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PROJECT DESCRIPTION                      
Amherst’s future town square is an urban 
space located at the terminus of East Court 
Street, in front of the Historic Courthouse.   
This area is very important to the community 
of Amherst due to its central location within 
the town and its fl exibility to accommodate 
a number of uses.  As far back as the 1950s, 
plans have been developed for this space 
and East Court Street yet it still remains as 
an urban void.  In the 1980s, Virginia Tech 
developed a plan to convert East Court 
Street into a pedestrian mall leading up 
the courthouse.  Most recently however, 
Muldrow Arnett developed an economic 
study of Amherst as well as proposed plans 
for the downtown improvement, which 
included a plan for the town square.   Due 
to a lack of consensus, the town of Amherst 
approached  The Community Design 
Assistance Center (CDAC) to develop a 
plan for the town square that considers 
the previous plans and abides by the 
communities desires. 

The Community Design Assistance Center, 
an outreach center in the College of 
Architecture & Urban Studies was asked 
to develop a conceptual design for the 
plaza area utilizing community input.  The 
design addresses parking, space for art 
shows, a farmer’s market, music events, 
festivals, and other similar uses1.  The plan 
utilizes new spatial boundaries, fl exible uses, 
pavement changes, varying site features 
and overall streetscape improvements to 
create a successful town square. 

Final products include a conceptual 
master plan for the court square area, 
supporting sketches, tree pit and species 
recommendations, and this supporting 
report that describes the design process 
and fi nal design.

1 Application for Planning or Design Assistance to 
CDAC from the Town of Amherst, 4/30/07.

State context map highlighting Amherst County

Town plan showing the Town Square Site

Town of Amherst Map
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES                      

The goals and benefi ts of the project are:

• Create a visual focal point and central 
community gathering space for the Town 
of Amherst.
• Establish a design precedent and palette 
that serves as a catalyst for the future 
design projects of Amherst.
• Assist in creating a unifi ed experience 
upon visiting and traveling through the 
Town. 
• Create a pedestrian friendly space 
in front of the historic courthouse to 
accommodate festivals as well as day to 
day use.

The objectives for accomplishing the goals 
are as follows:

•Work with the current Amherst character 
to expose and celebrate historical 
features. 
•Design the town square to be fl exible as 
to accommodate the changing uses of 
the space.
•Work with the community by providing 
several concepts for review and input.
•Utilize street trees and other site amenities  
to create a more pedestrian friendly 
environment and enhance East Court 
Street as well as the town square.
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DESIGN PROCESS                                   

The design process for the Amherst 
Town Square began with a site visit and 
introductory meeting on September 21, 
2007.  The CDAC design team met with 
Jack Hobbs, Town Manager, and Jason 
Campbell, a Town Councilman to gather 
both information and  the Town’s the vision 
for the square.  Walking around Amherst, 
Mr. Hobbs and Mr. Campbell provided 
the CDAC Team with an orientation to 
the essence of Amherst, which includes its 
history, current successes and struggles, 
and more specifi cally, the goals of the 
Town for the East Court Square. 

After the site visit, the design team 
developed a set of base maps and 
performed a set of studies that looked at 
the broader context of downtown and 
how it related to the project area.  The 
team did this in an attempt to further 
understand how people experience the 
Town and what role the site can play in 
achieving the vision for the entire town.  
Through photographic studies the team 
then noted design challenges and 
opportunities for the site itself.  During 
this time, the team also did precedent 
research on successful town squares 
and William Whyte’s suggestions on 
what makes public space successful.  
Places such as Ghirardelli Square in San 
Francisco, and Boston Square at Harvard 
University, provided useful concepts and 
details. 

