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Description of Stadium Woods

StadiumWoods is an approximaten 11.3acre wooded é
section found adjacent to the east side of L&edium on i -
the VirginiaTech campuslt is approximately a rectangle F¥s
2000 feet long (running north/south) ar800 feet wide '
(Figure ). The 11.3 acre estimat@vith a precision of
1/563)is based on a ground survey of the area which
includes forest floor and understogndwas conducted by
Dr. Mike Aust (a forest survey expert at Virginia Tech) a
John SeilerThisground basedurvey excluded any area 2
that is mowed regularly. An estimate of 15 acres has Figure 1. Stadium Woods outlined in red on the
been widely reported and this area is an estimate from '@ Tech campus, Blacksburg, Virginia

y rep

above the tree canopy usingaal imagery and includes

overhanging tree canopy and area on the east side of t 100

woods which is mowed regularly. § 80

The area is heavily woodgdith numerous white oak ;S: 60

(Quercus alb&..) trees over 36 inches in diameter at = 40

breast height (dbh). Thegestructure of the area is an > 20

unbalanced, nevenaged stand with a large amount of 0 L I Lo .
coarse woody debris and standing snawgicative of old 131721252933374145495357
growth forest(Figure 2and 3 (Oliver and Larson , 1996) Diameter (in.)

There are approximatel50 trees per acre over 4 inches : P—

. 4 . . Figure 2. Diameter distibution of trees greater than 11
in dbh. Each acre contairthree to five white oak trees inches in Sadium Woods. The distribution found is
likelyover250yearsold, and these large treesiake up a indicative of an uneveraged old growth stand.
significantpercentage of the overstoryln allof Stadium Woodghere are B white oaks over 3 feet in
dbh (two are large standing dead snag3he midstory and gaps in the old white oak canapye
composed primarily ofapidly growingolack oak Quercus velutinkam.), black cherryRrunus serotina
Ehrh.), sweet cherry (Prunus aviumand red maple (Aceubrum L.).The understory is composed of
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blackhaw Yiburnum prunifoliuni.),sassafrasassafras albidurgNutt.) Ness.)serviceberry
(Amelanchier arboreMichx f.) Fern.), choke cherriprunus virginian&.), blackgumNyssa sylvatica
(Marsh.)) and fowering dogwood @ornus floridalL.) There is also a significant amount of invasive
speciedn the understoryincluding privet l(igustrumspp.), oriental bittersweet(elastrus orbiculatus
Thunb.) and multiflora rose
(Rosa multiflorarhunb. Ex

Murr.). Simpson Index dfee
species diversity range from over
0.9 (very high diversity) to 0.4
(low diversity)depending on the
location inSadium Woods
Over80 species of birds have
been documented frequenting
Stadium Woodsincluding many
neotropical bid speciegsurvey
conducted by New River Valley
Bird Club)

Confirmation ofWhite
Oak Ages

Scattered throughout StadiuWwoods,

The Gpove, in front of the Ve&chool and
other parts of campus are large numbers
of white oak trees over 3 feet in diameter.

These trees are remnant trees left from many previous
disturbancesthat have taken place in and around the
campus. Othetree specief this size are rarely found
and when they existhey are in generally very poor

health (e.g, largeblack oakon north side ofSouthgate

Drive &ross from dairy barns). This is becairsthe
easternU.S, white oak can live longer and reach a greater
size(5 feet in diameter and 100 feet tathan most other
species. White oak is knovto live over 600 years

(DeWitt and Derby 1955)herefore, remnant very large
trees are typically white oakThe data lse of old trees
1y26y +a GKS ah[5[L{¢é YIAVLU

. . . . Figure 4 Stadium Woods shown on 1864
dendrochronologist and ecologiBlr. Neil Pederson lists a cgnfederate map of Blacksburg, Va aréérom

Figure 3. Views of Stadium Woods. Upper right photo shows Virginia
Master Naturalists at work inventorying the forest.

