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INTRODUCTION 

The emphasis on the protection of our environment has never been 

greater than today. In every aspect of our lives--governmental, indust- 

rial, social--we are bombarded with the call to eliminate degradation of 

our land and to utilize our resources more effectively. This is 

especially true in the mining industry. The paradox exists where-by we 

must degrade the land to further industrial development and to satisfy 

our standard of living and at the same time satisfy consumer pressure to 

prevent such waste of our countryside. Efficient reclamation procedures 

were not considered economically feasible until the OPEC countries 

quadrupled oil prices, which warranted searches for previously unminable 

coal. Now, in order to supply the need for coal as well as to maintain 

environmental quality, practices to restore the land have become mand- 

atory. 

Methods for achieving these practices have been somewhat haphazard, 

resulting in acid-mine drainage problems, reduced quality of surface run- 

off, as well as deleterious effects on water from poorly organized spoil. 

Remedy of this situation is beginning to be felt since laws have been 

passed which require the proper reclamation of currently mined land. 

Studies being conducted on plant life capable of existing on spoil 

(unweathered rock with little nutrient content and low pH) are resulting 

in successful combinations of flora which can return the area to a 

productive and beautiful landscape in a relatively short period of time. 

Good reclamation practices call for subsurface placement of damaging 

strata in spoil piles to retard oxidation of compounds such as pyrite



(which produces complex sulfates that damage stream life and affect 

quality). However, the operator of the removal equipment is not always 

familiar with the deleterious strata involved, and appearance and compos- 

ition of the strata is variable. Studies analyzing coal-associated rock 

layers for elements which can contribute to water quality have only 

recently been undertaken. 

The U.S. Forest Service, Northeastern Forest Experiment Station 

laboratory in Berea, Kentucky, has the capability to chemically analyse 

highwall samples. With facilities now available that are capable of 

providing this service, more mine operators will be able to pinpoint 

troublesome strata quickly and utilize this information to better reclaim 

their mined land. Speedy reclamation is to the benefit of the coal 

companies as well as to the public, since legislation requires retention 

of permit fees if previously stated time periods elapse with insufficient 

reclamation results. Information such as this, then, is beneficial to all 

parties concerned because it not only can aid the operator to more 

completely and effectively reclaim the land, but it can reduce the dam- 

age potential to the surrounding landscape and watersheds. 

In November and December, 1968, Consolidation Coal Company, while 

exploring the Coal River Mountain area of Raleigh County, West Virginia, 

(fig. 1) for minable coal, drilled two cores (#14 - 400', #13 - 450'). 

These cores, along with data from a drill site (#22 - 480') tested in 

February, 1969, were subsequently submitted to the U.S. Forest Service's 

Forest Products Marketing Laboratory in Princeton, West Virginia. 

William T. Plass, principal plant ecologist, who has set up water quality 

studies in the area, has kept them in storage for use in this study.



Since 1969, Consolidation Coal Company has been mining Coal River 

Mountain, which affects an area including four watersheds (fig. 1). In 

cooperation with Consolidation Coal, the Forest Service has monitored 

discharge, precipitation, and several stream quality parameters such as 

alkalinity (defined in this study as the buffering capacity of the 

water body), pH, temperature, and concentrations of selected elements 

(metals and nonmetals) since mining began, analyses of which are completed 

at the laboratory in Berea, Kentucky. The purpose of these studies has 

been to determine the effects of mining on stream runoff. A computer 

model which simulates the effects of these parameters on the total water 

quality of the watershed has been originated and developed by Connell, 

Shanholtz, and Contractor [3] of VPI&SU. 

From these water quality studies, large concentrations of calcium 

and magnesium have been observed. Since sandstone and shale, the pre- 

‘dominant rock types, are not composed primarily of calcium or magnesium, 

it has been suggested [18] that certain sandstone strata contain calcar- — 

eous cements, which during weathering, release calcium and magnesium 

into the drainage. Verification of the location and concentration of 

these elements by use of scanning electron microscope (SEM) is one of 

the objectives of this study. 

Sulphur concentration in spoil always has been a problem contri- 

buting to acid-mine drainage. fortunately, in this section of West 

Virginia the strata adjacent to the coal seams as well as the coal 

itself contain little sulphur, and acid-mine drainage here is not a 

problem. However, development of a method for determining concen- 

trations in these rock layers would prove to be useful in predicting



sulfate concentrations in other water quality studies. Another 

objective of this study is to apply these determined concentrations 

from SEM analysis to the mathematical model of Connell and others 

[3] thereby expanding the model to include geologic factors contributed 

by strata compositions. 

To accomplish these objectives, the cores were delivered for 

sampling to VPI&SU, courtesy of the Forest Service. Use of the SEM was 

provided by the Fbrestry-Wood Technology Department of VPI&SU. 

The validity of such a project is reflected in the needs of mining 

operators to become familiar with rock layers being extracted in order 

to more efficiently stockptle the noneconomic rock for subsequent 

reclamation. This more carefully planned reclamation will provide 

maximum environmental protection for long periods of weathering with — 

minimum recovery time and cost to the mining companies.



LITERATURE REVIEW 

Description of the Area 
  

West Virginia can be separated into three provinces [20] depending 

on the physiography of the area and the structure and stratigraphy of the 

coal-bearing and associated strata. Province 1 extends from the southern 

to the northeastern borders of the state. Province 2 comprises the 

northcentral section of the state, including the entire counties of 

Preston and Upshur and portions of Barbour, Randolph, Marion, Monongalia, 

Mineral, Grant, and Harrison counties. Province 3 extends into the 

northwestern section where heaviest mining occurs, with revegetation and 

water quality problems being the most severe here. The study conducted 

by Smith [20] concentrates on the testing and analysis of spoil and 

highwall concentrations of elements in Provinces 2 and 3. Province ] 

does not have significant problems with revegetation and so has not been 

studied in detail. 