Following the analysis and research 
phase of the project the design team 
held a community meeting where the 
fi ndings were presented in an effort to 
receive feedback and obtain a vision 
from various community members. The 
meeting was held on November 14th, 

CDAC team on initial site visit with Town staff

CDAC presents analysis and  and case studies to the 
Town Council

CDAC team member Doug Rodes (r) talks with a com-
munity member at the open house 3
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DESIGN PROCESS (CONT’D)              

where the bulk of the discussion was 
centered around memorable public 
spaces that had been visited.  This 
would give the design team a sense of 
community preference and vision for 
the project area. 

Following this meeting the design team 
developed three design concepts 
accompanied by sketches and 
precedents.  An open house was held 
in the Amherst Town Hall where two 
presentations were given at set times: 
community members were encouraged 
to stop by at their convenience.  
Valuable feedback was taken from 
the members of the community by 
comment card and by e-mail in order 
for the design team to refi ne the 
concepts into a fi nal design.  Overall, 
the community preferred concept A 
which possessed a large  fl exible space 
that could accommodate both parking 
and festivities. 

The development of the design 
proceeded until a fi nal presentation 
was given on February 13, 2008 at the 
Amherst Board of Supervisors facility 
to the Amherst Town Council.  A fi nal 
plan was developed and images from 
a 3-D computer model were prepared 
and presented at this meeting.  
Following the fi nal presentation this 
report was prepared describing the  
design concepts including drawings, 
sketches, and conclusions to give to 
the Town of Amherst for future project 
development. 

CDAC team member Doug Rodes (r) discusses prelimi-
nary concepts with a community member

CDAC team member Eliza Furedy (standing, left) pres-
ents the fi nal concept to Town Council

Final presentation to Town Council

4
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SITE INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS            

The site inventory entails documenting the 
physical attributes and existing conditions 
on the site.  This includes the location of 
structures, paving, and other such site 
elements.  The analysis synthesizes this 
information in drawings and descriptions 
that depict key issues and opportunities 
on the site.

The CDAC team began the site inventory 
and analysis with a site visit where key 
issues were examined and documented.  
This included taking photographs, 
documenting issues and opportunities 
on the maps, assessing spatial quality, 
and examining existing conditions in the 
areas in close proximity to the Amherst 
Courthouse.  Major issues, features, and 
design opportunities noted as a result of 
the site analysis are as follows:

•The view traveling south on Main Street 
coming from the traffi c circle introduces 
the visitor to the Town. Similarly, the street 
walls frame the view to the intersection 
of East Court Street, where there is the 
opportunity to enhance the intersection 
to invite visitors into East Court Street and 
the town square.  

•The view looking into the East Court 
Street Corridor is the most important view 
within the Town involving the town square.  
Upon arriving at the intersection of Main 
Street and East Court Street the passerby 
needs to be directed to this view.   

•The adjacent building uses provide both 
obstacles and opportunities related to the 
design of the town square.  The circulation 
patterns of vehicles and delivery  trucks 
to the various businesses may need to 
be rerouted to ensure the success of East 

CDAC Team looking at view from the top of town 
square

View from Main Street towards the Courthouse

View down Main Street from the intersection of Main 
and West Court Street

5



Amherst Town Square Conceptual Design

Court Street and the town square as 
pedestrian friendly space.

• The topography on the site presented a 
challenge in fi nding ways to create level 
planes for activities and festivals.  The 
topography also presents a challenge 
for ADA accessibility.  The site slopes from 
the courthouse down to Main Street.  
The eventual design shows that the 
topography is utilized to create steps and 
to establish the courthouse as a more 
dominant fi gure within the town.

• Utilities currently running through the site 
detract from the value of East Court Street 
and disrupt the view looking towards 
the courthouse.  Moving these power 
lines either underground or rerouting 
them to an adjacent street is optimal in 
establishing the town square as a valued 
and sacred space. 

• Lastly, the current parking on-site 
does not allow for a pedestrian friendly 
environment and limits the use of the 
space.  It currently interrupts the view up 
to the courthouse. Parking can be utilized 
as a tool to create a more pedestrian 
friendly environment as well as adding 
additional spaces surrounding the town 
square.

CDAC team examines circulation issues with Town Man-
ager Jack Hobbs (r). 

