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Capitals atop the columns light the plaza at night creating dynamic shadows
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Section Perspectives

57



This screen was nice for its uniform texture 
and the minimal amount of inter ference with 
the view.  When placed  within view this screen 
easily dissolves , allowing the background im-
ages to appear in focus.  

However, af ter fur ther consideration, it 
seemed that this screen disappeared too eas-
ily  and did not contrast enough with the open 
glazing  of the garden spaces.  

material: bronze     open area: 37%    
weight: .50 lbs/sqft     thickness: .053”

material: aluminum        open area: 32%         
weight: .48 lbs/sqft        thickness: .130”

This rigid screen creates a very appealing fa-
cade from the outside, with its unique pattern 
of interlocking aluminum bands.  

Unfor tunately, the strong presence of the dis-
tinct horizontal and ver tical members give an 
affect similar to bars on the windows.   This 
screen is also fairly thin and, therefore, does 
not create the deep shadows of the other two 
screens tested.  

This option is the heaviest of the three and 
combines rigid stainless steel bars with a 
stainless steel rope woven into them.  This 
gives this screen a greater depth than the 
other two and the weaving breaks ups the 
strength in appearance of the horizontal steel 
members.   

Not only does this  screen cast intricate 
shadows, but its depth gives a directional-
ity to the screen so that from straight on it is 
semi-transparent and when viewed from other 
angles becomes opaque.  Given the similar di-
rectional nature of the residences, this screen 
seemed to most appropriately f it the project.  

material: stainless steel       open area: 32%       
weight: .90 lbs/sqft       thickness: .136”
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Screen Studies

Screening affect as on section model

view into residence garden

Choosing the appropriate metal 
fabric for the  screen was dif fi-
cult.  Three screen types were 
selected and then tested on 
the section model to determine 
which fulfilled all the desired 
functions.  It was important that 
the screen not be distracting as 
horizontal and vertical bars over 
the window, which would result 
in a feeling of incarceration for 
the residents.  Also a  key consid-
eration was that the percentage 
of open space allow for enough 
light into the residences for them 
to be comfortably day lit.  

Lastly, it was important for the 
screen appear opaque from a dis-
tance giving the towers a more 
solid look, while still being trans-
parent enough up close that the 
bearing walls still clearly read 
as dif ferent from the rest of the 
towers.  To help further empha-
size the strong structural walls, 
at the top the metal fabric ends 
and the walls protrude above the 
screen announcing their pres-
ence.  
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Building Sections
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“Seam 3”

“Interlock 2”

“Hinge 3”

“Hinge 4”
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Pos t sc r i p t

In reflecting on the project, it 
became apparent that the meet-
ing of the two programs was less 
of a joint and more of a union.  
Through the graphic studies, the 
layering of inks brought a real-
ization that when two overlap 
they create a third level with-
in their transparencies.  This is 
very similar to the design for this 
building, in that the meeting of 
the two make a third space and 
a third program.    

This union not only occurs in the 
physical meeting of the building 
but also in the functional and ex-
periential as well.  It is a place 
where learning is not just part of 
the day, but a real part of life.  
This is the real success of the 
thesis.  This building brings the 
school into the life of the fam-
ily as a place for gathering af-
ter school hours and brings the 
school into the life of the commu-
nity as a energizing moment on 
the street in a once abandoned 
urban area.  
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