Physiographically, Province 1 is the remnant of a plateau which is 

dissected by streams and rivers to produce steeply sloping ridges and 

narrow valleys, in contrast to Provinces 2 and 3, where the land is more 

gently rolling, the result of a slightly eroded plateau. In Raleigh 

county, the northwestern section of which includes the Coal River 

Mountain area, the rivers contributing to the formation of such topo- 

graphy are Sandlick Creek and Clear Fork, tributaries of the Big Coal 

River (fig. 1). The two watersheds emphasized in this study lie on the 

flanks of the Coal River Mountain ridge--Stover B on the northeast and 

Wingrove A facing the southwest. Streams feeding into the Clear Fork



are Workman's Creek and the drainage from the Stover watersheds A and B. 

Wingrove Creek flows from Wingrove A to join its other half, which 

originates in Wingrove B, and the resulting stream flows southeast to 

Sandlick Creek. Drainage from the Dillon watershed also flows into this 

fork. The two principal peaks in the area of mining are Pack's Knob, 

the location of core #13, and Irish Lick Knob (fig. 1) where core #14 

was drilled. Pack's Knob, elevation 3,000', divides Workman and Stover A 

watersheds. Irish Lick Knob separates the Stover A and Wingrove A 

watersheds. 

The headquarters of the Consolidation Coal Company operation are 

located in Workman's Creek watershed which was mined during the 1960's 

and is presently being reclaimed. Active mining is being conducted on 

Stover A and B, and in Wingrove A. Stover A was first disturbed in late 

1969 when road construction was begun. Mining on Stover B watershed 

originated in 1972 and 1973, while Wingrove A was not disturbed until 

the fall of 1973. 

Pennsylvanian and Permian age rocks comprise the strata of the 

region. The Pennsylvanian strata represent two coal basins, the earlier 

of which includes the Charleston, Kanawha, New River and Pocahontas 

Formations. The latter includes the Pottsville and Allegheny Formations 

(fig. 2). The Permian strata begin above the Waynesburg coal seam with 

the Dunkard Formation. 

Province 1 includes the oldest coal beds (Pennsylvanian age) which 

were formed in an intermittently subsiding basin which was the drainage 

area for the Appalachian region to the south. The sediments composing 

the rocks in this area, therefore, are derived from this older source.



A shifting alluvial system dissected the swamp environment causing 

lateral variations in sedimentation and coal bed thicknesses. The coals 

of Province 1 are of low sulphur content, with the average sulphur 

content of Raleigh County coals in the Kanawha formation at 0.80% [30]. 

The coal is semi-bituminous with a high carbon content, and is of metal- 

lurgical grade. Significant economical seams of this Formation are 

the Peerless coal, the Campbell Creek (#2 Gas) coal seam and the Upper, 

Middle, and Lower Eagle seams (fig. 3). If the area were surface-mined, 

the Powellton also would be economical. All of the Eagle coals are 

mined and mixed together during transportation to the washing operation 

in Workman's Creek. (By West Virginia law, the haulback method of 

mining is required, so valley fills occur in Wingrove A and Stover B). 

Calcium and magnesium concentrations compensate for sulfate contamination 

and aid in neutralization of the spoil and surface runoff. The shales 

and siltstones contain nodules and Tenses of, and in some places are 

cemented by, siderite (FeC03). Marine and fresh water limestones are 

rare and occur almost exclusively in the Kanawha Formation.



Sedimentation: and: Water Quality as Affected by Mining 

Sediment control is the most difficult problem to solve in the 

reclamation process [22]. Many factors contribute to this problem, some 

of which are unavoidable, caused by mining practices or by the lag time 

necessary for revegetation to occur on the spoil or by the composition 

of the spoil itself. 

Mining practices often necessitate crossing of drainage in the entry 

to and exit from the mining area. Heavy trucks as well as removal equip- 

ment must be moved into position and the transportation of coal to rail- 

yards often requires extensive distances to be travelled by these trucks. 

Consequently, streams and/or drainage areas will be disturbed and sedi- 

ment will be contributed to the hydrologic system. The law requires in 

the state of Virginia that bridges must be built over any drainage-way 

[2], but sediment removal will still occur as the landscape is disturbed 

by access road building and heavy travel on these unpaved roads. 

Due to the methods involved with surface mining, reclamation of this 

land often requires rearrangement of the drainage pattern of the region. 

Valley areas can be filled in during regrading and, although attempts 

are generally made to retain the original drainage pattern, it still is 

altered. This can produce a higher sediment load, resulting in a 

greater problem in this drainageway. 

Problems due to the lag time required between planting and stab- 

ilization occur especially in contour mining, where the outer Slopes are 

steep. "The first six months after completion of strip mining on steep 

terrain are critical to the quality of both the land and the water 

resources nearby." [22] For the time interval after deposition of the



spoil on the slope and before stabilization by revegetation, erosion is 

a major problem. Also, due to the lack of vegetation on these slopes, 

a greater amount of runoff is discharged into the drainage below. 

For residents of the valley below strip-mined sites, sedimentation 

can destroy the fertility of the land by depositing acidic, unfertile 

soil on the surface as well as destroying the beauty of the stream and 

the quality of the water for livestock and human consumption. The 

ecological balance of the stream with an overload of sediment can be 

severely disrupted by the occurrence of fishkills and biological des- 

truction. This is due to the acidity of the sediment and the blanketing 

effect caused by sediment deposition on the bottom which interferes with 

the photosynthesis of plants there. 

One remedy in use to control this situation is to build settling 

ponds on the benches and natural drainage areas to allow for settling 

out of the larger sediment fragments [22](fig. 14). This is accomplished by 

allowing the discharge from the mine area to enter the pond and by permit- 

ting only the overflow to continue downstream. Siltation of ponds after 

a period of time is a limiting factor to their use. Care must also be 

exercised in locating bench ponds since a significant occurrence of clay 

minerals in the strata underlying such ponds may contribute to potential 

Slide areas when saturated. Another remedy is to build weirs or 

controlled flow locations [23] along the stream's downward path to 

obstruct the flow and to allow for changes in velocity to cause settling 

out of larger particles. Filters may also be used as well as addition 

of coagulating compounds to remove iron compounds.
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Despite such practices to remove sediment, prevention of the 

problem is impossible and can only be lessened by more careful mining 

and revegetative procedures, 

Ground water quality is also a problem in areas disturbed by mining. 