Stadium Woods

white oak of 464 years in Buena Vista, Virginia surveys and reconnaissance’s by Liut. [sic] C.S
. i Dwight Engr. Corps P.A. made under direction «
(http://www.ldeo.columbia.edu/~alk/oldlisteast)). Of Capt. A.H. Campbell Engr. Corps P.A.C.S.

Confecerate Statesof America. Army. Dept. of
Northern Virginia. Chief Engineer's Offic&864
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particular interest to Stadium Woods is a 1864 Confederate Civil War map for Montgomery County,
Virginia(Figured). In the immediate Blacksburg, Virginia area are two homes labeled as Col. Preston
(now known as Solitude) and Prestgmow known as Smithfield Plantation) orienting off these homes
and the town of Blacksburg shows a patch of woods on a hill which we now call Stadium Woods.

Most of thelargewhite oakson the Virginia Tech campase in the same cohort arare roughlythe
same age. Several tregsThe Grove that have died and apé similar size tahose found in &dium
Woods had ring counts over 330 years. One tree aged by Dr. Jeff Kirwan in Stémbaismwas
estimated at 305 years. His count was carefully conducsgtjua magnifying glass and razor blade to
clean wood. The tree was hollpso an extrapolation was utilized to estimate ttodal age.

On January 6, 201DPrs. JohrgeilerandJay Sullivarused an incremenorer to take cores fronthree
40-inch dbhtrees inStadium Wods. Thetrees are on the immediate foptint of the planned practice
facility. Because of their large siage werestill not able to reach the center of the treeJree number
101in whichthe first 13.75inches of radiswas obtained6.25 inches from centexhere we hit ro)

was dated back to773, when the tree at that time was 2.5inches in diamete(Appendix 1)
Extrapolatingthe average growth rate over the 23@arold coreto the centerof the tree estimates it

to be 346years old meaning itmay havesprouted in the year 1665A second core from tree 101

collected on January 16, 2012 on the opposite side of the tree yielded a confirmed minimum age of 273
years. The longest core of li8ches (very close to cest) collected from tree number 6%as aged at

232 years,or back tothe yearl764. The final treenumber 37dates back to 1801 or is 210 years old at a
point where it is still 6.25 inches short of its center estimating it to be 309 year®olt¥archo, 2012,

Mr. John Kidd and John Seiler cored tree 175 (41 inch diameter) and obtained a core sample with 314
rings(no extrapolation) which means wood at the end of the core was formed in 1697. This core was
still short of center by 2.5 inches yielding extrapolated age of 358 hese are not the largest trees

found in Stadium WoodsNumerous individuals are over 45 inches in diameiadfive treesare over

50 inches in diameterFurther these ages are taken approximately 4.5 feet off the groundtevidhks

can often take many years to reach 4.5 feet tall.

Uniqueness of Stadium Woods among Old Growth White Oak Forests in the East

Old growth forest is defined in many wayglost descriptions include the following characteristics: a

large percentage aéxceptionally old trees, standing dead trees, coarse woody debris on the forest

floor, multilayered canopies, a mix of tree ages, canopy gaps where large trees have fallen, and pits and
mounds from the root plates of large trees falling ov&tadium Wood, including the area that would

be impacted by the proposed building, has all of these features.

No one really knows how much old growth forest exists in the W.$993 inventory of the

southeastern U.S. found about 425 old growth sites across therregitaling only onehalf percent of

the total forest arealfttp://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=areld-growth-forests. The
single best reference for olgrowth sites in the east is the dme publicationOld growth in the East: A
Survey (Online EdByrd 2006).A site highlighted in this document is a woodland found on the campus
of Sweet Briar College in Amherst County, Virginia, which is described as



http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=are-old-growth-forests

G{6SSHGONRI NI/ 2ffS3S 2KAGS 217 222R&a 0! YKSNEAI
college, approximately 10 acres of White @aked hardwoodsnixed herb

community in which most of the dominant trees have dbhs (diameters at breast

height) of 30t0 36 IBK S & ® ¢

¢tKS GNBSa Ay {6SSIHGoONARIFNI/2tftS3SQa g22RfIFYyR I NB 02
Stadium Woods, yet they have been preserved and highlighted as a unigue assetito the
campus.

