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COMMON MODE NOISE REDUCTION
USING PARASITIC CAPACITANCE
CANCELLATION

sink to ground. This parasitic capacitance is particularly difﬁcult to reduce consistent with providing required heat dissipation.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENT INTEREST
This invention was made in connection with National Science Foundation Contract Number EEC-9731677. Therefore
the US. Government may have certain interests in this invention.
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
15

1. Field of the Invention
The present invention generally relates to electronic power
converters and regulators and, more particularly, to switched
power converters and reduction of electromagnetic interference noise generated therein.

20

2. Description of the Prior Art

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide
a simply implemented and low cost technique and circuit
which substantially or fully cancels the parasitic capacitance
and thus signiﬁcantly reduces CM noise and which is applicable to many power converter topologies such as buck,
boost, buck-boost, forward, half-bridge, ﬂyback, etc. power
conversion topologies of power converters.
It is another object of the present invention to provide a
substantial reduction in any required EMI ﬁlter circuitry by
increasing the corner frequency of the EMI ﬁlter design.
In order to accomplish these and other objects ofthe invention, a circuit for providing a negative capacitance is provided
comprising an inductor having ﬁrst and second inversely
coupled windings connected at a center tap and having different numbers of turns, and a capacitor connected to the
center tap.

Virtually all present-day electronic devices use direct current (DC) power initially derived from batteries or alternating
current (AC) power distribution networks and, often, a combination thereof such as using rechargeable batteries which
may be recharged using AC power. Therefore, power converters, many of which may have a voltage regulation function,
are almost universally required to derive a DC voltage appropriate to the circuitry ofthe device and which, for present and
foreseeable designs of microprocessors and the like may be a
very low voltage (e.g. 0.8 volts or less) at very high currents
(e. g. 150 amperes or more). In general, to improve efﬁciency,
particularly for such voltages and currents, switched power
converters and regulators are preferred to analog regulators
across which a voltage drop must be established at high
current; implying particularly high power dissipation from
the regulator.
All switched power converters generate electromagnetic
interference (EMI) which may be radiated and/or reﬂected
into the power lines. Therefore the EMI generated must meet
standards of the Federal Communications Commission and
others.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
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EMI is composed principally of components referred to as
common mode (CM) and differential mode (DM) noise. CM
noise is difﬁcult to control since it is caused by the parasitic
capacitance between circuits of the power converter and
ground. Typically, an EMI ﬁlter is used to suppress CM noise
since the parasitics cannot be eliminated even though EMI
ﬁlters are costly, consume signiﬁcant volume and footprint
and power; reducing efﬁciency of the power converter.
Adequacy of EMI ﬁlters to suppress CM noise is also marginal, particularly at higher dv/dt on nodes of the power
converter circuit resulting from operation at very low voltage

The foregoing and other objects, aspects and advantages
will be better understood from the following detailed description of a preferred embodiment of the invention with reference to the drawings, in which:
FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a setup for EMI measurement,

50
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output.

Since CM noise is caused by charging and discharging
parasitic capacitance and high dv/dt is inevitable in switching
power converters, it is desirable for the parasitic capacitances
to be as small as possible. However, power devices included
in power converters consume power and generate heat which
must be dissipated through use of a heat sink. The parasitic
capacitance between the heat sink (which may or may not be
grounded) and the power devices is thus also inevitable; the
noise current ﬂowing from the power devices through the heat

In accordance with another aspect ofthe invention, a power
converter including an inductor and a switch is provided,
wherein the inductor includes ﬁrst and second inversely
coupled windings connected at a center tap and having different numbers of turns and a capacitor connected to the
center tap; the combination of the inductor and the capacitor
being connected for cancellation of parasitic capacitance at a
terminal of the switch.
In accordance with a further aspect of the invention, a
method of reducing or eliminating common mode noise in a
power converter including an inductor and a switch is provided comprising steps of conﬁguring the inductor as ﬁrst and
second inversely coupled windings connected at a center tap
and having different numbers ofturns, connecting a capacitor
to the center tap, and connecting the combination of the
inductor and capacitor to a terminal of the switch.

