre.5IX)rrlence related 

to Wilder. '!he letters generally attacked Wilder's irrleperrlence arrl said 

that it would be hard for Robb and others to support Wilder in 1989. '!he 

first letter was written in late November, 1985 after Goldman had 

questioned Robb's role in the election. In this letter, Robb questioned 

Wilder's abilities to manage. He told Wilder that many who supported 

Wilder in 1985 would not be around in 1989 if Wilder and Goldman 

continued. their attacks. In this letter, Robb spelled. out what he felt 

he had done on Wilder's behalf. He said that his office helped with 

issues managerre.nt, fun::1raising- and scheduling-. 'Ihese assertions were in 

a rremo compiled by Robb staffer Judy Griswald. '!he Griswald memo was 

attached. to the November letter. '!he secorrl letter was written in 

August, 1986. It said Wilder was off-base when he claimed that the DIC 

was tryin:J to take credit for the victories of 1985. Also, in August, 

Robb aide Iavid McCloud wrote a letter to Paul Goldman complaining about 

Goldman's staterrents. '!he two iret, and McCloud attributed the statements 

to 1 . , 20 
JX) itics. 

19Kent Jenkins, Jr., "Robb Breaks Openly with Wilder, Won't Back 
Gubernatorial Ambitions," Al (M) (Robb quote) ; Ibnald P. Baker, "Robb Says 
Wilder Aliena.ted Him: 'Very Difficult to SUpp:)rt Governor Bid, He 
Asserts " Washirgton Fbst, 4 cecember 1986, Bl, 1!7 (OC) • 

20r::a1e Eisman, ''Robb Letters Shew An:;Jer with Wilder, 11 Richrrorrl Times
Di~tch, 4 O:cernber 1986, Al, Al5(C); 'Iy'ler Whitley, "Rabb Letters 
Qu ion Wilder's Trustworthiness, 11 Richrrorrl News Leader< 4 December 1986 
1, 4(M); Kent Jenkins, Jr., "Robb Breaks()pe.rily with Wilder, Won't Bade 
Gubernatorial Arnbi tions, 11 Roanoke Times arrl Wor1.d News l 4 December 1986, 
Al(M); TVler Whitley, ''Robb, Staff Spent Mudi Tine on Folitics, Letters to 
Wilder ShCM, 11 Richmord News Leader, 4 O:cernber 1986, 4 (M) ; Iale Eisman, 
''Wilder's Attacks Wore Hls Patience o..rt, Robb Says, 11 Richrrorrl Times
Dispatch, 5 Cecember 1986, Al, A9(2 star). 
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Robb also used the letters to speculate as to why Wilder was 

lashing out at him. He carre up with several reasons that may have 

explaine1 why. First, Goldman may have been mad that he could not get a 

job with Robb in 1981. Second, Robb speculated that Wilder and Goldman 

were jealous that Robb's benefactors did not dona.teas nruch to Wilder in 

1985. Additionally, Robb argued that Wilder might be afraid that Robb 

would run for Governor again in 1989, or that Wilder was trying to 

11extort 11 Robb's sup:r:ort for 1989. Robb also suggested that Wilder was 

l(X)king for martyrdom should he not win in 1989, and that Wilder was 

l(X)king to gain rrore stature nationally than Jesse Jackson amc.mc:, 

blacks. 21 

Actually, Robb see..JTed t.o overl(X)k the obvious. Wilder was 

distancing himself from PDbb an::l B:lliles so that he could position 

him.self for 1989. Furi:henrore, Wilder wanted the appearance that he was 

his awn man, and could wj11 in 1989 on his c,.,.,n merits. Arrl, Wilder wanted 

any potential rival to know the pitfalls of opp:)Sing him for the 

nomination ir1 1989. Namely, they would be cormnitting them.selves to a 

fight no one would really win. 

Wilder's reply to the letters was 11shock 11 that Robb would release 

them. He said he would never have released such letters. He said Robb 

had created the feud because he did not get enough credit for Wilder's 

victory in 1985. Wilder claimed that Robb was really mad at Goldman, 

21Margie Fisher, 11Robb Staff Aided Wilder quupaign: GOP Cries Foul 
as Letters Reveal Mministration's Role in Election," Roanoke Tirres arrl 
World News, 5 D2cernber 1986, A8 (M). 
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an::i, 11I cannot control whatever Paul says. 11 He said that Robb's actions 

called into question his ability to be President. Wilder said that he 

would keep on sayinJ what he believed. He added that it was s'tran3'e that 

Robb never sirrq,ly picked up the phone an::i diso.issed his differences. 

