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BLACKSBURG,_ VIRGINIA 
Fur is used as trim in bands, collars or pockets, and for coats and jackets. Handling fur is a special problem 
involving skill and time. Whether working with new or old fur, the following suggestions apply. 
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tailor's 
pencil or 
chalk 

razor blade 

c. 

Marking . 

Seaming 

1. Cut a paper pattern of the whole piece to be 
done. Trim off seam allowance. Fur is 
never cut on a fold. 

2. Mark the way fur runs on the wrong side with 
chalk arrows. Its direction should be straight 
up and down or toward the center back. It 
is important to mark each piece if piecing is 
necessary. It will help to mark matching 
arrows on the pattern to help you lay the 
pattern for cutting . 

3. If piecing is ,necessary, lay the pieces side 
by side-do not over lap. 

4. Lay the pattern over the skin side and outline 
it with tailor's chalk or colored pencil on the 
skin. See drawing a. 

5. Cut the fur, along this line, using a single 
edge razor blade or a very sharp knife. Cut 
only through the skin. Avoid cutting the hair. 
If piecing is necessary, cut edges very evenly 
for joining. See drawing b. 

6. To join seams, stroke fur downward and put 
the fur sides together. Keep raw edge of 
skin even and hold tightly, sew the two edges 
together with a tiny overhand stitch of waxed 
thread. A strong, sharp needle is needed. 
Do not catch fur in the stitches or let seam 
lap. See drawing c. They should just meet 
and seam should be invisible from the right 
side, if fur was carefully marked as to line of 
direction and any variation of color or density 
in Step 2. 
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TO CLEAN AND 

7. To finish: See drawing d .. 

a. A half-inch twill tape is put on by hand all 
around the edge. The same tiny overcast-
ing stitch and wax thread is used. Hold 
the skin next to you and after stroking fur 
downward lay the tape over the fur with 
upper edge even with edge of skin. A void 
catching hair in your stitches. 

b. A padding is used next to the skin. This 
can be of a soft woolen, outing, wadding, 
or curon interlining. Cut this by the sam~ 
pattern. 

c. An interlining of muslin or any soft fabric 
is cut by the same pattern and laid over 
the padding. 

d. Turn tape back over these, the padding and 
interlining, and miter corners or clip curves 
and catch stitch the tape througl1 both the 
interlining and padding. You are ready 
now to apply the band or a trim to the 
garment See drawing e. 

8. If a collar is to be attached to a .garment, you 
will have to cut an under-collar or lining of 
the garment fabric. If it is to be used as a 
tie-on collar, a satin or crepe lining to match 
the color of the fur may be used. A seam is 
allowed on this piece. Machine stitch 1/8" 
from the seam line and turn under and press 
on seam line, clip corner or curve seams and 
trim seam to 1/ 3". Apply to collar by pinning 
or basting at center back and working to 
center front. Two rows of fine hand stitches 
at back as indicated in drawing f., will help 
set of collar. Slip stitch lining to outer edge 
of tape , so as to cover completely. 

GLAZE USED FUR 

Dampen corn meal or sawdust with a dry-cleaning solvent. F ub this well into the fur with your hands; shake, brush 
and air. 

Fur is glazed to renew its sheen and life. Brush and comb the fur welL Lay it out flat, and with a damp sponge 
stroke the fur lightly in the direction that the hair grows, that is, with the flow of the fur. Be careful that no 
water goes through to the skin. Cover fur with tissue paper to absorb and keep moisture from the skin. Run a hot 
iron very quickly over the paper. Lift paper and run the iron very quickly over the fur again with the flow of the fur. 
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