In mountainous areas, water tables are often perched above impermeable 

rock layers such as shale, a rock always associated with Appalachian coal 

seams. With the removal of the coal and the disturbance by blasting of 

the bedrock in the water table area, the perched table is often lowered 

to the level of the mined coal seam. At the same time, the acidity and 

mineral compounds in the layer above and below this coal seam contribute 

to the pollution of the ground water. Often, joints and cracks produced 

by blasting contribute to the accessibility of the polluted water to the 

aquifers below the mined coal seam, aquifers which may contribute to 

water supplies elsewhere in the area. Pollution of this type is often 

not arrested with the end of mining in the area, but continues for as 

long as 100 years {7] after mining in deep well locations. To remedy 

this, wells in the area should be cased through the coal seam to prevent 

such pollution of lower aquifers, and blasting should be reduced as much 

as possible to prevent more joints and cracks through which water may 

permeate, 

In the Coal River Mountain area, for example, natural ground water 

pollution is evident in the form of ochre and red iron contamination. 

The water draining through the shales from perched water tables probably 

becomes slightly acidic (lower pH) as it flows through the adjacent coal 

strata causing a reaction with siderite concentrated in the shale. The 

reaction, which occurs is described as follows:
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FeCO, + CO, + HO —» Fe** + 2HC0,” [19] 
2 

The result is a highly colored "hard" water which produces precipitates 

on pipes and water facilities.
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Acidity‘ of: the Spoil: 

The acidity of the spoil is a large contributor to problems of 

revegetation and acid mine drainage. It is caused by the occurrence of 

pyrite and marcasite (white iron pyrite) [13] in coal deposits and coal 

associated strata. “Subsequent lowering of the pH by the oxidative break- 

down of the pyrite and marcasite is described by the following chemical 

reactions [3]: 

1. In the presence of dissolved oxygen, 

2FeS, + 2Ho0 + 105 —— > 2FeS0, + 2H4S0, 

2. In the presence of atmospheric oxygen, 

FS, + 302 ——> FeS0q + S05 

| 250, + 2H,0 + 0,» 2H,50, 

3. Under acid conditions, 

4FeSO. + 0 + 2H SO ——w2Fe (SO.). + 2H.0 Fesd, + 0, + CHO, e,(S0,), 2 

Fe (S04). + FeSp ——e3FeS0, + 2S 

2S + 305 + 2H,0 ——™2H)S0, 

Factors which also affect the rate of oxidation of the iron compounds are 

pH, temperature, dissolved oxygen, bacteria, and trace elements [23]. 

The sulfates and sulfites are subsequently discharged into the drainage 

system and contribute to changes in the water quality. The occurrence 

of pyrite and marcasite can be recognized in black or grey deposits 

which should either be analyzed for pH or considered automatically to be 

acidic. 

Reclamation plans for strata adjacent to coal seams should be 

strictly followed due to the potential environmental damage associated 

with such deposits. Overburden analysis is also desirable to enable
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prediction of soil types resulting from decomposition of the strata after 

repositioning in the spoil pile. 

In the coal associated deposits, the non-commercial coal seams 

found near the main coal seam are called rider coal. 70% of this 

material was found to be extremely acid in an eastern Kentucky coal mine 

area [4]. 40% of the carbonaceous shale deposits (called bone coal) were 

found to be acidic in the same study, while 7% of the surrounding shale 

and 1% of the sandstone was also acidic. On steeply mined slopes, the 

contours cut a triangular shape into the hillsides, with the most expanse 

as the overburden is removed, occurring at the level of the coal seam 

(fig. 4). This disproportionately increases the amount of acid strata 

exposed to the atmosphere relative to the nonacidic strata at the top of 

the highwall, a principal factor contributing to the acidity of the 

spoil. 

With this knowledge in mind, the more acidic spoil, as it is removed 

with the other layers of the overburden should be carefully handled by 

the operators and set aside to be buried, particularly for placement on 

outer slopes, at least four to five feet [4] under the less acidic 

sections of the spoil. The haulback method eliminates this problem, | 

because all spoil must be transported to a dumping site. Valley fills 

are built so that separation of more damaging material is not required 

since the volume of sandstone with its capability to neutralize the 

effects of the pyritic material is large compared to the acid-producing 

spoil. Generally, the material is combined at the mine site and is 

transported to the fill area where it is further mixed when dumped, and 

is regraded around a core of large boulders (a drainage mechanism).
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Placement of acid material adjacent to the rock core should be guarded 

against in the event of incomplete mixing. More desirable soil for 

reclamation is reserved for positioning at the face of the fill where 

immediate revegetation is necessary to prevent erosional decay of the 

fill. Figure 12 shows photographs of such a fill with a capacity of 

5 x 106 cubic feet under construction in the Stover B watershed in the 

Coal Mountain mined area. 

Some strata are known to be acidic although no visible pyrite is 

evident. These layers should be noted, especially if the weathered sur- 

face is green (evidence of marcasite). Under no circumstances should 

this material be placed on the spoil surface, as it makes revegetation 

virtually impossible. 

Hardness is also a significant result of the surface mining process. 

The exposure of sedimentary silicates including clay minerals results in 

increased concentrations of iron, potassium, calcium and magnesium in 

surface runoff. Of primary importance to hardness problems are iron, 

calcium and magnesium. Iron occurs as insoluble ferric oxide in soils 

and minerals. In the subsurface environment relatively devoid of oxygen, 

this iron is reduced to soluble ferrous compounds and is released into 

the groundwater. Contact with atmospheric oxygen, however, institutes a 

slow oxidative process which again returns the iron to its insoluble form, 

resulting in scale on pipes and taste problems, as well as developing an 

environment conducive for iron bacteria. Large calcium and magnesium 

_ concentrations are undesirable due to insoluble precipitates resulting 

_ from reaction with soap, reducing its effectiveness as a cleaning agent. 

