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WELCOME to the Virginia Forest Landowner Update! You and your 
family or organization are invited to learn about your role in Virginia forest 
stewardship by attending the events listed within these pages. These programs will 
provide practical information to forest landowners, natural resource professionals, 
youth and other interested parties on the many components of sustainable forestry. 

TO SUBMIT EVENTS 
AND INFORMATION ..... 

If your organization is sponsor
ing a program or has infonna
tion of benefit to landowners or 
natural resource professionals, 
please contact: Dylan Jenkins 
Virginia Cooperative Extension 

Update sponsors include: 
Virginia Department of Forestry 
Virginia Tech College of Natural Resources 

- Department of Forestry 
- Cooperative Extension 

Virginia Department of Game & Inland Fisheries 
Virginia Forestry Association 

Tax Benefits of 
Conservation Easements 
John D. Hutchinson, V 
Western Virginia Land Trust 

B efore entering into a conservation easement of any kind, 
land owners should consult with their attorneys. If an 

easement donor intends to capitalize on tax advantages pro
vided by easements, the services of a tax professional and a 
certified land appraiser will also be needed. 

Conservation easements enable owners to preserve the spe
cial natural, historic, and agricultural values of their property 
in its current condition. For most people, meeting these per
sonal conservation objectives is the primary motivation for 
entering into an easement. In meeting the conservation objec
tives of an individual land owner, however, easements can 
provide documentable benefits to the public by conserving 
water, open lands, forests, and other significant historic and 
natural resources. Because of these public benefits, the state 
and federal tax codes offer significant tax incentives for land
owners who give easements to qualified private land trusts 
and public agencies. 

Real Property Taxes 

Local real property taxes in Virginia are based on the assessed 
value of land as measured by its "fair market value." With
out a conservation easement, properties are taxed at their 
market value at their "highest and best use," which assessors 
equate with full development potential. An easement re
duces or removes this potential for development, and Virginia 
law requires that the tax assessment recognize this reduction 
in value. An easement can substantially reduce taxes on real 
property in communities which do not have land use value 
assessment for real property taxes. The code states, "neither 
the interest of the holder of a conservation easement nor a 
third party right of enforcement ... shall be subject to state or 
local taxation nor shall the owner of the fee be taxed for the 
interest of the holder of the easement," if it is "perpetual." 

Example#1 

An easement is placed on a 500-acre farm in a county that 
does not have use-value taxation. The county had been as
sessing it at its appraised value of $1,000,000, or $2,000 per 
acre. The easement is appraised at $400,000, reducing the 

216B Cheatham Hall (0324) 
Blacksburg. Virginia 24061 

phone: 5401231-6391 
fax: 5401231-3330 

e-mail: dylan@vt.edu 

property's value to $600,000, or $1,200 per acre. The 
owner's real property tax liability would be reduced as 
shown in table 1: 

..:1~_,e_a_l_p_ro_p_e_rt_y_t_a_xe_s_J·-·-ll·lllill·-
assessed property value 

tax rate 
(per $100 assessed value) 

illlili"dM*Htt' 
annual real property 
tax savings from the 
conservation easement: 

$1 ,000,000 $600,000 

$0.58 $0.58 

$5,800 $3,480 

$2,320 

Federal and State Income Taxes 

The donation of a conservation easement that meets federal 
tax code requirements can be deducted from state and federal 
taxable income, just like tax deductible gifts made to a 
church or community group. For income tax purposes, the 
value of the easement is the difference between the land's 
value with the easement and its value without the easement. 
To qualify as a deduction, the value must be determined by 
a certified land appraiser. For example, if a property is 
worth $1,000,000 without an easement and $600,000 with 
an easement, a charitable deduction of $400,000 is gener
ated. In other words, the development rights associated with 
the property were valued by a land appraiser at $400,000. 

