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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Thirteen years ago Herbert McClosky observed that one of the most 

pervasive and counter-productive notions which inhibit the development 

of workable theories and models of American political parties concerned 

their tendency toward over-simplification .1 Meanwhile, as if to 

underscore this assertion by McClosky, another student of political 

science was publishing a work which echoed the very theories and 

perceptions which for more than a generation have characterized the 

major American political parties as the peacemakers of our governmental 

systemo2 Perhaps a passage which appeared in a somewhat earlier 

article comes closest to revealing the essence of such simplistic 

perceptions: 

The purpose of the European parties is of course, to divide men of 
differing ideologies into coherent and discernable organizations. The 
historical role of the American parties on the other hand, is not to 
divide but to unite. 3 

lHerbert McClosky, Paul J. Hoffman, and Rosemary O'Hara, 
"Issue Conflict and Consensus Among Party Leaders and Followers, 11 

American Political Science Review, LIV (June, 1960), 406. 

2clinton Rossiter, Parties and Politics in America (Ithaca: Cornell 
University Press, 1960), p. 59. 

3John Fisher, "Unwritten Rules of American Politics," Harper's 
Magazine,November, 1948, pp. 32. 

1 



2 

When we grasp both the degree and extent of this dissention over 

the most basic roles and functions of American political parti.es, it is 

somewhat easier to accept the contention by Sorauf that twenty years of 

political scholarship ·have failed to produce an acceptable theory of 

political parties. 4 While it is by no means within the scope and intent of 

this study to construct such a theory, the nature and extent of such 
~i J ' 

fundamental disagreement forms the nucleus of the phenomenon to be 

examined in this investigation. Just how deep run the traditional and 

until recently unchallenged currents of these theoretical assumptions, 

was evidenced by the degree of surprise manifested by political experts 

at the events surrounding the Republican National Convention of 1964. 

Said events were described by one pair of knowledgeable observers as 

" ••. the most virulent confrontation between two Republican factions 

since the 1912 Taft-Roosevelt conflict. 11 5 Similarly, Aaron Wildavsky 

has noted that the "Goldwater Phenomenon 11 has profoundly changed 

certain previously accepted theories of the American political party. 6 

One is tempted to speculate that it was perhaps partly in 

4Frank J. Sorauf, Political Parties in the American System 
(Boston: Little, Brown, and Co., 1964), Po 2. 

5Edmund Constantini and Kenneth H. Craik, "Competing Elites 
Within a Political Party: A Study of Republican Leadership, 11 Western 
Political Quarterly, XXII (December, 1969), 879. 

6 Aaron Wildavsky, "The Goldwater Phenomenon: Purists, Politicians, 
and the Two-Party System," Review of Politics, XIX (July, 1965), 386. 
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recognition of such events as well as in anticipation of the very real but 

comparatively subdued conflicts in 1972, Samuel Barnes wrote: 

While some parties pursue electoral success at all costs, it is by 
no means a universal goal: in many parties it must compete with 
the goals of ideological purity. In short, political parties 
themselves are normative organizations in which goals are subject 
to internal debate and possible conflict. 7 

It appears that we have arrived at a point in time when one body of 

thought and theory heralds the long-awaited end of ideological politics 

while another seeks to examine the nature and implications of its 

beginnings. 8 While this writer adheres at least in part to the latter 

school, this study makes no attempt to imply or predict such possible 

trends and patterns. Instead, it is hoped that some small contribution 

might be made to that growing body of research and theory that deals with 

significant stylistic differences recently recognized to exist among the 

ranks of political activists. I shall borrow from the terminology of 

previous works in labeling the polar opposites on this stylistic 

continuum, the Amateur and the Professional. 9 It is with such individuals 

7 Samuel H. Barnes, Party Democracy: Politics in an Italian 
Socialist Federation (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1967), p. 12. 

8For a partial listing of proponents of conflicting views on the 
prevalence or trends of ideological politics see Robert D. Putnam, 
"Studying Elite Political Culture: The Case of Ideology," American 
Political Science Review, LXV (September, 1971), 679. 

9The concepts 11 Amateur 11 and "Professional," as they apply to 
differing styles of political participation and activism, are generally 
considered to have been developed by James Q. Wilson ln his landmark 
study of The Amateur Democrat (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
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that this study is primarily concerned. Having defined, justified, and 

operationalized a means of isolating and identifying these categories of 

activists, this study will seek bases of differentiation in various areas 

including political motives and incentives to party activism, socio-

economic characteristics, and saliency of opinion with respect to 

specific contemporary issues. 

9 1962), chaps. 10-11. Specific definitions and clarification 
of these categories as operationalized herein, are found in chapter two 
of this study. 



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

OF PARTY ACTIVISM 

If my assertions are correct about the absence of a consensually-

agreed upon theory of political parties, such cannot be attributed to any 

lack of effort. William Wright suggests that another factor retarding 

productivity in such areas has been the generalized method of both 

conceptualizing and attacking problems. Wright calls for tighter focus 

in constructing our "intellectual roadmaps, 11 while he warns of the 

dangers inherent in the application of schemes which prove to be built 

upon prejudiced or distorted perceptions .10 

The specific criticism indicated above is leveled at the 

predominant practice of employing typologies and models which were 

originally developed by Europeans for application to European politics. 

This was done, while totally different models were simultaneously 

developed for and applied to the American political system. The list of 

differing party typologies is long and impressive. We have at our 

lOwilliam E. Wright, "Comparative Party Models, 11 in 
A Comparative Study of Party Organization, ed. by William E o Wright 
(Columbus, Ohio: Charles E 0 Merrill Publishing Co., 1971), p. 3-4. 

5 
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disposal the oligarchic, caucus, branch, cadre, and mass models. In 

addition to these models which emphasize membership patterns, we have 

the stratarchy, decentralization, and individual representation models 

which stress organizational structure. 11 With specific respect to the 

American genre, categories are further broken down into the machine, 

club movement, and various intermediate hybrid varieties. Finally, some 

students of political parties prefer to classify parties on the basis of 

such vague characteristics as role and function. 

One might expect that with all the models and conceptualizations 

available to the researcher, efforts would have borne more fruit. One 

must recall, however, that a fundamental disagreement exists with 

respect to the precise nature and function of the political party within 

the American system. Inherent in this controversy is a commensurate 

divergence of viewpoints concerning the relative importance of the party. 

Anthony King succinctly phrases the nature of the controversy in a 

passage from one of his articles: 

It is said not merely that political parties, like executives, 
legislatures, and electoral systems, are essential prerequisites of 
democracy, but that parties perform an extraordinary range of functions, 
sometimes to the exclusion of other political structures .12 

11 Ibid. , p. 5-9. See also the introduction to this work for general 
discussion of and references to differing models and approaches. 

12 Anthony King, "Political Parties in Western Democracies," 
Polity)C[I (June, 1969), 112. 
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Joseph Schlesinger, for example, views the American political party as 

exclusively electoral in function, and further asserts that said function 

would be performed with or without the presence and efforts of the party .13 

Samuel Eldersveld, while offering qualified support for such a contention, 

admits the necessity of examining political parties in terms of several 

crucial criteria .14 We have entered a phase of political inquiry which 

recognizes the need to narrow foci and to employ precise models and 

concepts but which is also characterized by dissention concerning the 

proper choice. Currently then, we find that concern with and measuring 

of such concepts as incentives, socialization, and of course ideology 

are very much in vogue. Each researcher, regardless of his choice of 

model or approach, has justified his approach on the basis of certain 

crucial assumptions whose origins bear further discussion. 

The search for indications of the basic conflict among 

conceptualizations of the American political parties need not confine 

itself to the present century. Alexis deTocqueville considered it one of 

the great and intrinsic strengths of American Deomcracy that consensus 

13Joseph A. Schlesinger, "Political Party Organization," in 
Handbook of Organizations, ed. by James G. March (Chicago: Rand, 
MacNally, 1965), p. 765-66. 

l 4samuel J. Eldersveld, Political Parties: A Behavioral Analysis 
(Chicago: Rand, MacNally, 1964), 5-6. Eldersveld continues to stress 
the importance of a flexible research framework more recently in 11 A 
Theory of the Political Party," in A Comparative Study of Party 
Organization, ed. by William Wright, op. cit., p. 73-83. 
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was manifested at many levels and on many points.15 Yet during the same 

historical period we see, in the writings of President Madison, an 

indication that such 11 intrinsic 11 strengths were considered by some 

persons to be less than immutable: 

" ••• with the passage of time and the clash of governments, 
oppositions will generate and be generated by new perspectives that 
we cannot now accurately forsee .16 

Jumping forward some two centuries we find a similar cautionary note in 

the writings of Herbert McClosky: 

"Powerful extremist movements are too familiar a phenomenon of 
modern political life to take for granted their eternal absence from 
the American scene .17 

Admittedly, such comments are directed primarily at considerations of 

governmental legitimacy in the traditional sense. The important point 

appears to be that while legitimacy may in fact be an abiding strength of 

,the system as a whole, its inferred existence for political parties is not 

so clear. The jeopardy in an extension of this assumption becomes 

15for a general discussion of the historical context of conflicting 
assumptions regarding the intrinsic strengths and weaknesses of the 
American system of government, see Herbert McClosky, "Consensus 
and Ideology in American Politics," American Political Science Review, 
LVIII (June, 1964), 361-79. 

l 6Robert Dahl, "Epilogue," in Political Oppositions in Western 
Democracies, ed. by Robert Dahl (New Haven: Yale University Press, 
1967), p. 401. Dahl traces origins of a faith in such intrinsic strengths 
of American governmental structures. Specific reference. is to 
de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (ed. Phillips Bradly, New York: 
1945), II, p. 8. 

l 7McClosky, "Consensus. and Ideology," pp. 371. 
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clear when we realize that a group of individuals concurrently may view 

an existing governmental system as quite legitimate and quite repugnant. 

In his now landmark study of the Amateur style, James Q. Wilson observed 

that such a view expresses the clear desire to fundamentally alter the 

character of the American party system and accordingly, all governmental 

institutions. 18 There is little comfort to the traditional observer, in the 

realization that such political modifications would probably be 

accomplished with strict adherence to American democratic processes. 

Equally disconcerting to some political scientists is the fact that 

the individuals of whom Wilson and others have written, are often 

obsessed with intra-party democracy as well as the desire to alter 

political structures. As more than one expert has observed, such strict 

adherence to democratic process can leave parties and individuals ill-

equipt for the struggles of politics .19 Unnerving also is the realization 

that additional electoral handicaps are imposed as a party gradually 

assumes the trappings of a more militant, ideological, and issue-salient 

political organization. Such fears have been a primary impetus for 

investigations of the notion that top party leaders tend to mitigate 

extremist tendencies within the party ranks. Several interesting studies 

18wilson, Amateur Democrat, Po 11. 

19John D. May, "Democracy, Party 'Evolution,' Duverger, 11 

Comparative Political Studies, XXI (July, 1969), 236-38. Maurice 
Duverger, Political Parties: Their Organization and Activity in the 
Modern State (New York: John Wiley and Sons, 1954), p. 102. 
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dealt specifically with this consideration in the latter nineteen sixties. 20 

For quite some time, those who sought assurances could find such 

in the writings of Duverger. He felt that with increased articulation there 

would be a commensurate decline in the ideological approach to politics 

and, one must suppose, a logical preference for a more pragmatic 

approach to political activism. 21 He saw within various European 

communist parties, a tendency toward ideological decline as one result 

of emphasis on obedience. Strict formality, centrality, and doctrinal 

activity were perceived as having a suffocating effect on ideological 

politics 0 In nearly direct opposition to such hopeful theorizing we have 

the contrasting belief espoused by Sigmund Neumann: 

11 ••• modern parties have steadily enlarged their scope and power 
wlthin the political community to the point that we have seen an 
evolution from parties of individual representation, to parties of 
soClal integration, and finally to the paramilitary, totalitarian, and 
quasi-religious party of total integration. 2 2 

Finally, we have as recently as 1971, at least one knowledgeable expert 

predicting that ideological politics are on the way out. 23 

20Notable references include McClosky, Hoffman, and O'Hara, 
"Conflict and Consensus," pp. 361-82; McClosky, "Consensus and 
Ideology," pp. 267-91; Edmund Constantini, "Intraparty Attitude Conflict 
Democratic Party Leadership in California, 11 Western Political Quarterly, 
XVI (December, 1963), 84-97. 

2 lDuverger, Political Parties, p. 175. See also John May, 
"Democracy, Duverger, 11 pp. 232-330 

22Sigmund Neumann, Modern Political Parties (Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press, 1956), p. 394-96 • 

. 
23Putnam, "The Case of Ideology," pp. 679. 
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The argument continues, but the battle lines are being re-drawn as the 

literature review will demonstrate. Still, there are few who would go so 

far as does Wildavsky when he predicts that should the "disruptive" 

effects of the Amateur style continue and expand, we can expect the end 

of the American competitive two-party system as we now know it. 24 

As indicated above, many traditional models and assumptions are 

being questioned and modified. It might be useful and illuminating to 

discuss briefly some of the specific efforts and findings which appear to 

be supportive of such modifications of theories, perceptions, and 

conceptualizations. 

A study by Bowman, Ippolito, and Donaldson which dealt with 

incentives for maintenance of political activism is interesting and 

revealing for a number of reasons which bear upon stylistic conceptual-

izations. While the authors did not specifically concern themselves with 

style or approach, it is all the more meaningful that their findings 

indicated a "surprisingly high" level of emphasis upon non-material 

incentives. 25 In fact, purposive orientation seemed to be the norm. 26 

24wildavsky, "Goldwater Phenomenon," pp. 386. 

25 Lewis Bowan, Dennis Ippolito, and William Donaldson, 
"Incentives for Maintenance of Grassroots Political Activism," Midwest 
Journal of Political Science,XIII (February, 1969), 126-39. 

26rncentive typologies referenced here and elsewhere are those 
developed and defined by Peter B. Clark and James Q. Wilson, "Incentive 
Systems: A Theory of Organization," Administrative Quarterly, VI 
(September, 1961), 134-37. 
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Particularly interesting was the apparent absence of strong party 

orientation among activists in urban areas where 11 machine 11 type 

organizations and their related patronage systems are generally assumed 

to dominate. 

McClosky and colleagues, in their investigation of issue conflicts 

among party leaders, uncovered strong evidence that such conflicts exist 

without respect to differing party hierarchies and leadership levels. 

Additionally, these researchers found that issue saliency was stronger 

among party activists than within the populace as a whole. 2 7 Both 

findings are in apparent conflict with the traditional assumption that 

party leaders tend to mitigate and reconcile conflicts at lower levels of 

party organization and throughout the political system. 

Kornberg and Smith, in a more recent study, employed a typology 

which categorized activists as "Politicos" and 11 Apoliticos. 11 Their intent 

was to differentiate between and among various self-concepts and role 

perceptions of party officials. Although they were primarily concerned 

with pure or "nuclear" types, their findings are of interest to the student 

of style. 28 They found emphasis upon roles and self-concepts which 

relate strongly to characteristics which have come to be associated 

2 7McClosky, Hoffman, and O'Hara, "Conflict and Consen~us," 
pp. 406-27. 

28Ailan Kornberg and Joel Smith, "Self-Concepts of American and 
Canadian Party Officials," Polity, III (Fall, 1970), 70-99. 
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with the Amateur orientation. Few individuals indicated a real 

committment to the party organization or to its theoretical pl,lrpose. It 

would appear that the dedicated and loyal "come what may" party member 

and model are not as widely applicable as was once believed. 