The majority of old growth forests in the east are in rugged ierrahich made them inaccessible to

timber harvesting in the past, but also makes them inaccessible to a large portion of the viewing public
in the present.This is part of the uniqueness of Stadiums Woolsvoodland caught between an
expanding town andiniversity- and overrun by a civil wartyet inexplicably left uncut, is remarkable
indeed. Neil Pederson, a forest ecologist and old growth expert from the Tree Ring Laboratory, Lamont
Doherty Earth Observatory at Columbia University writes on Jarfarg012 about Stadium Woods:

Q)¢

G¢KS dzyAljdzSySaa 2F GKAa adlyR X Aa GKFEG AdG A
Most of the oldgrowth forests on the list | sent to you are found in rugged or
inaccessible areas. Hiking into Sipsey Wilderness inrAtateas not too easySo,

the value here is that, with good, environmentaifynscious development, those with
limited mobility can get a sense of awe about what mature forests look like. This has
to be a rare thing in upland areas. The only areas | anilitarwith that give people

with limited access to mature forests are in national parks or wetland forests (Four
Holes Swamp, SC; Congaree National Park, SC; Everglades; | would bet the
Okefenokee has something similar). But because many, if not mosthisédoak

forests near human settlement were cut, you might have a truly rare piece of

LINR LISNI & o ¢

In comparison to other old growth white oak in the east, Stadium Woods may well be the single largest
collection of old white oakDr. Pederson further comented:

G¢KS o0Sad LXFOS GKFG L 2 dmStaditndWoddsiSidht | 60 2 dzi G K|
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great finde
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The Murphy Tract contains only 21 white saker 340 years old
(http://www.ldeo.columbia.edu/~adk/oldlisteast/Spp/QUAL .htjniStadium Woods with 56 trees over
36 inches in diameter may contain many more than this.



http://www.ldeo.columbia.edu/~adk/oldlisteast/Spp/QUAL.html

Otherold growth white oak forests that are frequently mentioned in the eastern U.S. are Dysart woods

in Ohio, which contains a white oak 51.6 inches in diameter (Stadium woods has 5 trees over 50 inches);
Cook Forest State Park in Pennsylvania, which has a w#iitlisted at 44.3 inches in diameter; and

Lilley Cornett Woods in Kentucky, which lists a 42 inch diameter white/oédege number of trees in
Stadium Woods fall into this size range.

The best source of information on old trees in the eastern U@iigd in the online Eastern OLDLIST
(http://www.ldeo.columbia.edu/~adk/oldlisteas)y. This list is a database of ancient trees and their
ages. The purpose of the list is to identify and hlight maximum ages for species in eastern North
America. The list only contains wellerified or welldocumented tree ages. The 13 oldest white oak
trees listed on the Eastern OLDLISTp(//www.ldeo.columbia.edu/~adk/oldlisteast/Spp/QUAL.htjnl
range from 289 to 464 years with the average being 365 yddesy trees in stadium woods would
easily fall into this list of some of the oldest white oaks in the U.S.

Lawrence Tucethe Live Oaks Project Director for the Native Tree Soaetymented on Stadium
Woods January 27, 2012:

OAreas with old trees such as these should be protectbére are many White Oaks in
North America in the 5@ 70 year old range but the 26800 yer old trees are
extremely rare ¢