An individual can deduct the value of a donated conserva
tion easement against up to 30 percent of their adjusted 
gross income in the year they make the donation. Any bal
ance of the deduction may be carried forward for up to five 
succeeding years. Of course, the total value of the gift may 
exceed the amount that can be deducted over six years. The 
value of the donation can therefore vary, depending on an 
individual's annual income and corresponding tax rate. Once 
again, it is always important for a prospective easement 
donor to seek counsel from a financial adviser when consid
ering the tax ramifications of their donation. 

Example#2 

For example, assume that a family donates an easement on 
their 500-acre farm to the Virginia Outdoors Foundation. 
The appraised value is $1,000,000 without the easement. 

BENEFITS continues on page 5 



EVENTS CALENDAR 
event date/ event/description I 

time fee 
contact location (preregistration requested unless noted otherwise; TBA =to be announced) 

LC July 15-16 Wintergreen Nature Foundation Field Study Institute: Stream Ecology. 9:30am-4:30pm $90.00 
Wintergreen This field workshop will focus on small animals and aquatic insects to analyze stream and water- each day 

Resort shed ecology and functions. Participants will learn basic aquatic insect ID and key concepts about 
their role in the stream. Topics discussed include; ways that water reaches a stream; channel flow 
dynamics; physical and chemical impacts on insects and other aquatic organisms; in-stream and 
riparian vegetation; and stream and watershed protection. Website at: www.twnf.org. 

CG July 27 Ninth Annual Southern Piedmont Agricultural Conservation Field Day. 8am-2pm no fee 
Cedar Lane Join farmers, forest landowners, and natural resource professionals at the Cedar Lane Farm for a (optional wildlife 

Farms tour of southern Piedmont farm, forest, and wildlife management practices. A diversified farm and tour at 2:30pm) 
(Brunswick Co.) forest operation, participants will learn about tobacco conservation tillage, timber and wildlife 

management alternatives, vegetable marketing and production, cool season forages, and starting a 
cut flower enterprise. Optional wildlife tour begins at 2:30. Please call to reserve your free lunch. 

LCS July 28-29 Land Conservation Summit 2000. 8am-5pm $155.00 
St. Paul, This conference will advance the debate about private land conservation and the use of conserva- each day 

Minnesota ti.on easements into the new millennium. Seminars and presentations will focus on the following 
topics in private land conservation: assessment of recent trends, identification of current problems 
and potential solutions to legal concerns, broaden the conservation debate by linking public policy 
with individual social and economic values. Website at: www.geog.umn.edu/summit2000. 

Native Warm Season Grass Workshops. 
Sponsored by the Virginia Dept. of Game and Inland Fisheries, learn how to establish, maintain, 

Two dates and identify native warm season grasses, how these grasses can benefit your farming operation 
and locations: and where to get technical and financial assistance. Lunch provided for registrants. 

TBl August 9 Isle of Wight County 8:30am-3:30pm no fee 
TBl August 15 Montgomery County 8:30am-3:30pm no fee 

LC August 19-20 Wintergreen Nature Foundation Field Study Institute: Earth, Water, Wind, and Fire. 9:30am-4:30pm $90.00 
Wintergreen This course will use the four basic elements as a tool to illustrate concepts in ecology and basic each day 

Resort life sciences. Weather is highlighted as a force that moves resources from place to place. Nutrient, 
energy, and geological cycling will be brought to life through field demonstrations and in-class 
discussion. Explore the relationships between biotic and abiotic elements in ecosystems. Website 
at: www.twnf.org. 

LK August 24 Better Hardwood Timber through Management Field Day. 3pm-6pm no fee 
Fairfield How can you create high quality hardwood timber from your forest following a clear cut timber (tour only) 

(Rockbridge Co.) harvest? Learn from the experts! This tour and field day will be conducted on a 20 acre tract and 7pm-9pm $10.00 
is designed for both small and large landowners. Virginia Tree Farm Award Winner Bill dinner 
Braunworth will demonstrate how to "weed" an 8 year-old hardwood stand by selecting trees that 
will become the new forest. VA Dept. of Forestry hardwood expert Stan Warner will demonstrate 
how to improve older hardwood trees through timber stand improvement (TSI) techniques. Enjoy 
dinner (for a fee) with the Rockbridge Forestry Association after the tour. 