Wilder assured folks that he an::l Robb were still frierx:ls, an::i that, "I'm 

only a phone call away. 1122 

'lllen, as in the past, Wilder played the race card. He said that 

the November letter was racial in nature. He referred to the line when 

Robb referred to "an awful lot of us [who] put our reputations on the 

line for you." Wilder, claiminJ to be stunned, said, ''What is meant by 

this is [somethinJJ I would not like to believe. '!hat is one of the 

reasons I didn't answer that letter." Just a few days later, however, 

Wilder backed away from that statement. He added that he never meant to 

irrq)ly that Robb or the letters were racist. He said he was stunned 

because the letter seemed out of character for Robb. a.it, reporters felt 

that Wilder was charginJ his tune. 'llley were of the belief that Wilder 

nodded yes when asked questions regarding the racial nature of Robb's 

letter. 23 'llle truth would be lost to the ages. Perhaps Wilder was 

22R. H. Melton, ''While TrVin;J to Close Rift, Wilder ~ts 
Criticisms: He Scores Robb's letters an::i Calls Group 'Demeanihcr '" 
W~n Post, 5 Decelnber 1986 B3(0C); Margie Fisher, "Roob's still 1My 
Fri,Wilder Says, 11 Roanoke Times and World News, 5 Decelnber 19861 
Al(M); Kent Jenkins,. Jr.~ "Robb Breaks ~y with Wilder, Won't Bacx: 
Gubernatorial Ambitions,' Al{M) (contra~); Dale Eisman, ''Robb 
letters Show ~er with Wilder., 11 Al, A15 (C) ; ler Whitley, "Robb letters 
Question Wilder's Trustworthiness," 4 1986, 1, 4 (M) (i:oone 
quote). 

23Dale Eisman, ''Wilder SUggests letter May Hold Racial overtones, 11 

Richmorrl Times-Dispatch 5 ~ 1986, Al A9(C) (Rabb an::i Wilder 
ql,lotes); Dile Eisman, •'wilder Rebuts Reports He Raised Racial Issues," 
Richmorrl. Times-Dispatch, 11 ~ 1980, Al, AlO(C). 
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look.in;; at sare sort of reconciliation with Rabb when he :recanted his 

statements. After all, he had already brought in race arrl galvanized his 

supporters in the black canm.mity. His purposes were served. 

'!he letters did cause another uproar. '!he state GOP pointed out 

that Robb staffers doin:;J political work on state tirre was improper. '!hey 

wanted to see just how much state m::,ney was used. I..eadin;J the cha:t:ge 

were state party chair I:onald Huffman arrl formar Attorney General 

Marshall Coleman. Calls for an inquiry were wron;J according to Jahn 

Cllichester, the man whom Wilder defeated in 1985. Cllichester said that 

such actions were "politics." 'Ihe m::>St that came of the situation was a 

GOP resolution callin:;J such actions wron;J am sayin:;J there should be a 

state law banrri.rg them. 24 

As the days dragged on, so did the exasperation from the feud. 

Many were sayin:;J it was tirre for a resolution. One of them was Delegate 

Tom Moss, who made that assessment at a DIC event in Williamsburg. He 

said the two should try to work out their differences. Another person 

who thought this was Governor Gerald Baliles. He announced that he would 

meet with the two arrl help them work out their differences. 25 

On the sane day of Baliles's armouncerrent, Joel Harris called 

2)1argie Fisher, ''Robb Staff Aided Wilder campaign: GOP Cries Foul 
as letters Reveal Administration's Role in Election, 11 AB (Ml; IMaY!'}e 
Yarc.ey, "Chichester Rejects Calls for Inquiry: ''!bat's Politics, h Roanoke 
Tines am World News, 5 December 1986 Ar(M) (Cllichester quote); "GOP 
Criticizes Robb's Help to Wilder, 11 Rid'noorrl Tines-Di~tch, 8 December 
1986, Bl(C); Rob Eure, "~licans Dernan1 Inquiry in Robb's Aid to 
Wilder's Race," Roanoke Tines arrl World News, 8 December 1986, Al(M). 

25R.H. Melton, ''Wilder Feud Trails Rabb to Williamsburq Parley," 
w~ Post, 12 December 1986, A3(0C); 'fyler Whitley(, "Baliies to Meet 
w~Robb to Talk over Growirg Dispute," Richmom News Leader, 5 
December 1986, 1, 4(M). 
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Robb's office to set up a meetirq between Robb arrl Wilder. 'Ihe day 

before, Wilder said he would meet if that would "save the party." 