Current parking lot adjacent to the town square site

East Court Street during Amherst Live

6
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SITE ANALYSIS             

BUILDING USE
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PHOTO ANALYSIS       

View looking towards the courthouse.
Steeply sloping street with parking along both sides.  

Walkway along East Court Street.
Stairs added to deal with the steep slope, making the curb 

higher than average.  

View from courthouse down East Court Street towards the 
mountains. There is parking along the street and in a park-
ing lot directly in front of the courthouse building, servicing 

the surrounding county offi ces and businesses.

Sidewalk with an unusual curb situation, along with runoff 
problems.  The sidewalk terminates into the grass along an 

access road.

View down Goodwin street servicing Hill 
Hardware.  Used for large truck parking and unloading.  

Grassy area serves as an infi ltration trench and is acciden-
tally parked on.

Parking lot located close to courthouse.  

9
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TOWN SQUARE RESEARCH

Ghirardelli Square
San Francisco, California

Ghirardelli’s successes stem from the 
following features of the site:

Occupied stores and attractive 
businesses surround the square 
subsequently drawing large crowds 
into the space.
An abundance of primary and 
secondary seating, consisting of stairs 
and walls,  offer visitors comfortable 
places to sit.
The design material  palette is derived 
from the historic architecture of the 
Ghirardelli Chocolate Factory.
A fountain located at the center 
of the square gives the space a 
focal point and creates a pleasing 
atmosphere for visitors with its 
appearance and sound. 

Harvard Square
Boston, Massachusetts

Harvard Square boasts a rich history and 
an abundance of current activities.

A rich cultural scene gives activity to 
Harvard Square.  The cultural events 
include musical performances, 
festivals, and student activities. 
There is primary and secondary 
seating to give visitors options for 
seating.

Roanoke Farmers Market

The farmer’s market located in Roanoke, 
Virginia was studied for its success in 
accommodating both parking and 
public activity. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

Bird’s eye view of Ghirardelli Square
Image Taken From www.pps.org

Harvard Square during a concert
Image taken from www.bostonsquares.com

Roanoke Farmer’s Market
Image taken from www.careerconnect.state.va.us 10

Parking is allowed in the farmer’s 
market area on weekdays and 
weekends even during the farmer’s 
market.
Parking is temporarily prohibited 
when musical or other events are 
scheduled.

•

•
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COMMUNITY INPUT                                

The CDAC team considered this project a 
“Community Project” and sought to include 
the visions and opinions of the people 
of Amherst.   The team developed an 
understanding of Amherst through site visits, 
district analysis, and site analysis.  The team 
also studied similar town square designs and 
principles.  After these were developed, the 
design team heard from the citizens through 
holding a discussion-based meeting with 
citizens of Amherst.  As an open forum, the 
design team listened to the desires and 
visions of the citizens for the town square.  
The conclusions derived from this meeting 
that directed the efforts of CDAC are as 
follows; 

Examples of memorable public places
•Chattanooga Pedestrian Bridge
•14th Street in Richmond, Virginia
•Canal Basin Park, Scottsville, Virginia
•Jonesboro, Tennessee
•Roanoke Farmer’s Market

Community Desires for the Town Square
• Include temporary exhibit space for 
elements like a Christmas Tree.
• Use brick as the material choice to 
coordinate with the historical wall.
• Locate an abundance of secondary 
seating and incorporate a small number of 
benches
• Retain as much parking as possible
• Create a space that can accommodate 
both large and small events
• Ensure the space is bicycle and pedestrian 
friendly
• Include common streetscape 
improvements along East Court Street such 
as trees, new sidewalk paving, trash cans, 
and banners. 
• Provide an informational kiosk for visitors.
• Incorporate other streets into the design.