60
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FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram modeling parasitic capacitance for a boost power factor correction (PFC) circuit,
FIG. 3, graphically illustrates voltage and current waveforms in the circuit model of FIG. 2,
FIGS. 4, 5 and 6 illustrate circuit schematics of circuit
transformations useful in conveying an understanding of the
invention,
FIGS. 7, 8 and 9 illustrate coupled and decoupled windings
for cancellation of capacitance in accordance with the invention,
FIG. 10 illustrates cancellation of capacitance Ca to eliminate CM noise,
FIGS. 11 and 12 schematically illustrate cancellation of
capacitance with non-ideal coupling of windings,
FIGS. 13A and 13B illustrate variant forms ofthe invention
when the heat sink is and is not grounded, respectively,
FIG. 14 schematically illustrates a measurement setup for
parasitic capacitance cancellation, and
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FIGS. 15A, 15B and 16 graphically illustrate the effects of
the inventions for grounded and ungrounded heat sinks,
respectively.

tors but the parasitics of the components and the PCB traces
are included in the model. The voltage waveforms for nodes
B, C and O and the current waveform for the diode DB branch
(using node G as a reference) are shown in FIG. 3.
In FIG. 2, the switch K, represented by an exemplary
MOSFET and diode DB are non-linear components, which
make EMI noise analysis difficult since they must be modeled
both correctly and conveniently for noise analysis. According
to network theory, if the main switch branch were to be
replaced by a voltage source, the waveform of which is identical to Cc of FIG. 3, the resultant circuit, illustrated in FIG. 4
would have exactly the same properties as the circuit of FIG.
2 since the voltages and currents of all branches are maintained intact. Following the same logic, the branches of diode
DB and output can also be replaced by current and voltage
sources which have the same waveforms as shown in FIG. 3;
yielding the noise model illustrated in FIG. 5.
The total CM noise is the total of effects of all these voltage
and current noise sources. According to the superposition
theorem, the CM noise generated by each of theses sources
can be analyzed separately. That is, CM noise generated by a
given noise source can be analyzed by replacing other noise
sources by a short circuit and other current sources by an open
circuit. Thus, the CM noise VC generated by the main switch
K can therefore be analyzed using the model illustrated in
FIG. 6. Incidentally, the current source ID does not contribute
to the CM noise since it is shorted by VC and V0 as is seen to
be reasonable because the voltages on nodes C and O are
already determined by voltage sources VC and V0.
Because the main switch K typically switches a relatively
high voltage such as 400 volts, the amplitude of the noise
source is equally large and, since switching is performed very
rapidly, dv/dt is very signiﬁcant. As a result, VC is the most
important noise source. Noise sources VCR and V0 also contribute to the total CM noise but are not as signiﬁcant. FIG. 6
shows that Cb and Cc are in parallel with the LISNs and do not
cause noise problems. Thus Ca is the critical capacitance for
the CM noise generated by VC.
In order to reduce CM noise, Ca should be as small as
possible. However, as alluded to above, the main switch consumes substantial power and a large heat sink is invariably
needed which may or may not be grounded, depending on the
application. Therefore, the capacitance, Ca, between the drain
of switch K, such as a MOSFET, and the heat sink is signiﬁcant and very difﬁcult to reduce.
In accordance with the invention, two inversely coupled
windings are used to substantially cancel the CM parasitic
capacitance Ca. As shown in FIG. 7, an inductor is provided
having two inversely coupled windings and a capacitance C
connected to the center tap. For purposes ofthis discussion, it
is assumed that the windings have a coupling ratio of one and
a turn ratio ofn where N is not equal to one (which would null
the total inductance.). Thus, if one winding has an inductance
L, the other will have an inductance NZL and the mutual
inductance of the two windings is therefore nL.
The two inductors can be decoupled using network theory
to result in the circuit shown in FIG. 8 and, using, a Y—A
transformation, an equivalent circuit is shown in FIG. 9. In
FIG. 9, the effects of the capacitor (e.g. of FIG. 7) are represented by three capacitors: one in parallel with the inductor
and two shunt capacitors on opposite sides of the inductor.
Thus,