The equation describing release of these elements into groundwater is as
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follows [19]: 

Cac, + CO, + HO ——mCa** + 2HCO3” 
3 2 

MgCO, + CO, + Hy0——mMg"” + 2HCO3~ 
3
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Description of the Water Quality Model 
  

The purpose of the water quality model was to set up a mechanism 

to better understand the functional relationships between water quality 

parameters (alkalinity, pH, sulfate concentration) and hydrologic para- 

meters (precipitation and discharge) of a watershed disturbed by con- 

tour mining. In order to relate the concentrations of parameters re- 

corded in the water quality data to the physical and hydrologic char- 

acteristics of the watershed, a static model was developed which 

emphasizes the relative importance of the parameters to the predicted 

water quality. (Water quality data was collected by grab sampling at 

two-week intervals and sent for analysis to the U.S. Forest Service 

Northeastern Forest Experiment Station laboratory in Berea, Kentucky. 

Precipitation and discharge data were recorded continuously. Sampling 

points were located at the lower end of the watershed. ) 

Mathematically, the model functions as follows [3]: 

= bAAY + bP + ... + b13P1 13 + by 4114 +... t+ b7P 4 27 

~<
| 

no
 

—
 

= baAg + byPoy + eee + by 3P2.73 + DygPo 1g + +++ + bo7Po 97 
« s * e 

* e e ° 

~<
 

m = Pah * OyPmyy * +++ * Oy3Pmi13 + OpaPmyig + 2+ + 527Pn 27 

where 

Y is the predicted value of the parameter, 

b is the estimated coefficient whose value shows the relative 
importance of the variables, 

A is the area disturbed by mining,
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P. ] to P are the hourly precipitation values in inches from 
$ 1,13 the time the sample was taken through the twelfth 

previous hour, 

Ps 14 to P. 97 are the daily precipitation values in inches from 
, *“" the thirteenth hour before sampling to 13 days and 

13 hours before sampling, 

m is the number of water quality samples taken in the program. 

Thirty-two water quality data points were used in the mathematical 

formulas described above. This produced a matrix of 32 equations, with 

b and Y as unknowns. 

The technique for the solution of b and Y is described as a multi- 

variate linear regression equation of the form [3]: 

Y= bo + byX4+ boXot b3X3... + BAX, 

where 

Y is the estimated value of the dependent variable, 

b is the unknown coefficient, 

X is the independent variable 

n is the number of independent variables, 

used in this case so that by = 0. 

The objective function is the sum of the absolute values of the 

error between the measured value Y, and the computed value Y. The error 

between Y; and Y can be positive (+U,) or negative (-V;) and the ab- 

solute value can be obtained by the sum of the (+U, ) value and the (+V.) 

value, where V is defined as a negative error. The total error S for 

all measurements is given as follows [3]: 

S = U,+ Vit U,* Vat ove + Ut Ve
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where 

m is the number of observations, 

U, is the positive slack variable (or error term) 

V, is the negative slack variable (or error term) 

The total U + V values for each variable are referred to in the prog- 

ram as MINERR, and minimization of this value produces a more accurate 

prediction of the parameter. 

Linear programming techniques were used to solve for the b values 

[21]. The IBM Mathematical Programming System [24] was utilized to 

solve for the b coefficients.
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Description of the EDAX Equipment 
  

The method of analysis preferred for this study had several re- 

quirements. The ideal technique for analysis is a short-preparation, 

non-destructive method. Several methods involve significant preparation 

time or a reference sample to be used as a standard. Differential thermal 

analysis, for example, requires a known sample of a compound to be tested 

at the same time as the desired sample. (Element analysis cannot be 

achieved by this method.) Atomic absorption techniques require complete 

solution of the sample, a difficult objective to achieve since use of 

highly reactive acids is necessary to break down the silicate minerals, 

particularly quartz [32]. X-ray diffraction by powder determination 

requires pulverization of the sample. X-ray spectrography as well as 

electron microscope techniques have advantages in that no destruction of 

the samples or time-consuming preparation is required. A SEM was chosen 

for analyses in this study. 

The SEM (Model AMR-900) used by the Forestry-Wood Technology Depart- 

ment at VPI&SU has an adaptive mechanism termed the EDAX (Electron Dis- 

persive Analysis of X-rays), manufactured by Phillips Electronics. The 

electron probe in the microscope. focuses on an area of a sample (inorganic 

or organic, coated or uncoated by a 60-40 ratio of goid-palladium layer 

to enhance conductivity depending on the desired result of the test) and 

the beam dislodges the electrons from their inner shells, producing energy 

as other electrons fall out of their respective shells into the area 

vacated by the displaced electron. Wavelengths of energy emitted are 

characteristic of each element and are detected by the EDAX counter. An 

analysis of emitted energy is presented on the screen of the EDAX with peaks
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representing existing elements at specific locations on the horizontal 

scale. These locations uniquely identify the elements according to the 

shell(s) affected by the beam emitted from the probe. Elements with low 

atomic numbers (11 - 14) are represented by one peak, Ke (The first 

10 elements in the Periodic Table are not detected by this method). 

Above atomic numbers of 14 the number of peaks defining an element depends 

on the number of shells disturbed. For example, potassium has two major 

peaks K and K, (shown on Table 1) located at 3.312 and 3.589 on the 

horizontal scale of the EDAX counter. Lesser peaks occur at different 

locations, but are difficult to differentiate from the background "noise" 

normally present. Table 1 lists the elements commonly occurring in the 

samples tested in this study and the peak locations for the Ke K, and M 

shells. 

The peaks are semi-quantitative, that is, they show the presence 

and magnitude of chosen elements, but not specific concentrations. This 

is the major drawback of this method when used for chemical analyses. 

There is a computer tie-in and programs are available which can quanti- 

tatively produce composition values, however, the Forestry and Wildlife 

department has not been able to justify utilization of the tie-in device. 

Therefore, it was unavailable for this study. 

Another problem with the method is overlapping of peaks. The energy 

emitted by electrons as they fall to lower shells after disturbance 

produces a series of peaks for each element with atomic numbers greater 

than 14. Therefore, more than one peak is produced and can be misinter- 

preted as another element if care is not utilized in the analysis of the 

photographs.



EXPERIMENTAL METHODS 

Core Analysis. 