11
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CONCEPTUAL DESIGN A                      

Conceptual Design A  was based on 
the idea of making East Court Street 
and the current parking lot in front of the 
courthouse into a large open space that 
if designed in totality, can create a larger 
fl exible space. This concept is designed 
to enhance the view from Main Street up 
the East Street Corridor to the courthouse. 
The key aspects of Concept A include:

A transition is designed along East 
Court Street by installing a series of 
pavement changes that introduces 
the visitor to the town square before 
actual arrival.
Within the town square a small 
space is designed at the center for 
temporary installations (Label B in the 
11x17 pullout). Parking in front of the 
county building has been relocated to 
Goodwin Street. A community market 
is designed in the current parking lot 
through the addition of built elements. 
The current entrance to the parking 
lot has been relocated to Goodwin 
Street. This allows the parking lot to 
stay in use during the weekdays, while 
also creating a defi ned pedestrian 
space on East Court Street. 
Once the visitor journeys to the town 
square, they will fi nd the space 
is much larger than expected. 
Concept A recommends altering the 
parking lot’s surface material to be 
consistent with the pavers proposed 
for the town square space. The town 
square is terraced at two points to 
create a diversity of space as well 
as accommodate for the change in 
topography on site. This addition of 
steps at the edge of Goodwin Street 
and toward the courthouse wall also 
serves to create a formal progression 
to the courthouse, thus enhancing the 
view from Main Street. 

1.

2.

3.

View of Community Market and Town Square.

Example of Tensile Structure for Events.
Image taken from Fabricarchitecture.com

12
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CONCEPTUAL PLAN A     

A. Town Square
B. Temporary Installation
C. Community Market and Stage Area
D. Transitional Area

13
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CONCEPTUAL DESIGN B  __________

Concept Design B concentrates on 
establishing East Court Street as a dominant 
axis within the town. 

Street trees frame the view from Main Street 
to the courthouse. The community market 
has been located alongside the Town 
Square to bring a consistency to the facade 
of the buildings along East Court Street. 
Thereby strengthening the linear view along 
the main axis.

Terracing at the entrance of the Town Square, 
creates a progression to the courthouse.  
The terracing manages the topographical 
change in addition to serving as a more 
formal entry in the town square.                         

View of market and terrace.

14
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CONCEPTUAL PLAN B

A. Town Square
B. East Court Street
C. Community Market
D. Tent/Event Space

15
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CONCEPTUAL DESIGN C         _____

Concept Design C concentrates on 
simple design gestures within the East 
Court Street area that have the greatest 
impact on the perception of the space.

Starting on East Court Street, the 
community market has been relocated 
to the street to create a promenade 
and to instigate activity along the 
corridor. In addition, the sidewalks have 
been widened to create a pedestrian 
friendly ratio of street to sidewalk while 
maintaining the parking and driving 
widths on East Court Street. 

The proposed market stalls frame the town 
square and the courthouse. The area for 
the town square becomes paved with a 
unique pattern. Street trees have been 
added to offer shade and continue to 
frame the courthouse.                 

View of market along East Court Street.

16
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CONCEPTUAL PLAN C     

A. Town Square
B. East Court Street/Community Market
C. Parking Lot/Tent Laydown Area/Additional Event Space

17
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CONCEPT FEEDBACK                                                            

Citizens were an integral component 
to the design of the Town Square.  
Considering the opinions and visions of 
the people of Amherst helped the CDAC 
team in making decisions. Comment 
sheets were collected during and after 
the open house on December 18, 
2007 where citizens were encouraged 
to express initial desires for the town 
square and reactions to the three initial 
concepts presented.  Some of the 
major comments and feedback were 
as follows;

Placement of farmer’s market in con-
cept A is most successful.
Like the idea of a temporary installa-
tion space within the town square.
Concerns about fl ow of traffi c with 
Concept C.
Wider sidewalks should be a priority 
for East Court Street.
A more strategic placing of the 
farmer’s market structure will help to 
frame the space. 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Jack Hobbs (r) reviews design concept with a commu-
nity member at the open house

CDAC team member Doug Rodes (r) describes a 
preliminary design concept to a community member 
at the open house