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION
Referring now to the drawings, and more particularly to
FIG. 1, there is shown a setup for EMI measurement. While
arrangements for performing such a function are known and
the invention is not embodied in FIG. 1, no admission is made
that any portion of FIG. 1 or any other Figure constitutes prior
art in regard to the present invention. Therefore, Figures
which do not include the invention have been designated
“Related Art”.
In power electronics, the conducted common mode (CM)
noise generated from front-end converters, in particular, is an
important concern for electromagnetic interference (EMI)
suppression. There are numerous national and international
standards specifying noise limits for power electronics circuits. The typical way to meet such standards is to use one or
two stages of CM EMI ﬁlters; introducing extra cost and
increasing the size of the systems. As alluded to above, the
parasitic capacitance of various nodes of a power converter
circuit and ground is a principal cause of CM noise.
Power factor correction (PFC) circuits which guarantee
unit power factor and low harmonics of power lines are generally located in the front side of power systems. The CM
noise generated by the PFC circuit is usually the major part of
the measured CM noise on the power line side and FIG. 1
illustrates a suitable setup for CM noise measurement of an
exemplary boost PFC converter (chosen for purposes of the
following discussion since boost converters are the most commonly used topology for front-end converters). In FIG. 1, two
line input stabilization networks (LISNs) which are terminated by two 5092 input impedances of a noise separator are
used to measure CM noise. Since the CM noise is principally
generated by the noise current ﬂowing through the parasitic
capacitances due to the node voltage potential variation,
dv/dt, the voltages on nodes B, C, O and G are of interest and
importance to an understanding of the invention.
In FIG. 1, Ca is the parasitic capacitance between node C
and ground and is composed of two parts. The ﬁrst part is the
parasitic capacitance between the drain ofthe main switch, K,
and ground. The second part is the parasitic capacitance
between the printed circuit board (PCB) traces and ground.
Cb includes the parasitic capacitance between the cathode of
diode DB and ground and between the load and ground. Cc
includes the parasitic capacitance between the PCB and
ground and the load and ground.
During operation of the PFC circuit of FIG. 1, the voltages
at nodes B, C and O are varying when the active switch K
turns on and off. The voltage potential of node G is the same
as one ofthe two power lines because ofthe conduction ofthe
diode bridge, D1, D2, D3 and D4, and is therefore consider
constant for purposes of noise analysis. Accordingly, Ca and
Cb are of principal importance to an understanding of the
principles of the invention. Construction of a noise model for
a boost PFC converter and the effects of Ca and Cb will be
identiﬁed. A technique for cancellation of Ca will then be
demonstrated and veriﬁed.
CM Noise Model:
FIG. 2 shows the parasitics for an exemplary boost PFC
circuit, omitting some parasitics of lesser effect shown in
FIG. 1. The effects of the diode bridge circuit is ignored in
FIG. 2 and the two LISNs are represented by two 5092 resis-
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(2)
n>1=>

(3)
n<1=>
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As can be seen from equations (2) and (3), depending on
the value of n, the two capacitors on opposite sides of the
inductor can be positive and negative with the negative
capacitance always being on the side of the winding with a
greater number ofturns. Applying this technique to LB in FIG.
6, the negative capacitance may be used to cancel Ca, as
shown in FIG. 10. In FIG. 10, turn ratio 11 shouldbe larger than
one in order to generate a negative capacitance to cancel Ca.
The total inductance (n—1)2L after applying cancellation
should be equal to the desired boost inductance LB, and thus
Lis given by equation (4), below. It is preferred that n>>1 to
reduce the size of the inductor. The value of C needed to
cancel Ca is given by equation (5), below.

_

LB

n—l

VLBCaU -g2)

20

25

(4)

30

(5)

The above analysis assumes that the two windings in FIG.
7 are ideally coupled but, in practice, the coupling coefﬁcient
is always smaller than one (usually between 0.9 and 1.0 for a
boost inductor), especially at high frequencies where the permeability of a magnetic core is reduced. Accordingly, an
analysis similar to that above but for non-ideal coupling of
windings will now be provided.
Referring now to FIG. 11, if the coupling coefﬁcient G is
less than one, the windings can still be decoupled using network theory as above. Using aY—A transformation, as above,
the equivalent circuit of FIG. 12 is obtained, and

40

45
L
n2L252(1— g2) + E(1+n2 — 2g”)

6
( )

ZEQ = —1
gan+ E
50

Due to the non-ideal coupling between two windings, there
is an equivalent negative or positive inductance appearing on
each side depending on the value of turn ratio 11. These inductances are in series with the desired negative capacitances and
which compromises parasitic capacitance cancellation at certain frequencies. That is, in FIG. 12, it is illustrated that the
non-ideal coupling introduces a positive or negative inductance in series with the original two capacitances in FIG. 9,
respectively. At low frequencies, the impedance ofpositive or
negative capacitance still dominates the impedance of two
branches and the cancellation works well. At high frequencies, the impedance of positive or negative inductance dominates the impedance of the two branches and the cancellation
is much less effective. The comer frequency 00C between the
capacitance dominant and inductance dominant frequency
ranges is given by equation (7).

