
Assisting Military Veteran Students in the 

Traditional Writing Classroom 

Presented By: Meredith Singleton 

April 28, 2014 



 Current Landscape 

 Contemporary Pedagogy 

 Military Discourse 

 Veteran Strengths 

 Pedagogical Impacts 

 

 



Regionally: 

 

 2011 - 46,000 students IN, OH, and KY using 
benefits to attend college1 

 UC - ~1,200 enrolled military veterans2  

 OSU ~ 1,600 enrolled Veterans, Active Duty, 
and Dependents3 

 NKU - ~500 Veteran Students4  

 
Source: 1Annual Benefits Report Fiscal Year 2011, U.S. Dept. oF Veterans Affairs; 2 University of 
Cincinnati, 2013; 3 “Veterans and Military Students”, Ohio State University, 2014; 4 “Veterans 
Resource Center Aids Students”, The Northerner, 2013. 



 “Winds of Change” 

 A Shift Toward Process over Product 

 Perl’s Self-Exploration 

 Elbow’s freewriting 

 Skinner–Linnenberg’s Voice exercises 

 No one “right” way to write 

 Avoidance of prescriptive Writing 

 

 



 “Army training must present complex 

dilemmas forcing leaders to match 

tactical actions to operational and 

strategic objectives” 

 

 “address the specific tactics and 

procedures associated with planning, 

preparing, executing, and assessing 

operations” 

 



 Navy: “your body and mind will have to 
adjust quickly to new rigors. You must 
memorize your chain of command, the 
general orders and rank 
Recognition…Teamwork, self-discipline 
and attention to detail are the keys to 
successfully completing…your training” 

 Army: “You’ll learn how to motivate and 
problem solve — to pursue goals with 
passion, to stand up to challenges, and 
lead and live with your strengths. You 
will learn to lead by example” 



Army Publication Directorate website Product 

Map contains: 

 six categories of publications, including 

Administrative, Medical, and Doctrine and 

Training to name a few 

 Within the Doctrine and Training section: 

 17 subcategories of manuals and guides 

 Under the “Active Field Manual” subcategory: 

 over 400 training manuals covering topics 

from food service specialists to aircraft 

powertrain repair to preventative dentistry 



 150 different voicemail and report 

templates for soldier to follow to 

report information from weather reports 

to nuclear detonations to general 

administrative messages 

 “soldiers or their units will not modify 

these formats unless authorized by the 

unit commander to allow for expanded 

critical information requirements” (xiii) 

-



“Training is the conduct of instruction, 

discipline, or drill; the building in of 

information and procedures; and the 

progressive repetition of tasks-the 

product of which is skill development and 

proficiency” 

.



 Op-Ord 

 “expedite understanding, communication, prevent 

omissions and facilitate ready reference” 

 “Coordinate your resources into a plan on how 

you will reach the goal of the mission” 

 ADRP: Common frame of reference and 

language 

 Addresses specific tactics and procedures to 

Plan, prepare, execute, assess 

 Marines: “all five paragraphs work together 

to coordinate your resources into a plan on 

how you will reach the goal of mission” 

 



 Return to Process Theory of Flower & 

Hayes 

 Problem-Solving, Tactical Approach 

 TimeLines 

 Post-Process Theory – Considering context 

to promote adaptive Process-oriented 

strategies 



 Consider Military Training and Discourse 

 Be Open to adaptive Strategies 

 Create an Open Environment 

 Seek understanding of existing knowledge 
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