B:31.iles would not be a party to this maetirq. Wilder was paintirq the 

meetin:J request as a unilateral action on his part. Five days later, it 

was announced that Robb arrl Wilder would ireet in the near future. 

B:31.iles had already talked to l:::oth of them separately, but nothing came 

of that. 26 

'Ihe meeti.rq was set for Cecember 17, 1986 at Robb's northern 

Virginia law office. 'Ihe meeti.rq actually took place at Robb's home arrl 

lasted. for three hours. 'Ihe press was not all0.ved into the Robb home, 

but Robb's wife was nice enough to send them some homemade fudge. Both 

m211 issue::l press releases proclaimin;; the meeti.rq a success. 'Ibey 

ple::lge::l to continue meeti.rq so that they could avoid future conflict. 27 

It appeared that the Robb-Wilder feud was over, or at least put to 

rest for a while. Wilder got what he wanted from the feud. Namely, he 

was able to distance himself from the B:31.iles-Robb CT"CMti in the public 

eye. Furthe:more, he was able to establish himself as a pa.ver within the 

party. 'Ibis would dissuade others from enteri.rq the nomination contest 

for 1989. 'Ihe fact that he publicly rode up with Robb was only a bonus. 

26nale Eisman, ''Wilder Asks for Meet-4B with Robb," Richmon::1 Tiroes
DiWitch, 6 Cecember 1986, Al, A15(C) (Wilder quote); 11\hlder Seeks 
Mee llXJ with Robb," Richmon::1 News Leader, 6 December 1986, 4 (M}; Tyler 
Whitley, "Robb, Wilder Plan 'SUrmni.t' on Differences," Richrron::1 ~ews 
leader 10 December 1986, 13, 16(M). 

~7"Robb, Wilder Plan Meet:µg Wednesday " Richrnon::1 News Leader 11 
December 1986, 19(M); Tyler Whitley arrl Peter Hardin, "Wilder-Robb Meetirg 
'Return to Non:nalcy, '" Richmorrl ~ews leader, 18 December 1986, 1, 4(M); 

· Da.le Eisman, "Robb-Wilder Parley called Prcrluctive," Richmon::l Tiroes
Di~ch.r.. ~8 December 1986, Al, A:12 (C); R. H. Melton, 11RobbL._W1lder Meet 
to .t.JU of Feud," Washin;:Jtqn Post, 18 ~ 1986.t~B7(u...:); "Wilder, 
Robb Reconcile," Fauquier Democrat, 25 I:e::eJ:nber 1986, M. 
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One potential rival for the 1989 Democratic nomination was already 

dissuaded. At the em. of 1986, Mary SUe Terry decided not to nm for 

Governor. But, she would not announce that decision for some time. Terry 

claillls that she was lookinq at wanting to do mre as Attorney General. 28 

But, the ti.min;;J of her decision points to something else: she did not 

want to be in a pitched battle with IX>ug Wilder. Time as Attorney 

General could not have been too big a factor. She still had three years 

left in that office. With Terry out of the way, Wilder was a virtual 

nominee. After all, IrOSt of the anti-Wilder activists were harging their 

hopes on Terry. 

If Wilder had not established himself early in his tenn, he would 

not have been the nominee in 1989. If Wilder had not been able to 

position himself, Terry would have been able to outmaneuver him for the 

nomination. Without that nomination, he would not have made history for 

the second time in the 1980s. 

28Macy SUe Terry, inta:view by author, 8 February 1996, Ric.hmJnd 
Virginia, namwritten notes. 
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Epil~Arrl the Rest Is History 

It has been said that nost people avoid conflict at all costs. 

Moreover, a few get into conflict and. are destroyed by it. And. then 

there is a final select group 'Who seek conflict and. waster it to their 

Orm purposes. 'That final group, according to t.'1e anea:iote, are the ones 

'Who are the rrost successful. 'As 1986 en::led, so did the race for the 1989 

Deroc>cratic Guberratorial nomination. With the pullout of Mary sue Te:rry, 

there was no se:.!'."ious c..'1.allen:Jer to Wilder left. The only person who did 

run was an obscure State Senator, Daniel Bird, who ma.de no headway. 'Ille 

conflict Wilder created and mastered had opened the door for his 

nomination. 