TBl September8 Quail Management Workshop. 8am-4pm no fee 
Shenandoah Learn practical quail management techniques for the farm and forest: quail ecology and recent re-

County search findings, managing timber for quail, habitat management strategies for early successional-
species, and warm season grass establishment and management. Includes afternoon field tour of 
good examples of quail management practices - dress for the field. Sponsored by the Virginia 
Dept. of Game and Inland Fisheries. Lunch provided. 

Sept. 15-17 Virginia Natural History Weekend Retreat. 9:30am-4:30pm $95.00 
Wintergreen Join some of the state's finest field scientists for a weekend of exploration in the Blue Ridge each day 

Resort Mountains. Botany, geology, ornithology, and herpetology are some of the fields of study during 
this weekend of hands-on learning. Participants build their own schedule of guided hikes, lee-
tures, and workshops on the region's natural history. 

AFMG September 16 Appalachian Forest Expo and Farm Safety Day. 9am-4pm no fee 
Clifton Forge Forestry exhibits and demonstrations for the entire family. Collegiate Game of Logging competi-

D.S. Lancaster tion, Wood-Magic Show, logging equipment, blue grass band, log truck show, and food vendor. 
Comm. College Demonstrations on ATV, lawn mower, and tractor safety. No charge for activities. 



USING THE 
CALENDAR 

For more information or to register for a specific event, identify the event contact (whose initials are to the 
left of the event), by referring to the "Event Contacts" information box (for example VT = Virginia Tech). 
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WPR 

date/ 
location 

Sept. 18-20 
Annapolis, 
Maryland 

September 20 
Waynesboro 

Sept. 22-23 
South Boston 

September 23 
Farmville 

October 1-3 
Ramada Plaza 
Virginia Beach 

Five dates 
and locations: 

October 10 
October 12 
October 17 
October 19 
October 24 

event/description 
(preregistration required unless noted otherwise; TBA =to be announced) 

Fragmentation 2000: Sustaining Private Forests in the 21st Century. 
Conference will bring diverse experts together to: (1) examine what is known about private forests 
of all sizes, ranging from small bits to mega-hunks; and (2) identify areas of agreement, disagree
ment, or just-don't-know situations regarding prospects for sustaining private forests in the 21st 
century. Register online at: www.fragmentation2000.org. 

5th Annual Waynesboro Urban Tree Care Workshop. 
Classroom lectures and outdoor workshops by regional tree experts will feature practices establish 
and maintain trees in the urban forest. Topics covered include valuing urban trees, root care, tree 
establishment and maintenance. ISA CEU's available. Profits fund future workshops and urban 
forestry scholarships. Website at: www.cnr.vt.edu/vufc. 

9th Annual American Paulownia Association Conference. 
Focus on paulownia products and domestic marketing issues. Lectures, presentations, and field 
trips will cover forestry in Virginia, paulownia niche markets, is paulownia a "tree pest?" five years 
of paulownia field trials in NC, micro-climate farming systems, plantation establishment and man
agement, product manufacturing, and theft concerns. Website at: www.paulowniatrees.org. 

Heartland Forest Festival. 
Activities for the entire family; celebrate Virginia's forestry heritage! Food, olde time woodcrafts, 
and demonstrations; logger competitions and prizes, childrens activities, local craft vendors, blue 
grass music, and forestry exhibits. No charge for activities; no registration. 

