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~b1 VIRGINIA FOREST LANDOWNER UPDATE 
Events, news, and information promoting the stewardship of Virginia s forest resources. 

WELCOME to the Virginia Forest Landowner Update! You and your family or 
organization are invited to learn about your role in Vrrginia forest stewardship by attending 
the events listed within these pages. These programs will provide practical information to 
forest landowners, natural resource professionals, youth and other interested parties on the 
many components of sustainable forestry. 

TO SUBMIT EVENTS 

AND ADDRESS CORRECTIONS ... 

If your organization is sponsor
ing a natural resource education 
program or you would like to 
make a change of address, 
please contact: Dylan Jenkins 
Virginia Cooperative Extension 

Update sponsors include: 
Virginia Department of Forestry 
Virginia Tech College of Natural Resources 

- Department of Forestry 
- Cooperative Extension 

Virginia Department of Game & Inland Fisheries 
Virginia Forestry Association 
Virginia SFJSM State Implementation Committee 

Woodland Options Web
Based Course for Landowners 
Dylan Jenkins, Virginia Tech Dept. of Forestry 

The face of private forestry in Virginia is changing rapidly. 
While over three-quarters of Virginia forests are privately 
owned, this simple statistic masks the underlying sea
change that is currently taking place within private forest 
land ownership. The numbers tell the story. The average 
forest landowner is now 60 years or older. As a conse
quence, it is estimated that more than half of Virginia's pri
vate forests will change hands in the next ten years. In 
many parts of the southeast, well over 30 percent of the 
forest land is held by absentee landowners (defined as land
owners living 50 or miles from their forest land and whose 
primary residence is often in an urban area). And the num
ber of absentee landowners is expected to rise dramatically 
with the next 10 years as well. 

While the total amount of forestland in Virginia is no longer 
increasing, the total number of landowners is on the rise, 
due largely to the breakup, or parcelization of larger for
ested tracts into smaller tracts. Hence, the average Virginia 
forest ownership is now 29 acres, and by 2010, the average 
holding will likely decrease to 17 acres. Because the major
ity of Virginia's forests are privately owned, the breakup of 
large private ownerships has significant implications for the 
future sustainability of the Commonwealth's forest re
sources. 

Many in the forestry community have expressed concern 
that parcelization necessarily leads to the fragmentation of 
the overall forest resource and that smaller tracts may not be 
commercially viable for timber production. But the news 
may not be all bad. Keville Larson, a well-known consult
ing forester and current president of the Forest Landowners 
Association recently presented a compelling case that the 
forestry community should view the change in forest own
ership as an opportunity rather than a problem. He noted 
that the current transfer of ownership is placing forest land 
in good hands, and that fragmentation may create more car
ing rather than poorer stewardship of our nation's private 
forests (please see article about Lin Koch on page 4). 
Larson concludes that management for forest products will 
adapt to smaller ownerships, that landowners make better 
citizens, and that land ownership should be encouraged. 

216 Cheatham Hall (0324) 
Blacksburg, Virginia 24061 

phone: 5401231-6391 
fax: 5401231-3330 

e-mail: dylan@vt.edu 
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• Regardless of one's view on the fragmentation debate, it is clear 
that the number of small acreage tracts is increasing and that 
small and large forest tract owners face similar challenges when 
managing their forest lands. These challenges include access to 
timely and relevant management information, state and federal 
taxation policies that discourage forest management, and lack of 
management and estate planning. As Larson aptly points out, 
the current debate over fragmentation should focus on our most 
important goal: to promote the good care of all private forests. 

With this focus in mind, Virginia Tech's Department of For
estry and the Virginia Department of Forestry are developing a 
new internet-based course for forest landowners entitled Wood
land Options. Woodland Options is designed to familiarize and 
connect landowners with their forests , and to help landowners 
understand and develop specific options for their woodland 
properties. The course targets absentee and resident landown
ers of all acreages, and will be delivered over the web during a 
nine week period beginning mid-January 2002. Conducted in a 
"mentored" learning environment, each participant will be as
signed a mentor team consisting of a local forester and out
standing forest landowner (see Forest Mentor Program on page 
4). Participants will interact weekly via email discussion 
groups with their mentor team and with their working group 
consisting of other landowners enrolled in the course from their 
region. Approximately 25 working groups and associated 
mentor teams are now being set up across the Commonwealth. 
At the end of the course, participants and mentor teams will 
meet for an evening face-to-face question and answer session. 

