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Io Thesis Objective 

The objective of this thesis is pP!neipally 

twofold (a ) to present a. comprehensive study and 

analysis of the facilities necessary to satisfy all 

of the demands of a college s t udent • s social and phy-

sical well- being, and, 

(b) to present all of these facilities in 

a unified and complete architectural design . The design 

shall be designated as a " STUDENT CENT.uR11 
• 
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SECTION TWO 

Thesis Subject Selection 
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II . Thesis Subject Selection 

To date , college campuses have overlooked o'r 

tended to slight the most important single aspect of the 

student ' s campus end collegi ate life -- that of his social 

and physical activities . The author felt that this aspect 

of t he student's collegiate life should be thoroughly in-

vestigated and facilities and services ascertained that 

wo uld be necessary to completely satis fy the above important 

as pect o 

Since the College of Wake Forest is moving its 

entire physical plant to the City of Winston-Salem, North 

Carolina , it was felt that it would be more opportune and 

appropriate that e Student Cent er be designed for this new 

campus rather than take a hypothetical college building o 

It is on this premise the thesis will be based . 



SECTION THREE 

Philosophical Need For a 
Complete St ude nt Center-
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III . Philosophical Need 
for a Student Center 

The se arch for knowledge has been avi dly and 

relentlessly pursued t hroughout the ages. In the past , 

this pursui t of knowledge was quite different in approach 

f rom that we know today . Students and scholars in turn 

became teachers who imparted their knowledge to their sue-

ceeding scholars and s o on down to t he present day . How-

ever, methods of imparting kno wledge ~ave changed as the 

centuries ha~e passed . In the days of Homer , Plato and 

Ar i stotle , knowledge was of t he "informal 11 type .. Scholars 

and disciples of the teachers would g ather, listen , discuss 
-there ~s and then de part - - Ano rormal schooling as we know it to dayo 

At that time , the fundamentals of education beg an in the 

homes unde r parental guidance .. I n most cases, education 

did not extend beyond the confines of the homes . Great 

emphasis was placed on the physical development of the body 

in the form of athletic conte sts ~d events. As time 

p araded past , t hrough the Roman heyday , the Mi ddle Ages , 

the Renaissance , and approached the pre sent day , educ ation 

tended strongly toward the more formalized and stylized 

type of learning . Here the emphasis was plac ed on the 

scientific and learned matter derived from books and from 

te achers . Less and less emphasis was being placed on t he 

social and recreational aspects of education . During this 



time a very illl.f'ortant and critical phase of education 

was being neglected -- a dominant factor in education was 

being overlookedo Students were being educated in a very 

narrow sphere . Ins t utitions were producing intellectu:al 

automatons to perform specific and specialized tasks , but 

were neglecting to condition the mind and body to post -

college social and fraternal obligations . 

Today , education i s endeavoring to undergo a 
C'(,/? 

4 

major transformation -- education is in ~ awkward period 

of transition . Educators have come to realize that education 

i nvolves the entire life and activity of the student while 

in college r ather than being limited to basic courses of 

academic instruction. Educators have taken time to realize 

that a student is in the classroom and labor atory only a 

small number of the hours of the day . What , then, should 

the s tudent or scholar do with hi s free t ime ? It is a 

certainty that unless attractive , conven ient and appealing 

places of activity are placed at the easy disposal of the 

students, they will find the means of spending their free 

t ime elsewhere, and, in all probability , not to anyone ' s 

credit or advantage . 

Essenti ally, it boils down into this problem --

a campus must be made inviting , appealing and interesting 

to the student so as to hold his attention during hours 

unoccupied by academic work . There must be on the campus 
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a concentr ated area for activities. This area may consist 

of one large building or several smaller adjacent buildings. 

In all cases , the area must be concentrated in one simple 

grouping s o all students as well as faculty members will be 

induced to associate with each other during t heir free time . 

Gorie are t he days when the professor and instructor can be 

placed high on the proverbial pedestal -- far above the reach 

of the student. - · r L Ko longer will the teacher be able to 

administer t he elements of education from the lone ; solitary 

chamber window of hi s "ivory tower". He must become closely 

assoc iated with the students . It hardly seems sensible that 

associ atio~ellowship between students and profess ors can be 

terminated by the ring of the bell ending the class hour . 

Then , too , the problem of facu1ty relaxation end recreation 

is equally important . The mental fac ul ties of t he ac ademic 

st aff can be perfectl y attuned to automatic di s pensation of 

specific knowledge> and ye t their social and physic al activities 

h ave become war ped and stagnant like a body that has lost 

i ts muscle tone through the lac ~ of periodic exercise . 
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SECTION FOUR 

Practical Need For a 
Complete Student 6enter-



IV . Prac tic al Need For A 
Student Center 
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As a possible solution to t he problem of subtly 

directing the free time or off - time of t he students into 

t he proper channels , t he STUDENT CENTER was proposed . A 

forerunner of this union center was the commons ~' 

but such a commons room was not found adequate and capable 

of s pppl ying the many varied demands of the twentienth 

century student . 

The solut ion to the requirements of a STUDENT 

CENTER i s necess ar ily complex in nature. There can be 

no standardization of this t ype of building . Each i nst -

itut ion 1 s requi rements varyiremendously . If t he campus 

on which t he building is to be built is located in a 

small comm.unity or rural setting wi th relat i vely ample 

site av ail a,ble , then the structure to be designed could 
-

hardly be compared to a similar struc t ure to be designed 

for a large universi t y campus which i s located in a 

metropolitan area . Each instutution mus t c onsider it s 

own students as individu al personalities . The CENTER 

must be. more t h an just a room or coll ect i on of rooms . 

It must be above and beyond the phys i c al re quirement's 

of space and f urn i t ure , he at and li ght . An example of 

a relatively good student union center is t he Hart House 

of the University of Toronto (c i rca 1920) . The Hart 

House seeks to provide for all t he activities of the 
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undergraduate , graduate and faculty lif e which lies 

outside t he actual lecture and class rooms . Every male 

undergraduate of the university is required to be a 

member of the Hart , House . Graduate s and alumni and 

f aculty members also pay an annual ~ee . The house h as 

no endowment ; so t hese fe es are its source of income . 

The house to a large extent is manage d and operated by 

the students themselves. The founder s of t h is house 

had in mind that 't rue education is founded in good 

fellowship , in fr iendly di sputat i on and debate, and in the 

conversations of wi se and earnest men , in music , picture s 

and pl ays , in t he casual book , in s ports and games and 

the maste r y of the body . 

The STUD NT CENTER must serve as a center for 

all extra-curricular ac tivities. As a building , this 

center house s the headquarters for all soci e.l societies , 

school publications , dramatics , special at hle t ics , wel -

f are or gani zations , well - equipped club rooms , lounges 

fo r men and women , music rooms , g ame rooms,swinnning pools , 

l ibrary , dining facilit ies , alumni facilitie s , coD.ege 

gue s ts , visit i ng t eams , faculty clubs and b achelor 
' faculty quarters . The l ist of faciliti es and requirepents 

can be listed indefin itely . But as stated before , each 

institution will h ave i ts own general and special require -

men ts . 
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Only through extensi ve researc h and person al interviews 

with t he inst itutional staff heads can t he se require-

ments be effectively evaluated and pinned down. 8.ef;t:i;;i;i teJ y . 

In order to study the problem of t he contemporary 

STUDENT CENTER, we should discuss each of the elements 

to be contained in a t ypical TUDENT CENTER . The student's 

needs are the primary consideration . It will be a ma jor 

problem to adjust t he conflicting interests and to 

justly apportion the space~~~ping in mind the ecomomic 

situation. There are no hard and fast formulae for 

planning such a student center. The study must begin at 

the very 11 fo untainhead 11 • When a study or analysis is 

made of other similar buildings of the same general type , 

the res e archer must know the compelling factors behind 

t heir origin -- he must know the conditions which produced 

i t . 