History of Opposition against th8uilding location in Stadium Woods

At a January0,2011, Virginia Tectrboretum
GCommittee meeting the members weranformed
by Matt Gart Universitylandscape Architecbf
the plans for a new indoor athletics practice facili
Mr. Gartinformed the group that there were :
Gt GSNYFGADGS araSasé o d
K S Nidret being thenorth end ofSadium .
Woods Figureb). The committee at the time was %
asked to please keep this confidentidlr. Gart v
was informed that this was n@ very good location
and that considerable opposition was likely to ,
occur. At an August 8, 20Imeeting of the Figure 5. Proposed location of indoor practice facility in
ArboretumCommittee, members weranformed Stadium Woods as well as one alternative site mentione
that the location inSadium Woods was essentially In January 20, Arboretum commiée meeting
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¢a done dea and the committee was asked fogmediation suggestions for the loss of tree canopy

cover. In aWashington Posarticle published on August 7, 20{Appendix2), it is very clear from

Associate Director of Athletider Internal Affairst 2 Y D | ccontmiidRs@nét the building of the

facility inStadium Wodswas in facta done dealin the minds of the Athletic Departmenthe article
states@Vid A YAl ¢SOKQa ySg¢ AYR22NI FLOAftAGeE gAfQf 6S 20!
outdoor footbdl practice fields, just beyond the north end zone of Lane Stadi@abbard said part of

the project will involveemoving 30 feet of elevation and moving approximately 80,000 cubic yarfls

dirt from the woodg(emphasis mingthe elevation according totgh LatimerUniversityArchitect is

actually B feet). Further, a ThursdayOctober 27, 2011Roanoke Timearticle states, & ¢ SAQ%6ciate

Directorof Athletics Tom Gabbard said that a planned indoor facility, which could open as soon as 2014,
willbeOlF NWSR 2dzi 2F | KAff&ARS | R@uthpkaSigmine)iz ¢SOKQa T2
OnNovember3, 2011 the ArboretumCommittee was asked by Associate Vigesident for Facilities

Michael J. Colemafvia Matt Gart}o provide an official position othe Sadium Woods location.On

November 112011 the Arboretum@ YYA GG SS aSyid GKSANI 20FRAORA XY a2y NP
location of the facility in StadiuM/oods (Appendi8)d GCNASYRa 2F {GFRAdzY 222R.;
online petition fittp://www.ipetitions.com/petition/vtstadiumwoodg opposed to building the facility in

Stadium Woodsn or around November 19, 2011. FSW had an organizdtieeeting in the Blacksburg

Branch of Motgomery County Libraries on November 30, 2021 this meeting theydiscussed letter

writing campaignsthe petition,and other strategies to make the university awarehs value of

SadiumWoods andhe recommendation thathe facility be built in an alternate location.

In early DecembelFaculty Senatadim Kuyperbegan drafting a resolution supporting the protection of

Stadium Vdods. In response to these plans, Dr. Sherwood Wilgae President fohdministrative

Sevices,sent a letter dated December 6, 20{Appendixd), to all faculty senatorsthat suggested that

as part of informatiorgatheringi KS dzy A IENBDKSER @ Xzi (2 (GKS dzy A GSNEA (¢
management in the College of Natural ResourcasEmvironmen(CNREANd have requested that they

be included in our information gatherimgocessP #However, ndorest management experts the

CNRE ere ever aware of thier were asked to be part of information gatheringhe letter further

stated regarding the Arboretum CommitteéX the group only recently brought their concerns

regarding the proposed location to our attentidrtHowever the Arboretum Gmmittee was not asked

until November 3 for theiofficialopinion. Eaiér they had beenaskedto keep it quiet. On December

13, 2011 the Virginia Teclraculty Senateoted unanimously in favor of a petition supporting the

protection of Stadium Woods (Appendix Thigesolution among other thingsemphasized that

Virginia Tech has publicly committed itself to value sustainability and engage in sound environmental
a0S6FNRaAKALE GKIFG {GFRAdZY 222R& A& IRSR ABKN i S{RG H RA
Woods is a living reminder of the natutastory of campus and the region.

Meeting with Athletics and Universitylanning December 15, 201

Dr. Paul WinistorfeDean of the College of Natural Resources and Environ(@MRE arranged a
meeting of individuals concerned about the buildiogation DOrs.Jeff Kirwan, Eric Wisemaamd John
Seile) along with representatives from Athletics (Tom Gabbard) and University Plafiiug Latimer


http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/vtstadiumwoods/

andMatt Garf). The meeting was held on December 15, 20t the MerrymanCenter followed by a
walk nto Stadium Woods to examine the impacted area.