Woodland Options consists of six modules (see table) that lead 
landowners through the process of learning about their own 
woodland and developing goals and objectives for their prop
erty. Each module consists of a basic and advanced assign
ment. Designed for absentee landowners who can not make a 
site visit to their property during the course, the basic assign
ment is completed entirely online and consists of readings, vir
tual tours, short video clips and a review quiz. The advanced 
assignment is designed for landowners who can visit their 
property and consists of the basic assignment plus easy to use 
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EVENTS CALENDAR For the most complete listing of natural resource education events, 
visit the on line events calendar at: www.cnr.vt.edu/forestupdatel 

date/ 
location 

Aug. 14 - Sept. 4 
(Tuesdays) 

Lynchburg, VA 

August 14-15 
Swarthmore 
College, PA 

Two dates and 
locations: 
August 16 
August 30 

August 17 
Lexington, VA 

September 5-6 
Blacksburg, VA 

September 5-8 
Washington, D.C. 

September 10-14 
Blacksburg, VA 

Sept. 12 
Pittsylvania Co. 

September 14 
Blacksburg, VA 

event/description 
(preregistration requested unless noted otherwise; TBA =to be announced) 

Wildlife Options for Landowners. 
Learn principles and techniques for enhancing your woodland property for game and non-game 
wildlife. Topics include: basic wildlife requirements, applied habitat ecology and management, 
forest practices, habitat structure, open field management, and riparian forests and corridors. 

Invasive Plants Conference: Action on All Fronts 
Conference will address the serious threat posed by invasive plants to biological diversity and the 
health of our natural resources. Presented by the Mid-Atlantic Exotic Pest Plant Council. 

Forest Tree Identification 
Learn to identify trees by using clues offered by leaves, bark, fruit, twigs, and growth form. Partici-
pants will be introduced to tools and materials available to assist them with tree identification. 
Farmville - Prince Edward Co. Natural Resources & Agricultural Building Conj. Room 
Chatham - USDA Service Center Conference Room 

Rockbridge Area Forestry and Wildlife Association Forestry Tour and Barbecue 
Enjoy a barbecue dinner while discussing topics such as hardwood forest ecology and management, 
solar pumping for water in pasture, and pine management. 

Kentland Farm Family Showcase 
Demonstrations and hands-on activities by Virginia Tech's Colleges of Natural Resources, Agricul-
ture and Life Sciences, Veterinary Medicine, and Human Resources and Education at the Kentland 
Farm near Blacksburg. Learn what's new in agriculture, forestry and wildlife, animal care, and con-
sumer sciences. 

2001 National Urban Forest Conference: Investing in Natural Capital 
Conference will highlight opportunities to use green infrastructure to make cities better places to 
live. Program sessions focus on: public policies designed to increase natural capital, latest computer 
technology to measure tree canopy cover benefits, and action programs that engage communities in 
rebuilding the urban forest. Visit http://www.americanforests.org_for more information. 

Habitat Evaluation Procedures 
Habitat Evaluation Procedures (HEP) are a tested and proven approach to evaluating wildlife habitat 
quality, developing wildlife habitat management plans, assessing potential impacts of projects to 
wildlife, and developing ways to compensate for wildlife habitat losses associated with project im-
pacts. For more information visit http://www.conted.vt.edu/hep.htm. 

Pittsylvania County Tree Foray 
Tour of local tree problems that arrive from service calls. Discuss diagnosis and possible treatments. 
Lunch is not provided, but we will stop somewhere to eat together. Bring camera, sampling equip-
ment, etc. Tour limited to 25 people. 

Log Trucking System Simulator (LTSS) 
This workshop introduces participants to the Log Trucking System Stimulator (LTSS) Computer 
Program. This is a hands-on workshop where participants use the LTSS model to analyze several 
hypothetical case study wood supply simulations. Workshop participants receive a computer disk 
containing the LTSS program as well as a brief ''User's Guide." 