SECTION FIVE 

Practical Requirements of a 
Student Center 
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V. Pr actic al Re uirements Of 
a Student Center Typical 

Location and Sett ing 

The location or placement of the STUDENT 

CENTER on t he campus with re lati on to other building 

groups is of extreme importance . Thi s center building 

is fast displacing t he strate gic import an?e of ,t he 

adminis t~ ation and library building . The student center 

becomes what it implies -- the center or focal point 

of the campus . It bec omes t he he art and blood of t he 

campus and f rom it wi ll s pring the impetus fo r all 

extra curricular activities . The student center must 

be l oc ated in a central portion of the campus which is 

easily accessible to students and faculty members alike . 

The academic buildings , libraries and such other instn-

tutional buildings will be placed in close proximity 

and relat i onship wi th the student center G The center 

will be designed for living and constant use t hroughout 

the d ay and night . Entr ances should be ac cess ible to 

all pedestrian and vehi cular traffic . In as much as 

possible , t he vehicular traffic will be limited to 

·service elements and certain other spec i fic elements 

which will be discussed later in this thesis . 

Considerable thought must be gi ven to the 

appropriate landscaping . Proper and skillful land-

scaping is all important to the building . 
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The landscapi ng and entourage mus t amplify the beauty 

of the architecture . Orientation of the building wi t h 

re gard t o the s un , p:"evailing winds and attract ive views 

must also pl ay an i mportant role in the initial and 

fin al stages of the design , particularly with reference 

to cer tain specific elements which will be discussed 

in detail further in t he the s i s . 

Lobbies : 

When t h e university is comprised of several 

colle ges or separate institut ional departments , the 

direct circulati.on from these groups mus t be feadthrough 

central lobbies and then traffic dlstrib:tio;g. to t he 

separate facilities of the center . In t hi s way, all 

students and faculty members will be thr own into contact 

with one ano t her at S'ome time .6.uring the course of 

daily routine . 

The main lobby should be on the main floor 

level fo r easy access ibility to all pers onnel . This 

l ©bby should contain such facilities as informat ion 

centers, telephone and t oilet faci l i ties fo r men and 

women and par tial lounge faci l ities . The lobbie s 

should be as domesti c and warm i n expre ss i on and treat-

ment as pos sible .. The feeling of austere s plendor and 

gilt sh ould be minimi zed . The student, f aculty members, 

visitors and returning alumni shoul d be made t o feel 

completely at home immediately upon entrance . An ex-
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cellent example of warmth and attractiveness can be 

cited in the lobbies and lounges of t he new Statler 

Hotel in Washington, D. c. Although the major portions 

of the lobbies ar e two storie s in he ight and is quite 

expansive , it still maintains a quiet digni t y and 
he 

comfort able appe aranc e . One fee ls as if ~ be longs 
he 

t o i t when ~ enter~ . Such a feeling must be conveyed 

upon ent rance in the STUDENT CEN TER . The s tudent 

must not be overpowered upon entrance with or nate 

Victorian Gothi c , with flowery Richardsonian Romar~ que> 

or the stitled appearance of the t ypic al Geor gian s t yles . 

Offices: 

To administer the needs of the STUDENT CENTER , 

many offices and suites of office s will be required . 

General and private offices must be locate d ne ar the 

main or central lobby f or the administrative offices 

of the center . Offices for we lfare organizations , 

YMCA and YWCA facilitie s, and similar organizations must 

be accounted fo r . Space must be allocat ed fo r offices 

for the inst i tution 1 s student publications as well as 

general work areas and conference rooms . Additional 

spac e must be allowe d for special purpose rooms as -

joining the se offices and work are as . Offices mus t b e 

allocated for the close s upervi s i on of the kitchen 

·operations hich service the dining are as . Thes e offices 
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mus t be located in c lose proximi t y to the kitchen areas 

for the most efficient supervision of services , suppl i es 

and miscellaneous adminis t rative kitchen de tails . These 

offic es, though t he y must b e attractive, need not 

seriously affect t he overall design of the center . 

Lounge s: 

Lounges for a very i mportant part i n the 

general requi rements of a student center . There should 

be a central lounge in which bo th sexes can be accomo-

dated . This lounge shoul d b e ad j acen t to the main 

b allrooms and the ater so~i s lounge or a series of 

lounge s can be used during concerts, plays and such ot her 
as 

soci al ac tivity wb:iea may be held in the theater or in 

the ballrooms . Ot her separate lounges f or men and women 

wi t h adjoining toilet faci l i ties shoul d be provided . These 

lounges will be used by the students when the sexes are 

voluntarily separated . The domestic atomsphere of the 

lobby should prevai l i n the main and supplementary 

lounge s . The us e of lower ceiling hights , interest ing 

f ene stration , materi als and i nterior decoration play an 

extremely important role i n the character of these lounges o 

Lighting should be ade quate but subdue d enough so as to 

be re stful to the eyes . Normally , here in the lounges , 
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the male and f emale students will be able to i'ully 

relax and be comforta~le between class periods or 

prior t o dining or prior to p~rt i cipating in some form 

of athletic or light . recreational endeavor . 

The individual lounges for the men and women , 

though still of the relaxed and free atomsphere, will 

be treated differently wi th res pec t to the interior 

decorative treatment o 

Ballrooms and Dancing Facil it ies : 

Of a nece s sit y , the ballroom must be on the 

first floor level for easy access during social functions . 

It s entrance should be somewhat direct to the pedestrian 

and vehicular traffic so as to reli eve as much congestion 

of traffic as possible. The ballroom must be of ample 

size to accomodate a size able gathering . Es sentially, 

the ballroom would be utilized fo r dances , and on oc-

casions , it would possibly be used for large banquets 

when the dining elements would not be adequate in size 

to agree ab ii.y accomodate an unexpectedly large g athering 

of pe lb ple e Such a ballroom should h ave ample balcony 

space so as to ac comodate spect ators during dances. 

This would eliminate a ver y common occurrence at most 

collegiate dances where the walls of the dance floor 

are lined wi t h non- danc ers and chaperot{§ who tend to 



decrease the amount of dancing area. The ballroom 

should have an adjoining terrace wi th a commanding 

vi ew , if pos s ible . This terrace could very eas i ly 
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be by dayt i me the normal open terrace dining element . 

Needle ss to state, the lounges must be adjacent to the 
that b allroom facilities so~full use can be made of the se 

lounges and their toilet fac i li t ies . A small port able 

stage should be provided . Ac oust i cal treatment in the 

ballroom mus t be given cons ider~ble t hought i n t he 

design of the ball"'l-oom. 

Main Dining Elements: 

Dining requirements in the s tudent center may 

VBI'Y from no major dining elements to t he dining of 

the ent i re faculty and student body . This variable 

element will be in accordance with the wishes of the 

student body and col le ge trustees . At Virg inia Poly -

technic Inst itute , separate dining faci l ities §re~ 

provided f or the students and facul t y members. There -

fore, at t his instutution no elabor ate dining facili ties 

are required in the Student Un ion Bui l ding . However , 
I 

at the Univers i ty of Toronto, all personnel eat at t he 

Hart House , t he universi t y ' s union building . SimilBI''il.y 

at the University of Minnesota , the Coffman Memorial 

Union has facilities for feeding its entire enrollment . 
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It can be seen that the dining elements must be ~ 

ifti~ely defined as to what specific facilities are 

needed o In the Coffman Memorial Union Building , there 

are some twenty-odd dining elements . Normally in a 

medium-s ized or smaller university , such a large allot -
\S ment of dini ng areas a3?-e not needed . A minimum would 

be a cafeteria which would serve short orders, cof fee 

and doughnuts , light breakfast, etc . A main dining room 

to serve the students, if i ncorporated into the design, 

should be ample in size , well lighted and ventillated . 