18
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FINAL CONCEPTUAL PLAN    

The Final Conceptual Plan is an 
adaptation of the preliminary concept 
Design  A, with a goal to create a large 
and fl exible public open space. Through 
the unifi ed paving of the existing parking 
in front of the courthouse and along 
Goodwin Street, Amherst is able to 
achieve an open space adaptable to 
their changing needs.  The creation of 
an interesting approach along the main 
corridor allows for a formal entry to the 
historic courthouse.  The use of terraced 
stairs creates spaces for pause and 
seating, in addition to being a visually 
pleasing element within the town square.  
A year-round temporary installation space 
gives opportunity for various groups and 
organizations to be represented within 
the public town square.

The approach to the square is lined with 
newly planted trees.  The addition of trees 
creates a pleasing experience, as well as 
frames the view of the courthouse.

Brick paved crosswalks along Main Street 
call attention to the new Town Square, 
drawing people up along East Court Street 
to discover the space.  Additionally, the 
crosswalks continue up East Court Street 
and across Goodwin, defi ning pedestrian 
zones and directing people into the town 
square.  The extension of continuous 
paving throughout the square and the 
parking lot creates a space that is fl exible 
for events.  

During large events that need more space, 
the parking lot can become an extension 
of the square, suitable for concerts or a 
market.  However, the parking lot is still 
available for use by shoppers and visitors 
during the weekdays.  This design results 

in maintaining the amount of parking 
spaces within the immediate area.

Framing the parking lot is an existing 
rain water management system that is 
undefi ned and unnoticed.  By turning 
the space into a visible rain garden, 
it showcases the Town’s interest in 
sustainability while creating an interesting 
border to the lot.

In the Town’s existing pocket park 
along Main Street, there is the new 
implementation of an information kiosk.  
This kiosk allows for the posting of events, 
activities and sights within the Town of 
Amherst, made easily visible to residents 
and those visiting the Town.

19
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FINAL CONCEPTUAL PLAN          

20
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SUGGESTED MATERIALS          

24
Suggested lighting styles

Suggested options 
for streetscape 
elements (benches, 
bollards, paving)
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CONCLUSION             

This vision for Amherst’s town square will 
create a central location community 
activity that will likely encourage 
additional economic development.  
Moreover, it will establish an identity for 
the Town to use to advertise tourism.  By 
creating a central town square, larger 
events can be held within the space, 
thus showcasing the cultural festivities of 
Amherst.

Aesthetically, the town square will 
enhance perceptions of Amherst and 
can serve as a catalyst, encouraging 
further architectural beautifi cation of the 
downtown area.  This activity will likely 
encourage people to the visit the Town  
to stop and visit and in the process,  shop, 
dine, and participate in events.  The 
improvements could also serve to attract 
additional private business owners to 
open shops and other attractions within 
the downtown area.

Lastly, the Town of Amherst has a rich 
history that could be more prominently 
highlighted. The town square can serve 
as a starting point for discovery of the 
history of Amherst.  Located immediately 
adjacent to the courthouse and near 
the museum, its central location could 
become the starting point for historic 
walking tours. 

Overall, this design is driven by the vision of 
the people of Amherst.  Allowing citizens 
to be the most important piece of the 
design will help ensure its use and success.  
Community involvement will ultimately 
drive the success of future developments 
and efforts within the Town.

25
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The tree pits along East Court Street should be 
constructed to the dimensions 4’ by 10’, with a 
depth of 3 feet.  This allows for a greater area 
for root development and growth, resulting in 
healthier trees.  

It is suggested that the tree pits along East 
Court Street be supported by structural soil.  
Structural soil is used where space is limited; 
replacing restrictive soils with materials that 
have two key characteristics:  they provide a 
suitable growing medium for roots, and they 
meet hardscape engineering requirements.  
Structural soil is composed of soil and stone.  The 
stone provides a load-bearing lattice, while the 
soils provides a medium for root growth.  The 
structural soil is placed underneath a concrete 
slab, and has a depth of 18”.  More detailed 
information about structural soil can be found 
on page a1.3.