The cores received from the U.S. Forest Service office at the For- 

est Products Marketing Laboratory in Princeton, West Virginia, were 

analyzed by observation for differences in strata characteristics. Log 

records accompanying the cores were used for reference [Table 2]. Core 

#13 was 450' excluding a 65' section which was removed with the Campbell 

Creek coal seam. Core #14 consisted of a 200' section containing the 

Peerless, Powellton and Eagle seams. Columnar sections of the cores, as 

well as the test bore hole, #22, are presented in figs. 3,5. A section 

of the Pottsville Formation (compiled from [25]) is presented (fig. 5) for 

reference. Cyclothems containing the Matewan coal and the Ben's Creek 

coal do not occur in the area under study. Minor coal seams, such as 

the Little Eagle and the Eagle "A" seams are not developed in this area. 

Sections from cores #13 and #14 including the Eagle coal seams were 

chosen for detailed sampling (fig. 6, 7), since this was the approximate 

area exposed during mining when the water quality and precipitation data 

were collected by Plass [17]. Included in these sections are the 

Powellton seam and Upper, Middle, and Lower Eagle coal seams. Mining 

was concentrated at the Eagle seams during the water data collection 

period. (At present the Campbell Creek seam is also being mined so that 

there is more exposure of these rocks to weathering.) The seams occur at 

varying depth in this area, with the Upper Eagle at 375' on Pack's Knob, 

separated by 40' to the Lower and Middle Eagle seams. In core #14, at 

Irish Lick Knob, the Upper Eagle is located at 354' with the Middle and 

2)
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Lower seams at depths of 370' and 385', respectively. These variations 

in depth between the various Eagle seams with a short distance characterize 

the coal geology of the area. Thickness of coal seams and fireclay is 

variable along exposures. Variations in mineralogy are likewise to be 

expected in correlation with the varied environment at the time of depo- 

sition. Only approximate values could be determined for a specific 

location in the highwall. 

Predominant rock types, other than coal, of the cores are micaceous 

sandstone, often containing pieces of vegetation up to 3" in length; shale 

inter-laminated with sandstone; uniformly bedded shale with and without 

siderite nodules. Limestone beds, while rare, occur occasionally as 

below the Poweilton seam in core #13. 

(Log records as well as the remains of the cores may be obtained 

from Dr. Contractor, Professor of Civil Engineering, VPI&SU).
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Laboratory Methods 

A cursory test for calcareous-bearing strata was performed by 

applying dilute HC] to unweathered sandstone surfaces, showing clearly a 

few thin, widely spaced calcareous deposits in the section. The test 

also showed gradational variations in calcareous material within certain 

sandstones, usually with the most rapid effervescence occurring midway 

into the strata vertically. Further study was considered necessary in 

these concentrated areas. To analyze the contents of these rock sections, 

as well as other sandstones, thin sections were made of six sandstone 

beds, locations of which are starred in figures 6 and 7. 

Samples (approximately 1 cm) were taken at random from unweathered 

surfaces in the cores. The most critical areas for sulphurous content 

are known to be adjacent to the coal seams and in the fireclay or seat- — 

earth strata (light gray material often with conchoidal fracture and 

veneered surfaces), so these areas were most heavily sampled.
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EDAX Analysis 

After being coated with a 60-40 ratio of gold-palladium to enhance 

conductivity, the samples were mounted with silver paint onto the surface 

of a plate, which was placed under the probe. As a control measure, a 

scan of several points on the surface of one of the samples was made to 

observe differences in analytical results. If the probe were placed on a 

particular mineral flake, such as mica, the analysis reflected only the 

composition of this mineral. Sampling locations were determined at 

sufficient magnification (up to 50X) to minimize such a possibility. 

Forty samples were analyzed, with an average sample time of analysis 

of five minutes. For each sample, the probe was held on the spot for 60 

seconds, with variations in the number of X-ray counts received by the 

detection device depending on the angle of the surface, the amount of 

reflection occurring and the composition of the sample. The analysis of 

the sample after 60 seconds was fixed on the screen of the EDAX detector 

and Polaroid photographs were taken [Appendix C]. A sample readout is 

shown in figure 8. The horizontal axis scale for these samples ranges 

from 0 to 8, with peaks occurring at different locations corresponding to 

the level of the atomic shell disturbed by the probe (Table 1). The 

vertical scale was quantified by the following procedure: 

1. The area under each of the curves (in in.*) in the photographs was 

measured by a planimeter. The value used was the average of five 

readings (Table 2). 

2. By measuring the horizontal length of the y-axis, in this case 2.8 

inches, and by dividing this value into the area of each sample, the
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average height of each sample analysis was obtained, in inches 

(Table 2). 

Since one of the limitations of the EDAX equipment is that it does 

not detect elements whose atomic numbers are below 11, it was not 

possible to determine the amount of the total sample included in the 

photograph (average height value) without a reference percent as a 

guide. So, from analyses conducted on shales and clays [28], sand- 

stones [27], and coal seams [26] in West Virginia, percentage of 

total composition were used as reference values. For shales and 

clays, 93% of the elements were assumed to have been measured by EDAX 

analysis, sandstones and interbedded shales were represented by 85% 

and coals included 5%. (Since the coal value introduced a large 

amount of error, these values were not included in the next three 

steps. ) 

The percentage values from step 3 for each sample were divided by the 

average height (step 2) to produce a scale in %/inch. These values 

were then plotted against the number of X-ray counts detected by the 

EDAX [noted in the upper right hand corner of the photographs (fig. 8)] 

to determine any correlation (Fig. 9). 

A least squares determination found the correlation coefficient to be 

.818, so a line was drawn (fig. 9) to be used as a calibration plot. 

For each sample, including coals, knowledge of the X-ray counts | 

enabled, from the plot, determination of the corrected scale (in 

%/inch), This scale value measured, on the photographs for each 

element, the amount of the element in the sample.
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The average sample concentrations obtained from the previously 

described procedure were used to determine the total average overburden 

concentrations by the following method: 

1. Using figures 6 and 7, average sample concentrations were assigned 

to regions defined by differences in strata. Where lithologic 

changes were gradational, boundaries of such units were arbitrarily 

assigned on the basis of predominant lithology. For example, 

sample 11 (fig. 6) represents the composition of the fireclay from 

which it was sampled. For strata not directly sampled, approximate 

values from similar compositional locations were assigned. 