Hugh Latimer began the meeting with a discussibtie history of the facility planning. The original
intent was to locate the facility along Washington Stregtich would then result in a string afhletic
facilities beginning with Cassell Colisewontinuingwith the indoor basketball practice faciljtgnd the
yet-to-be-built indoor football practice facility. This laatbng Washington Streés identified in the
UniversityMaster B | y | & & ! (Kalz&)ieh@® of events not made entirely clear in the
meeting the basketball facility was built firstext to Cassell Coliseum. It was further explained that the
basketball facility was located further away from Cagbelh originally planned due to fiber optic

cables This ultimately would push a football facility closer to town.

Reasoning was then given as to why the location along Washi@est was not suitabldor the
football practice facility The rationaléncluded: Dr. Steger once commented that the practice facility
would not be an appropriate sort of building for Washington Stremire timewould be requiredo
move an outdoor football practice if it had to be relocated due to a change in weathdthe tennis
courts would bdost. Given these reasoyStadium Woods was then identified as the location. A
discussion countering these reasdnsluded the following:any building can be designed to look
attractive, WashingtonSreet is not a major entrace for campusthe difference in time to move a
practiceto the Stadium Woods location versus the Washington Street location is about 1 mivhitd
is very minimal considering the total amount of time it takes to suddenly relocate a preaidaew
tennis courts are planned as shown in the University Master Plan.

Dr. Seiler then asked Mr. Gabbard if the actual reasonSidium Woods was selecteds the location

gl a o0 SConotizBagnerdvants it there aN) DFoolrNR RAR y2@éaldoyag SN (K:
asked if we could meet with Coach Beaptey R a NX» DI 60l NR O2YYSYy (&R dé2dz
Storm water retention was then discussed briefly. It was pointed out that moving from a land use of

mature forest(Stadium Woodsfo animpervious surfae (new building)s a worstcase scenario for

storm water planning The Washington Street location is alreaaliargely impervious surface requiring

minimal mitigation. The clainvas madehat existing infrastructuréocated near StadiuriWoods can

handk the storm water and that no further land would be used for new storm water retention ponds.

There was also a discussion about the nature of the impact zone on the trees. Athletics and University
Planning showed a building faarint plus 40 feet on allides whichresultsin approximately 3 acres.

Dr. Wiseman (Urban Forestry expert) and others stressed that that & fair distance from the

building. Mature, large trees such #®sefound in Stadium Woods have root systems that require
protection of a minimum of 60 feet from their trunksThe foot print shown and 3 acre number also

does not include area for parking, access, or dumpstewsther, staging areas for construction require
areas typtally as large as building fgoints. UniversityPlanning indicated the staging for this building
would be across Washington Street with access to the construction between Cassell Coliseum and the
basketball practice facilityOthers in the meeting questioned how staging for such a large propedd

be across a busy street and how large vehicles would drive between two buituling steep slope



We then moved outdoorandwalked through Stadium Woods discussing the ecology and pointing out
the numerous centuriesld trees and structure of an olgrowth forest. The meeting ended with no
resolution, tasks, chargesr plans for future discussions.

President Steger Walks through Stadium Woods

At some poinfaround December 17 or 12011, University President Dr. Charles Steger visited Stadium
Woods. This was reported to Dr. Seiler by Provost Dr. Mark McNamee at a meeting on Jan®aigrs.

to this point rumorshad circulatedhat Dr.Seger was planning tor hadvisited the woods. Dr. Seiler

was told that President Stegerasd A Y T2 NY SR 268 {lY 2l NBRAYS ¢ G KI G0 G4 KSNB
than approximately 80 yeanf age which is factually incorrectThis may have led Dr. Steger to come
away with being less impressed with Stadium WooBsesident Steger requested University Planning to
obtain an independent ecological assessment of Stadium Wdaddusecological assessment of Stadium
Woods is being conducted Biohabitats(www.biohabitats.con locatedBaltimore Maryland. The
assessment will include an analysis usiOREq Land Suitability Indeand an irhouse metric they
developed for ecological assessmeldOREs an acronym for "Urban Forest Effects" and refers to a
computer model that calculates thetructure, environmental effects and values of urban forests.

