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production questions. To view our template tutorials, go 

online to PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK. 

 

When you are ready to print your poster, go online to 
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QUICK START 
 

Zoom in and out 
As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the 

level that is more comfortable to you. Go to VIEW > 

ZOOM. 

 

Title, Authors, and Affiliations 
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the 

authors, and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text 

into the provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust 

the size of your text to fit the title box. You can manually override 

this feature and change the size of your text.  

 

TIP: The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) 

and institution name(s). 

 

 

 

 

 

Adding Logos / Seals 
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can 

insert a logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy 

and paste or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web 

sites are likely to be low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to 

see what the logo will look like on the final poster and make any 

necessary adjustments.   

 

TIP: See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster 

templates page. 

 

Photographs / Graphics 
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, 

copy and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 

proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of 

the corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not 
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Image Quality Check 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they 

look good they will print well. If they are blurry or pixelated, you 

will need to replace it with an image that is at a high-resolution. 
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QUICK START (cont. )  
 

How to change the template color theme 
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to 

the DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color theme of 

your choice. You can also create your own color theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also manually change the color of your background by 

going to VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the 

master be sure to go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on 

your poster. 

 

How to add Text 
The template comes with a number of pre-

formatted placeholders for headers and text 

blocks. You can add more blocks by copying 

and pasting the existing ones or by adding a 

text box from the HOME menu.  

 

 Text size 
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have 

to present. The default template text offers a good starting point. 

Follow the conference requirements. 

 

How to add Tables 
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and  

click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select 

rows and columns.  

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or 

another PowerPoint document. A pasted table may 

need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > FORMAT 

SHAPE, TEXT BOX, Margins. 

 

Graphs / Charts 
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or 

Word. Some reformatting may be required depending on how the 

original document has been created. 

 

How to change the column configuration 
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see 

the column options available for this template. The poster columns 

can also be customized on the Master. VIEW > MASTER. 

 

How to remove the info bars 
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished 

your poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be included. You can 

also delete them by going to VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust 

the Page-Setup to match the Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you 

create a PDF. You can also delete them from the Slide Master. 

 

Save your work 
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save 

as PowerPoint of “Print-quality” PDF. 

 

Print your poster 
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 

PosterPresentations.com and click on the “Order Your Poster” 

button. Choose the poster type the best suits your needs and 

submit your order. If you submit a PowerPoint document you will 

be receiving a PDF proof for your approval prior to printing. If your 

order is placed and paid for before noon, Pacific, Monday through 

Friday, your order will ship out that same day. Next day, Second 

day, Third day, and Free Ground services are offered. Go to 

PosterPresentations.com for more information. 
 

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page. 

Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon.  

© 2013 PosterPresentations.com 
    2117 Fourth Street , Unit C         
     Berkeley CA 94710 

    posterpresenter@gmail.com 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000

So
il 

d
e

p
th

 (
cm

) 

Penetration Resistance (KPa) 

CT

MT

NT

threshold

Sustainable land management practices are required to improve 

soil quality and crop productivity under smallholder farming 

systems in the tropical highlands of East Africa. 

Conservation agriculture (CA) has shown potential as such an 

approach. 

CA is based on 3-interlinked practices: 

• Minimum tillage or no-till; 

• Soil cover (crop residue or cover crops); 

• Crop rotations/associations. 

A synergistic effect created by simultaneous application of all the 

3 practices. 

Widespread adoption and impact of CA under smallholder farming 

systems is still limited.  

Introduction 

The main objective of the study was to evaluate the impact of 

tillage: conventional tillage (CT), minimum tillage (MT) and no-

till (NT) combined with 3 cropping systems: intercrop, relay and 

strip system on: 

i. Total and labile SOC and N pools; 

ii. Bulk density (BD), penetration resistance (PR) and water 

infiltration. 

Objectives 

Study sites were in eastern Uganda and western Kenya (Fig. 1). 

Materials and Methods 

• MT and NT treatments are trending towards more SOC 

accumulation in 3 of the 4 study sites (Fig. 2). 

• Use of mucuna, a leguminous cover crop, enhanced N fixation 

in Tororo (Fig. 3). 

• Labile C & N pools were not significantly influenced by 

treatment effects (data not shown).  

• Reduced tillage tended to increase soil compaction as 

indicated by higher BD and PR (Fig. 4 & 5). 

• No till promoted formation of macropores in the soil  (Fig. 6). 

Results 

Conclusion 
• Reduced tillage is showing positive trends in SOC 

accumulation. 

• Leguminous cover crops such as mucuna can be used to 

enhance N fixation.  

• Near surface soil tends to compact under MT & NT, hence we 

recommend: 

• Ripping to break the hardpan,  and  

• Retention of sufficient crop residue/cover crop biomass. 

• Below the plough depth, MT & NT are showing lower PR 

perhaps due to better soil structure.    
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Experimental layout in a RCBD with split plots in space: 

• Tillage: CT, MT & NT (whole plot factor); 

• Cropping system: intercrop, relay & strip (sub-plot factor). 

Total SOC/N determined by dry combustion, mineralizable C by 

aerobic incubation, microbial biomass by fumigation-extraction, 

mineral N - calorimetrically, BD by core method, PR by cone 

index and infiltration by mini-disk infiltrometer. 
Fig. 4: Bulk density  as influenced by tillage system 

Fig. 3: Mineral  N under different cropping systems 

Fig. 2: Soil organic carbon (SOC) as influenced by tillage system 

Fig. 5: Penetration resistance as impacted by tillage system 

(averaged across all sites) 

Fig. 6: Cumulative water infiltration  under different tillage 

systems in Trans Nzoia 

Mucuna cover crop Maize-bean intercrop 
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