Governor's Conference on Greenways and Blueways. 
Forum for state, federal, and private natural resource organizations to develop partnerships, and 
plan and coordinate development of greenways, blueways, and trails. An excellent series of work
shops and field trips will focus on greenway planning, construction and maintenance, resource as
sessment and management, and tourism. Website at: www.state.va.us/,...,dcr/prr/trailcnfhtm 

24th Annual Fall Forestry and Wildlife Bus Tour Series. 
Tour several demonstration stops on private, industry, and public lands showing management prac
tices applying to private forest lands. Resource professionals and landowners will provide infor
mation on growing trees and managing wildlife. Programs focus on multiple-use management op
portunities and how landowners can achieve specific objectives. Dress comfortably for the weather 
and walking in the woods. Lunch included; registration at the door $30.00. 
Eastern Shore - Onley 
Northern Neck - Kilmarnock 
Rockbridge County - Goshen 
Louisa County - Louisa 
Pittsylvania County 

EVENT CONTACTS 
for more information or to register for a specific event, please contact: 

name/affiliation phone fax 

Appalachian Forest Management Group 540/862-7 621 540/862-3375 

time 

8am-5pm 
each day 

7:45am-4pm 

8am-5:30pm 
each day 

10am-3pm 

8am-7pm 
each day 

8am-5prn 
8am-5prn 
8am-5prn 
8am-5pm 
8am-5pm 

Cynthia Gregg, Brunswick County Cooperative Extension 804/848-2151 804/848-4882 cgregg@vt.edu 
David Waterman, Virginia Tech Division of Continuing Education 540/231-5486 540/231-9886 dmwater@vt.edu 

fee 

$140.00 
$175.00 

after8/15 

$80.00 
$90.00 

after9/1 

$65.00 

no fee 

$125.00 

$25.00 
$25.00 
$25.00 
$25.00 
$25.00 

Greg Winston, Virginia Department of Forestry 804/392-4159 804/392-1550 winstong@dof.state.va.us 
Harry Haney, Virginia Tech Department of Forestry 540/231-5212 540/231-3698 hhaney@vt.edu 
James Belote, Accomac County Cooperative Extension 757/787-1361 7571787-1044 jbelote@vt.edu 
Jonathan Repair, Rockbridge County Cooperative Extension 540/463-4734 540/463-5981 jrepair@vt.edu 
Jim Riddell, Louisa County Cooperative Extension 540/967-3424 540/967-3489 jriddell@vt.edu 
Laura Covert, The Wintergreen Nature Foundation 804/325-8169 804/3 25-1464 wtgnf@aol.com 
Land Conservation Summit 2000 888/671-6214 888/671-6215 
Lin Koch, Rockbridge Area Forestry and Wildlife Association 540/377-9285 540/377-9285 kochl l@msn.com 
Sharon Blickenstaff, American Paulownia Association 301/790-3075 3011790-1717 palownia@erols.com 
Stephen Britt, Pittsylvania County Cooperative Extension 804/432-2041 804/432-7777 sbritt@vt.edu 
Trisha Butcher, Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 804/598-4934 tbutcher@dgif. state. va. us 
Terri Bates, Fragmentation 2000 703/538-1134 703/538-1135 Bates-Stasny@erols.com 
Waynesboro Parks and Recreation 540/942-6735 540/942-6799 Parks&Rec@ci.waynesboro.va.us 

,. 



What do butterflies and old bottles have to do with fores try? .... Meet Bill and Helen Braunworth, other forest landowners, and natu
ral resource professionals from the Shenandoah Valley on August 
24 in Fairfield, Virginia. A tour and hands-on demonstration will be 
conducted showing how landowners can significantly improve 
young and mature hardwood stands to produce quality hardwood 
timber. See the Events Calendar on pages 2-3 for more details. • 

Meet Bill and Helen Braunworth 
Dylan H. Jen.kins 
Virginia Tech Department of Forestry 

Bill Braunworth has spent a few years in the 
woods, 53 years to be exact. He got his start in 
forestry clearing "flowage" or trees destined to be 
inundated from the creation of the Flagstaff Reser
voir near Stratton, Maine in 1947. Later Bill sold 
power lawn equipment, parts, and chain saws in 
New England and the mid-Atlantic before he and 
Helen purchased their first forested tract in New 
Jersey in 1960. They've been managing forest 
land ever since, and full-time for the past 25 years. 