Appendix 1:
TREE PIT RECOMMENDATIONS         

East Court Street: 
Note enlarged tree pits.

A

B B

a1.0
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TREE PIT SECTIONS                  

A

B

Plan and Section: Structural Soil for East Court Street.  

a1.1
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TREE PIT SECTIONS                    

Diagram of Structural Soil Composition.
(Cornell’s Urban Horticulture Institute)

a1.2
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Appendix 2:
STREET TREE RECOMMENDATIONS          

Carpinus betulus - European Hornbeam

Height:  35’-40’
Flowers:  April
Fall Color:  Green, brown, pale yellow 
Soil: Grows in all textured soils.  Tolerates 
occasionally wet soils and moderate drought.
Sun:  Full sun to part shade
Propagates by: Seed (catkins)
Establishment:  Commonly available in ball and 
burlap form. Sensitive to being transplanted in 
Autumn, and care should be taken to amend 
the soil, fertilize, water, mulch adequately, and 
avoid winter salt spray.

Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis - Honeylocust

Height:  up to 65’
Flowers:  May - June
Fall Color: Yellow
Soil:  Grows in all textured soils.  Tolerates wet 
soils, drought, and compaction.
Sun:  Full sun to part shade
Propagates by:  Seed (legumes)
Establishment:  Scarifi ed seeds will germinate 
readily.  Thornless forms come true about half 
of the time.  Transplanting is easy.  Cutting from 
male-fl owered branches grow into trees with 
pollen fl owers only, so they do not produce 
fruit.
Notes: Very tolerant of urban stresses, but 
susceptible to a number of pests.  Inermis is 
a thornless variety.  Pruning when young is 
needed to develop a central trunk.  Attracts 
wildlife. 

All plant culture information was taken from  
Gerhold, Henry D., Norman L. Lacasse, and Willet N. Wandell , eds. 
Street Tree Fact Sheets. University Park, PA: Penn State University, 1993.

a2.0

Image taken from www.plantations.cornell.edu

Image taken from www.soulofthegarden.com
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Platanus x acerifolia ‘Bloodgood’

Height:  70’ - 80’
Fall Color:  yellow brown 
Features:  Patchy olive green, creamy gray, 
and brown bark.
Sun:  Full sun to part shade
Establishment: Large durable tree suited to 
city conditions where there is ample space.  
It tolerates compacted soils, drought, and 
seacoast environments.
Culture:  Transplants readily, and is adaptable 
to a wide range of sites but needs a wide tree 
lawn.  Plants propagated on their own roots 
are preferable. 

Zelkova serrata ‘Halka’ - Japanese Zelkova

Height:  60’- 70’ (50’ at age 30)
Fall Color: Yellow 
Features:  With its gracefully arching branches, 
it resembles American elm more closely than 
other cultivars, and grows rapidly
Sun:  Full sun to part shade
Culture: Transplants readily in the spring; 
avoid planting in the fall.  Adaptable to pH, 
compacted soil, pollution, partial shade, and 
drought once established.  Young trees are 
susceptible to frost. 
Advantages: Can be used as a substitute 
for American elm, having similar leaves and 
graceful form, though the branches are more 
numerous and the size is not as majestic.  It is 
highly resistant to Dutch elm disease, and no 
serious pest problems are known.  Has good 
tolerance of urban environments.
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Ulmus japonica x wilsoniana ‘Morton’ 
(Accolade Elm TM)

Height:  70’ 
Fall Color:  yellow 
Features:  Vase shaped with arching limbs, very 
similar to American elm. Glossy, dark green 
summer foliage
Sun:  Full sun 
Establishment: Will tolerate dry soils; medium to 
fast growth rate; easy to transplant
Culture:  Outstanding tree; attractive foliage is 
resistant to elm leaf beetle feeding. 
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A rain garden is a landscaped area specially designed to collect rainfall and storm-water runoff.  The plants and soil in the 
rain garden clean pollutants from the water as it seeps into the ground and evaporates back into the atmosphere.  For a rain 
garden to work, plants must be selected, installed, and maintained properly.   