This student dining area should be cafeteria style • 

I t has been fo und that a smaller space , with much less 

expense to operate, can be utilized better when the 

cafeteria sty1e of feeding is used . The are a for eat ing 

should be as attractive as any large restaurant . This 

can be done with proper design and appropriate architectural 

treatment of the interior . Too many inst i.tutions have 

resorted to the bleak and barren dining h alls which 

reflect the great banquet halls of medievru. knights or 

British Lords, or it may have the character of a 

Francisc'i'an mone.stery . With re gard to the location of 

the dining facilities within the building proper , these 

elements should not be shoved into some sub-basement . 

They , like lounges, should be readily accessible to the 

students and faculty members . 
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Separate entrances for daily use is considered advis.able . 

However, the dining element should not be considered as 

a se parate part of the building group, but as an integral 

part of the building proper . That compelling force whi ch 

says, "EAT ~ has a great following and pr obably would 

contribute to the acti vities i n t he center immensely . 

Also , the hours of eating are common hours to al1:, and 

therefore~he students and faculty are induced into a 

common fellowship during these hours . 

The dining areas and cafeteri as mus t of a 

necessity be located near the ki tchen service element s . 

If the economy will allow such an expense, it wo uld 

be deeme d advisable to have separate kitchens for each 

dining element . However , in most cases , the use of ~ 

single main kitchen with minor kitchen utility rooms 

would suffi ce. 

Ass embly Rooms : 

One of the major consider ations in the design 

of assembly room~ is the determi nation of the appropriate 

size . Like a cafeteria or snack shop , an assembly room 

can never really be large enough to accomodate the 

maximum anticipated gathering since this would not be 

economica]lsound . If maximum space were allowed, the 

maj or poltf~~s of~ime t he room would not be used to its 

fullest extent . It seems reasonable to state that such 

a room should be de signed for slightly over nor mal re<{_u•n;irneni:. 
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When larger numbers must be accomodate d , other ro oms 

or areas might be opened up to take care of the 

heavy overload . Under t his premise, it would seem 

advisable to h ave adjacent rooms, such as the dining 

elements, which could be opene d up to provide addi -

tional space for assemblies . 

Library Facilities: 

It must be unders to od that this library area 

in the student center would no t serve as a cent ral 

re pository for a vast n umber of literary volumes . I t 

would not try to compete in si ze or function with that 

of the central library or that of the departmental 

libraries on the campus . This library should be used 

primarily fo r the housing and distribution of periodicals 

and book s of the lightest t ype of reading matter . 

Therefore, the space required would not have to be 

large . A beautiful quiet room or area with attractive 

3El.ving should be adequate . In t his library the student 

would find periodic als and books fo r complete relaxation 

and sheer enjoyment . The library area would carry 

through the t heme of the student center -- one of common 

fellowship and relaxation without restraint, The 

character and atomsphere of t he library must be intimate . 

Comfortable ch airs and seats should be provided . 
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If possible , portions of t he area should b e semi- de-

tached to provide reading alcoves for intimacy and 

privacy . For ex ample , reading bays projecte d ~ from 

t he library area with ample natural lighting, f urnished 

wi t h comfortable chairs, would create t his atomsphere 

of inti macy and privacy . The usual , austere, sophist i cated 

and cold atomsphere which prevails in mos t libraries 

mus t be avoided . The student and faculty members must 

be made to feel t hey are welcome and a nat ural part of 

t h e l ibrary . In many l ibraries , the walls are l ined with 

volumes of books and periodicals which me ans the windows 

are placed at a very high l eve l . No t hing can kill the 

f ee l ing of warmth and int imacy ·more than shoving t he 

windo~s up to prison-like heights . These windows must 

be brought down to a sensible height s o~~e l ibr ary 

reader can take advantage not only of the r eading mat t er 

but the surrounding views as well o 

Audi t orium and Theat e r Fac il i ties : 

In the past few ye ars , t he use of educational 

films have taken an important place in1~eld of ed-

ucation . I t has been proven , according to Army stat i stics , 

t hat individuals learn through their five s enses 

and of the s e five senses , the individual absorbs approx-

imately 75 per cent of his knowledge through t he s ingle 
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sense of sight • Therefore , one can r eadily see t hat 

BI!lple facilities must be maintained for the showing 

of these films . In the more progressive educational 

j_nsti tut ions , provisions are made in each classr oom, 

recitation or lecture rooll18 for t he showing of appr op-

ri te training or educationa films. These classroom 

facilities would be used to show film which are pert-

inent to the par t icular course of study . However , 

there are many other films which students and faculty 

members should see jointl-y; and the classrc om facilities 

would not accomodate the large numberso 

On many colle ge campuses , there are many 

act ive dramatic organizations and societies . These 

organiz tions and societies should be provided wi t h 

adequate~i~/e they may freely take advant age of t hem 

and further t heir desires along the dramati lines . 

In conjunction with the theater- audi t orium, 

there must be ticket lobb i es , check rooms, ret i ring 

rooms , dressing rooms and general work r ooms for making 

and storing of scenery and stage appliances . The 

probl em of aco us t ics , lighting , s t age arrangement , 

seating , entr anc es and exi t s , and t he many other nee -

essary elements tend to make this group quite complex . 

Con siderable attention must be devoted to the solving 

of these problems individually and as a whole . 



Such an element as an audit6rium and theater 

group mus t have separate entrances end exits since 

most of these group activities would be held at nie;ht 

and would be open to students, faculty end visi t ors 

in general . I t s ent rances , while they must be con-

venient and accessible , need not be imposing and mon-

umental . 

Kitchens: 
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In the kitchen facili t ie s of a student center, 

where the dining elements are many and varied , the prob -

l em of efficiency presents an intricate and complex 

problem. The design of the kitchen and service elements 

alone would supply sufficient material for a lengt hy 

thesis . ia it ielf . As discussed in a previous paragraph, 

the size of the kitchen elements and their. requirements 

are based directly on t he amount end type of dining 

facilities to be provided in the center . 

Flow charts must be prepared and studied in 

minute detail to attain the maximum efficiency . The 

food must be trac ed from initial deliver y , storage , 

refrigerator to ranges , boilers to ket t les and on t o 

dishe s , terminating with served food on the t able s or 

at t he cafeteria counters . Flow charts will not be 

confined to foodstuffs alone , but ho all accessories 
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which mus t accompany it s handling . Storage s pac e 

for linens , china and miscellane ous items if of primary 

importance - All toq oft en , storage s pace is not con-

sidered as an integral part of the kitchen planning . 

In as l ar ge an element e.s e student center's kitchens , 

the problem of refrigeration is very important, 

When more t h an one level is employed in the 

dining elements , the use of a system of dumbwai ters and 

service elevators will be needed . 

Athletic and Light Rec r eational Faci lities : 

The student cente r is primar i l y e stablished 

to house all extra- curricul aractiviti e s . The elements 

of light recreation as wel l as normal athletics mus t 

be cons i dered as. a pa.rt of these extra-curr i cula act -

i vit i es . The elements of light recreation must be 

located in a convenient and accessible part of the 

center . These ligh t recre ational facilities need not 

be closely correlated to the maj or athletic facilities . 

The extent to which athletic facilities should 

be expanded is subject to t he needs and judgment of 

each individu al institution . In t he Hart House , nearly 

ell the elements of a complete field house are included 

t herein including several large gymnas i a and several 

indoor swinnning pools with appropr iate facili ties for each. 



t 

22 

In the light recreational group , it is es-

sential that an ade quate provisions be made for 
«nd bowling enthusiasts , Aareas or rooms for billiards. 

In these areas , provisions should be made for a 

small spectator gallery , for those who enjoy observing 

as well as playing the game s . Thes e galleries could 

be used also dur ing scheduled tournaments and exhibitions . 

Space should be allotted for the playing of games such 

as b ackgammon , checkers , chess , bridge and other similar 

games . A large concourse provided with alcoves or cub-

icles f or the pl aying of these g ames would be excellent. 

The s e cubicles and alcoves could serve as well for bet -

ween class study or before-examination refreshing since 

the area as a whole would be relatively quiet . 