Hirschfield et al. were similarly concerned with broadly categorized 

and predominant profiles of political activists. Importantly, they elected 

to devote a portion of their study to testing certain traditional assumptions 

regarding origins and determinants of political activism. While not 

directly treating Amateurism, the authors operationalized "ideological" 

as an orientation. They conclude their summation: 

The contemporary politician considers his party organization an 
instrument for effectuating policy rather than a haven for security. 29 

Clearly, such findings strike another blow against the presumably pervasive 

and pragmatic machine model. 

Finally we come to two studies which test the assumption that 

issue conflict or cleavage is a rarely encountered phenomenon with 

respect to intra-party relationships. McClosky concluded his 1960 

study with the observation that while American politics is widely thought 

to be devoid of ideology, his findings did not support such beliefs. 30 

Constantini found, some three years later, statistical evidence 

29Robert S. Hirschfield, Bert E. Swanson, and Blanche D. Blank, 
11 A Profile of Political Activists in Manhattan, 11 Western Political 
Quarterly, XV (September, 1962), 489-506. 

30McClosky, "Consensus·and Ideology," pp. 381-2. 
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of ideological cleavage among party elites .31 Neither of these studies 

employed typologies or concepts directly related to the Amateur or 

Professional Models. It was left to later research to fully conceptualize 

the stylistic approaches that were becoming evident without the benefits 

or drawbacks which accrue with the application of labels. 

One might infer incorrectly from the preceeding discussion that 

there is widespread or growing consensus concerning the prevalence of 

issue-oriented, ideological, or possibly irrational approaches to political 

activism in America. Such of course is not the case. What appears 

certain, however, is that recent studies of both direct and indirect foci, 

have demonstrated that categorization and analysis on the basis of style 

is proving to be a novel and revealing method of political party dissection 

and study. My intention is to build upon existing research. My hope is 

that I might contribute to further delineation of the Amateur and 

Professional profiles by means of focused inquiries in several selected 

areas. The questions of trends toward or away from ideological politics 

as well as overall systemic implications are not treated herein. There 

is much groundwork to be laid in preparation for such grand schemes. 

3lconstantini, "Attitude Conflict," pp. 96-7. 



CHAPTER III 

AMATEUR AND PROFESSIONAL RESEARCH: DEPARTURES 

FROM TRADITIONAL MODELS AND ASSUMPTIONS 

The intent of this chapter is twofold. It begins by outlining in 

general fashion, those characteristics and stylistic dispositions which 

make the Amateur approach to political activism appear such a radical 

departure from what has been intuitively expected of American political 

party members. Secondly 0 specific research efforts will be noted and 

discussed as they bear upon delineation of concise stylistic profiles. 

It is easy to understand the difficulties encountered by many 

individuals when they attempt to rationalize the presence of non-

traditional approaches and styles among American political activists. 

As McClosky and others have noted 0 it is intuitively logical, given the 

prevailing characteristics of the American two-party system, to expect 

that parties will make concerted efforts " .•• to appeal to as many diverse 

elements in the electorate as are needed to put together a majority." 32 

It makes little sense for one party 6 especially in a two - party system, 

to demamd ideological purity. In doing so it has little hope of becoming 

32McClosky, Hoffman, O'Hara, "Conflict and Consensus," 
pp. 406. 

15 
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a majority party. Yet the fact is that this is precisely what occurred at the 

Republican National Convention in 1964 and what took place in somewhat 

modified form at the Democratic National Convention in 1972. What 

could be more sensible than to expect both major parties to choose 

popular candidates who stand a good chance of winning? As Wildavsky 

cryptically observed, "The death wish is not supposed to dominate among 

politicians." 33party leaders are expected to conciliate groups of voters 

in order to get at least a portion of their vote. Yet we have clear 

indication from the statements of Goldwater supporters that above all, 

they desired to see their party " ••• far removed from the vulgar pandering 

for votes" which has long been perceived as the major if not the only 

raison d'etre for American political parties. 34 On the contrary, what was 

most repugnant to many delegates was the conceptualization of their 

party as a "me-too" organization with a blurred image. Such an attitude 

is light-years removed from the brokerage role which is supposed to be 

one of the abiding strengths of the American parties. 

Political and religious experts see little new or startling in what 

can be described as a Manichaeistic approach to problems /1 situations u 

and even life. 35 Such a dualistic perception of right and wrong, good 

33wildavsky, "Goldwater Phenomenon," pp 0 386. 34Ibid., 400. 

35Manichaeism was a religious philosophy popular in the third to 
seventh centuries A.D. (Persian origin) which perceived the universe 
as an ongoing cosmic battle between the forces of good and evil. This 
dualistic perception is felt by s0me religious scholars to manifest •• o 
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and evil, is to be found among many peoples and cultures including our 

own. What is particularly alarming to some observers is that the 

political arena has not proven itself immune to such dualistic perceptions. 

Charles May noted in an article not long ago that at times politics 

assumes the trappings of a religion for some persons. 36 Similar 

observations were recorded by Duverger: 

We have, in some cases, passed from the purely political doctrine, 
from the rational idea to the myth: from scientific demonstration to 
irrational belief •••• and so politics can (sic) and do become a true 
religion. 3 7 

Robert Putnam similarly notes that for some politicians, politics 

is essentially a "morality play" and that such persons are to be found 

in all countries and right across the political spectrum. 38 This 

reference to style as independent of political affiliation or ideology is 

central to the stylistic conceptualization. Perhaps no one has yet 

improved upon the phraseology of James Wilson who wrote: 

It is not their liberalism (or conservatism) that is their chief 
distinguishing characteristic. They (Amateurs) can be found 
in the Republican party as well, and there they are likely to 

35 itself in many aspects of modern culture and especially 
perhaps, among political activists of the radical right. See Mircea 
Eliade, The Sacred and the Profane (New York: Harcourt, Brace, and 
World, Inc., 1959), chap. 3. See also Martin Buber, Religion in 
Politics (New York: John Wiley and Sons, 1968). 

36May, "Democracy, Duverger, 11 pp. 219. 

37nuverger, Political Parties, p. 122-23. 

38Putnam, "Elite Political Culture, 11 pp. 669. 
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be extremely conservative. 39 

It should be noted that such individuals have been given many 

names. Wilson called them Amateurs, Wildavsky used the term "Purist," 

and Kornberg et al. labeled them "Apoliticos." Importantly, few researchers 

have used or implied such terms as "Lunatic" or "Madman ... Most of us 

realize that failure to meet our personal criteria for rationality is no 

justification for such labels. In fact, the true Amateur views an appeal 

for electoral support which is based upon such criteria as personality, 

party identity, or ethnic classification as the ultimate in irrational 

politics. What place have such considerations in a battle between good 

and evil? 40 As Putnam, Philip Converse, and others have suggested, it 

is quite possible that persons harbor coherent and comprehensive personal 

belief systems, the nature of which remain a mystery to the external 

observer. 41 In further rejecting similar "fanatic fringe" treatments of the 

Amateur phenomenon, we may draw upon actual findings. Wildavsky 

found that the "Purist" Goldwater supporter was anything but uninformed 

concerning the realities of politics but chose instead to reject them as 

39wilson, Amateur Democrat, p. 2. 

40wildavsky, "Goldwater Phenomenon," pp. 398. 

41 see especially Philip E. Converse, "The Nature of Belief Systems 
in Mass Publics I II in Ideology and Discontent I ed. by David D a Apter 
(New York: The Free Press, 1969). Converse focuses on political elites 
in general as opposed to differentiation by style and extremism. See also 
Putnam, "The Case of Ideology," pp. 653-55 both text and footnotes. 
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unacceptable. He could not be considered confused or under-educated. 42 

Perhaps at this point we have come far enough in sketching certain 

crucial but general propensities, attitudes, and orientations which render 

the Amateur style a threat to traditional assumptions. Let us now turn to 

specific research efforts and findings that have isolated and identified 

the integral elements of "pure strain" Amateur and Professional styles. 

While interest in stylistically-based investigations of political parties 

is receiving current attention, the territory is not well traveled. The 

efforts by Bowman et al. ,McClosky, Kornberg and Smith, and Hirschfield 

have been noted, Others have dealt more directly with the Amateur 

orientation, and their efforts will be briefly reviewed. 

For example, James Q. Wilson directed a study at the so-called 

political "clubs" which were an intriguing development of the early 1960's. 

His method, a blend of normative and empirical approaches, is generally 

felt to have produced valuable insights into the personalities and 

attitudinal profiles of Amateur Democrats. Importantly, he further 

recognized that the criteria by which he was able to differentiate among 

activists held equal application for either major American party. 43 

42wildavsky, "Goldwater Phenomenon," pp. 413. 

43wilson, The Amateur Democrat, was the first to formally con-
ceptualize and implement such stylistic typologies, but the list of less 
direct assaults upon style includes Bowman et al., "Grassroots 
Activism," McClosky et al., "Consensus and Conflict," I<,fornberg and 
Smith, "Self-Concepts, 11 Hirschfield et al., "Profiles, 11 and McClosky, 
"Consensus and Ideology. 11 



20 

Wildavsky conducted a study of Goldwater supporters ("Purists 11 ) 

as compared to other delegates to the Republican National Convention in 

1964. His methods included scattered interviews and little empirical 

analysis. . Yet one finds very illuminating the manner in which he 

presents representative and verbatim comments which construct concise 

profiles. 44 

William Wnight referred to his primary empirical tool as an 

"Ideological-Pragmatic Scale. 11 He used it to tap the pervasiveness and 

saliency of the Amateur and Professional styles as conceptualized by 

Wilson. His subjects were party officials within the West German CDU 

and SPD parties. Wright adopted and operationalized an uncommonly 

precise definition of ideology which was essentially the "absence of 

pragmatism. 11 Specifically, his four-point scale was able to tap attitudes 

toward and belief in principled politics, adaptability, and willingness 

to compromise. Wright found his scale an acceptable and useful means 

of measuring important dimensions of political participation. 45 

Conway and Feigert were concerned with the study of recruitment 

and participatory incentives but devoted a portion of their efforts to a 

discussion of Amateur and Professional models in that context. Their 

44wildavsky, "Goldwater Phenomenon, 11 

45william E. Wright, "Ideological-Pragmatic Orientations of West 
Berlin Local Party Officials, 11 Midwest Journal of Political Science, 
XI (August, 1967), 381-402. 
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fin dings, based upon survey data drawn from local party leadership in 

both metropolitan Washington D .C. and Northwestern Illinois, provided 

valuable insight into the prevalence of, and preference for, various incentive 

categories as developed by Clark and Wilson. 46 

Clark and Soule conducted a study which was, in several respects, 

an empirically-based replication of the earlier study by James Wilson. 47 

Definitions and terminology were borrowed from the earlier work and 

applied to delegates to the 1968 Democratic National Convention. 

Additionally, having operationalized what was felt to be a valid means 

of isolating adherents to either Amateur or Professional persuasion, the 

researchers sought correlates of style among such variables as socio-

economic background, recruitment experience, and issue orientation. 

Pertinent to this present study is their concluding observation that the 

presence, absence, or direction of ideological stance was apparently an 

invalid means of differentiating among styles. 

The study by Constantini and Craik was, in many respects, an 

empirically- based, state level duplication of the Wildavsky work 

which was mentioned above. The authors dealt with convention 

46M. Margaret Conway and Frank B. Feigert, "Motivation, 
Incentive Systems, and the Political Party Organization," American 
Political Science Review, LXII (December, 1968), 1159-73/ 

47John W. Soule and James W. Clark, "Amateurs and Professionals: 
A Study of Delegates to the 1968 Democratic Convention," American 
Political Science Review, LXIII (November, 1969), 888...:.98. 
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delegates from California in 1964. The focus of inquiry was primarily 

the nature of beliefs and attitudes as manifested by the conservative and 

liberal wings of the Republican party. The quest for correlates was centered 

among such factors as social background, extent of issue cleavage, party 

anchorage (another way of stating identification with or support of party 

purpose or philosophy), and political motives or incentives for 

participation. 48 The researchers, it should be noted, were interested 

in investigating the Amateur style only so far as it manifested itself 

within categories which were filled on the basis of "vote for Goldwater 11 

as opposed to another of the potential nominees. Ronald Reagan was 

considered the central choice on the liberal-conservative continuum and 

Rockerfeller the relatively liberal selection. Therefore, although in 

theory, supporters of Goldwater might prove prone to an Amateur style, 

style remained a secondary consideration. 

With respect to issue cleavage, the Goldwater group was {ound to 

manifest a consistency of ideological position which was less noticeable 

among supporters of other nominees. The incentives prized most highly 

by the Goldwater delegates fell more solidly into the purposive category 

than did those valued by other delegates. In general, categorization on 

48constantini and Craik, "Competing Elites," pp. 879-903. The 
authors approached style as a possible correlate of ideology while 
other studies have more recently approached the potential relationship 
from the opposite direction. 
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the basis of ideology was found to offer support for theories and 

conceptualizations which suggest a connection between style of 

participation and ideological stance. The extent or degree of 

relationships was, however, unclear. It was left to future research to 

demonstrate or refute such potential relationships with more authority. 

There are several additional studies which deserve mention. 

Clark and Soule, in a follow-up of their original Amateur-Professional 

study, used similar data but focused exclusively upon issue conflict 

and consensus. Their efforts added new information and dimensions by 

comparing members of both major American parties. 49 They examined, 

by means of a nine-item index, the extent of both intra and inter-party 

issue consensus. Interesting for the purposes of this present study, 

they observed that "The profile emerges •••• of a decidedly conservative 

and homogeneous Republican delegation. 11 5 0 This was true, one must 

recall, only in comparison to the consensus levels manifested within 

the ranks of Democratic party leadership. 

Nimmo and Savage, using a small but hopefully representative 

sample of both Democratic and Republican party officials, employed 

49John W. Soule and James W. Clark;· "Issue Conflict and 
Consensus," Journal of Politics ,xxx.III (February, 1971), 72-91. 

soibid., 90-91. 
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a Q-methodological process which largely substantiated the earlier and 

more intuitively based assumptions and findings of Wilson •. This pair of 

researchers were able to differentiate stylistic approaches to political 

activism along lines similar to those found to function also for Clark and 

Soule. 51 

Finally, Peter Gluck has recently studied the hypothesized 

relationship between rural-urban setting and incentive preferences of 

political activists. Although he uncovered only weak support for such 

relationships, he observed a 11 surprisingly heavy" emphasis upon non-

material incentives throughout. 52 

In general fashion, I have discussed those elements of the 

opposing stylistic dispositions as they reflect upon traditional 

assumptions concerning American political parties and their members. 

The efforts of those who have committed time and research to specific 

studies of the Amateur phenomenon have also been examined. In the 

following, chapter, excerpts and observations from this research will be 

used to construct concise stylistic profiles of Amateurs and Professionals 

as the terms will be operationalized in this study. 

51Dan Nimmo and Robert L. Savage, 11 The Amateur Democrat 
Revisited, 11 Polity, (Winter, 1972), 269-76. 

52Peter R. Gluck, "Research Note: Incentives and the Maintenance 
of Political Styles in Differing Locales, 11 Western Political Quarterly, 
XX:V (December, 1972), 753-60. 



CHAPTER IV 

DEFINITIONS: RATIONALIZATION AND 

PRESENTATION OF HYPOTHESES 

It might well appear to the reader that too many words have been 

spent in the treating of concepts which have yet to be adequately defined. 