September 14-15 10th Annual Conference - American Paulownia Association, Inc. 
Santee, SC Conference Theme: 'What We Have Learned In 10 Years; The Do's, The Don'ts, And The Maybes'. 

September 14-16 
Marion, VA 

September 14-16 
Wintergreen, VA 

Activities include: Lectures, presentations, 'expert panel', 2 field trips, and product/vendor displays. 

Virginia Outdoors Weekend 
The Virginia Outdoors Weekend is a fun and informative hands-on event where individuals, couples 
and families can learn outdoor skills together. All classes are taught in the field and focus on out
door skill, conservation, ethics, and safety. This year's event will include sessions on canoeing, fal
conry, fly fishing, hawk migration watch, hunting & fishing, kayaking, map & compass, outdoor 
cooking, outdoor photography, and much more! 

Virginia's Natural History Retreat 
Naturalists can trace Virginia's past geologic climatic changes through the plant and animal popula
tions which inhabit these beautiful ancient mountains. We seldom have the opportunity to dig into 
these mysteries of the past, but this September, a rare opportunity exists to study these and other 
facets of natural history. Whether parent, teacher, naturalist, or outdoor enthusiast, come prepared 
for quality instruction from Virginia's finest field scientists. 

September 15 Middle Peninsula Down on the Farm Tour 
Middle Peninsula Celebrate the bounty of the land and the waters of the Middle Peninsula! Tour stops include a saw

mill, dairy farm, aquaculture, nursery, seafood processor, and alternative agriculture. 

time 

6:30-9:30pm 

all day 
each day 

5:30pm-7:30pm 
5:30pm-7:30pm 

4pm-9pm 

September 5: 
9am-8pm 

September 6: 
9am-4pm 

all day 
each day 

all day 
each day 

9am-4:30pm 

8am-5pm 

all day 
each day 

all day 
each day 

all day 
each day 

9:30am-3:30pm 

fee 

$35.00 

TBA 

no fee 
no fee 

$8.50 

no fee 

$350.00 

$695.00 

no fee 

$95.00 

$45.00 

$25.00 

$90.00 

no fee 
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USING THE 
CALENDAR 

For more information or to register for a specific event, Identify the event contact (whose Initials are to 
the left of the event), by referring to the Event Contacts Information box (for example VT= Virginia Tech). 

event 
contact 

PR 

BS 

MG 

ASD 

MS 
GD 
NB 
LM 
RB 

DW 

event 
contact 

ASD 
BS 
DA 
DB 
DG 
DP 
DW 
GD 
HW 
JB 
JR 
KR 
LM 
LS 
MA 
MG 
MS 
NB 
PR 
PT 
RB 

date/ 
location 

September 16-19 
Arlington, VA 

September 19-20 
Blacksburg, VA 

October 2-4 
Binghamton, NY 

October 5-6 
Abingdon , VA 

Five dates 
and locations: 

October 2 
October 4 
October 9 

October 11 
October 17 

October 23-24 
Abingdon, VA 

event/description 
(preregistration required unless noted otherwise; TBA =to be announced) 

Mid-Atlantic Conference on Greenways, Blueways and Green Infrastructure 
Conference includes over 130 concurrent sessions and 16 mobile workshops, plus a number of 
pre-conference excursions on topics including: design, funding, economic valuation and benefits, 
environmental ethics, GIS, health benefits, new technologies, and management. Visit http:// 
www.conted .vt.edu/blugrnways.htm for more info. 

Selling Forest Products 
Personal selling is the primary tool used in marketing most forest products. Yet, very few individu
als in the industry have professional sales training when starting their career. Those attending this 
short course will learn the basics of personal selling, methods of identifying new customers, and 
will analyze their personal selling profile. The course is designed to improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of sales personnel. It is intended for new sales and marketing personnel or those wish
ing to improve their selling skills in the forest products industry. 

