
Table 1.  Attitudes Toward Nonconformists, National Sample, 1993*

Don't Know/
Yes No No Answer

Attitudes Toward Atheists
1. If such a person wanted to make a speech in your (community) against churches and 71% 27% 2%

religion, should he be allowed to speak or not?
2. Should such a person be allowed to teach in a college or university, or not? 52% 44% 4%
3. If some people in your community suggested that a book he wrote against churches and 

religion should be taken out of your public library, would you favor removing this book 28% 68% 4%
or not?

Attitudes Toward Communists
1. Suppose this admitted Communist wanted to make a speech in your community.  Should68% 29% 3%

he be allowed to speak, or not?
2. Suppose he is teaching in a college.  Should he be fired or not? 37% 56% 7%
3. Suppose he wrote a book which is in your public library.  Somebody in your community 29% 66% 5%

suggests that the book should be removed from your library.  Would you favor removing
it, or not?

Attitudes Toward Racists
1. If such a person wanted to make a speech in your community claiming that Blacks are 60% 37% 3%

(genetically) inferior, should he be allowed to speak, or not?
2. Should such a person be allowed to speak or not? 31% 64% 5%
3. If some people in your community suggested that a book he wrote which said Blacks are43% 52% 5%

inferior should be taken out of your public library, would you favor removing this book 
or not?

Attitudes Toward Homosexuals
1. Suppose this admitted homosexual wanted to make a speech in your community.  Should78% 19% 3%

he be allowed to speak, or not?
2. Should such a person be allowed to teach in a college or university, or not? 68% 27% 5%
3. If some people in your community suggested that a book he wrote in favor of 

homosexuality should be taken out of your public library, would you favor removing 29% 66% 5%
this book, or not?

N=1075 *The GSS has asked nearly identical questions on these issues since its inception in 1973.
However, only 1993 results are being presented because the availability of other
variables are limited to this year.