Normally , i t does not seem economically sound 

to have v as t areas devoted to t he playing of indoor tennis , 

s wimming, handball, and s uch other similar sports which 

require a large area when these elements would be a dup-

lication of facilities contai ned in another part of the 

campus , such as in the field house or athletic center .• 

Where the economy of the project is not con sidered, then 

all athletic facilities should be provided in the 

student center regardless of duplication in other parts 

of the campus . 



Ample toilet facil i t ies mus t be provmded 

adjacent to the ab ove ment ioned light recreational 

facilities . The locat i on of these toilet faci lities 

will not radic a.ll~affect the overall design of t he 

group . 

Miscellaneous Rooms: 
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Throughout the student center adequate space 

must be allotted for general purpose and miscellaneous 

uses . Many various organizat i ons and societie s must ' 

be accomodated . For example, all student publi cations 

such as the college daily p aper (if any exists) , t he 

weekly and quaeterly public at ions and the colle ge annual . 

These faciliti es for s tudent publications would consist 

primarily of off ices or suite s of offices wi t h adjoining 

special utility areas to be used for dark rooms , layout 

and process ing rooms . 

Also, on ne arly all c ampuses, t here are many 

honorary and professional fraternit i es *R~hwill requi re 

permanent headquarters in the student cente r es well as 

other societies and clubs whlch iwill requi re periodic 

assembly spaces and areas . The space allottment f or 

the se are as will depend upon the number of organi zations 

and ac tiveness of each organization . 
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All college campuses have ~ student government 

of some form . Space must be provided for its specific 
' functioning . Such space would consist of several as-

joining offices and record and file areas . Also a 

larger room must be provided for the use of the councils, 

courts and general assembly . Space should be provided 

for the use of the student honor courts . Within this 

area , space resembling a typical courtroom with jury 

and judges ' chambers, jury and judges' boxes and counsel 

rooms with small gallery for spectators lT\0st be prov1dec\. 

Playing a large part in the student life is the 

Young Men's Christian Association and Young Women ' s 

Christian Association , particularly in non-sectari an 

colleges . Adequate and appropriate space must be allocated 

for th~se organizations use . These facilities would 

consis t of offices , consultation rooms and a small ch apel 

or general area for assembly of small groups . All too 

often the using agencies are not cons ulted as to their 

specific needs and requirements . Each organi z ation 

requiring any space larger than a single room or simple 

area must be consulted and their specifications can then 

be modified and the necessary compromises made with 

respect to the economic situation and the validity of 

their individu al clai ms . 
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Within the student center, .certain space 

allotments must be made for the student connselors and 

t heir administr ative staffs. Adequate record, file , 

work snd storage are a.s must be provided for each of 

these counselors . 

Special consideration should be given to a. 

music and reading room. Since music play s such an im-

portant part in the student's social l ife , space must 

be allocated for such expression . A s pec ial area with 

particular emphasis being placed on the acoustical 

treatment and arrangement should be provided in the 

student center . This area may be des i gnated as the 

"music al library 11 ( See paragr aph entitled "Library") " 

This area would contain .listening booths so that more 

t han one student or groups of students can be acc omodat ed . 

Also, t his area should be arranged so, could be easily 

converted into a medium or small s ized a~sembly chamber 

for the usefsmal l concerts in recorded form. Musical 

records and albums i n this library wo uld vary from 

popular to semi - clas sical and clas sical selections . 

All of these records would be catalogue d soi~ch student 
i:.t might easily find t he desired se~tion and replace ebem 

without requiring too much c lose supervision .• 
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The reading room could very well be an annex 

to the library area which has already been discussed . 

This reading room would give additional space for the 

library users as well . The re ading room should also 

contain a selection of film strips and appropri ate f ac-

ilities for the showing of t hes e f.ilm strips eithe r to 

the individual student or to groups of students . 

The location of these elements within the 

student center is not of great importance . When such 

facilities are made known to the student and faculty 
n, m se l-t-

me mb er , each will avail +,h etaeelvos of the opportunities 

if it is tRb~r choice of recreational expression and 

outlet . 

Snack Bar s: 

In addition t o the normal dining facilities , 

a snack bar or small cafeteria for coffee , doughnuts , 

light breakfas ts , etc . , should be provided . If these 

facilities are not provided in the student center, 

the student will find them off the campus . P:nyone who 

has ever attended college , reg:e.rdless of size , will 

recall the sandwich shop or the local hostelr~as the 

place of fraternal gathering . Such an import ant phase 

in the formation of the student ' s social character 

should not be slighted or overlooked . The tap rooms at 
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the university of Minnesota in the student union bui ding 

has proven to be a highly frequented center of free 

dis cussuion and warm fellowship -- and out of such fre e 

discussion and fe llowship , real knowledge and social 
d {"Q. grace 4-:e gleaned . Designers and educators must provide 

the pr oper atomsphere for such gatherings . 

Book Store: 

Nearly all collegiate campuses operate a 

central agency for the dispensing ·of books , materi al s 

and ea.ui pment . Also the daily necessities of the 

s t udents must be supplied such as tooth paste , soap , 

razor blades , and like articleso The college admin-

istration usually administers such personal services 

in the form of a central book store area . In this 

element , the feeling of a commercial establishment 

will be difficult~minimize since its functions are 

strictly connneri c al in nature . This element must be 

provided with ample space for storage of miscellaneous 

equipment and supplies; sufficient and appropriate 

di splay areas must be provided also . The purchasing 

student and faculty member must have ample room in 

which to cir culate . 

Post Off ice .Are a: 

The post office area is a very important 
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and highly frequented area . The visits to this area 
t\C?Z. 
4-s -e daily ritualS to both students and faculty alike . 

This area must be designed for the maximum of ant i -

cipated traffic . The post office elements would in-

elude arrangement of postal boxes, service windows , 

mail reception and distribution areas and storage and 

office spaces . ntrances and exits mus t be thoroughly 

studied with regard• to the flow of students from other 

elements in the student center as well as flow of students 

from adjacent academic and living groups . 

Barber and Be auty Shops: 

The i~portant elements of the barber and beauty 

shops must not be overlooked in the design of the 

student center . There has been , however , quite a great 

deal of discussion as to whether fR~~e type of elements 

should be included in a student center . Some authorities 

seem to fee l that the college should not enter into 

compe tition with neighboring connnerical establishments . 
' However , the college administration should keep in mind 

that if the student can be more convenient ly served in 

the center then there should be no question es to whether 

these elements should be included . Also , the college 

administration must keep in mi nd t hat as many student 

services as are necessary to satisfy the needs of the 



mus"'=. t:,Q proo 1d'2d ' f'\ th'• ce n-\o r. 
student and faculty r The students must be made to 

29 

feel they can turn to this student center for all of 

t heir needs whether they be social , physical or generalo 

Alumni and Bachelor F aculty Facilities: 

It is logical and appropriate that the alumni 

facilities be established in the student center . These 

facilities wo uld con sist of attractive lounge s , offices 

for administration and maintenance of records and files , 

offices for alumni organi z ations and stnff members, 

conference and meet ing room and general t oilet facilitie s. 

There should be prowided sleeping areas for returning 

alumni , distinguished visitors and their families . These 

s leeping areas should should be a self-contained group 

which is slightly separated from t he administrative wing 

facilities . Guest rooms should have separate bat h s_ or 

semi - private bath, ; they should b e light and air>Y with 

consideration given to orientation with respe ct to the 

s un and prevailing breezes . Some of these rooms should 

be designed to accomodate two to four persons (dormitory 

type) . These large rooms could well be used for visiting 

athle tic tea.ms, dele gations and similar guest gr oups . 

On the upper l evels of the alumni wing, provisions 

should be made for bachelor f culty members . These 

rooms would vary in size and accomodation so as to be 
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in keeping with the various ratings of the faculty members . 