The intention was, however, to relate the stylistic approach and its 

implications to past and present theories and models of party organization 

and participation. This chapter seeks to accomplish three things: the 

development of concise elements and , ultimately, definitions with 

respect to the terms "Amateur" and "Professional'.'; presentation of a 

general discussion of and rationale for chosen directions of inquiry; and 

finally, presentation of the specific hypotheses to be examined. 

Definitions 

Perhaps one excellent means of identifying the specific elements 

of both the Amateur and Professional styles is to present the observations 

and findings of those researchers who have dealt with the concepts in 

depth. In the end, those elements receiving consistent emphasis can 

be incorporated into a summary definition. Research has resulted in the 

following comments and observations concerning Amateur and Professional 

25 
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Wilson: 
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An Amateur is one who finds politics intrinsically interesting 
••• who perceives the political world more in terms of ideas 
and principles (rather than persons) .••• who wishes issues 
settled on their merits and who is not concerned with outcomes .53 

Wildavsky: 

Here we begin to see the distinguishing characteristics of the 
Purists; their emphasis on internal criteria for decision, on what 
they believe deep down inside; their rejection of compromise; 
their lack of orientation toward winning; their stress on the style 
and purity of decision, integrity, consistency, adherence to 
internal norms. 5 4 

Clark and Soule: 

The Amateur was not found to be set apart from the more 
conventional party activist by his liberalism, his age, educa-
tion, or class. He was not a dillettante or an inept 
practitioner of politics, nor did he regard politics as an 
avocation or hobby. 

The political world was perceived in terms of policies and 
principles which were consistent with the Amateur theory of 
democracy. Policy goals for the party were perceived to be 
largely programmatic and were intended to offer clear 
alternatives to the opposing party. 55 

Conway and Feigert: 

The Amateur model presents a pattern of workers who are not 
oriented toward material rewards, tend to be of higher status 
in occupation, income, education, and life style. 5 6 

53Wilson, Amateur Democrat, p. 4-5. 

54wildavsky, "Goldwater Phenomenon, 11 pp. 395. 

55soule and Clark, "Amateurs and Professionals," pp. 8880 

56conway and Feigert, "Incentive Systems," pp. 1159. 
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Taking care to avoid confusing elements of style with comments on 

possible correlates thereof, we can easily identify the points given 

emphasis. We also note that the earlier reference by Putnam to 

fl morality plays fl is particularly apt. Adherence to principles, a definite 

feeling for purity of decision as well as right and wrong, preference for 

a clear or consistent position, emphasis upon personal qualities, 

rejection of compromise, and contempt for such things as electoral 

outcomes or winning. These are the essential elements of Amateurism, 

and these are the basis upon which this study attempts to differentiate 

stylistic preferences. But the Amateur represents but one extreme or 

polar type on a theorized stylistic continuum. The following comments 

and observations deal with his stylistic opposite. 

Wilson: 

A Professional is preoccupied with the outcomes of elections o. o. 

perceives politics as comprised of concrete questions and 
specific persons which must be dealt with in a manner that will 
keep everyone happy, is not overly concerned with the greater 
significance of ideals, and is not obsessed with consistency. 5 7 

Wildavsky: 

The belief in compromising and bargaining; the sense that public 
policy is made in small steps rather than big leaps; the concern 
with conciliating the opposition and broadening public appeal; 
the willingness to bend a little to capture public support are all 
characteristics of the traditional politician in the United States .58 

5 7wilson, Amateur Democrat, p. 4-5. 

58wildavsky, "Goldwater Phenomenon, 11 pp. 396 ~ 
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Clark and Soule: 

In contrast to the Amateur whose chief rewards for political 
participation tend to be somewhat abstract and intangible, the 
conventional or Professional party activi~t wanted to win 
elections and thus provide inducements which followers require 
for participation. 

The Professional was not concerned with taking positions on 
controversial and abstract public policies. His preoccupation 
with winning allowed him to compromise substantive programs 
more easily than the Amateur although he may have been as 
liberal ideologically as the Amateur. 5 9 

Conway and Feigert: 

The Professional model presents a party organization whose 
members are male, oriented toward material rewards or careers 
in government, and exhibit little concern for issues. 60 

It is vividly apparent that the Amateur and the Professional 

polar types are truly in opposition. The essential elements of the latter 

style are felt to be a preoccupation with winning votes and elections, 

a perception of concrete issues and policies as opposed to intangible 

and troublesome ideals, a recognition of the important roles of 

compromise, conciliation, and flexibility, and finally an awareness of 

the important place which material rewards hold with some activists. 

Such elements will be considered the crucial properties of the 

Professional style in this study. 

It was indicated above that some of the cited observations 

59soule and Clark, "Amateurs and Professionals, 11 pp. 888. 

60conway and Feigert, "Incentive Systems, 11 pp. 1159. 



29 

included references to possible or "proven" correlates of style. Such 

potential correlates are central to this study. But before specific 

questions and hypotheses can be posed, there remains the task of 

explicating the theoretical linkage between stylistic orientation and 

thl? three primary considerations with which this study deals. 

Theoretical Linkages Between Style and 

Potential Correlates 

Rare indeed are investigations by political and social scientists 

which altogether escape consideration of socio-economic variables. It 

may be seen from the preceeding comments that while attention was 

devoted to such factors, there was a conflict of evaluation and 

interpretation. Specifically, the comment by Conway and Feigert 

conflicts with that by Clark and Soule. The latter researchers were 

unable to substantiate the original contentions of Wilson. They appeared 

to fail empirical tests. Other researchers who have dealt with such 

considerations as possible correlates of style would include Harold 

Wilson and William Wright. 61 Wilson found observable differences, 

while Wright noted only weak and selected relationships. In short, this 

area has thus far been characterized by results which are inconclusive 

6lror specific findings see: Soule and Clark, "Amateurs and 
Professionals," pp. 898, Conway and Feigert, "Incentive Systems," 
pp. 1173, Wright, "Ideological-Pragmatic Orientations," pp. 402, and 
Wilson, The Amateur Democrat,- chapter 11 • 
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at best. This study will make an attempt to shed additional light upon 

possible relationships in this area. 

With respect to incentives for maintenence of political activism, 

the differences in emphasis between Amateur and Professional stand out 

vividly. Flexibility is a necessary ingredient in the Professional style 

if only because leaders concerned with maximizing chances for electoral 

success must recruit support and votes from a diversified pool. Material 

incentives, be they money, power, or position, are likely to have more 

widely applicable appeal than other rewards, · The Amateur, as 

previously conceptualized, cannot rationalize or justify the use of 

such rewards. Why should it be necessary to reward persons for doing 

what is right or good? To do so, from the Amateur perspective, is to 

debauch and profane the principle. 

, As was the case with socio-economic correlates, the findings 

have thus far been less than conclusive. It should be noted that most 

investigations have been directed at activists as a homogeneous group. 

Rarely have there been efforts to sub-categorize within a single party. 

Not surprisingly, therefore, most findings have consisted of generalized 

statements holding applicability to dominant trends. Bowman et al. 

concluded an incentive study with a rather blanket statement that 

material incentives were found to be "relatively unimportant" across the 

board. 62 Conway and Feigert found evidence supportive of theories 

62Bowman, Ippolito, and Donaldson, "Grassroots Activism," pp. 139. 
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which assign purposive incentives the higher priority among Amateurs. 63 

Alternatively, Herbert Jacob found evidence of an overall preference for 

power, prestiege, and nurturance. 64 Admittedly, the latter reference is 

to research conducted more than a decade ago. The present study will 

attempt to clarify the nature and extent of this controversial and 

conceptual linkage between incentive for political participation and style. 

With respect to ideology, one noted scholar suggestd that the 

concept is one of the most frequently cited and inadequately understood 

subjects of empirical inquiry. 65 In more precise terms, David Minar notes 

that "Ideology is often the term pressed into service as a delusory 

explanation of the residuum that nothing else accounts for. n66 Many 

researchers avoid such pitfalls by neglecting to define the term at all. 

At least one conceptualization of ideology appears to provide a clear 

basis for differentiating among styles of political participation. 

I am referring to the term as defined by Edward Shils. 6 7 In listing 

63conway and Feigert, 11 Incentive Systems I II pp. 1172-73. 

64Herbert Jacob I 11 Initial Recruitment of Elected Officials in the 
U .S.A.-A Model," Journal of Politics,xxrv (November, 1962), 703-16. 

65samuel H. Barnes, "Ideology and the Organization of Conflict: 
On the Relationship Between Political Thought and Behavior, 11 Journal 
of Politics, XXVIII (August, 1965), 513. 

66navid W. Minar, "Ideology and Political Behavior, 11 Midwest 
Journal of Political Science, V (November, 1961), 328. 

67Edward Shils, "Ideology and Civility: On the Politics of the 
Intellectual, 11 Sewanee Review ,LXVI (May, 1958), 450-80. 
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the essential characteristics of the "ideological politician," Shils comes 

close to capturing several of the central elements of the Amateur style. 

Such an individual is said to believe that all virtue lies at one pole or 

the other of a much-abused liberal and conservative continuum. He has 

a clear, concise, and coherent set of beliefs, is not irrational in certain 

senses, is well-educated, and is not to be confused with radicals, 

lunatics, or fanatics. 

The perception of virtue as a "black and white" consideration is 

important to any mutual dealing with ideology and style. It would 

seem, given the above observation, that the pure Amateur might tend to 

locate, in terms of is sue saliency or intensity, closer to the extreme 

or polar position. For the pure Amateur, the correct or proper choice 

is clear. It allows no compromise and will not be watered down. This 

choice must be associated with an extremism whether the continuum 

employed measures liberalism-conservatism or virtually any dimension 

which one might select. 

As previously mentioned, Clark and Soule found liberalism and 

conservatism invalid criteria for differentiating among styles. It must 

be noted, however, that while many investigations have indicated that 

ideological content or direction is not crucial, the possible 

relationship between style and ideological saliency is another question. 

The importance of this limited approach becomes clear when one pauses 

to consider that within a politic-al party as reportedly homogeneous as 
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is the Republican party, the likelihood of uncovering notable ideological 

disparities on the basis of content or direction is small indeed. While 

specific operational procedures are included in a subsequent chapter, it 

can be stated here that issue saliency or intensity will be evaluated as a 

possible correlate of style. The terms "liberal" and "conservative" will 

be used, not in the broad sense such as might denote a belief system, 

but only as directional labels. 

Presentation of Hypotheses 

Socio-Economic Correlates 

It is hypothesized that both traditional socio-economic 
characteristics as well as those dealing more directly with 
political socialization will prove a valid means of differentiating 
between styles of political party activism. 

Specifically, such factors as age, income, sex, education, 

family background, and party service longevity will be evaluated as 

they might evidence relationships with participatory style. 

Incentives for Maintenence of Political Activism 

It is hypothesized, in accordance with current conceptualizations 
of Amateur and Professional styles, that the Amateur will 
demonstrate: a more notable preference for incentives of the 
solidary and purposive varieties than will the Professional. 
Similarly, the Professional will demonstrate a greater preference 
for material incentives than will the Amateur. 

Issue-Saliency or Intensitr 

It is hypothesized that the intensity or saliency of liberal-
conservative response or stance with respect to current issues, 
will prove a valid means 0f differentiation between styles of 
politic al participation. 



CHAPTER V 

SOURCE AND NATURE OF THE DATA: 

METHODOLOGY 

The data for this present study was drawn from a larger and more 

energetic effort. In the Fall of 1972, Dr. Thomas Roback, Assistant 

Professor of Political Science at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 

University, launched a research project whose formal title is The 

National Republican Leadership Project. Mail questionnaires were sent 

to each of the delegates to the 1972 Republican National Convention. 

Each of the initially mailed packets contained a letter of introduction 

and explanation composed by the project director. The packet also 

included an endorsement by the Governor of Virginia and finally, an 

individually typed and personally signed letter from one of Virginia's 

Republican Congressmen. The initial mailing was supplemented by 

both post card reminders and a final remailing of the questionnaire with 

only the letter of introduction. 

It is felt that the intensive follow-up campaign coupled with a 

uniquely personalized original endorsement by a U.S. Congressman, 

accounted for an unusually high rate of return. Specifically, 82 8 

usable questionnaires were returned,.·c·onstituting approximately 62 

34 
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percent of the delegate universe. 

The actual questionnaire was a comprehensive nine-page effort 

which was comprised of both open and closed items. There were ninety-

four items which dealt with numerous considerations including, but not 

limited to, recruitment, incentives, issue-orientation, political 

socialization, economic factors, and the participatory style which is of 

direct relevance to this study. The lengthy coding process provides for 

172 separate variables. 

The major portion of the statistical analysis for this study was 

accomplished through use of SPSS. 68 This packaged program was used 

in conjunction with the computer facility at Virginia Tech. It is a twin 

IBM 3 70 configuration. 

At this point I shall deal with the precise methods employed in 

developing and computing the primary methodological measure used in 

this study. The questionnaire items appearing in Appendix I-A were 

used to construct a measure of intensity. Possible responses ranged 

from "Strongly Agree" to 11 Strongly Disagree." Although item 51 was 

originally presented as a dichotomous variable, it was felt that its 

relevance to the essential differences between Amateurs and Professionals, 

dictated its inclusion as a component of the intensity index. The final 

68N orman H. Nie, Dale H. Bent, and C. Hadlai Hull, Statistical 
Package for the Social Sciences (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1970). 
See especially, Chap. 12 on crosstabulation, Chap. 13 on Pearson Rank-
Order Correlation, Chap. 15 on_ Multiple Step-Wise Regression. 
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index was based upon eleven items. 69 

The value of an individual intensity score ranges from a possible 

low of 1.18 to a possible high of 3. 81. Appendix II-A describes the 

series of programming statements used to compute the intensity index 

(AMPRO). Provision was made for inclusion of scores for individuals 

who did not respond to all of the eleven items. The summed intensity 

responses were divided by the number of items answered. TABLE 1 

presents the raw distribution of Amateur-Professional intensity scores 

computed for 828 delegates. 

I have stressed the word "intensity" for important reasons. This 

index bears little similarity to one which might be based upon responses 

which have been dichotomized to reflect simply "either-or" direction. 