President Steger Appoints a Committee to Study Stadium Woods

On January 19, 2012 President Charles Steger appointed a com(Aittéetic Practice Facility Site
Evaluation Committee, APFSELC3tudy Stadium Woods and the siting of the proposed indoor practice
facility. TheAPFSEEmmittee charge and membership is found in Appendix 6 and it is to submit its
findings no later than June 1, 2012. Rebekah Paulson of FSW was further inforkfied Byesident
Sherwood Wilson via-mail that the BOV would not be considering the indoor practice facilitiyeat
March 2526, 2012 meeting.

At the June 4, 2012 meeting of the BOV Dr. John Randolph, Chair of the APFSEC committee presented an
overviewof the findings and recommendations of the APFSEC report. The full report of the committee
can be found in Appendix 7. In brief the committee made 5 recommendations which are listed here:

1. Designate Stadium Woods as a Reserve and develop a protaotmagement, and use plan for the
Woods.

2. Relocate the proposed facility site from the Woods site to the Washington Street tennis court site and
develop a site orientation and design that considers cost, aesthetics, mitigation of existing uses, and
minimal impact on the Woods.

3. Commence construction of replacement tennis courts and roller hockey rink displaced by the
Washington St. site before the existing facilities are closed.

4. Allocate incremental costs associated with the site relocation, wdriela measure of the

preservation value of the Woods, to funding sources other than Athletics and Recreational Sports.
5. Review procedures for assessing variance with the Master Plan to safeguard against future
controversies of this type.


http://www.biohabitats.com/
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APPENDICES

Appendix I Annotated core from tree number 101

Historical events during the life of white oak tree
number 101 in Stadium Woods, age 346 years

Hecore, 13.751nches long, 2

o IS, £

ngthto center of tree 20 inches, ~ 3

Wood core from tree 101 in Stadium Woods. Thetree isa 40 inch diameter white oak onthe
footprint ofthe planned building. Core obtained was13.75 incheslong. Atthat pointthe
middleof thetree otten. Number ofringsfound on the available e indicates that
portionof treegr wver a period of 238 years. Another £.25 inchesof growthis neededto

reach thecenter of thetreeresuling inan estimated tree age of 346 years.
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Appendix2 ¢ WashingtonPost article onFootball Practicd=acility

Washington Post article August 7, 2011

Posted at 12:44 AM ET, 08/07/2011
Virginia Tech has plans for a

facility

By Mark Giannotto

Itéds been |l ess than a year since the Virgimiltiona Tech f
locker room. But on Saturday, athletic department officials made public their plans to add a new, and
even more costly, amenity to the school 6s athletic ¢

With Rector Field House out of date, and featuring a ceiling too low to practice punts in, Virginia
Tech is forging ahead with plans to construct a new on-campus indoor practice facility to be used
primarily by the football team.

Associate athletic director Tom Gabbard, who 1 s in ¢
facilities, said plans call for the entire project to cost $25 million. The price tag includes a renovation
of Rector Field House, which was built in 1971.

iwhen we get that, I truly think we wil!/| have the be
said.
SaidGab bar d: Al tos all about raising the money. As so0o0

added that $5 million in private donations have already been pledged, and an additional $2-3 million
is Ain the bank. 0

Even without full funding, though, the project will continue to move forward. Gabbard said the school
will settle on a design consultant in September. From there, several teams of architects and builders
will be enlisted to come up with proposals and they would have 90 days to present their plans to a
committee of school officials.

Construction, however, will not begin until the $25 million is raised.

