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INSECT NOTES 

Large numbers of these black and red insects are often found around houses and 
other building in the spring and fall. They overwinter as adults in protected places, 
such as under porches, in cavities in brick or stone walls, in leaf litter around shrubs, 
and under boards and tarps around houses. The adults and immature stages feed on the 
leaves and other parts of boxelder trees. However, they will also feed on other members 
of the maple family (yes, boxelder trees are a kind of maple), such as the sugar maple. 

The life cycle of these insects 
includes and spring and fall generation. 
Most of the year they can go unnoticed 
around houses and on trees, but at least 
twice during the year--in the spring and 
fall--they can gather in large numbers. 
They do not present a problem for the 
trees when they are feeding, and do not 
bite humans. The biggest problem is 
presented when the adults collect 
indoors in the fall and winter. 

Control of boxelder bugs is 
accomplished by applying liquid 
insecticide (any yard and garden 
chemical will do) to the swarms of 
adults and nymphs, and to some extent by 
spraying the bark and leaves of trees. 
Several spray applications may be 
necessary. Not because there is any 
resistance to the insecticide, but 
because there are often large numbers 
gathered together, and it is difficult 
to get the chemical to anything but the 
top layer of bugs! Cutting down the 
host trees is a rather drastic step, and 
not recommended. 
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RECENT QUESTIONS FROM THE FIELD 

House fly control in kitchens. House flies have become a serious problem in some 
local school kitchens. Apparently, the flies have come from a local poultry operation, 
and have been a problem for several months. Now, their is need for control--what to do? 
The insecticides labelled for use in food-handling areas include, resmethrin, alrethrin, 
and pyrethrins. These may be effective in controlling the house flies--or they may not. 
Houseflies associated with poultry operations probably have a fair amount of resistance to 
common insecticides. It may take some air-curtains, good screens, and some adult fly bait 
placed outside the kitchens to keep the fly numbers low. 

Powderpost beetles in an antique. A homeowner has an antique and suspects that 
there is an active infestation of powderpost beetles in it. How can they control this 
infestation--assuming that it is active! Will freezing the piece of wood kill the 
beetles? Yes, only if you can keep the temperature at or below freezing for several 
weeks. What about extreme heat? This strategy is possible, but likely to damage the 
piece of wood! What about fumigation with methyl bromide, using the canisters available 
for tobacco beds? Of course, these methyl bromide canisters are not labelled for 
powderpost beetle control--but it might be effective. The real question is whether the 
infestation is active or not. 

The life cycle of the anobiid powderpost beetle, Xyletinus pe/tatus. 
!he adults emerge from infested wood in April and May; females lay eggs in crevices 
m seasoned softwoods and hardwoods; larvae feed in the wood for 1-3 years; 
when larvae are f~ll gro~n they pupate, and adults are formed in about 30 days. 
The adults are active during the evening hours. 



BED BUGS 

Household infestations of bed bugs are not uncommon in Virginia. They can be 
encountered when old or used furniture is brought into the house, or when bird nests in 
the attic or fireplace are abandoned (yes, bird nests). There are some species of bed 
bugs that are associated with birds (in the nest). When the birds are forced out or simply 
leave, the bed bugs are forced to find a source of food (blood) somewhere else. 

Bed bugs feed on the blood of 
warm-blooded animals. They have 
piercing-sucking mouthparts, and pierce the 
skin and draw blood through the slender 
mouthparts. After feeding they often cause a 
swelling ir itching reaction on the 
host--much like a mosquito. The female bed 
bug will lay about 200 eggs during her life, 
usually 2-3 eggs per day. The eggs are laid 
in cracks and crevices adjacent to where the 
adults are feeding. This can be in a bed, or 
on the floor or walls. There may be several 
generations per year, depending on the 
temperature and food supply. 

Control of bed bugs requires careful 
inspection of all possible locations the 
adults and nymphs can occupy during the day. 
This includes all crevices in infested areas. 
A general spray to exposed surfaces and to 
crevices with a residual insecticide should 
provide adequate control. Aerosol 
insecticides can be used, if they are 
directed to suspected harborages. Infested 
areas may require retreatment to assure 
complete elimination. 
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INSECT NOTE: 

AZALEA LACE BUG 

Lace bugs are plant feeding bugs 
which are named for the delicate, 
lacelike texture of the wings and body 
surface. They are small insects, about 
1/4 inch long. Abot 20 species of lace 
bugs are pests of ornamental shrubs and 
trees in in the U.S. One of the common 
pests is the azalea lace bug, 
Stephanitis pyriodes. This insect is a 
pest wherever azaleas are grown. 

The azalea lace bug can go unnoticed 
because the adults and nymphs spend most of 
their time on the lower surface of the 
leaves. They feed in clusters, and obtain 
food by piercing the leaf surface and sucking 
plant sap through their slender beak. This 
feeding causes the upper surface of the leaf 
to appear spotted--a large number of white 
spots will appear on the leaves attacked by 
the adults and nymphs. Later the spots merge 
and the entire leaf will turn gray or brown. 
Plants that are heavily infested become 
unsightly and their vitality is severely 
reduced. 

The eggs are inserted in the leaf surface and remain there until hatching. The 
nymphs require about 40 days to complete development, mate and begin laying eggs. There 
are at least two broods per year. In late May and June the eggs laid by the second brood 
(in late s:ummer and fall) hatch and the nymphs begin feeding on the leaves of infested 
plants. 

Control of lace bug infestations with insecticides is not difficult, but it 
depends on careful application of the insecticide to the underside of the leaves. 
Systemic insecticides can be used to control these pests, because the suck plant juices 
and can acquire the insecticide while feeding. 
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