Northeast Agroforestry and Carbon Conference 
Conference will bring together natural resource professionals, academics and landowners from 
throughout the region to share information and explore new opportunities for balancing interests in 
income generation, local community development and forest health. The conference will empha
size forest farming , high value understory products, tree crop management, and innovative strate
gies (including carbon credits) for improving the sustainable productivity of private woodlands. 

Sustainable Living, Sustainable Livelihood Conference 
A hands-on conference and fair for entrepreneurs, community leaders, conservation and economic 
development professionals and people seeking to live more sustainably. 

25th Annual Fall Forestry and Wildlife Bus Tour Series 
Tour several demonstration stops on private, industry, and public lands showing management 
practices applying to private forest lands. Resource professional s and landowners will provide 
information on growing trees and managing wildlife. Programs focus on multiple-use management 
opportunities and how landowners can achieve specific objectives. Dress comfortably for the 
weather and walking in the woods. Lunch included; registration at the door $30.00. 
Caroline County 
Frederick County 
Washington County 
Halifax County 
Greensville County 

The Forest Bank: Concept to Reality 
Participants will learn about current land use issues facing forest owners in the southern Appala
chians and a unique approach to protect forest lands while keeping them under sustainable forest 
management. Learn about the history, operational guidelines, landowner viewpoints, potential 
economic impacts, and prospective environmental benefits of the Forest Bank. Includes field trip. 

EVENT CONTACTS 
for more information or to register for a specific event, please contact: 

name/affiliation phone e-mail 

time 

all day 
each day 

September 19: 
8:30am-4pm 

September 20: 
8:30am-3pm 

all day 
each day 

all day 
each day 

8am-5pm 
8am-5pm 
8am-Spm 
8am-5pm 
8am-5pm 

all day 
each day 

Appalachian Sustainable Development 540/623-1121 
Bob Smith, Virginia Tech Dept. of Wood Science & Forest Products 540/231-9759 
Drew Arnn, Virginia Department of Forestry - Pittsylvania County 804/432-8888 
Dan Blickenstaff, American Paulownia Association, Inc. 301/790-3075 
Dan Goerlich, Virginia Cooperative Extension - Halifax County 804/476-2147 
Dwight Paulette, Virginia Tech - Kentland Farm 5401731-1289 
David Waterman, Virginia Tech Division of Continuing Education 540/231-5486 
Gary DeOms, Virginia Cooperative Extension - Frederick County 540/665-5699 
Hillary Welch, Virginia Dept. of Game & Inland Fisheries 804/367-6351 
Janice Bryant, Virginia Cooperative Extension - Central District 540/676-6309 
Jonathan Repair, Virginia Cooperative Extension - Rockbridge County 540/463-4733 

asd@naxs.net 
rsmith4@vt.edu 
arnnd@dof. tate.va.us 
palownia@erol .com 
dalego@vt.edu 
kentland@vt.edu 
dmwater@vt.edu 
gdeoms@vt.edu 
hwelch@dgif.state.va.us 
jabryant@vt.edu 
jrepair@vt.edu 

Kasey Russell, American Forests 304/345-7578 
Larry McPeters, Virginia Cooperative Extension - Halifax County 804/476-2147 
Liz Salas, The Wintergreen Nature Foundation 804/325-7451 
Morris Arboretum 215/247-5777 x 149 

ka eyrussell@citynet.net 
lmcpeter@vt.edu 
specialevents@twnf.org 

Mark Grennan, U.S. Department of Agriculture 518/828-4385 x 105 mark.grennan@ny.usda .gov 
McGann Saphir, Virginia Cooperative Extension - Caroline County 804/633-6550 msaphir@vt.edu 
Nancy Breeding, Virginia Cooperative Extension - Southwest District 540/676-6309 njbreed@ vt.edu 
Paul Revell, Virginia Department of Forestry 804/977-6555 revellp@dof. state.va .us 

fee 

$150.00 

Center 
Member: 

$395; 
Non

Member: 
$325 

TBA 

TBA 

$25.00 
$25.00 
$25.00 
$25.00 
$25.00 

$125.00 

Pat Tyrrell, Tidewater Respource Conservation & Development 804/443-1118 pat.tyrrell@vatappahan.fsc.usda.gov 
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Living large on twenty acres .... 