Bill talks about how he 
will train a young black 
walnut to produce high 
quality timber. 

Bill is a no-non
sense guy and takes 
every opportunity 
to share his passion 
for hands-on forest 
management. So 
when I made a re
cent trip to their 
home in Fort Defi
ance to speak with 
Bill and Helen 
about private forest 
land issues and 
woodlot improve
ment techniques, I 
expected to get 

started by taking a walk in their woods to look at 
"real forestry" from the landowner's perspective: 
timber stand improvement, hardwood regeneration, 
and Christmas tree operations. But Bill started our 
day by showing me his butterflies and old bottles. 
"This is what it's all about," said Bill. "I found 
most of these bottles in my woods, the butterflies 
too - in the cutover areas mostly - where the wild
flowers grow when the trees are small. I didn't 
find these things in my management plan or by 
reading a book about forestry. I got out there and 
learned about my land." To Bill and Helen, their 
forest isn't far removed from their lives, it's their 
backyard. 

The Braunworths have amassed more than an im
pressive collection of antique bottles and butterflies 
from their forest lands. Over four decades of forest 
ownership they've gained an intimate and invalu
able knowledge about forest and wildlife manage
ment; they've forged a relationship with the land. 
Bill and Helen will be the first to tell other land
owners that it's not all been success. "It doesn't all 
work out. Sometimes you fail, but those are good 
lessons too." Learning by doing, the Braunworths 
are active forest landowners. Over the years and in 
three different states they've converted old agricul
tural land to forest, interplanted pine with hard
woods, practiced "enrichment planting" of hard
wood seedlings in an already established hard
wood stands (see Regenerating Your Forest -
Naturally; Summer, 1999), and established several 
successful Christmas tree operations. "There's 
always something to learn from the forest," Bill 

notes. "We've planted a lot of trees, but sometimes 
I think the squirrels do a better job picking the 
right spot than we do." 

I asked Bill why he and Helen moved to Virginia. 
While they have many good memories and friends 
from their years in New England and the mid
Atlantic, Bill stated that private forest management 
was getting difficult both from a regulatory and 
biologic standpoint. "The north grows some beau
tiful hardwoods, but regeneration was getting dif
ficult with the deer overpopulation." He explained 
that this was both a biologic and political issue, 
and was hitting private forest landowners hard. 
These problems have become even more challeng
ing since the 80's. "I learned about the opportuni
ties for private forest management in different 
states from the American Tree Farm System. They 
ran an article in their magazine about private for
estry opportunities; Virginia and West Virginia 
ranked very high. We were ready for a move and 
came to Virginia in 1981; that's were we've been 
ever since." 

And Vrrginia's 
forestry commu
nity is glad they 
did. Since 1981, 
Bill and Helen's 
forests have 
hosted thousands 
of landowners, 
professional for
esters, youth 
groups, and others 
for field days, 
demonstrations, 
and seminars on 
forest and wildlife 
management. 
"Landowners need 
to be willing to 
open themselves 

One of the Braunworth's 
"mother walnuts" - the 
seed source for the future 
forest. 

and their land for tours, questions, comments, and 
criticisms. When someone has a question or con
cern about cutting trees, I tell them to come over 
and we'll talk about it; I show them what we're up 
to." This dedication to spreading the stewardship 
message has earned Bill and Helen the Tree 
Farmer of the Year Award in every state they have 
owned and managed forest land: New Jersey in 
the 60's, Pennsylvania in the ?O's, and now Vrr
ginia. 

Although Bill remains optimistic, he expressed his 
frustration at the public's lack of understanding 
about active forest management. "The public just 
doesn't understand forestry, why we manage and 
cut trees. The fact is, nature is harsh." Bill relates 
active forest management to vegetable gardening: 
"The forest won't produce the kind of products we 

use unless it is managed anymore than a garden 
will produce the food we want unless it is weeded; 
it's that simple." 