These bachelor facilities would also include communal and 

semi - private lounges wi th appropriate general toilet 

facilitieso Access to these facilities should be direc to 



SECTION SIX 

Thesi s Stipulations and limitations-
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VI . Thesis Stipulations and 
Limitations 

I n order to arrive at an intel ligent des ign 

fo r a Student Center for any college campus , t he actual 

needs and specific r e quirements necessary to fulfi ll 

the functions of the c ente r must be ascertained, and 
~hoo\d \,~ t hese needs and requirements~then~1nte gr ated into an 

effici ent and pleasing s tructure. The design sho uld 

reflect the general attitudes and character of the col -

lege c ampus as a whole. Since the specific needs and 

requirements of a Student Center for t he new Wake Forest 

Colle ge have been chosen as t he basis of illustration 

of the latter part of the thesis object ive, the fol -

lowing informat ion is given for the purpose of estab-

lishing t he backgr ound and general mot i vation for t he 

proposed Student Center. 

Hi storic al Background: 

"The his tory of the fo unding of Wake Forest 

College is inseparable f rom the history of t he format ion 

of t he Baptist State Convention . One of the two main 

purposes which le d to t he organization of the convention 

i n 1830 was to establish an educ at ional insti t ution 

that would give training under Christ i an infl uences ... 
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and provide educated ministers . 

"Innnediately after the formation of the Bap-

tis t State Convention , Dr . Samuel Wait, serving as 

agent for the Convention , be gan an intensive four -year 

educational program among the Baptists of the State . 

Two years later>i~ 1832 , the Convention purchased from 

Dr . Calvin Jones a 600 - acre farm sixteen miles north 

of Raleigh , North Carolina, to be used as a site fo r 
,,. 

the proposed school . 

Chartering Wake For est Institute: 

"under the authorization of a charter granted 

by the State Legislature i n December , 1833 , the school 

was opened as Wake Forest Ins t i tute on February 1834 , 

with Dr o Samuel Wait as principal . Although the pri-

mary purpose was to give collegiate instruction in the 

arts and sciences , for five yea s the Wake Forest 

Instit ute operated as a manual labor school, at t racting 

liberal patronage from t he large planters of the State, 

who wished their sons to receive practical training in 

agriculture , along with education i n liberal arts . In 

1836 , the enrollment had incre ased from the original 

16 to 141. 
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The College: 

"The :manual labor f e at ure was abandoned at 

t he close of the year 1838 , and t he i nstitution was 

rechartered~in Dec ember 1838 , as Wake Fore s t College • . 
With t eachers who were graduat es of Colu.~bi an College , 

Brown University , and Dartmouth Col le ge, and with a 

liberal art s curriculum that was standard f or that time , 

Wake Forest Colle ge conferred the degree of Bachelor 

of Arts upon f our young men in June of 1839 . 
11 From 1839 to 1894 t he College operated ex-

clusively as a college of l i ber al arts; the School 

of Law was established in June of 1894; and t he School 

of Medicine in May of 1902 . 
11
--------- The colle ge has made a dis t inguished 

contribution to culture , Christian influence , and 

leadership in accordance with t he original purpose of 

t he founders of the institution. ------ The present 

property of the Colle ge , including t he endowments , and 

the buildings and grounds , amounts to about $5 , 250 , 000 ." 

Enlargement Program: 

"A program to provide for at least 2 , 000 

students was launched by the t r ustees in 1943 . C. J . 

Jackson , an alumnus , was selected as director and 

R. P . Holding , alumnus and trustee , as general chairmen . 
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"Progress toward a seven million dollar goal fo r buildings 

and endowment s at Wake Fores t College was being made 

when the z. Smith Reynolds Foundation offered in 1946 

its annual income , up to $350 , 000 , and Mr . and Mrs . 

Charles H. ! 1a.bcock a beautiful campus site of several 

hundred acres at Reynolda on condition t hat the Colle ge 

move to Winston- Salem, Nort h Carolina . These offers 

h ave been accepted with sincere appreciation. Members 

of the Gray families have made sizeable gifts re ently 

to the Bowman Gr ay School of Medicine of Wake Forest 

College , already located at Wins ton- Salem. 

nFr om six to ten million dollars will be needed 

for construct i ng on a new site a college adequate fnr 

approximately 3000 students . Both the trustees and t he 

Convention are seeking to secure within the next five 

years from individual s , corporations , foundations , 

and through the churches , ample f unds for this purpose ." 

It can be seen from the past history of the 

College that the ac ademic courses offered h ave changed 

over the hundred year period . The Colle ge had its 

beginning primarily as a Baptist sponsored agr i cultural 

school and t hen chang~ to t he liberal arts curricula 

of Religion , Law and Medicine , of which the School of 

Heligion was the prominent curriculumo Then in 1939 , 

with the large Bowman Gr ay medical endowment , which moved 
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the Medical College to Winston- Salem, the School of 

Medicine became the prominent curriculum of the Colle ge. 

Another major ch an ge was undergone at Wake Forest when 

t he ins t ttution became co - educational in the swmner 

session of 1942 . 

In 1946 , with acceptance of the Z. Smith Rey -

nolds Foundation , the College ~ made expansive plans 

to move the entire college plant to Wins ton- Salem to 

occupy the northern tip of the present Reynolda Es tate . 

Mr . Jens Frederick Larsen , of New York City , was selected 

to submit a master plan study of t he new college site . 

(See Master Gem.pus Plan) . Wi th this t eitative master 

campus plan present ed and accept ed , Mr . Larsem was 

selected as the college architect with the firm of 

Northup and 0 1Brien (Wins t on- Salem, N. C.) and Mr . 

Dietrick. (Raleigh , N. C. ) as associate arhci tee ts . 

To date , no other formative plans have been 

made exce pt the te~ative master campus plan . Mr . Larsen 

has stated that no definite s t yle or peri od of archi -

tecture would prevail on t he campus but t hat e ach 

building or groups of buildings would express archi-

tecturally the s ub jects to be taught therein and 

would also express the _}:Li story and character of the 

st ate of North Carolinao 
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The elements to be included in the Student 

Center have been left to the descretion of the desi gner , 

s ubjec t to the approval of the board of trustees and 

alumni of the college . No s pecific limitations or 

stipulations were made . It will be the responsibility 

of the designer to establish the specific needs end 

individual requirements of th~ Student Center . 
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The Princip al Plana and Elevat ions 
Of the Student Center-
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M in First Floor Plan Level 
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Second Floor Plan Level 
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Int~rmediate Floor Flan Level 
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Lower Floor Plan Level 
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Northwest Elevation 

Southwest Elevation 
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Northeagt Elevation 

Southeast Elevation 
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SECTION SEVEN 

Design Analysis of t he Student Center 
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VII 9 Design Analysis of the Student Center 

' General : 

From the Architect ' s (Larsen) plan , it can 

'be seen that the three major elements (student activities , 

gymnasium and auditorium) have been relegated to three 

separate buildings . (See master campus plan) . The 

designer (author o~ thesis ) had thre e al t ernatives 

f r om which to choose in the fo r mation of t he initial 

end final design . They were : a . to keep the three major 
elements as three buildings , 

b . to correlate the three 
major elements into a 
connec t ed group of 
buildings , or 

c . to consolidate the thre e 
major elements into a 
single unified structure o 

In keeping with the original premise t h at all 

extra- curricular ctivities would be s atisfied in the 

Student Center , it was f elt that , psychologically 

speaking , the major elements should be concentrated in 

a single uni fied structure . Although this scheme would 

ma.ke a relatively large building, it was felt that the 

student would tend to begin thinking, not in terms of 

several buildings , but of a s i n gle center or concen-

tr ated area of activity Where all of his social and 

recreational needs can be satisfied . One might say , 

the student will be unconsciously induced to form the 
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the habit of frequenting the center for one or many 

reasons . The STUDENT CENTER, in effect , becomes t he 

clearing house and "campus filter" for the students 

and the faculty . Through the center's activities, it 

is felt the college can subtly direct and control the 

extra-curricular activities of the student body without 

obvious regulations . 

The designer felt that the Student Center 

should be student- owned, operated and controlled. 