(3)

(DC:

L— W
C =(n-1)Ca

Considering that the coupling coefﬁcient is typically
between 0.9 ans 1 .0 and n is preferably much larger than one,
from equations (4), (5) and (7), (Dc can be simpliﬁed to

and should be as large as possible in order to maximize the
frequency range where parasitic capacitance cancellation is
effective. From Equation (8), the larger turn ratio 11 is good for
cancellation since the coupling coefﬁcient is usually between
0.8 and 1.0.
In a practical PFC converter, since the heat sink may or may
not be grounded, there are two implementations of the invention to be considered. If the heat sink is grounded, Ca is the
parasitic capacitance between the drain of MOSFET main
switch K and the heat sink. In this case, the cancellation
capacitor should be simply connected directly to the
(grounded) heat sink as shown in FIG. 13A. For the case
where the heat sink is not grounded, there is a parasitic capacitance Ca between the drain of the MOSFET main switch K
and and furtherparasitic capacitance Ch between the heat sink
and ground as shown in FIG. 13B. The effects of Ca can still
be canceled as long as the cancellation capacitor is connected
to the heat sink because the resultant capacitance nCa is in
series with capacitance Ch and they are connected to the input
of the converter. The input of the converter is considered as
having a constant potential to EMI noise since it is connected
to the power source. As a result, there is no CM noise ﬂowing
through these capacitances. Thus, when Ca is canceled, the
CM noise is eliminated.
The effectiveness of the invention to provide parasitic
capacitance cancellation has been veriﬁed experimentally. In
these experiments, the PFC circuit has an output power of 650
Watts, the switching frequency is 67 KHZ and the inductor has
an inductance of about 860 HH using a commercially available (“kool u”) toroidal core. The PCB, main switch and
diode Db are mounted on a heat sink. Switch K is constituted
by two MOSFETs in parallel to handle high current. The heat
sink is grounded. As alluded to above, Ca is composed of two
parts as illustrated in the measurement setup shown in FIG.
14: one being the parasitic capacitance Ca2 between the drain
of the MOSFET and the heat sink and the second being the
parasitic capacitance Cal between the PCB traces and the heat
sink.
Three experiments are carried out. In the ﬁrst experiment,
the CM noise is measure without cancellation. The measured
CM noise from 150 KHZ to 30 MHZ is shown in FIGS. 15A
and 15B.
In the second experiment, the cancellation is applied to the
inductor. One winding of the inductor has two turns and the
inversely or opposingly coupled winding has ﬁfty ﬁve turns
(turns ratio:27.5: 1). The CM noise measurement shows that
the best cancellation capacitance is 920 pF. According to
equation (5), Ca1+Ca2 should be 34.7pF. The measured Ca2 is
26.6 pF, so Ca2 should be 8.1 pF. The measured CM noise is
compared with the original (without cancellation) CM noise

US 7,602,159 B2
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in FIGS. 15A and 15B and it is seen that there is a 26 db (a
factor of twenty) noise reduction from 150 KHZ to 2 MHZ.
From 2 MHZ to 15 MHZ there is still a 0-26 db noise reduction and the noise reduction is, as predicted in the above
discussion, not as good as the low frequency range and (without wishing to be bound by the above theory and analysis) is
possibly attributable to the non-ideal coupling between windings. Further, the cancellation as implemented for the experiment can only cancel the CM noise attributable to VC but not
VCR and V0. The CM noise generated by auxiliary switching
power converters also contributes to the total CM noise but
cannot be canceled. From 15 MHZ to 30 MHZ, the CM noise
is slightly greater than without the cancellation which may be
due to unknown parasitics resonating with the introduced
cancellation components. This experiment also shows little
variation in CM noise as the cancellation capacitance is varied between 900 pF and 960 pF indicating that the invention
is relatively insensitive to variation or accurate matching of
the cancellation capacitance to the parasitic capacitance to be
canceled.
In the third experiment, which is similar to the second but
for the turns ratio, one winding of the inductance has one turn
while the opposingly coupled winding has ﬁfty-ﬁve turns, as
before. The CM noise measurement shows that the best cancellation is obtained with a cancellation capacitance of about
1856 pF. According to equation (5), Ca1+Ca2 should be 34.4
pF. Again, the measured Ca2 is 26.6 pF and thus the parasitic
capacitance between the PCB traces and the heat sink should
be 7.8 pF which is closely in accord with the results of the
second experiment described above.
The measured CM noise is again compared with CM noise
in the ﬁrst two experiments and illustrated in FIGS. 15A and
15B. It is evident from this comparison that the low frequency
improvement is similar to that of the second experiment but
there is an improvement by several db from 15 MHZ to 30
MHZ which (without wishing to be held to any particular
theory) can be explained by the above analysis. Also, in a
manner similar to the second experiment, there is little variation in CM noise reduction as the cancellation capacitance is
varied from 1800 pF to 1900 pF; indicating that insensitivity
to precise matching of the cancellation capacitance to the
parasitic capacitance is maintained at a higher turns ratio of
the inductor windings.
The ﬁrst and third experiments have also been conducted
with the heat sink disconnected from ground and the results
illustrated in FIG. 16. The results are clearly similar to those
illustrated in FIGS. 15A and 15B and the analysis and
embodiment applicable to the case where the heat sink is
ungrounded is thus similarly veriﬁed.
In view of the foregoing, it is seen that the invention provides a technique and circuit for developing a negative
capacitance in conjunction with an inductor in a power converter which can be fabricated at much smaller size and
reduced cost in comparison with known EMI ﬁlters and
which can reduce or eliminate CM noise in a switched power
converter with high effectiveness. Since the negative capacitance can be developed in conjunction with any inductor, the
invention is thus applicable to any power converter or regulator topology such as buck, boost-buck, forward, halfbridge, ﬂyback, etc. power conversion topologies, to power
converters in which an inductor is present and connected to a
node exhibiting high dv/dt or in which an inductor can be
placed, such as in an output circuit thereof as a ﬁlter or the
like. The inductor with oppositely coupled windings and the
cancellation capacitor can be implemented in practical PFC
converters with very little, if any, increase in size or footprint
on the PCB or increase in cost (particularly in comparison