Bill is also concerned about the future ability of 
private forest landowners to manage their woodlots 
for forest products. That concern has led the 
Braunworths to make plans to ensure their forests 
remain actively managed. One strategy they are 
currently considering is placing conservation ease
ments on their land before they sell. "An easement 
could help to ensure that this land remains in forest 
and agriculture use indefinitely. I want to make 
sure that future landowners can make a living from 
managing the land." He also expressed concern 
about the increasingly hostile political culture for 
active forest management on private as well as fed
eral forest lands. And then their are the deer. "The 
deer are getting thick and we're having real prob
lems with deer browsing our hardwood regenera
tion." 

Bill's recommendations to forest landowners are 
simple but important: "Sure I make future plans, 
planning is part of forest management. But the 
plans don't mention the deer and rabbits eating the 
terminals off my Christmas trees, they don't men
tion how the honeysuckle keeps growing and 
strangling my trees, or the ailanthus moving in. 
The only way you can properly manage forest land 
is to get out and walk all around it, walk every acre 
you have and see how it changes. That's a simple 
management plan and it works. Landowners need 
to do that, it's common sense. Forest management 
is hands-on." m 

Virginia Riparian Forest 
Buffer Tax Credit Announced 

The Update thanks James Starr and Michael 
Foreman of the Virginia Department of Forestry 
for providing information for this article. 

A new tax credit for forest landowners was re
cently announced by the Virginia Department of 
Forestry (VDOF). Titled the Riparian Forest 
Buffer Protection for Waterways Tax Credit, this 
program provides an income tax credit to indi
vidual and corporate forest landowners who own 
forest land abutting a perennial or intermittent 
stream on which timber is harvested and who fore
bear harvesting on certain portions of their land 
near the stream for 15 years. The credit is equal 
to 25 percent of the value of the standing timber in 
the forest retained as a riparian buffer, not to ex
ceed $17 ,500. If the amount of the credit exceeds 
the landowner's tax liability in the first year, the 
excess may be carried over for credit against in
come taxes in the next five taxable years until the 
total amount of the tax credit has been taken. 

CREDIT continues on page 6 
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BENEFITS from page 4 

The easement is appraised at $400,000, reducing their 
land's value to $600,000. The family has an annual 
adjusted gross income of $100,000, after subtracting 
other tax deductions. Their income tax liability would 
be reduced as shown in table 2: 

2 federal and state -
r---__;;ln~c:.:o~m,;,:e_;t;:ax~e:.:s.....1••'1i'lllillll . 

adjusted gross income 
easement deduction 
taxable income 

federal income tax (@ 31 % ) 
federal income tax (@ 28%) 

Virginia income tax 
(@$720 + 5.75% of 
excess over $17 ,000) 

""'''*'''""'"'• 

$100,000 $100,000 
0 30,000 

100,000 70,000 

$31,000 na 
na $19,600 

$5,493 $3,768 

$36,493 $23,368 

In this example the family can only deduct $30,000, 
or 30 percent, of their adjusted gross income a year, 
for annual tax savings of $13,125. They can take that 
deduction for six consecutive years, however, on their 
federal and state income taxes combined. Hence, the 
annual income tax savings from the conservation ease
ment is $13,125 per year for six years with a total 
income tax savings from the conservation easement 
equalling $78,750. 

Long-term Capital Gain Tax on Property 

The tax benefits of placing a conservation easement on 
property often should be considered in light of the 
taxes and other expenses owners face when they sell 
their land. After all, a gift of easement can sometimes 
provide enough tax savings to prevent a family from 
having to sell land it would rather keep and protect for 
future generations. 

In example number two above, the owners of the 500-
acre farm may need to increase their after-tax income. 
On option would be to sell a parcel from the farm. 
However, if they sell the parcel, they will increase 
their income, but they will also increase their taxes, 
entail significant transaction costs like broker fees, and 
lose income from the farm's most productive agricul
tural acreage. These losses must be balanced against 
the financial gains of selling their land to development. 