Each student and faculty member would be required to 

become members of the STUDENT CENTER and will be 

required to pay a nominal initiation fee which would 

entitle him to the use of all faci l ities and services 

of the center . The center's administrative staff 

should be members of the student body (preferably • 

representative5 of the senior class) and should be 

voted to office . These student staff members would 
' 

transact the business and maintain proper administration 

of the center with the guidance and aid of trained 

personnel . The STUDENT CENTER would be self-supporting 

and the revenue derived from the facilities of the 

center , over and ab ove the operating expenses and 

maintenance expenses , would be depos ited ia a central 

fund . These surplus funds would be used as the student 

body directed • . 





Site selection: 

The northern tip of Reynolds Estate i s a 

well wooded area of vi r gin and second growth oaks 

and pines formed into varying sized tree groves . 

The contours of the land vary sufficiently to make 
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the terrain rather informal in character. The general 

lay of the land is compose d of a series of gentle 

slopes punctuated by slight valleys and ridges whi ch 

are dominated by small plateuu.s opposing rounded 

knolls . 

The site selected for the STUDENT CENTER 

is the highest level of the plot and dominates the 

enti re surrounding terrain . The land slopes gently 

away from the building on the soutwest to southeast 

sides and drops sharply on the northeast terminating 

in a rel atively flat pl ateau ; on t he northwest side 

of the building, the land is relatively le vel near 

t he building and drops gently some seventy odd yards 

away from the building. 

The auditorium facilities and student act -
¢"e ivi t ie s group ~ located on the highe st portion of 

the knoll wi t h the at hletic facilities located to 

the east on a l evel some thirty-odd fee l below the 

audi torium and s tudent activities groups . The alumni 

wing i s sandwiched between the student activities 

facilitie s and t he athle t ic facilitie s on a level some 
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ten to twelve feet below the student ac t ivities group . 

The dining wing extends souteast from the student 

activities group to include a drop of about 15 to 18 

feet where the light recreational facilities are located 

on the ground level under the main dining area . 

The center as a whole was designed so as to fit into 

t he existing contours of the site . A minimum of 

grading and filling would have to be executed in the 

construction of this STUDENT CENTER. (See overall 

plot diagram) . 

The location of each major group of fac-

ilities was determined principally by the relation 

to other important facilities of the campus . The 

lo gic and reasoning for the placement of these fac-

ilities is discussed under each specific group analysis . 



Attention Patron: 

Page 53 omitted from 

numbering 
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Student Activities 
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B. Student Activities Group 

General: 

The student activities group comprises the 

central portion of the student center. All of the 

elements are di.rectly accessible from the main entrs.nce 

lounge (lobby) and glassed corridor which runs the 

entire length of this group. The paved promenade spans 

the whole length of the fronto Thi s promenade forms 

a pleasant and spacious entrance plaza t o the S'I'UDENT 

CENTER. Opposing the long glassed corridor on the 

north side of the promenade are four memorial statuary 

groups which express the four qualities of education, 

culture , Chri stian influence and leadershipo 

The central lounge is a spacious low-ceilinged 

room uncluttered by columns and partitions . This 

central lounge forms the nucleus of the STUDENT CENTER 

and controls the tra..ffic to the gallery and auditorium, 

student act ivi ties group and t he dining areas . The 

large free - shaped , free-standing stair carries the 

traffic up to the second level and down to the inter~e d

iate level contai ning the light recreational faciliti es 

and snack bar f a!iili ties . The central lounge is finished 

in a harmonious combination of walnut, glass and brick. 

The second level lounge reflects the character 

of the central lounge . This second level lounge opens 
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onto a large terrace with an unobstructed view to the 

southwest and to the east . 

The main level contains the business ad.min-

istrative suites, faculty adviser\!IS) suites , Y1CA and 

YWC A facilities including a small chapel with seating 

capacity of approximately 200 individualso The 

second level contains facilities for the student 

publications such as "The Student'', " Old Gold and Black" 

and the "Howler" •. The publications suites h ave movabie 

partit ions so~~e using agencies can allocate s uch 
. 

individual space as they deem necessary. Area is al so 

provided for the use of professional and honorary 

fraternities and societies . These are as are des igned 

sok~ther large areas are available to accomodate 

fraternities and societies - of large numbers ,orj through 

the device of sliding partitions and walls , these large 

areas can be sub-divided into smaller meeting ro oms . 

Adequate gene ral toilet facilities are provided 

adjacent to the lounges on both the mi in and second 

leve-ls . 
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Dining Facilities: 

All students will be fed in the STUDEN T CEN'IER . 

Faculty Members will also be required to take the noon 

meal in the center. Since the enrollment of the school 

will approach 3000 students , provisions must be made 

to serve approximately 1500 to 1800 students at one 

time. This allotment of dining area was considered 

ample since t he students and facul t y would be served 

c afeteria style from the central kitchen area. 

The dining elements are located so~~ey~ are 
easily accessible to both students and fac ulty and 

the occas ional visitor from either the academic groups , 

general college groups or from the living areas . 

It was anticipated that these dining areas 

would occasionally be used by visitors and townspeople 

fo r special events and activities . 

To provide additional dining space , a large 

mezzanine was provided. The mezzanine overlooks the 

main din ng floo r area on one side and opens to an outside 

view on the opposing side . The main dining floor has 

a minimum of colunms and is completely glass on the 

west side for maximum natural light . The opposing wall 

is partially of glass and opens to a view to the east. 

The l ower glass panels of these walls are pivoted to 

allow the are a to be almost completely open and give 
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the diners the sensation of outdoor dining while under 

cover and pvutection . These large pivoted glass panels 

open onto a large out door terrace which. will serve 

as outdoor dining space in favor able weather . The 

dining area and terrace connnand an excellent view to the 

south and sout hwest . Thi s view includes the academic 

groups and the large natural l ake and its f aci lities . 

The terrain f rom the terrace slopes down continuously 

until it reaches the lake s hore line . 

Kitchen Servi ces: 

The kitchen area is of the two level t ype . 

The fin al preparati on and serving ar e as are on the 

main level with the dining areas . The remain i ng 

kitchen services such as spaces f or initial and inter-

mediate preparation are as , storage , servi ce and supply 

areas are all loc ated on the level directly below 

the uppe r kitchen . The two levels are connected by a 

system of stairs , dumbwaiters and a service elevator . 

I n addition to food storage areas , adequate space 

was allowed for equipment and s upplies ( br ooms , linens , 

xi lverware , e tc . ) required in the preparation and 

serving of f ood and the maintenance of the kit chen 

facilitie s . 
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Light Recreational Group: 

Directly below t he major dining facilities 

and t errace is l oc ated the l ,ight recreat ionel gr oup. 

Thi s group is accessible from t he main lounge and 

also has direct access to the ac ademic group and 

adjacent bu~ldings and buil ding gr oups to t he s out h -

west and to t he south. I t was f elt t hat this group 

would become an extremely popular area before, bet -

ween and afte r t he academic class- room hourso 

Thi s group is comprised of areas for bowling , 

b i lliards , game and study areas , lounges, toilet 

f 'l't' andtd d · d k b f 'l'ti aci i ies ,Aou oor an in oor snac ar aci i es . 

The snack bar and lounge areas span the entire sout h -

east end of the group o Thi s end of the group claims 

the principal view to the south, southeast and east . 

Record and Light Reading Librar:z:: 

Many students are rabid enthusiasts of 

recorded music whethe r it be class i cal, semi-classical 

or popular music . I t was considered advisable to 

devote a space for s uch an activi ty in the STUDENT 

CENTER . Soundproof cubicles are provided for playing 

of records of the student 1 s choice selected from the 

library of records . Using these cub i cles , many students 

or groups of students may play fueir record choice 



e i t her privately or collectively without disturbing 

t he general conduct of the area as a wholeo 
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Also cont ained in the adjoining area is a 

smell library containing only the current and approp-

riate periodicals and books of the lighest type of 

reading . This library would in no way attempt to 

supplant or compete with the central campus library 

or the departmental libraries . These books would be 

primarily for 11 on- premise" reading. Several 1 arger 

universities have found t his t ype of activi t y to be 

extremely popular and satisfying to the students . 