The thickness of each region was measured (in inches) from figures 6 

and 7 and a percentage of the total for each region was calculated. 

The total of the average sample concentrations multiplied by each 

percentage was the total average overburden composition. This 

procedure was followed for potassium, calcium and sulphur. 

Calcium was assumed to enter directly into the water system with no 

alteration; however, oxidation of the sulfates requires one more step. 

The sulphur content detected by the EDAX equipment included all forms 

of the sulphur element. It was found in a study [20] of minespoil 

three to eight years old that for the weathering processes of 

sulfates in rocks, only 70% of the total sulphur occurring in these 

sections either is available to be weathered or eventually breaks 

down, The rest is fixed or organic sulphur. This value multiplied 

by the total average concentration of sulphur in the overburden 

determined the amount of sulphur entering the water system as sulfate
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during the immediate weathering period after exposure. It was this 

value that was incorporated into the computer model [3].
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Computer Model and Statistical Test Procedure 

Precipitation and water quality data used in the model were 

influenced by the number of acres exposed at the time of data collection. 

Thirty-five consecutive precipitation events (sampling dates at two- 

week intervals) were chosen to describe runoff concentrations before and 

during-mining. The events were labelled S08 through S27 and S+1 through 

S+15 with the S+ values describing after-mining conditions. Other dist- 

ances such as road building characterized during-mining exposure. The 

number of acres exposed for each precipitation event was approximated 

based on records of mining history (Table 4). 

Calcium and sulfate concentration values were added to the computer 

model by combining the total average overburden concentrations of each 

element with the acres exposed for each precipitation event. This was 

defined as the reaction coefficient (Table 5). These reaction coef- 

ficients were added as constants to the computer model and the results 

of the objective function calculated by the computer (see page 17) were 

compared to actual recorded values. (By addition of these reaction coef- 

ficients, a closer approximation of the estimated values to the actual 

values was desired.) This comparison was calculated by adding the 

U or -V term calculated by the computer for each precipitation event to 

the actual values. 

Water quality data collected for one-year periods (i.e., from 

November through October) were chosen to describe Stover B and Wingrove A 

before and during mining. Choice of data from the same months was neces- 

sary to omit seasonal differences. The data was correlated in order 

to observe changes in water quality due to strata exposure to weathering
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and to compare these changes with the observed locations of calcium, 

potassium, and sulphur. The correlation values were set up on the 

following scale defining the levels of significance [8]: 

1. Statistically significant is a less than 0.05 probability of mining 

not being the cause of the change in the values. (Highly signifi- 

cant is less than a 0.01 probability.) 

2. Not statistically significant is a greater than 0.05 chance of 

mining not being the cause of the variations in the water quality 

data.



RESULTS 

Thin Section Analysis 
  

The following is a description of thin section #94 which generally 

applies to all six sandstones observed. Variations in the percentages 

of carbon particles, grain sizes and concentrations of feldspar char- 

acterize the samples. 

I, 

Il. 

Hand Specimen Analysis (format described by Pettijohn [14]) 

The grey sandstones, as observed in the outcrops at the mined 

site, are weathered to brown or reddish-brown color, with unweathered 

surfaces of salt and pepper appearance. They are fine-grained, with 

mica occurring along bedding planes. Significant carbonaceous mat- 

erial is included in some samples. Moderate cementation is char- | 

acteristic of these sandstones. That is, the grains do not appear 

to be broken during fracture; instead, parting occurs around the 

grains in the matrix. 

Thin Section Description 

A. Texture 

The sample is moderately to well-sorted with a large amount 

of silt and/or clay and mica, and grains consist predominantly 

of angular to subangular quartz in percentages of 40% quartz and 

25% mica. Some of the quartz grains include mineral inter- 

growths such as chlorite and in some cases sutured contacts occur, 

with minerals located in the contact area. Elsewhere the sample 

seems to be matrix-supported due to the high concentration of 

siltstone and clay debris in the sample. 

30
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B. Mineralogy 

Percentages and descriptions of the minerals contained are 

as follows: 

1. quartz - 40%, monocrystalline 

2. feldspar - absent to 1-2%, consisting of albite-twinned 
plagioclase 

3. matrix - 55%, containing 25% silt-clay amorphous material 
and 30% muscovite and chlorite. Some limonite is 
present also. 

4, carbonaceous matter - 5% (varies significantly with sample - 
some sandstone beds contain at least 
20% carbonaceous material throughout. ) 
Fragments are scattered uniformly 
through beds - some thick (1") deposit 
included in cores. 

Interpretation 

These samples are lithic arenites with occasional calcitic 

cementing material. This type of rock characteristically includes 

a matrix of silt and clay along with well-sorted sand-sized quartz 

particles. Transportation by an alluvial mechanism to the 

depositional area is indicated by the relatively weil-sorted sand 

grains. The interclasted quartz material is the product of either 

low grade metamorphic origin or alteration by pressure solution 

after deposition. 

These sandstones are characterized by other features which 

define them as alluvial sands and/or estuarine deposits. Load casts 

are evident at the base of the sandstones where the sand was 

deposited on saturated material and the uneven distribution of the 

sand caused differential compression resulting in nodule~shaped 

casts. Some calcareous material was observed during the acid test
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in the shales Suggesting the presence of organisms in the depo- 

sitional area. | 

Another example of alluvial or estuarine deposits was shown by 

the seventh thin section (thin section #118) prepared and studied. 

The sample was taken from core #13 in a 30' thick disturbed sand- 

stone-shale interbedded area. The disturbance occurred after depo- 

sition while the material was still unconsolidated. Burrowing of 

organisms is a common phenomenon in modern sediments of alluvial or 

estuarine origin and explains this observed disturbance.
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EDAX Analysis 

The total average overburden concentrations (in percent) of 

potassium, sulphur, sulfate, and calcium in core #13 and core #14 are 

listed in Table 6. The values, assuming error in the method chosen for 

interpretation, are the same in the total overburden for both watersheds. 

However, variations in the locations of the elements within the coal 

become important when considering the potential environmental effect of 

the overburden on water quality. For example, knowledge of areas with 

high calcium concentration is important for reclamation planning. 