For example, an individual who responded to between three and five 

items in the Amateur direction (a score of 3. 81 equates to the highest 

possible Amateur intensity) may have achieved an index score of 

between 1. 5 4 and 2. 9 0 while a person responding in the same direction 

to between six and eight items may achieve a score ranging from 2 0 09 

69soule and Clark developed a ten-item index based upon summed 
responses to Likert-type questions in "Amateurs and Professional," and 
Wright used a four-item scale which was unidemensional in the Guttman 
sense and tapped the same essential stylistic preferences in "Ideological-
Pragmatic Orientations." Inherent in both schemes is the perception of 
style as a point on a continuum. The specific dimensions which Clark 
and Soule felt to be present in their items included; intra-party 
democracy, willingness to compromise, preoccupation with winning, 
programmatic parties 1 and citizen's role. Factor analysis of data for the 
present study indicated that "citizen's role" did not achieve significant 
loading, while other dimensions did so. 
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TABLE 1 

RAW DISTRIBUTION OF AMATEUR-PROFESSIONAL INTENSITY 
SCORES BASED UPON ELEVEN ITEMS 

Intensity Absolute Relative Cumulative 
Score Frequency Frequency Frequency 

(AMP RO) (Percent) (Percent) 

1. 5 6 1 0.1 0.2 

1.60 1 0.1 0.4 

1.64 1 0.1 0.5 

1. 73 2 0.2 0.7 

1.82 6 0.7 1.5 

1.90 1 0.1 1. 6 

1. 91 4 0.5 2.1 

2.00 8 1.0 3.0 

2.09 16 1.9 5.0 

2.10 1 0.1 5.1 

2 .11 2 0.2 5.3 

2.14 2 0.2 5.6 

2.18 23 2.8 8.3 

2.20 4 0.5 8.8 

2.22 2 0.2 9.1 

2.27 31 3.7 12.8 

2.33 4 0.5 13.3 
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TABLE 1-Continued 

Intensity Absolute Relative Cumulative 
Score Frequency Frequency Frequency 

(Percent) (Percent) 

2.36 39 4.7 18.0 

2.38 1 0.1 18.1 

2.40 2 0.2 18.4 

2.43 1 0.1 18.5 

2.44 3 0.4 18.9 

2.45 75 9.1 27.9 

2.50 7 0.8 28.8 

2.55 100 12.1 40.9 

2.56 11 1.3 42.2 

2.57 2 0.2 42.4 

2.60 5 0.6 43.0 

2.64 120 14.5 5 7 .6 

2.67 6 0.7 58.3 

2.70 8 1.0 59.3 

2.73 81 9.8 69.0 

2.75 4 0.5 69.5 

2.78 7 0.8 70.4 

2.80 1 0.1 70.5 

2.82 76 9.2 79.7 
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TABLE I-Continued 

Intensity Absolute Relative Cumulative 
Score Frequency Frequency Frequency 

(Percent) (Percent)· 

2.86 1 0.1 79.8 
/ 

2.89 3 0.4 80.2 

2.90 4 0.5 80.7 

2.91 51 6.2 86.8 

3.00 49 5.9 92.7 

3.09 23 2.7 95.4 

3.10 2 0.2 95.6 

3.11 1 0.1 95.8 

3.13 1 0.1 95.9 

3.18 17 2.1 9.7 .9 

3.22 1 0.1 98.1 

3.27 7 0.8 98.9 

3.33 1 0.1 99.0 

3.36 1 0.1 99.2 

3.45 4 0.5 99.6 

3.55 1 0.1 99.8 

3.64 1 0.1 99.9 

3.70 1 0.1 100.0 

Totals 828 100.0 ·100.0 

Mean= 2 .630 
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to 3. 45. It can be seen that there is considerable overlap throughout the 

index. It is not possible to readily equate a given intensity score with 

the actual number of responses in one or the other stylistic direction. Yet 

it is argued that the concept of intensity may have a crucial role to play 

in the differentiation among opposing styles. The alternative approach 

would be to simply dichotomize all eleven items and then to compute a 

score which equated to the number of responses in either the Amateur or 

Professional direction. This would eliminate the information provided by 

a Likert-type arrangement of the items. 

The latter approach was adopted by Clark and Soule in their study 

of Amateur and Professional delegates to the 1968 Democratic National 

Convention. ?O The researchers computed a final index by means of 

crosstabulating dichotomized item-response scores with a single item 

which was included in this present study. The item specifically dealt 

with the nature of one's party work: year in-year out efforts as opposed 

to involvement only with specific issues and candidates. It was found 

that only 12. 2 pe:~cent of the delegates included in our study indicated 

other than a continual or "come what may" attitude. Thus a cross-

tabulation with that item would have proved inappropriate in this instance. 

The problem was to find a means of including the concept of 

intensity while applying realistic controls and valid reasons for choosing 

70soule and Clark, "Amateurs and Professionals," pp. 891. 



41 

cut-points within an index characterized by severe overlap. For 

example, looking again at the intensity index, it can be seen that 2 .SO 

is numerically equivalent to the mid-point on said index. But this score 

might be achieved either by virtue of a few responses in the Amateur 

direction of great intensity coupled with a majority of responses in the 

Professional direction of mild intensity, or vice versa. It is clearly 

spurious to assign such individuals to a central stylistic position 

when they have demonstrated, in terms of number of responses in one 

particular direction, that they do have an overall stylistic proclivity. 

The next step toward solving this dilemma included computation 

of an index which summed the number of responses in either stylistic 

direction after dichotomization of the eleven items. In order to expand 

the index and render it more workable, a score of two ( 2) was added 

for every item answered in the Amateur direction. Final scores were 

again divided by the number of items completed in order to include 

information for individuals not responding to all of the eleven items. 

Final scores ranged from a possible low of 0. 0 (no responses in the 

Amateur direction) to a possible high of 2. 0 (eleven responses in the 

Amateur direction). TABLE 2 presents the raw distribution of scores 

derived in the above manner. Specific computational statements are 

found in Appendix II-B. Correlation of the intensity (AMPRO) index 

with this new index (ITEMSUM) resulted in a Pearson Correlation of 

greater than • 90. Thus the assumption that both indices were actually 
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TABLE 2 

RAW DISTRIBUTION OF SUMMED AMATEUR-PROFESSIONAL 
RESPONSES OVER ELEVEN DICHOTOMIZED ITEMS 

ITEMS UM Absolute Relative Cumulative 
Value Frequency Frequency Frequency 

(Percent) (Percent) 

0.16 3 0.4 0.4 

0 .18 4 0.5 0.8 

0.20 1 0.1 1.0 

0.36 16 1.9 2.9 

0.40 2 0.2 3.1 

0.44 1 0.1 3.3 

0.55 29 3o5 6.8 

0. 5 7 1 0.1 6.9 

0.60 5 0.6 7.5 

0.67 4 0.5 8.0 

0.73 51 6.2 14.1 

0. 75 1 Ool 14.3 

0.80 2 0.2 14.5 

0.86 2 0.2 14.8 

0.89 9 1.1 15.8 

0.91 109 13.2 29.0 

1.00 9 1. 1 30.1 

L09 158 19.1 49.2 
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TABLE 2-Continued 

ITEM SUM Absolute Relative Cumulative 
Value Frequency Frequency Frequency 

(Percent) (Percent) 

1.11 11 1.3 50.5 

1.14 2 0.2 50.8 

1. 20 6 0.7 51.5 

1.25 2 0.2 51.8 

1.27 152 18.4 70.1 

1.33 10 1.2 71.3 

1.40 12 1.5 72.8 

1.43 1 0.1 72.9 

1.45 107 12.9 85.9 

1.50 2 0.2 . 86 .1 

1.56 6 0.7 86.8 

1.60 1 0.1 86.9 

1.64 79 9.6 96.5 

1. 75 2 0.2 96.7 

1. 78 1 0.1 96.9 

1.80 3 0.4 97.2 

1.82 22 2.7 99.9 

2.00 1 0.1 100.0 

Totals 827 100.0 100.0 * 

Mean= 1.161 Cumulative figures are subject to computer rounding. 
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measuring the same phenomenon, but by slightly differing methods, was 

confirmed. 

In effect, the quest was for a method of combining the desireable 

properties of both indices into a single measure. It is felt that this was 

accomplished in the following manner. A program was developed which 

would compare ITEMSUM (summed responses in either direction after 

dichotomization) with the mean of all possible intensity scores for that 

specific ITEMS UM. Again, provision was made for inclusion of 

delegates who had not completed all items. 

-The following example illustrates the procedure. Suppose a 

delegate responded in the Amateur direction to five of eleven items. 

He would achieve an ITEMS UM score of • 909, while his intensity or 

AMPRO score would fall between 1. 909 and 2. 909. The mean intensity 

score would be 2. 409 in this instance. ITEMSUM would then be 

compared with AMPRO and if intensity were less than or equal to 2. 409, 

a new index value (APINDEX) of four would be assigned. Alternately, 

if AMPRO were greater than 2. 409, an APINDEX value of six would be 

assigned to that individual. In this manner ITEMSUM was compared with 

with the AMPRO mean for that value, and each individual was assigned 

an APINDEX score ranging from zero to eleven. Appendix II-C describes 

the series of programming statements developed to compute the new and 

combined index for each of the 828 delegates. TABLE 3 presents the 

distribution of .APINDEX scores .across the eleven categories. 
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TABLE 3 

ORIGINAL DISTRIBUTION OF APINDEX SCORES 
OVER ELEVEN CATEGORIES 

APINDEX Absolute Relative Cumulative 
Value Frequency Frequency Frequency 

(Percent) (Percent) 

o.o 3 0.5 Oo5 

1.0 5 0.6 1.1 

2.0 16 1.9 3.0 

3.0** 33 4.0 7.0 

4.0 60 7.3 14.2 

5.0 144 17.4 31.6 

6. 0 ** 211 25.5 57.1 

7.0 165 20.0 77.0 

8. 0 ** 117 14.0 91. l 

9.0 51 6.2 97.2 

10.0 22 208 99.9 

11. 0 1 0.1 100.0 

Total 828 100.0 100.0 

** Arbitrary cut-points discussed in text, pages 48-49. 
Mean=6.21 
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It can be seen that the above procedure assigns a critical role to 

intensity in the filling of categories, while consideration of ITEMSUM 

provides a realistic recognition of the actual number of responses in 

either the Amateur or Professional direction. Although not specifically 

shown, it is noted that little difference exists between ITEMS UM and 

APINDEX within the extreme categories. However, in the center range, 

where the larger portions of delegates are located, there occurs a 

noticeable exchange. Cros stabulation of the two earlier indices caused 

an influx into category six and, to a lesser degree, in category five. 

In general, inclusion of the intensity consideration appears to have 

shifted some individuals into slightly less Amateur categories. APINDEX 

indicates an overall preference for the Amateur style if one selects as the 

threshold six or more items answered in the Amateur direction. 

Such preference is approximately 68. S percent. The original ITEMSUM 

index placed 71. 0 percent of the delegates in the Amateur half of the index. 

It is felt that additional comment is warranted concerning the 

category shifting which results from crosstabulation of the first two 

indices. Inspection of the response distribution on an item-by-item 

basis revealed an interesting phenomenon. There was, as indicated 

above, an overall preference for response in the Amateur direction. Yet, 

for two of the items, one can see in TABLE 4 an appreciable and strong 

Professional response. The items in question are those dealing with 

"Candidate Support Regardless (item 101) and "Winning vs. Principles 11 
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TABLE 4 

DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONSES TO ITEMS COMPRISING 
AMATEUR-PROFESSIONAL INDICES 

VAR# and Professional - Direction -Amateur 
Description 

I I Strong Weak Weak Strong 

VARlOO 2.4 38.0 45·.1 13 .6 * 
Arbitrary 
Decisions 

VARlOl 22.4 37.9 30.3 8.9 
Nominate 
Winners 

VAR102 2.8 19.4 50 .1 ' 26.1 
Principles 
vs. Votes 

VAR103 9.2 32.1 49.3 6.4 
Supress 
Discussion 

VAR104 1. 7 17.7 51.9 26.9 
Ideals vs. 
Victory 

VAR105 9.1 39.2 44.8 5.0 
Avoid Contr. 
Issues 

VAR106 13.1 43.6 35. 7 6.2 
Support 
Nominee 

VAR107 4.3 26.4 54.6 13.0 
Vague 
Platforms 

VAR108 3.5 31.0 43.5 20.0 
Volunteers 
vs • Regulrs • 

* Missing values prevent some rows from totaling 100 percent. 
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(item 106). Specifically, item 101found22.4 percent of the delegates 

se'lecting the strongly Professional response and item 106 found 13 .1 

percent doing likewise. 

This appears to indicate something of great importance to stylistic 

conceptualization of political activists. While many individuals 

selected a majority of responses in the Amateur direction, an appreciable 

number of these individuals apparently felt compelled to select the 

strongly Professional response to a few items. Such individuals are 

particularly interesting to the investigator of differing stylistic 

approaches to political activism. They would appear to experience a 

fundamental conflict between what they would like and what they 

recognize as reality. Alternatively, ,; the pure Amateur has hurdled 

the barriers and is not now, if he ever was, troubled by such "facts" 

of political life. Put another way, one might argue that persons locating 

in category six of the APINDEX are stylistic "fence-sitters. 11 An 

understanding of the underlying reasons for their eventual fall from this 

"fence" into one or the other of the stylistic preferences, should such 

ever take place, would be of tremendous importance to politician and 

political scientist alike o 

To continue with procedures involving refinement of APINDEX, it 

was noted that cros stabulation of ITEMS UM with AMPRO means yielded 

eleven distinct categories. But eleven is not a workable number for 

meaningful crosstabulation analysis, and it was necessary to determine 
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theoretically justifiable cutting points which would collapse and reduce 

the number of style categories. The final decision was, inescapably, 

not defensable on purely methodological grounds. One might choose the 

numerical mid-point of the eleven category index. In such an instance, 

a point between fhe and six {items selected in either direction) would 

constitute the index center. Individuals with APINDEX scores higher or 

lower would be classified accordingly. One problem with this scheme is 

that, while an individual has achieved a score of six, this does not mean 

that he actually answered a majority of items with the Amateur response. 

In fact, individuals who selected exactly six such responses would 

ultimately locate in either category five or seven depending upon the 

results of crosstabulation with the AMPRO or intensity mean. 

I have elected to use the overall APINDEX mean of 6 • 21 as an aid 

in selecting cutting points. This mean reflects the Amateur bias of all 

responses and falls between categories six and seven. Again, it may 

well be that conceptual clarity would be best served by using a point 

between categories five and six as the index center. One might 

certainly make a strong case for such an approach. My selection of a 

center point has the effect of placing the majority of delegates in the 

Professional "half" of the index. Such an approach seems to cause no 

conceptual conflicts unless one falls prey to an overemphasis upon 

the labels applied. Regardless of the labels one chooses to describe 

categories, the fact remains that the central categories do not lend 



50 

themselves to concise interpretation. They are filled by individuals with 

conflictive values and aspirations. It' seems that the only truly important 

point is that an individual with an APINDEX value of six has demonstrated 

both in terms of total responses and intensity, a predisposition more in 

keeping with the conceptualization of Professional style than has a 

person achieving some higher index score. Relative position is the key. 

The final selection of cutting points was then: categories zero 

through three were collapsed and will be referred to in future discussion 

as Strong Professionals or SP's; categories four through six, Conflictive 

Professionals or CP's; categories seven through eight, Conflictive 

Amateurs or CA' s; and categories nine through eleven, Strong Amateurs 

or SA' s. The final distribution was as follows: Strong Professionals, 

6.9 percent (n=57); Conflictive Professionals, 50.2 percent (n=415); 

Conflictive Amateurs, 34. 0 percent (n=281); Strong Amateurs, 9. 0 

percent (n=7 4) • 

Perhaps a few additional observations are in order concerning 

construction of the final combined APINDEX which constitutes the 

primary methodological measure in this study. In the search for a 

meaningful, sensitive, and discriminatory measure, numerous approaches 

were tested. Alternate three and four-fold categories were constructed 

either completely on the basis of intensity, summed and dichotomized 

responses, or a combination of both. Crosstabulation of an index with 

a single item was felt to distort- the data by drastically inflating the 
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importance of said item. Some efforts were, in retrospect, guilty of 

juggling in order to fit the data to intuitive expectations. Other attempts 

were aimed at capturing and reflecting the Amateur bias of the responses. 

It seems that attempts to deal with intensity are especially 

vulnerable to distorted interpretations. This is true when certain items 

which comprise portions of an index prove more 11 popular 11 or are 

weighted in one direction. In such instances, individual intensity scores 

may not reflect a few intense responses in one direction and many mild 

responses in the opposite direction. This problem is not felt to be a 

serious inhibitor of accurate discrimination within extreme categories or 

portions of the index,but can lead to placement of individuals in cells or 

categories adjacent to those in which they perhaps better belong. 71 

For example, given the discussed method of crosstabulation and 

final index value assignment, a respondent never finally resides in that 

category into which he falls on the basis of ITEMSUM score alone. He 

is thrown into either adjacent category by virtue of his intensity score. 