General Student Service Area: 

ftithough closely r elated to t he other 

student services , it was fel t that t hese general 

student services should be separated sl ightly from 

t he l ight recreational and activity groups. 

This group or area would be comprised of the 

post office and general book store area on t~e main 

level and bar ber sho ps , beauty shops and gener al me r-

chandise areas on the second levelG 

I t W'as ascertained that at certain hours of 

the day, t he post office area would have to accomodate 

an extremely heavy traffic of s tudents. Anticipating 

t hi s. traffi c congestion and to provide maximum 



freedom of circul ation , a large corridor and open 

pr omenade was designed to encompass t he entire po st 

office area . Thi s open promenade would also serve 

as one of t he pr incipal entrances to the auditoriura 
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and theater facilities , and also reinforces t he cir-

culation in the glassed gallery· element which s urrounds 

t he auditorium on the southwest and southeas t sides . 
I 

Student Government Sui tes: 

I t was fel t t hat t he s t udent government 
t;ho0ld s uitesAbe removed from t he ot he r e l ements in t hi s 

gr oup for maximum pr ivacy and seclusion . This . 

e lement was placed on the second level of the gener al 

student service gr oup and can be completely se parated 

from t he other elements on this level . 

The s tudent government s uites are compri sed 

of a lar ge council chamber to ac comodate t he Legislative 

Body and Student Council (e ither j ointly or separately) , 

large conference rooms,access corridor, and supplemen-

t ~ry wai t ing lounge . The entrance to this suite can 

be compl etely separated f rom the ot her elements on 

t hi s sec ond level by means of a li ght, pierced plywood 

partition which can be folded out into position when 

partial or total isol at ion of t he student gover nment 

suites i s necessary or desirable. 
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Dancing Facilities: 

The colle ge administration does not look 

favorably on dancing (student dances) at t he present 

time . However, it is bel i eved t his exist ing college 

policy will be modified to bring the colle ge up-to-date 

since' dancing plays a very important part in the social 

lif e of the collegi ate student. 

Since the area required f or dancing would 

of a necessity have to be large~and since dances are 

given only periodically throughout the season, it 

was f elt that the area all~cated f or dining would 

be extremely pleasant surroundings for social dancing . 

The adj oining dining terrace would serve as an 

excellent place for outdoor dances and intermissioners . 

When large dances are held , or when more than one 

dance is s~heduled for t he same t ime , the main gymnasia 

f oor would serve as an excellent dance floor . 
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Auditorium and Theate Group 
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c. Auditorium and Theater Grou£ 

General : 

When the complete facilities of the New Wake 

Forest College have been moved to the City of Winston-

Salem, it will undoubtedly become the cultural center 

of the city and surrounding districts o The college 

would act as host for the ma jor arts in music , education 

and drama . All presentations along bhese field of 

artistic endeavor would be sponsored by t he college in 

the STUDENT CENTER o Also , since the college at present 

has mandatory chapel services every other weekday, the 

de signer felt that a centrally loca.ted auditorium seat -

ing approximately 2800 students would be adequate . 

Therefore , the ' auditorium and theater facilities of 

the center would be complete within themselves . 

Since not only students and fac ulty members 

of the college would be using the auditorium facil i ties , 

the designer felt that the auditorium should be in a 

prominent location with respect to the STUDENT CENTER 

as a whole. Therefore , these facilities were placed 

so~ey dominated the center and were easily accessible 

to the publ ic as well~accessible to the students and 

faculty members . 

Approaching the STUDENT CENTER from the main 

campus entrance (See plot diagram) the observer notices 
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the tall stagehouse which dominates the STUDENT CENTER. 

The auditorium itself is projected forward of the 

main elements of the building, therefore , bringing 

it closer and more accessible to the main campus thorough-

fare . This also tends to emphasize this element's 

prorn..1.nence o 

Entrances and exits to the main auditorium 

are generously placed at strategic part of these facilities . 

On close analysi s, the observer can see that no problem 

of cir ulation should be incurred . The large glassed 

gallel?Y which surroundsi>tuditorium's entire southwest 

m1d southeast walls provides an excellent circulatory 

passage for those attending functions held in these 

auditorium and theater facilities ~ It was also felt 

by the designer that ample space should be provided 

adjoining the auditorium for the use of the patrons 

during , before and after high social functions . This 

additional area ne eded was well taken care of when the 

glassed gallery and auditorium lobbies (upper and Lower) 

were used in conjunction with the adjacent main entrance 

lounge and the two spacious promenade areas . 

The general shape of the auditorium is para-

bolic in plan and section for tie first half of the 

main audi t orium area nearest the stage . The remaining 

half of the auditorium returns to a simple rectangular 



shape . The rear auditorium wall curves slightly, 

reflecting the curve of the seats on the interior . 

The ceiling heights are sufficient to allow for a 

large balcony section . The lobby is divided into 
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two distinct portions -- the upper and lower l obbies . 

An overhead supported stair connects these two divided 

lobbies . This stair contains a landing mezzanine 

which is open and overlooks the lower lobby area . 

Ample exits are provide d on the main level and at 

the balcony level . Ticket and co at spaces are pro-

vided at the lower lobby level . Provi s i onal coat 

sp aces are provided at the rear of the main audit-

orium on the lower l obby level . Toilet and l ounge 

facilities are located at the upper l obby level p 
-/;o The stage area was designed s o as Aallow that 

area to be completely separated from the main audit -

orium element in cases of fire and similar emergencies . 

The stage area would be equipped with all of the 

necessary facilitie s f or complete theatrical and music al 

product ions . F acilitie s would also be provided fo r 

t he showing of films as well o 

The tall stagehouse was de si gned t o accomo -

dete many changes of scenery and unconges ted activity 

back stage . The area directly in the center of the 

s tage pr oper is a tr apped area t o the workshop below . 



The orchestra pit are a. is also a trapped are a. 

theatrical product ions and similar productions 
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During 

requiring 

a pit orc he stra, the entire tr apped pi t area would b~ 

lowered to appropriate level. During c oncerts or musical 

productions and presentations , the pit area would be 

raised t o the same level as t he main stage are a . This 

has the effect of extending the stage area proper forward . 

This woul d place t he concert artists in the base of 

the parabolic roof and wall shape , thereby enahancing 

the acoustics of the audi torium. 

To the rear of the stage house are several 

m~es s ing and accessory roomso Directly below the s tage 

is the large workshop area, additional dressing r ooms, 

offices, dramatics classrooms and practice rooms . 

Ade quate toile t facilities are provide d for each of 

these elements at t his level . 

The projection and light booths are above 

the b alcony level . The s pot-light booth is near t he 

stage and is ac cessible f rom the stage as well as from 

the projection and l ight booths . 
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AlUil)Ili and B achelo~ Facul Wing 
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D. Alumni and Bachelor Facult_:y_ Wing 

General: 

The college of Wake Forest has an extremely 

active alumni association . Graduates of the school 

h ave always t aken an active part in the activities 

of the school even after having been gr aduated many 

years . It wa.s fe lt that ample space and facilities 

should be allotted in the STUDENT CENTER fo r t heir use . 

The alumni wing has a separate entrance and 

is pl ace d next to the activities gr oup on a slightly 

lmwer level . Thi s wing includes an information and 

administr ative center> the alumni entrance lobby forms 

the nucleus for the information and administrat ive 

center . On the main level of t his wing are t wo 

private dining rooms and adjoining kitchen facili ties 

where meals are s erved to returned alumni and t hei r 

fami lies . Also on the main level are several alumni 

associat ion and organiz ational offices . Four meeting 

rooms are provided f or the use of the alumni . These 

four r ooms are divided by folding or sliding partitions 

whi ch can be folded i nto the walls out of the way to make the 

four smaller rooms into one large meet ing or ass embly 
b9 area toAaa.ed for rallys , reunions , and other simil ar 

funct ions . 