These more alkaline strata can be of better environmental use if placed 

on the surface of the spoil pile where chemical weathering will aid in 

raising the pH of surface runoff. In the same manner, sulphur-bearing 

material is better placed where minimum oxidation will occur, so that 

knowledge of location and concentration of this material in the high- 

wall is recommended for such placement. 

The calcium and total sulphur concentrations in these watersheds 

are equal. Therefore, considering that only 70% [20] of the total 

sulphur weathers to sulfates, there is more calcium than sulfate in the 

hydrologic system. Potassium is in large quantities in this area which 

aids in revegetation by providing part of the necessary nutrients. 

Individual sample analyses showed that generally, the highest 

potassium and sulphur concentrations occurred in proximate strata. 

Potassium is a major component in clay minerals, which are the predom- 

inant minerals in the fireclays and shales associated with coal-bearing 

strata. Sulphur occurs predominantly in the coal and associated 

beds with higher concentrations above the seams and in some interseam
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fireclay beds. Except locally, calcium did not occur in interbedded shale- 

Sandstone areas or shale beds. Highest concentrations were observed in the 

rare limestone and calcareous sandstone beds, particularly in the center of 

the strata. Here also occurred high concentrations of potassium, indicating 

a higher concentration of clay minerals in the rock matrix.
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Computer Model Results 
  

Comparison of recorded concentration values to the estimated 

values is shown for both calcium and sulfate in figures 10 and ll, 

respectively. 

The concentrations of both elements increased after disturbance 

of the watershed (Stover B) until maximum highwall exposure was reached. 

During mining (precipitation events S08. - $25) the values did not vary 

as significantly between events as they did after mining. This is due 

partly to the lack of vegetation to retain the precipitation and partly 

to the packed surface created by regrading (on mined spoil) which fur- 

ther enhanced surface runoff. After-mining values, therefore, varied 

greatly with time and showed higher concentrations of both sulfate and 

calcium than during-mining values. 

The estimated values calculated by the computer model approximated 

closely the trend of the concentrations. Deviations occurred with large 

peaks characterizing precipitation events. The prediction of these peak 

values was not always exact, suggesting that the model needed to be 

improved.
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Statistical Test Results 

The significance levels of the correlation analysis conducted 

on Stover B and Wingrove A water quality data are shown in Table 7. 

The following conclusions are evident from this analysis: 

1. Calcium and sulfate both evidence significant increases due to 

mining. This is a direct result of exposure of overburden to 

weathering processes. 

2, Mining in these watersheds does not cause an increase in pH, 

probably due to the low sulphur concentrations of the coals and 

to high calcium content of some of the sandstones, which aid 

in maintaining the pH at a uniform level. 

3. Calcium is directly related to alkalinity, as shown by the 

highly significant correlation both before and during mining. 

Sulfate, as well, is related to alkalinity, but not as signifi- 

cantly. 

4, Potassium and calcium increase significantly together as a result 

of mining in Stover B. This is due to the greater occurrence of 

calcareous sandstone in Stover B and to the location of both these 

elements in the calcareous area. When exposed, then, both are 

released to the drainage system at approximately the same rate. 

Sulfate also occurs with potassium in Stover B and both are re- 

leased into the system simultaneously after exposure. 

Alkalinity in Stover B is significantly related to pH before 

mining, but due to the increases in sulfates caused by mining,
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the pH is not related only to alkalinity during mining, but to 

the sulfate concentration as well. 

5. Wingrove A shows an inverse correlation between sulfate and potas- 

sium. This may be explained by the deep mining operations under- 

way on Irish Lick Knob above Wingrove A. Sulfate concentrations 

due to ground water, therefore, may have a more significant 

effect on water quality data in this area. Higher sulfate conc- 

entrations before mining can be justified, and are shown in the 

potassium-sulfate correlation. Surface mining, therefore, is not 

the main cause of changes in these values. This phenomenon also 

is evident in the pH-alkalinity correlation for Wingrove A. Before 

mining, no significant correlation existed between the two, 

indicating an outside variable, in contrast to Stover B values. 

The statistical results of Stover B correspond with the location of 

the elements in the cores. Potassium and sulphur occur together as 

do calcium and potassium. Wingrove A has an extraneous factor that 

complicates its water quality characteristics, The ground water 

affected by deep mining contributes a greater amount of sulphur and 

potassium to the drainage and influences the correlation analysis.
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CONCLUSIONS 

The EDAX method for analyzing the elements as presented in 

this study is adequate for observation of a limited atomic 

number range provided an approximate percentage of elements 

in similar samples is known. The technique is rapid and re- 

quires little preparation of the sample. For trace elements 

and other elements with atomic numbers less than 11, another 

type of analysis is desirable. 

The calcium concentration observed in the water quality data 

originates in the matrix of certain sandstones. These sand- 

stones especially the most concentrated area may be easily 

identified by application of dilute HC] to an unweathered 

surface. 

The occurrence of potassium in these cores is in proximity to 

coal-bearing strata due to the large clay mineral concentration 

in the coal-associated shales and fireclays. It also occurs 

where high calcium concentrations are identified. 

The addition of the concentration values to the water quality 

model provides a more accurate estimated solution to the actual 

recorded values. 

38.
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Figure 1. Coal River Mountain area with Eagle Coal Contour showing 
Location of Watersheds, Drill Cores #13 and #14, and 
Drill Test Hole #22. (Inset of West Virginia and Raleigh 
County)
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Figure 3. Columnar Sections from Cores #13 and #14.
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(left) on Core #14.
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Upper section (head) of fill (dumping and regrading 
around drainage core of boulders). 

  

Lower section with revegetated face (to the right). 

Figure 12, Valley Fill Under Construction in Stover B Watershed.
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Figure 13. Highwall in Wingrove A Illustrating the Three 
Eagle Coal Seams.
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Figure 14, Portion of Bench Sediment Pond. Note Lack of Vegetation 

(arrow) on Shale Material Adjacent to Vegetation on Soil 
Area.
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Element 

Magnesium 
Aluminum 
Silicon 
Sulphur 
Potassium 
Calcium 
Titanium 
Iron 
Palladium 
Gold 

Table 1. 