Again, while the danger of creating "displaced persons" is not a great 

consideration among extreme categories because of the more stringent 

entrance requirements associated with admittance, it will always exist. 

71The potential for "displaced persons" is inversely related to the 
number of possible categories. In the case of Clark and Soule, "Amateurs 
and Professionals, 11 pp. 892, three final groups were used. Given the 
eleven original APINDEX categories in the present study, severe 
conceptual dislocations appear less likely. Whether a person belongs 
better in the CP or CA group is important but not crucial • When the 
choice is between center or extreme, we have more problems. 



52 

The middle or Conflictive categories must be examined with the full 

understanding that potential for ill-placement exists to a greater extent 

than is true with respect to extremes. Finally, it is felt that the APINDEX 

represents an honest attempt to reflect the stylistic dispositions 

manifested by the data. If intensity is to be recog)I1ized as a legitimate 

component of a sty le .index, as I have argued, one must allow the data 

to tell its own story. 



CHAPTER VI 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS OF DELEGATES 
TO THE 1972 REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION: 

SEEKING CORRELATES WITH AMATEUR 
AND PROFESSIONAL STYLES 

While this chapter is primarily concerned with investigation of 

social and economic characteristics as they might relate to stylistic 

orientations, it begins with a discussion of social attributes of the 

delegates as a single unit. It is felt that the homogeneity of the entire 

sample deserves specific attention and emphasis in that any potential 

relationships or instances of disparity which follow are not likely to be , 

nor should one expect them to be, large. The fact that they do occur · 

at all in a sample of the present composition is, in itself, meaningful. 

The use of such terms as "typical", or "modal" with respect to 

delegates are of questionable utility. They can easily become sources 

of distorted interpretation. With this thought in mind the following 

discussion concerns itself with an admittedly general but hopefully 

meaningful profile of the delegates to the 1972 Republican National 

Convention. The vast majority of delegates were male, Caucasian, 

Protestant, and married. More than 37 percent of the 827 respondents 

were between the ages of forty-one and fifty, and 20. 8 percent were 

between fifty-one and sixty. Nearly sixty-three percent had completed 

53 
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at least four years of college. More than ninety-three percent of the 

delegates reported incomes in excess of 15,000 dollars annually. The 

majority of delegates classified themselves as business or professional 

with respect to occupation. More than 64 percent of all delegates had 

been active in the GOP for more than eleven years, and approximately half 

of all delegates had run for political office. The vast majority of all 

respondents were attending their first National Convention, yet felt 

themselves to be well informed on most major issues. Most did, however, 

admit confusion concerning the positions and interests of certain minority 

groups such as women and blacks o Nearly fifty-seven percent of the 

delegates resided in communities of twenty thousand or more persons. 

Only thirteen percent were from rural backgrounds. Most persons had 

resided in their present community for the greater portion of their lives. 

Appendix IV presents specific percentages concerning many of the 

characteristics discussed above and later in this chapter. 

At this point the investigation turns to an examination of selected 

socio-economic characteristics as well as certain factors commonly 

associated with political socialization. It was hypothesized in Chapter 

IV that such variables would prove a valid means of differentiating 

among contrasting styles of political party activism. Specifically, 

this chapter will examine possible relationships between Amateur-

Profes sionalism and traditionally considered variables such as age, 

income, education, sex, and occupation. Those factors dealing with 

political considerations will indude length of party service, involvement 
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with previous convention activities, reasons and specific events affecting 

initial political involvement, and similar concerns. The first in a series 

of crosstabulations appears below. 72 

TABLE 5 

CROSSTABULATION OF AMATEUR-PROFESSIONAL (APINDEX) 
SCORES WITH AGES OF DELEGATES TO THE 19 72 

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION 

Delegate Age 
Amateur-Professional Orientation (APINDEX) 

Strong Pro. Confl. Pro. Confl. AM. Strong AM. 
(1) ( 2) ( 3 ) (4) 

2 
18-30 8.7(05) 7 .3(030) 11. 5 (032) 16.2(12) 

31-40 21.1(12) 18 .1(07 4) 18.0(050) 20.3(15) 

41-50 40.4(23) 38.2(156) 36.3(101) 35.1(26) 

Over 50 29.8(17) 36.4(149) 34. 2 (095) 28.4(21) 

Total 100.0(57) 100.0(409) 100.0(278) 100.0(74) 

R T 
0 0 
WT 

A 
L 

9.6 

18.5 

37.4 

34.5 

100.0 

gamma = - .12~ failed to achieve significance. Figures percentaged by 
column, parentheses contain N. 

72 In crosstabulations involving APINDEX and other variables, gamma 
will be the statistical measure of association where only ordinal data is 
involved. Where gamma is not appropriate, the contingency coefficient 
is reported. Significance will be interpreted at the • 05 level. Failure 
to achieve significance will be noted by an asterisk ( *) following the 
measure of association. Chi square will be the significance test. For 
a dl.iscussion of these measures see Theodore R. Anderson and Morris 
Zelditch, Jr., A Basic Course in Statistics(2nd ed., New York: Holt, 
Rinehart, and Winston, Inc., 1968), p. 153-60. 
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The crosstabulation of style with age resulted in a weak gamma of 

- .12~ but there are certain observations which can be made. Of the 

Strong Amateurs, 16. 2 percent located in the youngest age category as 

opposed to only 8. 7 percent of the Strong Professionals. Similarly, 

a higher percentage of Conflictive Amateurs than Conflictive Professionals 

located in this age group. There is little noticeable differentiation 

evident in the remaining age groups with regard to style. One observation 

does appear to warrant discussion. All style categories show a reduction 

in percentage composition within the oldest age group. Strong 

Professionals showed the greatest reduction from 40. 4 percent to 29. 8 

percent, and Strong Amateurs the second greatest reduction from 35 .1 

percent to 2 8. 4 percent. 

While it is not the intent of this study to involve itself in theories 

bearing upon causality, the above observation provides too tempting a 

target to avoid speculation entirely. The above pattern might be viewed 

as representative of a "mellowing" which comes with lengthened party 

participation. It seems reasonable to assume that individuals with 

extreme styles will encounter more instances of frustration and 

negative reinforcement, and that their styles will moderate. It was 

also indicated that the SP style suffers somewhat more than d¢-~s.that of 

the SA' s. This is less surprising when one recalls that while negative 

reinforcement might be more frequently encountered by SA' s, initial 

commi1ment can come close to religious zeal which might thrive on 
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adversity. Without going quite so far afield, it can be stated that while 

association is slight, higher percentages of Amateurs of both intensities 

were found to locate in the youngest age group. The next crosstabulation 

involves style and annual income. 

TABLE 6 

CROSSTABULATION OF AMATEUR-PROFESSIONAL STYLE 
WITH ANNUAL INCOME OF DELEGATES 

Annual Income Amateur-Professional Orientation (APINDEX} 
$ 

Strong Pro. Confl. Pro. Confl. Am. Strong Am. 
(1} ( 2) ( 3 } (4) 

Under 10, 000 3. 6(02} 2 3. 0(012} 6.5(018} 8.5(06} 

10,000-14,999 12.5(07} 10.9(044} 12.0(033} 15.5(11} 

15,000-24,999 16.1(09} 26. 7(108} 29.3(081} 31. 0(22) 

Over 25 ,000 67.9(38} 59.5(241) 52.2(144) 45.1(32} 

Total 100.0(56) 100.0(405) 100.0(276) 100.0(71) 

R T 
0 0 
w T 

A 
L 

4.7 

11.8 

27.2 

56.3 

100.0 

gamma = - .19, found to be significant. 2Figures percentaged by column, 
figures in paren. represent N. 

Looking first at extreme styles, one finds 3 • 6 percent of the SP' s 

and 8. 5 percent of the SA' s in the "under 10, 000 11 category. With 

respect to the central style groups, the table shows a similar pattern. 

Nearly twice the percentage of Conflictive Amateurs as opposed to 

Conflictive Professionals fall into this category of lowest income. With 

respect to the next higher income bracket, Amateurs of both intensities 
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show higher percentages than do both Professional styles. This pattern 

continues until the highest income category is reached. Here there 

occurs a noticeable shift which results in the greatest indication of 

disparity. Specifically, nearly 68. 0 percent of the Strong Professionals 

reported incomes in excess of 25, 000 dollars while 45 .1 percent of the 

Strong Amateurs did so. Similar observations can be made with respect 

the central style categories where a higher percentage of CP' s reported 

the highest income. Given the generally accepted relationship between 

age and income, the findings in TABLE 6 are supportive of those in the 

previous crosstabulation of style with age. The measure of association 

is weak but significant. 

The next comparison involves style and educational attainment. 

The results of this crosstabulation are reported in TABLE 7 which appears 

on the following page. The measure of association was .11 in this 

instance,and was found to be significant. With respect to all style 

categories, there is negligible differentiation at the lowest level of 

educational attainment or "high school or less. 11 However, at the next 

higher level, only 18.2 percent of the SP's and 31.0 percent of the SA's 

indicated 11 some college." This is the single greatest indication of 

stylistic differentiation within the table. It is not, however, the 

beg inning of a pattern. Alternatively, Z 7 .1 percent of the SP' s and 17. 3 

percent of the SA' s indicated attainment at the 11 masters" level. Finally, 

a slightly higher percentage of Strong Professionals as opposed to 
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Strong Amateurs held doctorates. While the measure of association is 

weak, it appears non-supportive of the previously mentioned contention 

that Amateurs are better educated than Professionals. This was found 

to hold true with respect to only one category which was "high. school 

or less." 

TABLE 7 

CROSSTABULATION OF AMATEUR-PROFESSIONAL STYLE 
WITH EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF DELEGATES 

R T Educational Amateur-Professional Orientation (APINDEX) 0 0 Attainment 

Strong Pro., Confl. Pro. Confl. Am. 
(1) (2) ( 3) 

I 

H • S • or Less 1 0 • 9 ( O 6) 2 8.9(037) 8.2(23) 

Some College 18. 2 (10) 26.1(108) 30.1(84) 

College Grad. 21. 8(12) 21.6(097) 24.7(69) 

Masters 27.1(15) 20.4(076) 17.7(49) 

Doctorate 22.0(12) 23.0(095) 19.3(54) 

WT 
Strong Am. A 

( 4) L 

9.5(07) 8.8 

31.0(23) 27.4 

21.9(16) 23.6 

17.3(13) 18.7 

20.3(15) 21.5 

Total 100.0(55) 100.0(413) 100.0(279) 100.0(74) 100.0 

gamma = .11, found to be significant: 2Figures percentaged by column, 
Figures in paren. represent N. 

The next investigation deals with the possible relationship between 

style and sex. The measure of association in this instance was .10 

which, while found to be significant, indicates only the weakest possible 

relationship. The following observations can, however, be made. 
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TABLE 8 

CROSSTABULATION OF AMATEUR-PROFESSIONAL STYLE 
WITH DELEGATE SEX 

Sex of 
Delegate 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Amateur-Professional Orientation (APINDEX) 

Strong Pro. Confl. Pro. Confl. Am. 
(1) (2) (3) 

73.7(42) 2 68. 8(282) 6004(168) 

26.3(15) 31.2(128) 39.6(110) 

100.0(57) 100 .0(410) 100.0(278) 

Strong Am. 
( 4 ) 

58.9(43) 

41.1 (30) 

100. 0(73) 

R T 
0 0 
WT 

A 
L 

65.4 

34.6 

100.0 

ContingencyCoeff. = .10, found significant. 2Figures percentaged by 
column, figures in paren o represent N. 

Nearly 74 percent of the Strong Professionals were male as opposed 

to 5 9 percent of the Strong Amateurs. When one looks at the 

comparison from the perspective of sex as the independent variable, it 

is seen that 60 percent of the males were of either Professional 

persuasion as opposed to 5 0. 5 percent of all females. It can be stated 

that although the relationship is slight, Amateurism appears to be a 

more preferred style among women than among men. 

The last of the more traditional variables crosstabulated with style 

is occupation. The resulti;; of this comparison appear in TABLE 9 on the 

following page. In this instance the C 0 C 0 was .13. It was found 

that 51 percent of the Strong Professionals located in the sizeable 
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"Professional 11 category while 4 2 percent of the Strong Amateurs did 

likewise. 

TABLE 9 

CROSSTABULATION OF AMATEUR-PROFESSIONAL STYLE 
WITH DELEGATE OCCUPATION 

Delegate Amateur-Professional Orientation (APINDEX) 
Occupation 

Strong Pro. Confl .Pro. Confl. Am. Strong Am. 
(1) ( 2) ( 3) ( 4) 

Professional 51.0(26) 2 41.3(165) 41. 5 (114) 42.0(29) 

Business 31.4(16) 35.7(143) 26. 5 (073) 30 .4(21) 

Lab. Farmer 2. 0(01) 2.3(009) 5.1(014) 1. 4(01) 

Other* 15 .6(08) 20. 7(083) 26.9(074) 26.2(18) 

R T 
0 0 
WT 

A 
L 

42.0 

31.8 

3.2 

23.0 

Total 10000(51) 100.0(400) 10000(275) 100.0(69) lOOoO 

c.c .-= .13 .,.(., not significant. 2Percents by column, paren. figures=N. 
*The "Other" category included several sparsely represented occupations 

including military, secretarial 0 civil service, clerical 

There is no apparent differentiation with respect to central style 

groups in this instance. The extreme style groups show no differentiation 

with respect to the "Business 11 category, but there is a nearly 10 percent 

difference between Conflictive styles. Specifically, a smaller percentage 

of Conflictive Amateurs is associated with this occupational category. 

There were so few respondents who indicated an occupation of the farmer 

or laborer variety that observations, let alone conclusions, would be 
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hazardous. The "Other" category shows, looking at occupation as the 

independent variable, a slightly higher percentage of Amateurs of both 

intensities. It might be argued that the Amateur orientation is slightly 

more prevalent in the non-business and professional occupational 

categories. Again, the statistical measure of association was weak and 

failed to achieve significance. 