with EMI ﬁlters which are usually electrically located
between the power lines and the PFC converter) since the
invention can be implemented at much smaller size and footprint than an EMI ﬁlter and in consideration ofthe fact that the
invention exploits an inductor generally present in power
converter topologies and that the cancellation capacitance is
generally much smaller than the capacitance(s) required in
EMI ﬁlters. The comer frequency, where the noise cancellation in accordance with the invention may be compromised
by non-ideal coupling is also signiﬁcantly increased in comparison with practical EMI ﬁlters, largely due to the much
lower CM noise at low frequencies. Additionally, the invention can be used in combination with EMI ﬁlters to further
reduce noise; allowing reduction of values of inductance(s)
and capacitance(s) to be used and which can efﬁciently operate at higher frequencies since the parasitics are smaller.
The invention, while explained above in connection with a
front-end power converter, can also be applied to the cancellation of parasitic capacitance at the output of a power converter since there are power diodes or MOSFETs on the
secondary side of converters. Further, the concept and basic
principles of the invention can be extended to cancel any
capacitance such as the junction capacitance of MOSFETs or
diodes or the like as long as the cancellation capacitance is
connected to such a related device. Any such application of
the invention provides the additional beneﬁts of reduced
power loss and increased switching speed of the device.
While the invention has been described in terms of a single
preferred embodiment, those skilled in the art will recognize
that the invention can be practiced with modiﬁcation within
the spirit and scope of the appended claims.
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We claim
1. A circuit for providing a negative capacitance comprising
an inductor having ﬁrst and second inversely coupled
windings connected at a tap, said ﬁrst and second windings having different numbers of turns, and
a capacitor connected to said tap,
whereby a negative capacitance is developed at a terminal
of said inductor connected to a winding of said ﬁrst and
second windings having a greater number of turns.
2. The circuit as recited in claim 1 in combination with a
switching device connected to said ﬁrst or second winding
having a greater number of turns.
3. The circuit as recited in claim 2 wherein the switching
device has a parasitic capacitance to a heat sink or ground.
4. A power converter including an inductor and a switch,
wherein
said inductor includes ﬁrst and second inversely coupled
windings connected at a tap, said ﬁrst and second windings having different numbers of turns, said power converter fur‘ther including
a capacitor connected to said center tap,
said combination of said inductor and said capacitor providing a negative capacitance and being connected for
cancellation of parasitic capacitance and being connected for said switch for providing substantial cancellation of common mode noise.
5. The power converter as recited in claim 4, wherein said
switch is attached to a heat sink.
6. The power converter as recited in claim 5, wherein said
heat sink is grounded.
7. The power converter as recited in claim 5, wherein said
heat sink is grounded.
8. The power converter as recited in claim 4 wherein said
power converter has a boost converter topology.
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9. A method ofreducing or cancelling parasitic capacitance
and eliminating common mode noise in a power converter
including an inductor and a switch, said method comprising
steps of
conﬁguring said inductor as ﬁrst and second inversely 5
coupled windings connected at a tap, said ﬁrst and second windings haVing different numbers of turns,
connecting a capacitor to said tap to form a combination of
said inductor and said capacitor, and
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connecting said combination of said inductor and said
capacitor to a terminal of said switch and to a heat sink
for substantial cancellation of common mode noise.
10. The method as recited in claim 9, wherein said heat sink
is grounded.
11. The method as recited in claim 9, wherein said heat sink
is not grounded.