59 

Locations of Representative Peaks on the 
Horizontal Scale of the EDAX Screen. 

1.253 
1.486 
1.739 
2.307 
3.312 
3.690 
4.508 
6.398 

21.12] 

Shell 

2.465 
3,589 
4,012 
4,931 
7.057 

23.807 (L shell = 2.838) 
2,137
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Table 3. Calcium, Sulphur and Potassium found 
in Core #13 (in percent). 

Sample 
Core A3 

Shales Calcium Potassium Sulphur 

16 1.13 2.25 1.20 
21 0.26 1.08 0.43 
34 0.81 2.54 1.19 
35 0.96 2.43 0.96 
28 0.95 1.97 0.95 
86 0.87 2.44 1.02 
82 1.10 1.10 1.10 

Interbedded 
~ Shales 

12 0 1.92 2.16 
19 1.93 1.87 0.57 
20 1.3] 2.25 1.3] 
23 0 2.34 0.59 
26 0.93 1.63 1.11 
27 0 2.50 0.65 
84 0 2.10 1.05 
32 0 1.65 1.13 

, Sandstones 

8] 0.81 1.94 1.05 
9 0.78 1.72 0.78 

89 0.78 1.95 1.01 
30 2.00 2.00 1.00 

Fireclays 

10 0.63 1.47- 1.79 
11 0.75 1.75 0.90 
14 0 2.04 2.04 
18 — 0 2.70 1.35 
24 0.73 2.18 1.27 
88 0.81 2.84 1.01 
92 0.66 1.97 1.15



Table 3 (cont'd). 

Sample 
Core #14 

Shales 

Interbedded 
Shales 

38 

Sands tones 

43 
36 

Fireclays 

83 
50 

62 

Calcium, Sulphur and Potassium found 
in Core #14 (in percent). 

Calcium 

0.62 
1.01 
0.68 
0.78 

0.83 

Potassium 

2.05 
2.14 
2.03 
1.56 

2.83 

Sulphur 

0.74. 
2.0] 
0.75 
0.65 

0.83
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Table 4. Surface Disturbances (in acres) in Stover B Watershed. 

Precipitation 
Events Acres 

S08 29.45 
S09 33.13 
$10 36.81 
Si] 40.49 
$12 44.17 
$13 47.85 
$14 51.53 
$15 55.21 
S16 58.89 
$17 62.57 
S18 66.25 
$19 69.93 
$20 73.61 
$2] 77.29 
S22 80.89 
$23 84.66 
S24 88, 34 
$25 92.02 
$26 95.70 
$27 99.38 
S+1 . 99,38 

S415 99.38
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Table 5. Calcium and Sulphate Reaction Coefficients 

Sulfate = .941% x .70 (%S to S04) = .659 
Calcium = .864% 

Calcium Sulfate 
Precipitation Reaction Reaction 

Event Coefficient Coefficient 

S08 25.44 19.40 
S09 28.62 21.82 
S10 31.80 24.25 
S71 34.98 26.67 
$12 38.16 29.09 
$13 41.34 31.52 
S14 44.52 33.94 
S15 47.70 36.37 
S16 50.88 38.79 
S17 54.06 41.21 
S18 57.24 43.64 
S19 60.42 46.06 
$20 63.60 48.89 
$2 66.78 50.91 
$22 69.89 53.28 
$23 73.15 55.77 
S24 76.32 58.19 
$25 79.50 60.6] 
$26 82.68 63.04 
$27 85.86 65.46 
S+1 85.86 65.46 

S$+15 85.86 65.46
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Table 6. Average Overburden Concentrations (in percent) 
of Elements in Two Watersheds. 

Element Watershed 

Stover B Wingrove A 
(Core #13) (Core #14) 

Potassium 1.85 1.70 

Calcium 0.86 0.90 

Total Sulphur 0.94 0.83 

Sulfate 0.66 0.58
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Sample 2] 

r) Sr rr a 
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C-1, Shale showing significant potassium concentration.
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Sample 12 

° Tee 
eee 

  
C-2, Shale from rider seam areas showing significant sulphur, 

potassium and iron concentrations.
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Sample 86 

® 6esEc § 
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(oe 

  
C-3. Shale below Lower Eagle coal seam with significant potassium 

concentration.
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Sample 82 
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C-4, Siderite nodule (FeC0,) showing high iron content.
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Sample 19 
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Ca 

C-5, Interbedded shale sample showing high calcium concentration.
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Sample 8] 
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C-6. Typical noncalcareous sandstone sample.
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Sample 30 
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C-7. Calcareous sandstone sample.
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Sample 14 
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C-8. Typical fireclay sample.
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Sample 50 
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C-9. Fireclay-shale sample showing high sulphur content.
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Sample 87 
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C-10. Upper Eagle coal sample.
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C-11. Powellton coal sample.
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EFFECTS OF CALCIUM, SULPHUR AND POTASSIUM CONCENTRATION 

IN OVERBURDEN ON QUALITY OF STRIP MINE DRAINAGE 

by 

Virginia Elisabeth Newel] 

(Abstract) 

Planned strip-mined land reclamation that minimizes damage of the 

environment is vital for preservation of water quality, especially with 

present increased emphasis on coal production. Analysis of overburden 

is becoming mandatory in order to plan effective placement of material 

in spoil piles. One rapid technique with little sample preparation for 

determination of elements in overburden is scanning electron microscopy. 

This method was quantified in this study for determination of sulphur, | 

potassium and calcium concentrations in cores from two watersheds in 

Raleigh County, West Virginia. These values were added to a water qual- 

ity model to more accurately predict concentrations of elements in strip- . 

mine drainage. Development of a method to predict elemental concentrations 

is helpful in determining potential environmental damage to a watershed. 

A correlation analysis was conducted using water quality data before and 

during mining to substantiate data received in the core analysis. 

Information as is determined in this study’ can aid mine operators in 

selecting potentially deleterious strata for subsurface placement and in 

retaining more environmentally beneficial strata for use on spoil surfaces. 

Knowledge of potentially hazardous substances in overburden should lead 

to more efficient revegetation procedures by surface mine operators.