Shifting now to more directly political realms and variables, 

TABLE 10 presents the results of crosstabulating style with two 

indicators of party activity. The first deals with the number of previous 

conventions attended by a delegate. It is immediately evident from this 

crosstabulation, which appears on the following page, that a solid 

majority of the delegates were attending their first convention at the 

national level. Fifty percent of the Strong Professionals and 79 percent 

of the Strong Amateurs were attending for the first time. Similarly, 72 

percent of the CA's and 66 percent of the CP's were attending their first 

national convention. An examination of stylistic extremes with respect 

to 11 second timers 11 reveals a shifting of the direction of disparity. Nearly 

27 percent of the SP's and only 12 .2 percent of the SA's were attending 

their second convention. This trend continues with respect to the 

remaining attendance categories. Specifically, 14. 3 percent of the SP' s 

and 4. 0 percent of the SA' s had attended three or more national 

conventions. Observations clearly support a gamma of - • 22 which 

is one of the stronger measures -0f association in the present series. 
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TABLE 10 

CROSSTABULATION OF AMATEUR-PROFESSIONAL STYLE 
WITH INDICATORS OF LEVEL OF PARTY ACTIVITY 

Activity 
R T 

Amateur-Professional Orientation (APINDEX) 0 0 Indicator WT 

Strong Pro. ConfL. Pro. ConfL. Am. Strong Am. A 
(1) ( 2 ) ( 3) ( 4) L 

Previous 
Conventions 

None 50.0(28)2 66 .1(274) 72.6(204) 79. 7(59) 68.4 

One 26.8(15) 22 .4(093) 18. 9 (05 3) 12.2(09) 20.6 

Two 8.9(05) 6. 7(028) 5.3(015) 4.1(03) 6.1 

Three or More 14.3(08) 4. 8(020) 3.2(009) 4. 0(03) 4.9 

Total 100a0(56) 100 0 0(415) 100.0(281) 100a0(74) 100.0 

gamma = - • 22, significant 

Years GOP 
Activity 

1-5 8. 8(05) 8.2(034) 13.9(039) 27 .8(20) 12.0 

6-10 21.1(12) 23.0(095) 24. 6 (069) 22.2(16) 23.3 

11-15 24.5(14) 22.3(092) 19. 6(055) 23.6(17) 21.6 

16 or More 45.6(26) 46.5(192) 41. 9(118) 26. 4(19) 43.1 

Total 100.0(57) 10000(413) 100.0(281 100. 0(72) 100.0 

gamma - - .16, significant 
2For both sections of the above table, percentages are by column, parens. 
enclose N's. 
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It should be recalled that the Amateur conceptualization allows 

that such persons need not be new entrants into the world of politics. 

While this criterion is not viewed as mandatory, the evidence presented 

in the preceeding crosstabulations makes the following comparison 

particularly relevant. I refer to a comparison, also included in TABLE 

I 0, of style with the number of years active within a party organization. 

Looking at the extreme style categories, one finds nearly 9 percent 

(if the SP's and almost 28 percent of the SA's reporting five or less years 

of party activity. Inspection of the central style categories shows 

similar but lessened differentiation. With respect to style, there is 

little noticeable differentiation in the "six·"to-ten 11 bracket. There is 

a very noticeable difference between extremes with respect to extended 

service. More than 45 percent of the Strong Professionals but only 26. 4 

percent of the Strong Amateurs indicated sixteen or more yaars of active 

party service. A similar,but less vivid, disparity exists within the 

central categories. The measure of association was a gamma of - .16 

in this instance and was found to be significant. It appears that 

although the original conceptualization of the Amateur orientation did 

not stipulate such as mandatory, Amateurism is, in this instance., more 

closely associated with fewer years of active party service than is the 

Professional orientation. 

The investigation turns now to consideration of factors which are 

often restricted to investigations dealing specifically with political 
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socialization and recruitment. The observations which follow are 

included primarily as a basis for general comparison of present data with 

the findings of past research efforts. Tabular presentations are not 

included, but were a part of the actual statistical analysis. In order 

to investigate potential relationships between style and circumstances 

surrounding initial political involvement, APINDEX was crosstabulated 

with a closed item asking delegates to choose among family, school, 

adult peers, and specific events as having triggered initial political 

involvement. Of the available choices, 34 percent of the Strong 

Professionals indicated Family as having provided the primary impetus 

for such involvement. Strong Amateurs selected Family 26 percent of 

the time. Adult Peer Group was selected by 24. 5 percent of the SP 1 s and 

only 12. 3 percent of the SA1 s. The most noticeable differentiation 

occurred with respect to selection of the Specific Events response. 

Forty-two percent of the SA's chose this response as opposed to 28 

percent of the SP' s. 

The above observations, especially those dealing with the 

importance of specific issues and events, appear to support the 

contentions and findings of previous research. They are certainly in 

accordance with stylistic conceptualization of the Amateur which 

appeared earlier in this study. It is in keeping with the Amateur 

orientation for such individuals to manifest a concern and zeal when 

specific issues and dissatisfactions arouse their attention. Causes 
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are one of the trademarks of the Amateur, while generalized goals and 

objectives as well as flexible pursuit of policy considerations are, 

in accordance with the Professional conceptualization. 

The above line of inquiry continues with brief consideration of 

several additional comparisons. Delegates were asked to identify, 

in an open-ended item, specific events which had triggered in.itial 

political involvement. It was found that a higher percentage of 

Professionals of both intensities selected Family as an important 

influence. Disgust with specific political situations and concern for 

specific issues was a much more popular choice among Amateurs than 

Professionals. Finally, the importance of having friends active in 

politics was selected more frequently by Professionals than Amateurs. 

Specifically, 15 percent of the SA' s selected specific issues as opposed 

to 6 percent of the SP' s. Disgust with local or national political 

situations was selected by 14 percent of the SA' s and by 4 percent of 

the SP' s. It would appear that the conceptualization of Amateurs as 

issue-oriented, remains intact. 

One has seen in this study, a series of weak statistical 

relationships which have, however, been generally supportive of 

stylistic conceptualizations. As an additional check of findings, a 

multiple step-wise regression was run with APINDEX as the dependent 

variable. The findings indicated that in all instances, possible 

relationships were weak ones. -Of those selected socio-economic 
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variables dealt with in this chapter, Income was selected as the factor 

which explained the single greatest amount of total variance. 

It is felt that a brief recapping of the findings is in order. 

Comparison of style with delegate age achieved a coefficient of - .12*. 

Amateurs were observed to locate a higher percentage of their ranks 

within the youngest age group than did Professionals. Comparison of 

style with Income achieved one of the stronger measures of association 

with a gamma of .19 and gave indication that Professionals tend to be 

slightly more wealthy than Amateurs. Crosstabulation of style with 

educational attainment gave a gamma of .11 * and indicated that if 

anything, Professionals were slightly better educated than Amateurs. 

Comparison of style with sex achieved a contingency coefficient of 

.10 and gave indication that Amateurism was perhaps slightly more 

prevalent among females. The findings with regard to occupation were 

inconclusive at best. The measure of association was .13 and failed 

to achieve significance. 

Comparison of style with the num~Jer of previous conventions 

achieved a gamma of - • 22 and indicated that Amateurs comprised a 

noticeably higher percentage of convention newcomers than did 

Professionals. Similarly, crosstabulation with the number of years 

of active party service indicated that greater percentages of Professionals 

as opposed to Amateurs, were associated with extended party service. 

Finally, investigation of factors connected with initial political 
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involvement and socialization supported the contention that Amateurs are 

more likely to be triggered into political activism by specific issues or 

concerns. Family and friends were shown to play a more important role 

in the initial involvement of Professionals. 73 

In conclusion, socio-economic characteristics did not appear to 

provide an acceptable or significant means of differentiating between 

styles of political party activism as conceptualized and operationalized 

in this study. In broad terms the hypothesis is rejected, and 

concurrently, the efforts of certain researchers are supported. 7 4 While 

all indications of association were weak, those involving income 

and length of party service approached acceptability. 

73while the role of events and issues as important stimuli among 
Amateurs was supported by Clark and Soule, 11 Amateurs and Professionals 11 1 

p. 892, these authors found that Amateurs tended to value adult peer 
influence more than did Professionals. 

74clark and Soule, "Amateurs and Professionals, 11 pp. 898, and 
Wright, "Ideological-Pragmatic Orientations," pp. 402. 



CHAPTER VII 

A COMPARISON OF PARTICIPATORY STYLE WITH INCENTIVES 
FOR MAINTENANCE OF POLITICAL ACTIVISM 

This chapter concerns itself with the investigation of incentives 

for maintenance of political activism as they might relate to differing 

styles of political participation. It was hypothesized that a preference 

for incentives of the purposive variety would be more closely associated 

with the Amateur style than the Professional. It was argued that such 

preference was in keeping with the conceptualizations as presented in 

this study. Alternatively, it was hypothesized that Professionals would 

demonstrate a preference for materially oriented incentives which was 

stronger than that manifested by Amateurs. 

The basis of the following analysis is a series of crosstabulations 

involving style and the three differing types of incentives as 

conceptualized and defined by Clark and Wilson. ?5 These are material, 

solidary, and purposive. Material incentives, as the term implies, 

deal with anticipated gains in prestige, monetary wealth, better life 

styles, and similar concerns. Solidary incentives include the perceived 

rewards associated with socializing, group activities, and personal 

75 clark and W.ilson, 11 Inc~ntive Systems, 11 pp, 134-37. 
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friendships. Finally, purposive incentives would include concern for 

changing or correcting specific situations, such intangible rewards as 

those gleaned through fulfillment of obligation to party, community, or 

country, and satisfaction with victories over evil policies and causes. 

Appendix I-B lists the questionnaire items designed to tap 

preferences for the above categories of incentives. Appendix III-A 

presents the programming statements which permitted the computation of 

three separate incentive indices for each delegate. These indices are 

referred to as MATCENT (material), SOLCENT (solidary), and PURPCENT 

(purposive) in the crosstabulation and analysis which follows. Each of 

the indices was computed in the same manner. There were four items 

comprising each index. All responses ranged from "Very Important" to 

"Not Important at All. "and were coded from one through four.· The summed 

responses were divided by four, thus permitting a minimum index score 

of one (representing no preference for that type of incentive) and a 

maximum score of four. As with the computation of previous and later 

indices, provision was made for inclusion of incomplete responses. 

Finally, each of the three indices was recoded as fallows to provide 

for four ultimate categories: 1.00 through 2.00==1; 2.01 through 2.50==2; 

2.51through3.00==3; 3.01through4.00==4. 

The first comparison involves style and preference for material 

incentives. The results appear in TABLE 11 on the following page. 
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TABLE 11 

CROSSTABULATION OF AMATEUR-PROFESSIONAL STILE 
WITH PREFERENCE FOR MATERIAL INCENTIVES 

Material Amateur-Professional Orientation (APINDEX) 
Preference 

Level Strong Pro. Confl. Pro. Confl. Am. Strong Am. 

Very Imp ortan t 2 36.9(021) 30.4(126) 20.6(058) 25.7(019) 

Important 29. 8(017) 23. 6(098) 23. 6(066) 24.3(018) 

Not Important 14.0(008) 28. 7(119) 25. 6(072) 20.3(015) 

Not Impt. at All 19.3(011) 17.3(072) 30.2(085) 29.7(022) 

Total 10000(057) 100 0 0(415) 100.0(281) 100. 0(074) 

gamma = - .17, achieved significance 
2Figures percentaged by column, parens. include N. 

It was found that 224 delegates indicated a strong preference for 
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material incentives. This constituted approximately 2 7 percent of all 

respondents. Looking at the stylistic categories, one finds that nearly 

37 percent of the Strong Professionals indicated this strongly favorable 

preference as compared to 25. 7 percent of the Strong Amateurs. 

Inspection of the central style categories shows that 30 percent of the 

CP 1 s and 20 percent of the CA' s indicated this strong preference for 

material incentives. Alternatively, nearly 30 percent of the SA' s 

indicated disregard for such incentive:s while 19. 3 percent of the SP' s 

expressed a similar distaste. The measure of association in this 

instance was a gamma of - .17 which achieved significance. It can be 



72 

stated that a preference for material incentives is more prevalent among 

Professionals of both intensities as opposed to Amateurs. Nearly 6 7 

percent of the SP' s rated material incentives as at least important while 

50 percent of the SA's did so. 

Attention now turns to a crosstabulation of style with preference 

for incentives of the solidary variety. This comparison appears below 

in TABLE 12. 

TABLE 12 

CROSSTABULATION OF AMATEUR-PROFESSIONAL STYLE 
WITH PREFERENCE FOR SOLIDARY INCENTIVES 

Solidary Amateur-Professional Orientation (APINDEX) 
Preference 

Level 
Strong Pro. Confl. Pro. Confl. Am. Strong Am. 

Very Important 56.1(32) 2 45.8(190) 37.7(106) 33. 8(25) 

Important 15. 8(09) 30.8(128) 29.5(083) 33.8(25) 

Not Important 28.1(16) 23 .4(097) 3208(092) 32. 4(24) 
At All 

Total 100.0(57) 100.0(415) 100.0(281) 100.0(74) 

R T 
0 0 
WT 

A 
L 

42.7 

29.6 

27.7 

100.0 

gamma= • 16 I achieved significance. 2 Percents by Column, parens.:?N • 

For this comparison, the two categories indicating weak or non-

existent preference were collapsed. This was done because so few 

delegates selected such responses. No less than 353 or 42. 7 percent 
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of all responding delegates indicated that solidary incentives were 

"Very Important." With respect to stylistic categories, 5 6 percent of 

the SP's indicated such a strong preference, as did nearly 46 percent 

of the CP's. Alternately, 38 percent of the CA's and 34 percent of the 

SA' s indicated a similar attitude toward solidary incentives. With 

dichotomization of styles into all Professionals and all Amateurs, one 

found that 24 percent of all Professionals and 33 percent of all Amateurs 

indicated disregard for such incentives. 

Gamma in this instance was .16, which achieved significance. 

Observations support the contention that solidary incentives are viewed 

with greater favor by Professionals than Amateurs. The results of this 

association are again in keeping with both the conceptualization of the 

Amateur and Professional orientations and specifically supportive of the 

hypothesis with which this chapter is concerned. 

The next and final comparison in this chapter involves style and 

preference for purposive incentives. It was hypothesized that Amateurs 

would demonstrate a stronger preference for such payoffs. · TABLE 13 

reports the results of this comparison and appears on the following page. 

The most striking aspect of the table appears to be the vast preference 

among all stylistic categories for such incentives. Specifically, 695 

delegates or 84 percent of all respondents indicated that such rewards 

were very important to them. Alternatively, only 31 delegates listed 

such incentives as either not very important or not important at all. 
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TABLE 13 

CROSSTABULATION OF AMATEUR-PROFESSIONAL STYLE 
WITH PREFERENCE FOR PURPOSIVE INCENTIVES 

Purposive Amateur-Professional Orientation (APINDEX) 
Preference 

Level Strong Pro.j Confl. Pro. I Confl. Am. Strong Am. 

Very Important 82. 5 (4 7)2 81. 4(338) 86. 8(244) 89.2(66) 

Important 10.5(06) 14.0(058) 11.1(031) 8.1(06) 

Not Important 7. 0(04) 4.6(019) 2.1(006) 2. 7(02) 
At All 

Total 10000(57) 100.0(415) 100.0(281) 100. 0(74) 

R T 
0 0 
WT 

A 
L 

84.0 

12.2 

3.8 

100.0 

gamma=-.18, significa·nt. 2Percentaged by column, parens. =N's. 

This constituted 3. 9 percent of all respondents. The following 

observations are made, even though the heavy preference for purposive 

incentives has a potentially blunting effect upon possible associations. 

The conceptualization of the Amateur orientation would have one 

believe that such persons prize purposive incentives above all others. 

This was found to be true, but was equally true for all style categories. 

More than 89 percent of the Strong Amateurs expressed the hypothesized 

heavy preference. More than 82 percent of the Strong Professionals did 

so. Within the central or Conflictive style groups, again CA' s indicated 

a slightly greater preference for purposive incentives than did CP's. 

Finally, while only 31 delegate-s indicated that such incentives were 
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unimportant, 23 of these persons were of the Professional orientation. 

There appears to be a definite indication, a weak gamma not withstanding, 

that while most delegates valued purposive incentives highly, this 

was more true of Amateurs than Professionals. 

It should be restated that under the purposive heading fall such 

incentives as concern for the rectification of specific situations and 

the support of specific policies and causes. It was previously argued 

that Amateurs show a greater concern for such quests and causes than 

do Professionals. For the pure Amateur, political participation is not 

perceived as a social situation or a polite gathering of like-minded men. 