It was f elt that space should be alloted for 
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living quarters for bachelor faculty members rather 

than providing for their living f aci l i ties in another 

building or se parate part of the campus . The designer 

felt they should live in this wing of the STUDENT CENTER . 

The second level of this alumni wing is devoted to . 
housing these bachelor faculty members . This level is 

comprised of communal lounges , semi-private lounges, 

t bilet facilities and general sleeping areas . These 

sleeping areas are of the single, double and dormitory 

type suites with each suite or single room having a 

semi-private bat h . Provision was made for approximately 

forty to fifty bachelors . 

On the first and second level s of the alumni 

wing , running perpendtcul ar to the principal element, 

are provisions for sixteen double rooms and two rooms 

accomodating four to six persons each. These rooms 

(designated as guest rooms) will be used by returning 

alumni and their fami lies, distinguished visitors, 

visiting athletic teams or visiting artists wh o h ave 

engagements in t he auditorium group. These rooms have 

direct access to the separate alumni entrance and to 

the main entrances, or direct accessibility to t he 

gymnasium and athletic group in general4 Each of 

these rooms command an unobstructed view toward the 

wooded area near the main campus entrance roads. 
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Athletic Facilit i e Group 
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E . Athletic Facilit ies 

General: 

Wake Forest College has always stressed the 

importance of a. strong , heal t b.y body as well as ~ 

~anding the academic knowledge of the student . The 

curriculum is established so~ch student is required 

to participate in some form of athletic activity in 

order to receive a minimum number of credit hours in 

general athletics . 

Since every student must avail himself of 

the college athletic facilities , these facilities must 

be adequate enough to conveniently accomodate the 

large number of users. The college also fosters and 

encourages all intermural and intramural athletic 

events . This factor accounts for the relatively large 

varsity te ams on the campus .• 

As previously discussed, all indoor athle t ic 

needs will be satisf~ed in t he STUDENT CENTER. 

Accomodations will be made for bot h male and female 

students as well as for the faculty in general . 

General Plan: 

The general overall plen of the athletic 

facilities group is relat ively simple . Thi s group 

of facilities is , fundamentally , a t wo level field 
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house comprised of a lar ge double gymnasium at the 

lower level flanke d on two sides by team rooms, gen-

eral student dressing facilities , misce llaneous gym-

nasia and accessory and equipment areas on bot h the 

lower and upper levels . From the f ront of the STUD NT 
-t·ne. 

CENTER 4;fi..&t fact that the main gymnasium f l oor is 

sunken some fifteen to twenty feet below the level 

of the main gymnasium approach belies the size of 

t hese athletic facilities . The principal athle t ic 

entrance is f rom.the main campus t horoughfare across 

a l ar ge paved athletic memorial terr ace . To the 

south of this terrace is the main entrance . This 

e anopied entrance opens into a large trophy and 

reception room containing the athletic museum. This 

trophy room narrows into an open circulatory pas sage 

which overlooks the main gymnasium floor from the 

second level . Thi s passage serves to feed t he traffic 

into the permanent spect ator's b a cony and to the 

other facilities contained in t he athletic group . 

Flanking the ci rculatory passage are the athletic 

admini strative offices and f acilit ies o 

The main gymnasium is a double gymnasium 

which accomodat e s two regulation-sized basketball 

courts with additional space for minor activi ty o 
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For intermural and int r amur al athletic events , add-

itional~~ provided in the fo r m of temporary, steel 

folding bleachers at t he lower gymnasuim level . When 

all temporary seat ing is used in conjunction with the 

permanent spectator ' s gallery, the gymnasium will 

accomodate approximately 3500 or more spectators 

e sily . These temporary steel folding bleachers fold 

up into the gymnasium walls when not in use to allow 

maximum free area for athletic activity . 

Large entrance s are placed at the lower level 

of t he main gymnasium principally for the purpose of 

opening up the gymnasium when social dances are held 

in this part of the group . Also , these lower level 

entrances allow for maximum circulation in and out of 

the gymnasium proper. T~i s free dom of circulation is 

particularly desirable when large crowds of students 

are to be acc omodated as spectators or ac:tti ve participants. 

Parking for the athletic group is on the 

same level es t he main gymnasium floor . 

On the lower level are the facilities for 

the varsity teams , visiting teams for space for 

athletic storage and equipment rooms . On the upper 

level are contained the permanent gymnasium spectator 

gallery and swimming spectator gallery, general student 

nd faculty locker f acili ties . The locker facilities 



ere complete wi th drying , shower , toilet and medical 

areas . Also locat ed on this upper level are the 

prac tice qymnasia , fencing , wrestling end h andb all 

areas and an indoor swimming pool . 
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All of the locker rooms and dressing facilities 

h ave easy access to the pra.ctice gymnasia , main gym-

nasium and the indoor swimming facilities . 

The indoor swimming pool h as adequate ceiling 

heights to accomodate diving exhibitions in addition t o 

casual student amateur ,. Opposite the spectatorQ./S\ 

gallery is a f loor- to- ceiling wall of gl ass . This 

Arge glassed area was des igned to create an atomsphere 

of outdoor swimming although the sw · er would be 

completely enclosed and protected from the elements . 

e-f the we e.tb.eP-. 

The circulation in this athletic group has 

been careiully studied with particular emphasis on 

minimizing t he cross - circulation of spect ators and 

the athle t ic participants . The designer fe els this 

has been accomplished without the use of excessive 

corr i dors and passageways . 



SECTI ON IGHT 

Architectural Character Analys i s 
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VIII. Architectural Character 
Analysis 

The STUDENT CENTER 1 s appeal lies in its 

directness and hones t y of expression . The structure 

i~ essent i ally a two-storied building of br ick , gless 

and archi tectural concrete accented by the subtle 

change s of floo r and roof evels and punctuated by 

gentle projections and recesses . The long horizon-

tal unbroken lines of glass tend to give the build-
4 ~~ . 

ingAof. frivolity and gaiety with occasional interruptions 

of the serious in the fo rm of solid, unpierced masonryQ 

The long sweeping lengt h of the center conveys 

a feeling of impressiveness without monumentality . 

The observer feels at fi rst gl ance t hat a gre at many 

elements are concentrated in t his single building, 

and at the same time feel s an expression of uni t y and 

a s ingleness of p~rpose . 
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Photograph A 

of ~ odel from North 
morning sun shadow ) 
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Photograph B 

Oblique , Photograph of Model from North-
( Noon sun shadow) -





85 

Photograph C 

Oblique Photo graph of Mo del from East 
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Oblique Photograph of odel trom Sout h 
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/------~ 
Photograph E 

Oblique Photograph of Model from West 





SECTION TEN 

Abbrevi ated Structural Analys i s 
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x. Abbreviated Structural 
.Analysis 

A reinforced concrete frame with tin pan 

roof and upper floor construction will be used 

throughout the building except in the gymnasium, 

audit orium and other special areas w~ere steel 

will be used to support roof and balcony loads . 

The large glass areas , such as in the 

main entrance lounge , dining area and exhibition 

gallery , will be fabricated str uctural steel f rames 

wi t h glass section inserts . 





SECTION ELEVEN 

Summary and Conclusions 
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XI . Conclusions and Summary 

College administrators must be shown t hat 

to educate and develop the mental faculties of the 

student without e qual emphasis on his social and 

physical welfare is a narrow and incomplete education 

indeed. No t only must thi s regard for the student ' s 

social and physical welfare be implanted in the minds 

of colle ge dmini strators, but positive action must 

be taken on their part to assure the student s on the 

campus of a comprehensive and well-round~duc ation . 

I t is believed by the author of t hi s thesis 

that a STUDENT CENTER embodying all of the elements 

end faciliti es discussed and planned in this t he sis 

would greatly enhance the poss ibilities of the actual 

mat e r ialization of a more complete and well- rounded 

education for all college students. 
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