Meet Lin Koch of Fairfield, Virginia 
Dylan Jenkins 
Virginia Tech Department of Forestry 

A drive up US Route 11 North of Lexington is a 
welcome break from the hectic pace of Interstate 
81. Like much of Route 11 in Virginia, traveling 
this old road through Rockbridge County is a jour
ney through time, passing weathered homesteads 
and farms that have changed ljttle since the 1800's. 
But some things have changed dramatically since 
the turn of the century, espe
cially the forests. Lin 
Koch's 21 acre "Tweety 
Bird Ranch" near Fairfield is 
an excellent example of how 
a landowner's hard work 
can change the forests for 
the better. 

home." The Kochs integrated wood from the old 
house into their new home - a beautiful cottage that 
faces southeast toward the Blue Ridge. Each year, 
Lin takes a picture of the homestead from the same 
vantage point. The changes in both man-made 
structures and forest from year to year are dra
matic. 

Lin explains that her prop
erty earned the name Tweety 
Bird Ranch from local for
esters. "Tweety bird was 
their name for the smaller 
forest properties compared 
to the larger properties that 
are managed primarily for 
timber and hunting," Lin 
reflects. "I knew it was in 
good fun. We were having a 
field day here at the property 
and I put a sign up with 

Lin Koch and visiting Tasmanian 
forester, Andy Warner, discuss white 
pine management near Fairfield, VA. 

After her husband passed away 
nine years ago, Lin started to 
focus more on the forests . She 
looked for references and then 
contacted local logger Dickie 
Smith. "It was just bad timing 
that Dickie was scheduled to 
start cutting two weeks after 
Chester died. He asked if we 
should postpone, but I said no. 
After the logging started and it 
looked like such a mess I won
dered 'What have I done?'" But 
Dickie was willing to remove 
the Vrrginia pine, generally a 
low grade, low value species 
and leave the mgber value, high 
grade hardwoods. "He did ex
actly what I asked him to do, he 
took the pine and diseased and 

Tweety Bird Ranch at the entrance - the name 
stuck." 

As foresters throughout the southeast know well, 
smaller forested properties are quickly becoming 
the norm. In fact, Lin's property size (the average 
private forest ownersrup in Virgirua is about 29 
acres) and goals of wildlife, viewshed manage
ment, and escape from the grind are representative 
of the majority of Virginia's forest landowners. 

crooked hardwoods. He piled a 
lot of the hardwood in easily accessible spots for 
me to use for firewood. When he was finished he 
reseeded the roads and skid trails." Because of a 
careful harvesting job and 
gllidance from local forest
ers, what looked like a mess 
at the beginning is now a 
healthy and diverse hard
wood forest. She reflected 
that the success of her job 
was due ill part to working 
with a logger willing to talk 
with her on a daily basis and 
adjust according to the con
versation. 

VIRGINIA FOREST MENTOR PROGRAM 

Veteran forest landowners across Virginia are 
now being recruited to serve as Forest Mentors. 
Developed as part of the Woodland Options 
web-based course, the Forest Mentor Network 
will pair experienced forest landowners with 
new landowners seeking peer advice about their 
woodland management options. 

The Mentor Network formalizes a landowner
to-landowner learning environment that already 
exists in some parts of the state. Mentors are 
outstanding forest landowners that have demon
strated a high level of interest and enthusiasm 
for reaching their goals and have actively par
ticipated in programs such as Coverts, Tree 
Farm, and the Landowner Short Course Series. 

Landowners seeking peer advice will visit the 
Landowner Network page on the Forest Update 
website (www.cnr.vt.edu/forestupdate). By click
ing on their county from a Virginia map, land
owners can view a listing of contact information 
for mentors in their area to exchange forest 
management information, make site visits, and 
share experiences and opinions on natural re
source management issues. The network will be 
operational later this fall. Visit the Forest Land
owner Update website for more information. 

planted and that ilid survive are significantly 
smaller than the natural regeneration." 