Plant Selection
•   Choose plants tolerant of both occasional fl ooding as well as dry periods.

•   Choose noninvasive plants that are adapted to the local environment.

•   Choose a mixture of species.  A good rule of thumb is one plant species for every 10 to 20 square feet.  For example – a 
140-square-foot garden would have 7 to 14 different plant species.

•   Choose plants for vertical layering – a mix of tall-, medium-, and low-growing species. 

Plant Installation
•   Install plants in their proper moisture zones (see Fig. 1).  

•   Plant shrubs and perennials in groups of three to fi ve of the same species.  Trees can be planted in groups or individually.

•   Plant taller and larger plants in the center or at one end of the garden, depending on the views.

•   Plant shorter plants where they can be seen easily, around the garden edges, in front of larger plants, or underneath taller 
plants.

Figure 1. Rain Garden 
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• Space and plant perennials so that their canopies will grow together and cover the ground to minimize weeds.

• Space and plant trees and shrubs according to their mature size.  For example – beautyberry shrubs, that grow to six feet 
wide, should be planted three feet apart.

• Planting outside and around the rain garden area helps the garden blend into the overall landscape.

•  More information can be found in Tree and Shrub Planting Guidelines, Virginia Cooperative Extension publication 430-295.

Maintenance
• Add two to four inches of organic mulch to the entire newly planted rain garden.  Do not cover the crowns of the perennials.  

Replenish mulch in the fall as needed.  

•   Avoid fine cut or lighter weight mulches as they tend to float in wet conditions.

• Prune any dead, diseased, or damaged plants as soon as the problem is noticed.  More information on pruning woody plants 
can be found in Virginia Cooperative Extension publications 430-455 through 430-462 (see References).

• Prune the foliage of perennials when they die back for the winter and ornamental grasses before new growth begins in the 
spring.

• Remove or spot treat weeds as necessary.

•  Water the garden during its establishment and extended dry periods.  One inch of water per week is recommended. 

Plant Lists
Trees, shrubs, and perennials are listed with both their common and scientific names.  Ask at local garden centers for specific 
cultivars, varieties, and size at maturity.

Trees
Use trees only in rain gardens larger than 150 square feet.

Alder Alnus serrulata (glutinosa)
Arborvitae Thuja occidentalis
Atlantic White Cedar Chamaecyparis thyoides
Austrian Pine Pinus nigra
Bald Cypress Taxodium distichum
Black Gum Nyssa sylvatica
Carolina Silverbell Halesia tetraptera
Common Persimmon Diospyros virginicus
Dawn Redwood Metasequoia glyptostroboides
Downy Serviceberry Amelanchier arborea
Eastern Redbud Cercis canadensis
Eastern Red Cedar Juniperus virginiana
Green Ash Fraxinus pennsylvanica
Hackberry Celtis occidentalis
Hornbeam Carpinus caroliniana
Japanese Cryptomeria Cryptomeria japonica
Japanese Zelkova Zelkova serrata
Katsura Tree Cercidiphyllum japonicum
Lacebark Elm Ulmus parvifolia
Loblolly Pine Pinus taeda
Planetrees (Sycamores) Platanus spp.
Red Maple Acer rubrum
River Birch Betula nigra
Swamp White Oak Quercus bicolor
Sweetbay Magnolia Magnolia virginiana
Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua
Water Oak Quercus nigra
Weeping Willow Salix babylonica/alba

Willow Oak Quercus phellos
Witch Hazel Hamamelis virginiana
Yaupon Holly Ilex vomitoria