If the family bought the parcel for $100,000 they 
would owe federal taxes on capital gains of $500,000 
if they sell it for $600,000. At the federal capital 
gains tax rate of 28 percent, the family would owe 
$140,000 to the federal government and additional 
Virginia income taxes on the capital gain of$ 28,650 
(at 5.75 percent). They might also have to pay a 
realtor 's commission, often 10 percent for rural prop
erties ($60,000). In this instance the after-tax pro
ceeds of sale would be only $371 ,350. 

As described in example two, the family would save 
$78,750 on their federal and state income taxes com
bined if they place an easement on all of the farm. 
The difference between the after-tax income from the 
partial sale and the donation of an easement on the 
entire property would represent the true financial 

costs of protecting their farm instead of selling 
out to development. 

Estate Taxes 

The greatest impediment to keeping a farm in 
the family is often the estate tax, which is levied 
at rates as high as 55 percent. The combined 
impact of increasing land values and estate taxes 
can force children to sell a farm bequeathed to 
them, just to pay taxes. Too often, heirs learn 
the federal estate tax on a property is in the 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, after their 
parents have died. Because estate taxes are usu
ally due nine months after a parent's death, chil
dren may be forced to sell all or part of a farm 
they would rather keep to pay the estate tax. 

An easement that protects land from future 
development also lowers its fair market value, 
and the value of the property owner's estate. 
This reduced value will result in lower estate 
taxes. An easement's effect on estate taxes is 
most important to families with large real estate 
holdings, since the first $650,000 of assets is 
generally exempt from estate taxes. Rising 
property values in Virginia can easily push a 
farm's value well above this limit. An easement 
can be used to bring the market value of land 
back down, under this limit. Because estate tax 
law is complicated and changing as a result of 
amendments to the tax code enacted in recent 
years, an example of the effect of easements on 
the estate taxes is beyond the scope of this ar
ticle. Suffice it to note that careful estate plan
ning that includes conservation easements can 
substantially reduce or eliminate the estate taxes 
on property valued at less than $2 million. m 
Would you like to learn more about conser
vation easements? Look in your next issue 
for an easement conference designed for 
forest landowners in Blacksburg this fall. 

RESOURCE REVIEW 
Legal Aspects of Owning and Managing 
Woodlands by Thom J. McEvoy 
reviewed by Dylan H. Jenkins 
editor's note: Resource Review is now a regu
lar feature within the Forest Landowner Up
date. Please send us your suggestions on books, 
magazines, videos, websites, and other re
sources of interest to forest landowners for 
future reviews. 

In the foreward to Thom J. McEvoy's Legal 
Aspects of Owning and Managing Woodlands 
(Island Press; 1998, 239 pp.), Dr. Carl Reidel 
writes that, "unwise investments, legal mis
takes, and poor financial planning have prob
ably caused more woodland management fail
ures than fires, insects, and inappropriate silvi
culture combined." As a forester who daily 
hears about the successes and failures on pri
vate forest lands, I agree with this assessment. 
Frequently, questions I receive from forest 
landowners start out with the biological, such 
as "what insect or disease is killing my loblolly 

pine trees," or "how do I best regenerate high 
quality hardwoods from a cutover forest?" 
While the responses to these questions are in 
part biologic, the answer and conversation 
frequently leads to important legal and/or fi
nancial considerations. The opposite is true as 
well. For example, questions about timber 
sale contracts (a seemingly financial question) 
are usually answered explaining that contract 
clauses should protect water quality and site 
productivity (i.e. , the ecologic) as well as the 
landowner's bottom line (i.e. , the economic). 

McEvoy does an excellent job of relating the 
economic and legal aspects of forest manage
ment to the biologic; indeed, within the world 
of forest management, the worlds of econom
ics and ecology are inseparable. Even more 
passive forest landowners who do not hold 
income generation from their woodlands as a 
primary objective will encounter decisions that 
involve large sums of money and require the 
assistance of professional legal and/or finan
cial council. Examples of these issues include 
forest taxation, boundary line disputes, and 
estate planning issues. 