Her battle with ailanthus has been long but suc
cessful; she's nearly eradicated it from her property. 
Surprisingly, not all of her ailanthus goes to the 
burn pile. As the long time secretary-treasurer for 
the Rockbridge Area Forestry and Wildlife Asso
ciation and also an accomplished woodworker, Lin 
was recently asked to make some nic-nacs from 
ailanthus as prizes for an ailanthus control contest. 
After cutting down some dead and dry large iliam
eter ailanthus, she milled it into slabs for wood

working projects. Tills is one time 
she didn' t listen to the professional 
foresters who generally say ailanthus 
can't be used for anything useful. 
The wood turned out to be beautiful 
and according to Lin is stable and 
good for making boxes and other 
woodworking projects. When I visited Lin earlier this summer, we were 

joined by Tasmanian forester, Andy Warner. Andy 
works with private forest landowners in Australia 
and noted that wrule the forests are different, man
agement challenges such as education and regula
tion are similar. As we walked over Lin's property, 
Andy observed that Lin is similar to the landown
ers be enjoys working with in Tasmallia. "Lin is a 
landowner who never stops learning. Like the 
more innovative landowners I work with, she has a 
tenacious appetite for information on forest and 
wildlife management and is willing to put what she 
learns into practice." 

Lin moved to Rockbridge County from Canada 19 
years ago with her husband Chester. For the first 
ten years, the majority of their effort was spent 
building a cottage me and improving the property 
near the homesite. "The original house was an old 
one-story Appalachian farmhouse. We lived there 
for a year and the condition of that old farmhouse 
motivated us to get moving on building our own 

Since then, Lin has spent 
time managing her viewshed 
toward the Blue Ridge, bat
tling the invasive exotic tree
of-heaven (Ailanthus 
altissima) and has experi
mented with planting white 
pine and hardwoods on the 
cutover site. She has learned 
from her experiences. "I 
replanted oaks by hand after 

Lin and Andy pause to look 
eastward toward the Blue Ridge 
at Lin's Tweety Bird Ranch. 

Her handywork is evident on every 
acre under her care, from the well 
maintained trail system to the dozens 
of bluebird boxes that line the fences 
sunounding her property. Over the 
years, many landowners and forest
ers have used her woodlands to 
demonstrate how much can be done 
on a smaller property to improve 
wildlife habitat and hardwood forest 
management. 

"Lin is a critical part of the forestry 
commuruty in this area." notes local 

the harvest. Had I known how much natural re
generation there would be after harvesting from 
just leaving it alone from the blue jays, squirrels, 
and stump sprouts I never would have gone 
through all that work to replant. The trees I 

forester Don Drake. "She is a dis
ciple of sustainable forestry and her work shows 
how much a landowner can do to improve their 
woodlands." An example of a true steward, Lin's 
care for her property is inilicati ve of the attention 
and energy that many smaller landowners focus on 
their forests. m ________________________________________________ __,4,_, ________________________________________________ __ 



Getting the Wood Out: 
Helicopter Logging in SW Virginia 
by Jim Willis, Virginia Cooperative Extension 

When you hear the call of wild geese in October, 
you know that the critters are heading south for a 
winter of warm feeding. Nowadays, the chop, 
chop, of helicopter blades in the woods of south
western Virginia is almost as good a predictor of 
the end of summer. Helicopter logging, unknown 
just five years ago is now becoming a common 
method of harvesting Appalachian timber. And 
one of the big benefits of this harvesting method is 
that it allows timber to be removed from difficult 
terrain with no erosion or water quality impair
ment. 

Helicopter logging has been 
fairly commonplace in the west
ern United States for a number 
of years. However, it was not 
introduced to Virginia until 
1998. At that time, Terry Porter, 
with the B. A. Mullican Lumber 
Company, had a tract that pre
sented difficult challenges re
garding accessibility and water 
quality. The timber was of high 
quality, but the land was teep 
and it was impossible to reach 
with normal logging practices. 
To address these concerns, he 
brought in a crew from Colum-
bia Helicopters of Aurora, Or-
egon. As they say, "the rest is 
history". Other forest products 
companies have now adopted 
the practice where appropriate. 

chasers unhook them. Also on the deck, are two 
to three other people whose job is to move the · 
trees over to the trucks, decide on how best to cut 
up each tree to maximize log grade, cut the trees 
into sawlogs, and then load them onto trucks. A 
flotilla of trucks is necessary to keep logs moving 
to the sawmill and keep the deck from being over
run. Usually, these trucks are supplied by local 
loggers, who suspend their other operations while 
the helicopter is working. 