The fights with Ealiles and. Robb did sa:iething even more. 'Ibey 

allowed Wilder to run as a Cemocrat without having to answ-er for 

anything in the Baliles years, like sales tax increases or contact 

visits for death rcM i.nrrates. But, Wilder, by virtue of 1:Jeing the 

Deroc>cratic nominee, could still take credit for any :perceived gains in 

Virginia during t.'1e Rcbb-Baliles years. The ability to star:d away from 

Btliles would errl up be~ important, acco:rtl.ing" to p::illing data. A 

Septeral:::,er, 1989 I,X>ll showed that 60 percent of Virginians favored a 

p::ilicy change frcnn the Ealiles years. 1 Just imagine if Wilder had been a 

Btliles clone. His Republican opfOnent, Marshall Coleman, could have 

attacked him over those objectionable Btliles policies. But, Wilder's 

1Virginia Comrronwealth University, Commonwealth Poll, September 1989. 
Institute for Research in Social science, University of North carolina, 
O:lapel Hill, Data Llbrary Archival Study Number NNSP-NE-008. 
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p:::>Sitioning in the first year of his tenn prevented. such attacks. 

Wilder's rx,sitioning on the issues did pay off duri.rq the 1989 

election. On the issue of taxes, Wilder was able to credibly attack 

Marshall Coleman for not having a record of fighting taxes. On crirre, 

Coleman did attack Wilder for a 1977 vote against the death penalty for 

those corwicted of killing a police officer. But, Wilder's tough stances 

in recent years alla.1ed him to blunt attacks that should have doomed a 

statewide carrlidate to failure with Virginia's conservative electorate. 

Moreover, the success of Wilder's issue positioning was evident in a 

September, 1989 poll taken by the Washington Post, "Whidl found that 

Wilder was seen by voters as the :better carrlidate on the specific issues 

of crirre and taxes. 2 Wilder was successful on these issues because he 

had stake::'l. out his p:::>Sitions in 1986. True to p:::>Sitioning theory, Wilder 

cx::cupied the top p:::>Sition on crirre arrl taxes. 

'Ihe first year of Wilder's tenn also sha,.,ed sorrething else. It 

showed that COUg Wilder could get through tough political tbres. '!he 

builclinJ ccx:le violations arrl the uproar over speaking fees would have 

ended many political careers. But, Wilder had the fortitude to make it 

through those episcdes. Also, the fights with Robb and attacks on 

Baliles seemed to take sane focus off of Wilder's problems. '!he speaking 

fees issue would never rise again. 'Ihe house would only :be briefly 

mentioned in the 1989 campaign. 

In general, Wilder's tenn as Lieutenant Governor made it possible 

2Fdds, Claiming the Dream, 127-28, 186-89, 193. 
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for him to l::>e elected Governor. '!he first year of his tenn paved the way 

for nomination am severed ties to questionable Baliles policies. 'Iha:lgh 

the first year is not a sufficient explanation of Wilder's rise to the 

governorship, it is a necessary one. Had he not positioned hi.rtself in 

1986, [bug Wilder probably would have been pushed aside for the 

nomination by sarreone like Mary sue Ten:y or Richard Bagley. Even if 

Wilder had secured the nomination, Coleman could have tied him to 

Baliles, am that would alnost surely have swun:J the 3500 votes that 

would have doomed Wilder to defeat. 3 As it happened, however, Wilder did 

position himself as an independent power, am was successful. 

'Ihe first year of Coug Wilder's tenn as Lieutenant Governor was 

not negative in tenns of Wilder's political develo:r;:anent, as sarre writers 

have aJ:gUed. other writers, such as Margaret Edds, Conald Baker am 

D.vayne Yancey each contribute a piece of the story. But, by not usi.n;J 

positioni.n;J theory, they are doomed to seeirq 1986 in limited tenn.s. 

Indeed, Wilder's first year was an essential ifl3red.ient in his success. 

'!hat success is evident when viewed against the backdrop of positioni.n;J 

theory. 

3wilder's ~in of victory was 7000 votes. Author David Jones aJ:"gl:l.es 
that Wilder should have won by a much wider ~in. He blames racist 
voters for the close contest. He writes that racist votes for Wilder would 
have been cast arJYW!:iY. But, he never addresses the high black tmnout for 
Wilder. Without a black candidate, tw:nout would have been lower am:n;r 
both racists for am aqainst Wilder. 'Ihus, the racist votes bv blacks am 
whites actually cancelled each other out. In addition, ;)ones fails 
miserably when lle claims that Marshall Coleman was a weak can:tidate. For 
this djSOJSSioni see Iavid M. Jones, Racism as a Factor in the 1989 
Gubernatorial E ection of Cgug Wilder (I.ewiston, New' York: 'Ihe F.dwm 
Mellen Press, 1991). 
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