Fun and games have no place in such an arena as far as the Amateur is 

concerned. Politics is primarily seen as a battle. Gains are not 

measured in dollars or votes, or offices won. They are weighed in terms 

of victory over, or setbacks for, evil and wrong. 

Turning now to a brief recap of findings with respect to incentives, 

the following general observations can be made. The total number of 

delegates was rather evenly divided in terms of the perceived importance 

of material incentives. Nearly 51 percent of all delegates rated such as 

at least important. Material incentives were characterized by the lowest 

degree of consensus. There was, however, a definite indication that 

material incentives were valued by greater percentages of Professionals 

than Amateurs. 

While solidary incentives-were characterized by general favor, 
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( 72 percent of all delegates rated tliem as at least important), 68 percent 

of the combined Amateur groups indicated such a preference as opposed 

to 73 percent of the combined Professional groups. With respect to 

the extreme style categories, 56 percent of the SP's and 33. 8 percent of 

the SA' s felt solidary incentives at least important. 

It was found that purposive incentives were the heavy favorite 

among all stylistic categories with more than 96 percent of all delegates 

selecting such as at least important. Amateurs rated purposive 

incentives even more highly than did Professionals by a margin of 

98 percent to 94 percent. In conclusion, it was found that the hypothesis 

was supported by the findings. Amateurs were found to place heavy 

emphasis upon incentives of the purposive variety, while generally 

rejecting the value or importance of others. This rejection applied 

particularly to material incentives. These findings are in keeping with 

previous research and are supportive of the stylistic conceptualizations 

upon which this study is based. 



CHAPTER VIII 

A COMPARISON OF PARTICIPATORY STYLE 
WITH ISSUE SALIENCY 

It was hypothesized in chapter four that while issue attitudes 

and beliefs had not proved a satisfactory or successful means of 

differentiating styles of political party activism with specific respect 

to content or direction, the strength or intensity of such beliefs, views, 

or attitudes, would do so. Specifically, it was hypothesized that in 

accordance with the Amateur and Professional conceptualizations, 

-individuals of the former stylistic persuasion would manifest an intensity 

of belief or view which would exceed that evidenced by Professionals. 

Such an approach seems especially applicable in dealings with 

individuals who reside within a single party. Their attitudes are not, 

therefore, likely to locate at opposite extremes of any continuum which 

one might devise. Differences might logically be anticipated with 

regard to degree as opposed to basic composition. 

Attention was earlier directed at the problems and procedures 

associated with various attempts to operationalize and measure 

11 ideology." Accordingly, while this chapter concerns itself with the 

above indicated intensity hypothesis, it is not specifically devoted 

77 
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to investigations of ideology. 

Reference will be made to the much-abused terms "Liberal" and 

"Conservative, 11 but the reader is cautioned that these labels should not 

be construed as indicating anything more than relative direction. This 

study is not concerned with "Ideology" in the sense that it comprises 

comprehensive and multi-faceted sets of coherent beliefs. Rather, the 

terms Liberal and Conservative are applied and defined only in the context 

of reference to specific and selected issues of current concern. 

Appendix I-C provides a list of the nine issues of current concern. 

These were used both individually and together to compute issue saliency 

indices. Appendix III-B presents the program which computed two 

separate issue indices dealing with domestic and foreign policy 

'd t' 76 cons1 era ions. 

TABLE 14 presents the response distributions of delegates by style 

and by intensity. The first two issues to be discussed appear in 14-A 

and appear on the following page. It should be noted that items were 

presented in a manner which would hopefully capture the element of 

saliency or intensity. All items and responses were eventually recoded 

in order to unify coding of the Strongly Conservative response. Not 

surprisingly, the table indicates that the delegates were a rather 

conservative group as a whole. 

76These items were borrowed nearly verbatim from Soule and Clark, 
Issue Consensus, 11 pp. 78. 
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TABLE 14-A 

CROSSTABULATION OF APINDEX WITH INTENSITY OF UBERAL-
OONSERVATIVE VIEWS ON DOMESTIC ISSUES 

Issue and 
Intensity 

Right to 
Strike 

Very Conserv. 

Conservative 

Moderate 

Liberal 

Total 

Punishing 
Lawbreakers 

Very Conserv. 

Conservative 

Moderate 

Liberal 

Total 

Amateur-Professional Orientation {APINDEX) 

Strong Pro. I Confl. Pro. Confl. Am. I Strong Am. 

53.6(30)2 31.1(128) 35.8(100) 39. 7(29) 

28.5(16) 49. 4{203) 42. 7(119) 3 7. 0(2 7) 

12.5(07) 16.3(067) 17.9(050) 15.1(11) 

5. 4(03) 3.2(013) 3.6(010) 8.2(06) 

100.0(56) 100. 0(411) 100.0(279) 100. 0(73) 

43.6(24) 32.1(132) 34. 3 (095) 35. 6(26) 

40.0(22) 49 .1 (202) 46.2(128) 32.9(24) 

16.4(09) 16.5(68) 17. 7(049) 24.7(18) 

00. 0(00) 2.2(009) 1. 8(005) 6. 8(05) 

100.0(55) 100. 0(411) 100.0(277) 100. 0(73) 

2Percentaged by column, parens. enclose N's. 
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35.0(287) 

44. 6(365) 

16.5(135) 

3. 9(032) 

100.0(819) 

33.9(277) 

46.1(376) 

17.6(144) 

2.3(019) 

100.0(816) 

The first question put to delegates dealt with the right of public 

employees to strike. The Conservative response was interpreted to be 

opposition to such strikes. More than 5 3 percent of the Strong 
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Professionals gave the strongly conservative response while not quite 

40 percent of the Strong Amateurs did so. A slightly higher.percentage of 

CA's gave the strongly conservative response as opposed to the CP's. It 

should be emphasized that this particular phase of the investigation is 

particularly interested in the stylistic extremes. Concurrently the 

strongly liberal and strongly conservative responses are of special 

interest. 

Investigation of the table with respect to "Right to Strike" reveals 

immediately that the hypothesis is in jeopardy with respect to this 

particular issue. Even after dichotomizing style groups into Amateur 

and Professional one finds almost equal percentages of both styles 

giving the strongly conservative response. Similarly, collapsing 

intensiry categories one finds that 80 percent of the Professionals as 

opposed to 78 .1 percent of the Amateurs give a conservative or strongly 

conservative response to the item. The findings do not support the 

hypothesis in this instance. 

TABLE 14 also reports the results of crosstabulating style with 

responses to an item dealing with the punishment and disposition of 

lawbreakers. It was found that 43. 6 percent of the SP' s and 35. 6 

percent of the SA' s gave the strongly conservative response. This was 

interpreted as support of harsh treatment of such individuals. Again, 

collapsing and dichotomizing both variables into a two-:-by-two table 

found nearly equal percentages -of both style preferences giving the 
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conservative response. What appears to be of particular interest in this 

instance ( as well as in the former comparison involving "Right to Strike") 

is that the Strong Amateurs contributed the single highest percentage of 

their ranks to the Liberal response. In this comparison and with respect 

to this issue, the hypothesis is not supported. 

The next comparison appears in TABLE 14-B and involves the issue 

of governmental wiretapping. It was felt that support of such methods 

could be interpreted as the conservative response. Admittedly, included 

in this item are numerous dimensions including emphasis upon individual 

rights of privacy and perceived threats to law and order. It must be 

noted, in fairness to the integrity of the methodology and findings, 

that a majority of all delegates indicated opposition to such eavesdropping 

methods. Thus, the interpretation of the Conservative response must be 

questioned. The fact that such individual item interpretations can so 

easily be demonstrated as suspect, would seem to highlight the dangers 

associated with operationalizing an index based upon several items as 

a measure of "Ideology. 11 

To continue with inspection of TABLE 14-B and the comparison of 

style with governmental use of wiretaps, it was found that 16. 7 percent 

of the SP's and 13. 7 percent of the SA's gave the strongly conservative 

response. The findings are not supportive of the original intensity 

hypothesis. As was the case with the previous two issues, SA' s were 

again found to locate a higher ~ercentage of their numbers in the Liberal 
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category than did any other style group. 

TABLE 14-B 

CROSSTABULATION OF APINDEX WITH INTENSITY OF LIBERAL-
CONSERVATIVE VIEWS ON DOMESTIC ISSUES 

Issue and R T 
Intensity Amateur-Professional Orientation (APINDEX) 

0 0 

Strong Pro. I Confl. Pro. I Confl. Am. , Strong Am. w T 
A 
L 

Limiting 
Wireta2s 

Very Conserv. 16. 7(09)2 5.9(24) 10. 4(029) 13.7(10) 8.8(072) 

Conservative 20. 4(11) 26.9(110) 28.2(079) 26.0(19) 26.8(219) 

Moderate 46.3(25) 56.2(230) 48.9(137) 42.5(31) 51. 9(423) 

Liberal 16.6(09) 11.0(045) 12.5(035) 17.8(13) 12.5(102) 

Total 100.0(54) 100 0 0(409) 100.0(280) 100.0(73) 100.0(816) 

2Percentaged by column, parens. inclose N's. 

The above methods of comparison are repeated in the fallowing 

discussion which deals with the remaining three issues of domestic 

concern. The actual findings appear on the following pages in TABLE 

14-C. On the question of Overprotection of Radicals, findings offered 

a mild confirmation of the hypothesis. While 27. 8 percent of the SP's 

gave the strongly conservative response, slightly more than 30 percent 

of the SA' s did so. The central style categories reflected a similar 

pattern. Again the Strong Amat~urs were found to devote the single 
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greatest proportion of any style category to the Liberal response. 

TABLE 14-C 

CROSSTABULATION OF APINDEX WITH INTENSITY OF LIBERAL-
CONSERVATIVE VIEWS ON DOMESTIC ISSUES 

Issue and Amateur-Professional Orientation (AP INDEX) R T 

Intensity 0 0 

Strong Pro. , Confl. Pro. , Confl. Am.1 Strong Am. 
w T 

A 
L 

Treatment of 
Radicals 

Very Conserv. 27.8(15) 2 17. 7(072) 27 .0(075) 30.1(22) 22.7(184) 

Conservative 37.0(20) 51.3(209) 47.7(127) 39. 7(29) 47 .4(385) 

Moderate 33.3(18) 28.5(116) 25.5(071) 22.0(16) 27 .2(221) 

Liberal 1.9(01) 2.5(010) 1.8(05 ) 8.2(06) 2. 7(022) 

Total 100.0(54) 100.0(407) 100.0(278) 100.0(73) 100.0(812) 

I Strong Pro. Confl. Pro. Confl. Am. Strong Am. R T 
0 0 
w T 

A 
L 

View of 
Bussing 

Very Conserv. 58.2(32) 46.2(189) 53.8(150) 59 .5(44) 50. 8(415) 

Conservative 34 . .5(19) 4.5. 7 (18 7) 38.4(107) 29. 7(22) 41.0(335) 

Moderate 3.6(02) 6.6(027) 5. 7(016) 9.5(07) 6.4(052) 

Liberal 3. 7(03) 1.5(006) 2.2(006) 1.4(01) 1. 8(015) 

T~tal lOOo0(.56) 100.0(409) 100 0 0(279) 10000(74) 10000(817) 

2 -Percentaged by column, parens. enclose N's. 
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TABLE 14-C Continued 

Issue and Amateur-Professional Orientation (APINDEX) R T 
Intensity 0 0 

Strong Pro. \ Confl. Pro. j Confl. Am. I Strong Am. 
WT 

A 

Civil Column Percents and N 1 s. L 

Dis obedience 

Very Conserv. 51.9(28) 41.2(169) 52.2(145) 58.9(43) 47. 2 {385) 

Conservative 3 8. 9 (21) 51. 7(212) 41.0(114) 28.8(21) 45. 2 (368) 

Moderate 7. 4(04) 4.1(17) 4.6(013) 9.6(07) 5.0(041) 

Liberal 1. 8(01) 2.9(012) 2.2(006) 2. 7(02) 2.6(021) 

Total 100.0(54) 100.0(410) 100.0(278) 100.0(73) 100.0(815} 

The item dealing with views on Bussing found the vast majority of 

all delegates manifesting strong disapproval of such policies. Percentage 

differentiations between style categories are not readily evident. With 

respect to the Conflictive categories, 5 3. 8 percent of the CA' s and 46. 2 

percent of the CP' s gave the strongly conservative response. 

The final crosstabulation involves style and an item dealing with 

attitude toward civil disobedience. The strongly conservative response 

was interpreted as indication of opposition to such actions. It can be 

seen that while nearly 52 percent of the SP's gave the strongly conservative 

response, nearly 59 percent of the SA' s did so. This is the first instance 

of findings which definitely support the intensity hypothesis. 

At this point a summary of the findings is in order. It was found 

that comparison of participatory style with specific issues did not support 
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the hypothesis that Amateurism would be associated with more intense 

views on issues than would the Professional style. Specifically, the 

hypothesis was obviously contradicted in three of six instances. In each 

of these, higher percentages of Strong Professionals than Strong Amateurs 

gave the strongly conservative response. In two of the remaining 

instances the differentiation, while in the hypothesized direction, was 

so slight as to be negligible. Only with respect to one issue dealing 

with justification for civil disobedience did the SA' s prefer the strongly 

conservative response in greater percentages than did the SP' s. In five 

of six instances it was the Conflictive Amateur who demonstrated the 

strongest group preference for the strongly conservative response. Were 

one able to consider this observation by itself, it would offer support for 

the intensity hypothesis. However, it was previously noted that the 

extreme style categories were crucial to the support or rejection of the 

hypothesis. It was within these polar groups that differentiation was 

supposed to reach its maximum. 

If one assumes that the Strong Amateur embodies more of the 

essential elements of that style, and possesses them in greater degree, 

than does the Conflictive Amateur, then the hypothesis is not supported. 

It is not enough for the CA' s alone to perform as predicted or 

anticipated. It would be necessary for the SA' s to reflect a similar 

pattern and to do so with more intensity. 

TABLE 15, on the following page, presents a comparison of 
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style with an index which is essentially a composite of responses to all 

of the six domestic issue items. 

TABLE 15 

CROSSTABULATION OF AMATEUR-PROFESSIONAL STYLE 
WITH DOMESTIC ISSUE-SALIENCY INDEX 

Domestic Index Amateur-Professional Orientation (APINDEX) 
Intensity 

Strong Pro. I Confl. Pro. I Confl. Am. I Strong Am. 

Very Conserv. 68.4(39) 2 57.3(238) 63.0(117) 63.5(47) 

Conservative 21.1(12) 33.5(139) 28. 8(081) 24.3(18) 

Moderate-Lib 10.5(06) 9.2(038) 8.2(023) 12.2(09) 

Total 100.0(57) 100.0(415) 100.0(281) 100.0(74) 

2Percent by column, parens. enclose N 1 s. 

R T 
0 0 
WT 

A 
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60.6(501) 

30.2(250) 

9.2(076) 

100.0(827) 

Each respondent was assigned a domestic index score (DOMLBCON) 

which ranged from a possible low of 1. 00 to a possible high of 4. 00. 