Choppers used by Columbia Helicopters in log
ging jobs are engineering marvels. The ships are 
Boeing Vertol 107's, powered by two jet helicopter 

engines. Two pilots are 
needed for each ship, and 
10,000 pounds (usually two 
or three trees) is the maximum 
lift. During the off-season in 
Virginia, these machines are 
used to log in Oregon, Cali
fornia, Alaska and Washing
ton. They also lift heavy 
equipment onto skyscrapers 
and inaccessible areas. Dur-
ing bad forest fire situations, 
they may be used to drop wa
ter onto wildfires in all areas 
of the nation. 

From a water quality stand
point, helicopter logging is 
unsurpassed. No skid trails or 
stream crossings need to be 
built and road construction is 

Eastern business bas expanded 
to the point where Columbia bas 
two to three ships stationed in 
the Appalachian Mountains of 
Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, 

The powerful Vertol 107 helicop
ter carries another 9,000 pounds 
of logs off of the mountainside. 

minimal as well. However, 
with the number of people 
involved and the expense of a 
helicopter ($2,000 per hour to 

and N ortb Carolina for most of each winter. 

A typical helicopter operation consists of ten to 
fifteen cutters, whose job is to cut the trees down, 
limb them, estimate the logs that can be cut from 
each tree, and then cut off the top at the end of the 
usable logs. These cutter are agile, intelligent, 
and tremendously tough. Often they have to hike 
for a half-mile or more over some unbelievably 
steep terrain just to begin work. Also, since access 
roads and trails are nonexistent, all of their saws, 
tools, gasoline, oil, lunches, water, spare parts, 
etc. , must be carried in as well. 

Cutters generally stay several weeks ahead of the 
helicopters because of the speed with which the 
ships work. Once actual log removal begins, there 
are five men called "rigging slingers" and two men 
called "chasers" along with the helicopter and its 
two pilots. The rigging stingers attach slings to 
the cut trees and then hook them to a dangling 
cable while the helicopter hovers overhead. 
Within two to five minutes, the logs have been 
carried to the truck loading area (deck), where the 

operate) not every tract is a candidate. Only high 
value saw logs can be cut and volume per acre 
must be high. In fact, Terry Porter has a compre
hensive set of guidelines to decide when other 
systems such as cable logging or skidder systems 
might be more appropriate. The whole operation 
must flow like a military campaign, and "General" 
Porter, indeed, keeps a sharp eye on all details. 
Wisely, he does not share those details with nosy 
extension agents or his competitors. 

One downside of helicopter logging is that loggers 
usually can't afford to remove low value trees. 
This is particularly critical in reseeding the next 
forest after a logging operation. Cull trees, dam
aged sterns, and unhealthy individuals left after 
logging will only interfere with the establishment 
of the next generation of trees. Many helicopter 
operations do not concern themselves with this 
problem, but Mullican again has a solution. Their 
foresters have taught the cutters to drop these trees 
and leave them lying on the forest floor. It is an 
added logging expense, but is very important in 
regenerating and sustaining the resource. m 

RESOURCE REVIEW 
New Forest Landowner 

Website Now Online 
www.cnr. vt.eduHorestupdate 

Virginia forest landowners now have a one stop 
shop for online resources and assistance. The 
new Virginia Forest Landowner Update website 
has been completely redesigned and was devel
oped based on input from natural resource manag
ers and forest landowners. The website provides 
an easy-to-use set of tools created to help land
owners reach their woodland goals and objectives. 

ASSISTANCE 
The Assistance Finder is an online resource listing 
major state, federal, and private natural resource 
agencies for all Virginia counties. By clicking on 
their county, landowners view a listing of contact 
information for each resource agency. Mission 
statements and assistance types for each agency 
help landowners decide on the best contact for 
their management question. 