Gabbard said heo6l |l |l eave the designing to the profes
have a building thanoprettyaniiceef aWadl!l omavdéde fron:
60, 70, 80 feet in the air so you can kick in it.o
Plans also call for state of the art audio/visual equipment to be inside the new facility. Gabbard

hopes fAto get ¢ amer asyowchr evea stap B pidcéhoh dracticeuand tadke twmog s o

l i neman over and show them a techniqgue and itdés rigl

Gabbard has already toured Air Forcebs new $15 milli
England Patriots i meeanr vfiaceiol iotfy .t hite BdhlRalrestrok F a&lad d rys
Il i ked t & andplanste godisit a couple more during the coming months.

Virginia Techds new indoor facility wild/l be |l ocated
football practice fields, just beyond the north end zone of Lane Stadium. Gabbard said part of the

project will involve removing 30 feet of elevation and moving approximately 80,000 cubic yards of

dirt from the woods.
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Currently the Hokies use Rector Field House when inclement weather prevents them from practicing

outdoors, but they share the facility with several other Virginia Tech teams, most notably track and

field. The new indoor facility would also be used b\
also allowing the track and field team more access to Rector Field House.

Gabbard seems well aware, though, that with the ever-present college football arms race, this likely

i snét the |l ast big facilities project the athletic
AfAs soon bsiyd them, somebodyds building one better,
facilities are always gonna be. I f youdre not growir
It would really put an icing on the cake for us. o
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Appendix 37 Arboretum Committee Position Statement on Building in Stadium Woods

. ’ »
I I l Department of Forest Resources and
(1872 VlrglnlaTECh ’ Environmental Conservation

College of Natural Resources 228 Cheatham Hall (0324)
and Environment Blacksburg, Virginia 24061
540-231-5148 Fax: 540-231-3330

email: pwiseman@uvt.edu
www frec.vt.edu

To: Mike Coleman, Associate Vice President for Facilities Services

CC: Susan Day, Matt Gart, Roger Harris, Mark Helms, Brian Katen, Tom Martin, Alex Niemiera,
John Seiler, Bill Shrader, Jay Stipes, Anthony Watson

From: Eric Wiseman, Associate Professor of Urban Forestry and Chair of the Virginia Tech
Arboretum Committee

Date: 11/11/11
Re: Football Practice Facility at Stadium Woods

The Arboretum Committee of Virginia Tech is a group of university faculty and staff formed in the
1980s under the leadership of the late Dr. Pete Feret, professor of forestry. The purpose of the
committee is to advocate for wise stewardship of campus trees and forests and to provide technical
advice to university staff about matters related to these natural resources.

The Arboretum Committee has been informed about the Athletic Department's intent to construct a
football practice facility adjacent to Lane Stadium. The design concept of this facility requires
encroachment into the adjacent old-growth woodland, which the Arboretum Committee strongly
opposes. The reason for this opposition is predicated on the woodland’s unique character:

* Itisthe only woodland on central campus that possesses characteristics of old-growth forest,
having a full complement of forest soil, woody debris, understory vegetation, and overstory
vegetation

* The woodland is populated by over fifty trees measuring greater than three feet in diameter,
many of which are estimated to be over 250 years of age

* The woodland is seasonally inhabited by over 60 species of birds, many of which are neo-
tropical migrants not found in urbanized landscapes or diminutive forest fragments

Because of this unigue character, the woodland provides a range of benefits to the community that
are not available elsewhere on central campus and that cannot be replicated within a reasonable
timeframe through mitigative landscaping or tree planting. Among the woodland benefits that will be
impacted by the construction project are:

* Environmental education for Virginia Tech students, visiting K-12 students, and adult

learners

* OQutdoor recreation and leisure for students, faculty, staff, visitors, and nearby residents

» Stormwater mitigation through tree canopy interception and forest soil detention

» Soil erosion control through vegetative and litter cover and plant root systems

* Habitat for an assortment of flora and fauna that are dependent on old-growth forest

Invent the Future

VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE AND STATE UNIVERSITY
An equal opportunity, affirmative action institution
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