Shrubs
American Beautyberry Callicarpa americana
Anise Illicium parvifolium
Arrowwood Viburnum dentatum
Bottlebrush Buckeye Aesculus parviflora
Buttonbush Cephalanthus occidentalis
Carolina Allspice Calycanthus floridus
Chokeberry Aronia arbutifolia
Cranberrybushes Viburnum opulus/trilobum
Devilwood Osmanthus americana
Dogwoods Cornus amomum/racemosam/

sericea
Elderberry Sambucus canadensis
False Indigo Amorpha fruticosa
Fetterbush Leucothoe racemosa
Groundsel Bush Baccharis halimifolia
Highbush Blueberry Vaccinium corymbosum
Inkberry Ilex glabra
Leucothoes Leucothoe axillaris/fontanesiana
Oakleaf Hydrangea Hydrangea quercifolia
Possumhaw Ilex decidua
Rose of Sharon Hibiscus syriacus
Shadblow Serviceberry Amelanchier canadensis
Spicebush Lindera benzoin
Steeplebush Spiraea tomentosa
Summersweet Clethra Clethra alnifolia
Swamp Azalea Rhododendron viscosum
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Swamp Rose Rosa palustris
Virginia Sweetspire Itea virginica
Wax Myrtles Myrica cerifera/pennsylvanicum
Willows Salix caprea/discolor/matsudana 

sachalinensis/purpurea
Winterberry Ilex verticillata

Perennials
Arrowhead Sagittaria latifola
Asters Aster spp.
Beardtongue Penstemon digitalis
Beebalm Monarda didyma
Blackeyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta
Blue Lobelia Lobelia siphilitica
Bluestar Amsonia tabernaemontana
Calla Lily Zantedeschia spp.
Canna Lily Canna spp.
Cardinal Flower Lobelia cardinalis
Crinum Lily Crinum spp.
Daylilies Hemerocallis spp.
Gingers Hedychium spp.
Goldenrod Solidago flexicaulis
Hardy Begonia Begonia grandis
Hibiscus Hibiscus coccineus/moscheutos
Ironweed Vernonia noveboracensis
Irises Iris lousiana/pseudacorus/versi-

color/virginica
Joe-Pye Weed Eupatorium spp.
Leopard Plant Ligularia tussilaginea
Liatris Liatris spicata
Lilyturf Liriope muscari
Lizard Tail Saururus cernuus
Lungwort Pulmonaria spp.
Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris
Monkey Flower Mimulus ringens
Obedient Plant Physotegia virginiana
Pickerelweed Pontederia cordata
Plantain Lily Hosta spp.
Primroses Primula spp.
Rain Lilies Zephyranthes spp.

Red Columbine Aquilegia canadensis
Siberian Bugloss Brunnera macrophylla
Spiderwort Tradescantia spp.
Strawberry Begonia Saxifraga stolonifera
Swamp Milkweed Asclepias incarnata
Swamp Sunflower  Helianthus angustifolius
Turtleheads Chelone lyonii/obliqua
Virginia Bluebells Mertensia virginica
Wild Ginger Asarum canadense
Windflowers Anemone

Ferns
Christmas Fern Polystichum acrostichoides
Cinnamon Fern Osmunda cinnamomea
Holly Fern Cyrtomium falcatum
Japanese Painted Fern Athyrium nipponicum
Lady Fern Athyrium felix-femina
Royal Fern Osmunda regalis
Tassel Fern Polystichum braunii
Wood Ferns Dryopteris spp.

Grasses and Grass-like
Broom Sedge Andropogon virginicus
Feather Reed Grass Calamagrostis acutiflora
Foxtail Grass Alopecurus pratensis
Rushes Juncus spp.
Sedges Carex spp.
Sweetflag Acorus spp.
Switchgrass Panicum virgatum

Groundcovers
Bugleweed Ajuga spp.
Foamflower Tiarella cordifolia
Green and Gold Chrysogonum virginianum
Lilyturf Liriope spicata
Mazus Mazus reptans
Plumbago Ceratostigma plumbaginoides
St. Johnswort Hypericum calycinum
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