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ABSTRACT 

The imposition of boundary at many scales is an 
essential part of Architecture. Boundaries define 
enclosure. An architectural philosophy must 
control these boundaries. 
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THESIS 

The built environment is a composition of 
physical and classified boundaries. Physical 
boundary is defined by the existence of architec-
tural elements which mark the edge of some-
thing built. 
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Boundary is also formed when one can group 
things into a common classification. Rhythmic 
repetition of architectural elements suggests this 
type of boundary. One identifies each element 
of the repetition as a part of a group. Common-
alities within the built structure such as com-

mon building material 
or formal typology 
suggest other possible 
groupings. University 
campuses are often 
built with buildings of 
common gothic typol-
ogy. One immediately 
knows which buildings 
belong to the univer-
sity and which are part 
of the town's urban 
fabric. A landmark 
may impose a bound-
ary due to its proxim-

ity. It is common to refer to an area of town by 
its proximity to a certain landmark. 
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This thesis is concerned with a study of these 
man-made boundaries of architectural elements 
which replace or reestablish the natural bound-
aries of the ground, sky, horizon among others. 
Rooms may be highly defined with a ceiling, 
four walls and a floor or less clearly defined 
with the sky as a ceiling, the horizon for walls, 
or the ground for a floor. 

Architecture should be composed of boundaries 
which respect the urban scale, the human scale 
and all between. The human scale must relate to 
the room, the room to the building, the building 
to the neighborhood and the neighborhood to the 
town. Enclosure, as defined by boundary, must 
allow individual choice of use. One must feel 
comfortable to study in the dining room, eat in 
the living room, entertain in the yard or play in 
the street. Choice allows one to claim the room 
as their own. The architect W.G. Clark includes 
small windows beside the entrance doors of his 
Middleton Inn project which are to be left open 
to the light until the guests arrive. The guests 
can then claim the room as their own by choos-
ing to either close or leave their window open. 
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Heidegger, however, writes of a less tangible 
boundary when he describes of a building or 
object "beginning its presencing". The Acropo-
lis in Athens has an undeniable presence when 
seeing it from deep within the many dense 
streets of Athens. The idea of boundary sug-

gested by his statement 
is one that can be inter-
preted differently for 
every person. 
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A street that is alive responds to it's residents, 
the pedestrian and the automobile. It must 
provide a place for cars to drive and park yet, at 
the same time, it must be an extension of the 
homes which alig~ it. It should be a well used 
urban scale room that is common to all of it's 
residents. 
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PROJECT 
Barger street is a vibrant neighborhood; it acts as 
a community. Most residents know one another 
even though many only live there for a year or 
less. This dead end street, the linking spine of 
the neighborhood, is an urban room bounded on 
one end by an entrance which allows cars and 
pedestrians to enter and on the other filters out 
automobiles by way of a barricade. The sides of 
Barger street are bounded by houses, the floor is 
pavement and the ceiling is the sky. This street 
also acts as a pedestrian path linking town and 
campus for students, professors and towns-
people. 
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The close proximity of the houses to the street, 
the promenade of residents to and from their 
mail boxes at the end of the street and to and 
from town or campus are a few of the activities 
that bring residents into the street. Barger 
street's location on the edge of campus encour-
ages one to walk to town and demands that one 
walk to campus since it is faster than driving. 
These daily routines establish a community 
within the neighborhood. 
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The concept is derived from a diagrammatic 
model of a wall with a room on the public street 
side and a room on the private rear. This con-
ceptual wall acts as a physical boundary. The 
wall is divided into duplex units with a protected 
street within its core. This interior, small scale 

street orders the plan of the unit. 
Each side of the street is bordered by 
this wall of duplexes. The street 
itself, further defined by two en-
trances becomes a large room for 
people; it is a room at the urban 
scale. It serves residents of Barger 
street as well as other pedestrians 

who use it daily. I considered whether or not to 
separate pedestrians from automobiles. The 
automobile is an important possession of the 
student and must be allowed to be driven up to 
the house. It claims an extension of the 
resident's territory by marking a new boundary. 
Another advantage to combining pedestrian and 
automobile use is that the density of parking on 
the street increases simultaneously with higher 
pedestrian traffic during the day. This condition 
forces the automobiles to slow creating a self-
regulating safety factor . 
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In Holland, the Woonerf neighborhoods control 
the traffic in thoroughfare neighborhoods by 
way of obstacles and surface textures which 
slow the automobiles. These neighborhoods are 
successful, urban scale rooms, occupied by both 
pedestrians and automobiles. They have be-
come alive with renewed use. I have employed 
many of these ideas in my project. 
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One passes under a common awning when 
entering the duplex. A tum to the right or left 
leads one to the half they live in. One enters 
their half of the duplex on the interior, private 
street. The dining room is the first room on the 
right. One must step up, leaving the street, to 
enter this room. Continuing down the street, 
they come to the stairs which leave the street 
level to ascend to the two bedrooms and bath-
room. This private level is away from the more 
public street below. Each bedroom generously 
opens to the woods with walls which fold away. 
The front walls of the bedrooms, which are on 
the public side of the wall, have only two small 
windows. The street below continues to the 
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living room, then outdoors again. This private 
street eventually leads to the next duplex. The 
interior street's repeating skylights introduce a 
rhythmic order in the ceiling. This repetitious 
condition suggests that it must continue into the 
next, adjacent duplex. This suggested connec-
tion between the adjacent duplexes transcends 
the boundary of the 
single duplex to a 
larger scale. The space 
shared between the two 
duplexes is of mutual 
ownership; it encour-
ages both to use it. 
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The entrances to Barger street act to control the 
automobile, an idea essential to the Dutch 
Woonerf neighborhoods. The southwest en-
trance to Barger street initially separates pedes-
trians and automobiles to increase safety at this 
vulnerable location then merges the two safely 
into the street. Cars must slow to enter between 
restrictive walls which serve to slow their speed. 
The street surface here is twelve by twelve inch 
cobblestones with a slightly rougher surface than 
the smaller four by four inch stones used else-
where. The northeast entrance filters out auto-
mobiles by way of an opening between the mail 
room and a wall of storage rooms. This entrance 
temporarily separates the pedestrians from bi-
cycles by differentiating it into a ramp and 
stairs. 
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