Divided into ten chapters, McEvoy's book 
covers the essential legal issues in forestry 
management including: private property rights, 
forest land acquisition and ownership, surveys 
and boundaries, managing and using forest 
land, forest management contracts, ethics in 
forestry practice, forest taxation, estate plan
ning, and dispute settlement. Also included 
are simple tables, figures , illustrations, and a 
helpful glossary of legal and financial terms 
used throughout the book. 

While McEvoy's book is not a substitute for 
the advice of a professional forester or quali
fied attorney, his treatment of complex legal 
and financial concepts is sufficiently thorough 

and is related in 
easily understand
able text with a 
minimum of jargon. 
Most importantly, 
this book will help 
forest landowners, 
regardless of their 
management objec
tives, to ask the 
right questions of 
forestry, financial, 
and legal council. 

Copies of Legal Aspects of Owning and Man
aging Woodlands are available through Island 
Press by calling toll-free: 1-800/828-1302; 
order online at: www.islandpress.org; or mail 
orders to: Island Press, P.O. Box 7, Dept. lP, 
Covelo, CA 95428-0007. Hardcover: $45.00, 
ISBN# 1-55963-638-6; softcover: $20.00, 
ISBN#l-55963-639-4. A free catalog of their 
other environmental management titles is 
available by requesting the Island Press Envi
ronmental Sourcebook. m 
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ARE YOU RECEIVING MORE THAN ONE UPDATE? 
Are you receiving more than one Forest Landowner Update? Has your mailing 
address changed due to the 911 address regulations? Please let us know! We go 
to a lot of effort to ensure that a minimum of duplicate mailings are sent out, 
however, we still receive reports of folks getting more than one of the same 
issue. To make address corrections, simply notify the editor by mail, phone, fax, 
or email using the contact information at the top of page one. Let us know under 
what names and addresses you currently receive the Update and under which 
name/address you wish to continue receiving future issues. Also, do you know 
a landowner in Virginia that would like their own Update? Send us their address 
and we'll add them to our mailing list. In the meantime, please share your extra 
copy with a neighboring landowner. Thank you! 

CREDIT from page 4 
Qualifying landowners will have a state approved Forest Stewardship Plan 
and eligible timber lands will be not less than 35 feet and not more than 300 
feet from the streambank. At least 50 percent of the crown cover must be 
retained in the applicable buffer zone. To report the tax credit, landowners 
will obtain a certificate from the VDOF stating the assessed value of timber 
in the buffer and then submit this document with their Virginia tax return. 
Some details are still being worked out, but it is likely that landowners will be 
responsible for fees associated with determining timber value and calculating 
the acreage in the riparian buffer zone. 

inside the next issue: 
• on-line woodland owners course 
• controlling tree-of-heaven 
• who is Doctor Denclro? 
• resource review 

October 2000 

This tax credit is available for 
the 2000 tax year. More de
tails on this credit will be 
available in future issues of 
the Update. For more infor
mation, contact your local 
VDOF office or the state of
fice at 804/977-6555. m 

CONTACT YOUR NATURAL RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT AGENCIES: 

Virginia JI Tech 

Virginia Department of Forestry 
P.O. Box 3758 

Charlottesville, VA 22903-0758 
804t9n-ssss 

www.dof.state.va.us 

Virginia Tech Department of Forestry 
& Virginia Cooperative Extension 

324 Cheatham Hall (0324) 
Blacksburg, VA 24061 

540/231-5481 
www.cnr.vt.edu -and- www.ext.vt.edu 

Virginia Department of Game 
& Inland Fisheries 

P.O. Box 11104 
Richmond, VA 23230-1104 

804/367-1000 
www.dgif.state.va.us 

Virginia Forestry Association 

8810-8 Patterson Ave. 
Richmond, VA 23229-6322 

804n 41-0836 
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