CALENDAR 
The online Events Calendar is the most complete 
listing of natural resource education events in the 
Commonwealth. The online calendar is updated 
constantly and contains many more event listings 
than the printed events calendar in the Virginia 
Forest Landowner Update. The calendar is 
searchable and can be viewed by single event, 
week, or month. Full descriptions and registration 
information for each event are listed as well as 
links to event and sponsoring agency website . 

NETWORK 
The Forest Mentor Network is a statewide listing 
(by county) of experienced forest landowners 
who are willing to provide information to less
experienced landowners (please see related article 
on page 4). 

ARTICLES 
This section contains an archive of past articles 
that have appeared in the printed edition of the 
Virginia Forest Landowner Update. 

COURSES 
The courses section contains descriptions, demon
strations, and complete course syllabi for all 
courses in the Forest Landowner Short Course 
Series including the new Woodland Options web
based course (please see related article on page 1). 

RESOURCES 
The resources section of the website is a direct 
link to Forestrylndex.net, the most comprehensive 
directory of natural resource management publica
tions on the web. Resources may be searched for 
under broad categories such as finance and eco
nomics, taxation, wood products, .management. 
health, regeneration, and many more. 

Development of the new website is possible 
through the Virginia Tech Department of Forestry 
and continuing grants from the Virginia Depart
ment of Forestry. m 
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OPTIONS from page 1 

printable worksheets and hand-on activities such as a deed search at the county 
courthouse, orienteering exercise, boundary line identification, tree species ID 
and forest stand delineation. Online review quizzes and assessments are part 
of the basic and advanced assignment levels, and participation by all family 
members is encouraged throughout the course activities. 

CONTACT YOUR NATURAL RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT AGENCIES: 

Virginia Department of Forestry 

900 Natural Resources Dr., Suite 800 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 

804/9n-6555 
www.dof.state.vs.us 

MODULE DESCRIPTION 

1. Overview, Vision, 
and Defining Goals 

2. Stewardship 
and Sustainability 

3. Property Deeds 
and Boundary Lina 

4. Maps, Photos, 
and Soll Surveys 

5. Forest Ecology 
and Management 

6. Assistance, Planning, 
and Options 

Course overview, assign
ment of working group and 
mentor team; family re
source assessment; vision 
and basic goals for property. 

Forest management and 
sustainable forestry over
view; forest history and 
change in southeast U.S. 

Orienteering, deed search 
and boundary line ID; land
scape and cross-boundary 
management. 

Use of topo maps, aerial 
photographs and soil sur
veys in planning and man
agement. 

Basic tree ID; forest stand 
delineation, forest resource 
assessment; formulating 
management objectives. 

Securing assistance; man
agement planning. 

Participants will need 
a computer, internet 
service provider, and 
email account. Other 
emollment information 
and specific (mini
mum) computer sys
tem requirements will 
be listed in the Fall 
2001 Update. Course 
emollment will begin 
October 2001. The 
course fee is yet to be 
determined, but should 
be approximately $50. 
More information can 
be found on the 
"Courses" section of 
Forest Update website 
at: www. cnr. vt. edu/ 

Virginia 
"Tech 

Department of Forestry 

Virginia Tech Department of Forestry 
& Virginia Cooperative Extension 

324 Cheatham Hall (0324) 
Blacksburg, VA 24061 

540/231-5481 
www.cnr.vt.edu -and- www.ext.vt.edu 

Virginia Department of Game 
& Inland Fisheries 

P.O. Box 11104 
Richmond, VA 23230-1104 

804/367-1000 
www.dgif.stste.vs.us 

Virginia Forestry Association 

8810-B Patterson Ave. 
Richmond, VA 23229-6322 

804/7 41-0836 
www.vsforestry.org 

For a complete listing of the natural resource management 
forestupdate. To pre- agencies in you county, visit the Assistance Finder at: 
register for the course, www.cnr.vt.edu/forestupdate and click on "Assistance." 

contact Dylan Jenkins Cl) This publication is supported by matching grant funds from the Vrrginia 
at 540/231-6391; Forest Stewardship Program admini tered by the Vrrginia Department of 
email: dylan@vt.edu. m Forestry in cooperation with the USDA Forest Service. 
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