These scores were then recoded in the following manner:; 1. 00 through 

2.00 == l; 2.01through2.50 == 2; 2.51 through 3.00 == 3; 3.01 through 

4. 00 == 4. The actual program computing DOMLBCON for each delegate 

appears in Appendix III-B. Comparison of style or APINDEX with this 

measure of issue saliency as summed over six items reflects the 

findings of the foregoing analysis. It was found that 68. 4 percent of 

the Strong Professionals and 6 3 • 5 percent of the Strong Amateurs were 
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assigned index scores reflecting strongly conservative intensity. It 

should be noted that for purposes of crosstabulation, the moderate and 

liberal categories were collapsed. With respect to the central style 

categories, Conflictive Amateurs demonstrated a stronger conservatism 

than did Conflictive Professionals. Again, this in itself is not sufficient 

to support the hypothesis as originally presented. It would appear, as 

evidenced by investigation of specific items and issues, that CA' s 

performed as anticipated while SA' s continually 11 misbehaved. 11 

It was found that in five of six instances / not only did Strong 

Amateurs manifest a less conservative bent than did Professionals, but 

additionally, the SA style rather consistently devoted the single greatest 

percentage of its membership to the liberal response. This observation 

appears to provide a particularly interesting phenomenon upon which to 

offer speculation. It should be recalled that Wilson and others have 

asserted that the Amateur orientation functions irrespective of party 

or ideological boundaries. In other words, while stylistically the 

Amateur locates at one pole of a theorized stylistic continuum, he may 

be expected to appear at either end of an ideological continuum. When 

one grasps this concept, it lessens the surprise which might otherwise 

be associated with the manner in which Amateurism captured the liberal 

response. Equally important is the point that participatory style does 

not dictate the substance of an ideological stance,but instead provides 

the vehicle through which it is practiced and pursued. 
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Specifically, it was found in crosstabulations not shown, that 

the Strong Amateur orientation captured thirty-three responses of the 

liberal variety while the Strong Professional group captured only sixteen. 

It would have been more "comforting" had this been similarly true of the 

CA' s. The fact that this did not occur would seem yat another indication 

of the complexity and trans-ideological makeup of the polar Amateur 

orientation. 

At this point attention is shifted to an analysis of participatory 

style as it might relate to the intensity of views concerning foreign 

policy questions. .Appendic I-C presents the three issues designed to 

tap the intensity of such views. The first item dealt with the giving of 

foreign aid to countries whose ideological stance or governmental 

structure conflicts with our own. The conservative response was felt 

to be disagreement with such aid. Although the tabular results are not 

in this study, the discussion will reference specific and relevent 

findings. The manner of comparison was similar to that used in 

investigating domestic issues. 

On the question of foreign aid, 7. 4 percent of the SP' s gave the 

strongly conservative response while 25. 4 percent of the SA' s did so. 

Similarly, 8. 0 percent of the CP' s gave the same response as opposed 

to 13. 3 percent of the CA' s. As was the case with respect to domestic 

issues, the Strong Amateur category captured the single greatest 

percentage of liberal responses; With respect to this foreign aid issue, 
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findings were supportive of the intensity hypothesis. The next item 

dealt with feelings regarding continued involvement in Vietnam. The 

conservative response was felt to be an indicated preference for such 

continued involvement. It should be noted that the author is well 

aware that recent events and political dialogue have possibly combined 

to render this item hopelessly multi-dimensional. Certainly the item 

evokes, for some respondents, the complex questions of isolation 

and foreign meddling. I have elected to include and interpret this item 

in accordance with procedures used in a previous study, if only to 

provide a basis of comparison. 77 

It was found that 9. 4 percent of the Strong Professionals gave the 

strongly conservative response as interpreted herein. Alternatively, 

6. 8 percent of the Strong Amateurs gave the same response. This item 

proved the only instance wherein the SP's were able to capture the 

greatest percentage of liberal responses, if only by a narrow margin. 

The final item dealt with the nature and prevalence of the 

communist threat. The conservative response was indicated by belief 

in the continued and pervasive nature of said threat. It was found that 

32. 4 percent of the SA' s gave the strongly conservative response as 

opposed to 18. 9 percent of the SP' s. In this single instance, findings 

were strongly supportive of the intensity hypothesis with respect to 

77soule and Clark, "Issue Consensus," pp. 78. 
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foreign policy issues. 

The following discussion deals with two final issue indices which 

were constructed in a manner identical to that employed in computing 

DOMLBCON. One index replicates previous procedures in forming a 

composite foreign policy index (FPLBCON) while the other combines the 

two previous issue indices (GRANDEX). The results appear in TABLE 16. 

TABLE 16 

CROSSTABULATION OF APINDEX WITH FOREIGN POLICY 
AND COMBINED ISSUE-INTENSITY INDICES 

Index and Amateur-Professional Orientation (APINDEX) 
Intensity 

Strong Pro./ Confl. Pro. j Confl. Am. j Strong Am. 

FPLBCON 

Very Conserv. 31.6(18) 2 32.5(135) 39.1(110) 40.6(30) 

Conservative 21.1(12) 34.0(141) 31. 4(088) 32.4(24) 

Moderate-Lib, 4 7. 3 (2 7) 33.5(139) 29. 5 (083) 27.0(20) 

Total 10000(57) 100.0(415) 10000(281) 10000(74) 

GRAN DEX 

Very Conserv. 50.9(29) 42. 4(176) 51.9(146) 5000(37) 

Conservative 36.8(21) 44.8(186) 34.2(096) 33.8(25) 

Moderate-Lib. 12.3(07) 12.8(053) 13.9(039) 16.2(12) 

Total 100.0(57) 10000(415) 100.0(281) 100.0(74) 

2percents by column, parens. enclose N's. 

R T 
00 
WT 

A 
L 

35.4(293) 

32.1(265) 

32.5(269) 

10000(827) 

46. 9 (388) 

39.7(328) 

13.4(111) 

100.0(827) 
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It was found that 31 • 6 percent of the Strong Professionals were 

assigned scores of the strongly conservative variety with respect to 

foreign policy issues. This was true of 40. 6 percent of the Strong 

Amateurs. Similarly, the differentiation between Conflictive style 

groups is approximately 6. 0 percent in the hypothesized direction. 

One interesting feature of this foreign policy index is its inability to 

capture liberal responses within the SA style group. Specifically, 

4 7. 3 percent of the SP' s as opposed to 2 7. 0 percent of the SA' s were 

assigned moderate-liberal scores. It is concluded that with respect to 

the three specific foreign policy issues investigated, the intensity 

hypothesis is supported. This was found to be true even though the 

Vietnam issue had a watering down effect upon the overall relationship. 

GRANDEX is simply a combination of the two previous issue indices. 

It is, therefore, a summation of liberal-conservative intensities for 

all nine issue items. In light of the foregoing discussion, it is not 

surprising that comparison of style with GRANDEX offers little support 

for the hypothesis. Specifically, nearly identical percentages of the 

polar style groups were assigned strongly conservative index scores. 

Conflictive Amateurs were revealed as slightly more conservative than 

their Conflictive counterparts. It is concluded that with respect to the 

specific issues presented and discussed, there is only the slightest 

observable difference between Amateurs and Professionals in terms of 

issue saliency. There emerges no consistent pattern, and the hypothesis 

must be rejected in this instance. 
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The examination now turns from discussion of specific issues to 

two final questionnaire items which are relevant to the present line of 

inquiry. The first of these items was a request of delegates to 

conceptualize themselves according to one of several choices ranging 

from "Strongly Conservative" to "Strongly Liberal." Responses to this 

item were crosstabulated with style. It was felt that such a comparison 

might provide an interesting check of findings related to issue intensity. 

The results of the comparison saw 7 .O percent of the SP's and 8.5 percent 

of the SA's conceptualizing themselves as Strong Conservatives. Nearly 

39. 0 percent of the Strong Amateurs classified themselves as simply 

Conservative as opposed to 26. 3 percent of the Strong Professionals. 

Finally, 3.5 percent of the SP's and 11.3 percent of the SA's classified 

themselves as either Liberal or Strong Liberal. As was the case with 

individual item analysis, Strong Amateurs contributed the single greatest 

style percentage to the Liberal classification. It might be argued that 

these findings support the intens.ity hypothesis. However, the dangers 

of overemphasizing the importance of a single item are obvious. 

There are several possible explanations for the disparity between 

the results of the self-conceptualization item and the issue analysis. 

One of the most obvious might be that individuals are not capable of 

making accurate subjective evaluations in such an area. Another reason 

might concern biased, poorly worded, or multi-dimensional questions. 

Lastly, it must be allowed that :i:ssue saliency is simply not a valid 
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basis of differentiating among styles of political party activism. No 

doubt future research will shed more light upon the true nature of this 

questionable relationship. 

The final comparison in this chapter involves style and another 

single item which is also relevent from a theoretical standpoint. In 

accordance with the findings of Wildavsky, it was hypothesized that 

a higher percentage of Amateurs than Professionals would have supported 

Barry Goldwater for the Republican nomination in 1964. This information 

was solicited by an item in the questionnaire. It was found that 64. 8 

percent of the Strong Professionals and 75. 7 percent of the Strong 

Amateurs had {or would have, given the opportunity) supported Goldwater 

in 1964. 78 Such findings, while they do not relate directly to issue 

saliency, are mildly supportive of the stylistic conceptualization of the 

Amateur as presented earlier. 

7-8Wildavsky, "Goldwater Phenomenon," used preference for 
Goldwater as a primary means of isolating the "Purist" as opposed 
to the "Pragmatic" politician. He felt that Barry Goldwater, in many 
ways, embodied essential elements of Amateurism. If such is the 
case, here is a prime example of an Amateur who is anything but a 
dillitante with respect to things political. 



CHAPTER IX 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The primary objective of this thesis was the operationalization and 

testing of a participatory style index as it might differentiate among 

delegates to the 1972 Republican National Convention. The major 

methodological measure was an index which viewed the Amateur and 

ProfessiOnal political activists as residing at opposite extremes of 

a stylistic continuum. It was argued that both the nature and prevalence 

of such differing styles of political party activism are relevant to the 

meaningful assessment of the future roles and impact of political parties 

in the American system of government. 

The essential elements of the Professional style were identified as 

a willingness to compromise and to facilitate bargaining to mutual gain, 

an abiding concern wJ.th electoral victories, and finally, a generally 

pra9matic approach to politics which perceives such as a "give and 

take" process as opposed to a morality play. 

The Amateur political party activ.ist, it was argued, perceives 

politics and perhaps life itself as .=in ongoing struggle between 

essentially implacable foes. The true Amateur girds for political 

94 
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battles armed with a sense of good and evil right and wrong, which 

permit no wavering or flexibility. He eschews compromise of principles 

as a near sacrilege. His perpetual search is for an unsullied and 

clarified imagre. He is impatient with opposition, and nothing short of 

total victory is acceptable as a solution. It is readily apparent that the 

pure Amatuer, to the extent that he might be found, is both a burr and a 

blessing in the saddle of the American democratic process. 

The stylistic index as developed, was able to differentiate four 

groups which theoretically differed in relative intensity. The next phase 

of inquiry was directed at the testing of certain hypotheses related to 

possible correlates of participatory style. With respect to potential 

socio-economic correlates, statistical evidence did not support the 

hypothesis. Those instances of meagre and partial support which did 

appear, were marked by obvious conceptual inconsistencies. Specifically, 

it was found that the Conflictive Amateur often conformed to the patterns 

expected of the Strong Amateur. 

It was found that comparison of style with age and income 

achieved the higher significant measures of association. Amateurs 

appeared to be somewhat younger and, not surprisingly, less wealthy 

than Professionals. Amateurism appeared to be somewhat more 

prevalent among women than men. Style was compared with two 

variables of a more directly political nature. It was found that the 

number of previous conventions- attended and the number of years of 
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active party service , when crosstabulated with style, achieved the 

highest measures of association in the study. Amateurs tended to have 

less party service behind them,as well as fewer conventions. Finally, 

with respect to political socialization it was found that Amateurs were 

more often thrust into the political arena by disgust with, or concern for, 

specific issues or situations. Professionals on the other hand, stressed 

the important roles that family and adult peers had played in their initial 

political involvement. 

It was hypothesized, in accordance with the findings of previous 

research, that Amateurs would demonstrate a stronger preference for 

purposive incentives than would Professionals. Comparison of style 

with three separate incentive indices supported this hypothesis in spite 

of the heavy overall preference of delegates for purposive and solidary 

incentives. Material incentives were alternately valued and rejected 

by nearly equal proportions of all delegates, but held in lowest esteem 

by Amateurs • 

It was hypothesized that while ideological content and direction 

have failed, in certain research efforts, to adequa:fely differentiate 

among participatory styles, issue intensity would prove successful. 

Accordingly, style was crossclassified with liberal-conservative 

response intensity. With respect to selected domestic issues, saliency 

was not found to provide a noticeable basis of differentiating styles. 

In fact, in several instances, i"E- was the Strong Professionals who 
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(gave the single greatest portion of their style category to the strongly 

conservative response. Of particular interest was the observation that 

Strong Amateurs rather consistently devoted the single greatest style 

category percentage to the liberal response. Findings with respect to 

foreign policy issues tended to be mildly supportive of the intensity 

hypothesis. The item dealing with the nature and prevalence of the 

communist threat was strongly supportive of the hypothesis. Combined 

intensity indices reflected the general failure of intensity or saliency to 

differentiate between the Amateur and Professional styles in the 

anticipated direction. 

The findings,as summarized above, lend themselves to several 

possible interpretations and conclusions. The first of these is based 

upon a profound but easily missed observation. In this study, 

comparisons have involved not two radically differing political 

organizations, parties, or ideological factions, but instead, members of 

a single, and in many respects homogeneous group. A glance at the 

overall socio-economic characteristics of the delegates quickly confirms 

this contention in one respect. Perhaps, rather than voicing dismay at the 

weak relationships and meagre evidence of differentiation, one would 

be justified in hailing the fact that such appeared at all. Perhaps it 

is asking too much to expect or demand correlations on the order of 

.99 in such a study. 

Another partial explanatien might concern the relative 
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-
insensitivity of indices with respect to tests for statistical significance 

or association. Each of the several indices discussed and employed in 

this study was based upon several items. The style index involved 

eleven separate items;. the foreign policy index, only three. Interestingly, 

the latter index was the only one to succeed in demonstrating a 

respectable relationship. As indicated, the inclusion of a single 

biased, weighted, or otherwise distorting item can invalidate the entire 

index. This is one of the inherent dangers associated with their use. 

Even when all items can be validated as "belonging" in a given index, 

the likelihood of the final product being equal to the "sum of its parts 11 

is remote in that comparison of single items will rarely fail to reveal 

stronger relationships than a summated indexo 

There is still another possible explanation for the failure of this 

study to demonstrate meaningful relationships. It concerns the mixed 

composition of the Conflictive or central style categories. Indeed, the 

term "Conflictive" was chosen with much care, fully recognizing that 

persons so classified are characterized by personal struggles which 

push them first one way and then the other. Ultimate classification of 

those individuals assigned to the central style categories involved the 

selection of arbitrary thresholds. It must be expected that certain 

delegates are "displaced persons" in the stylistic sense. Perhaps the 

APINDEX,as finally operationalizedJ is guilty of too much spill-over or 

stylistic overlap to provide a truly discriminating measure. 
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I have reserved for final discussion, that possibility which seems 

simultaneously the most intriguing and the most damaging. If this study 

has accomplished little else, it has succeeded in accentuating the 

enigmatic nature of the Amateur style. Why do three of the style 

categories conform rather consistently to theoretical expectations while 

the fourth, or Strong Amateur group, continually acts out the role of the 

maverick? Are there ingredients peculiar to the Amateur orientation and 

psychology which invalidate his placement on a stylistic continuum? 

Could it be that in the final analysis the pure Amateur must be viewed 

as a "special breed"? It seems that this possibility is suggested by 

the findings. Are there imposed between Conflictive and Strong Amateurs, 

barriers whose composition cannot be measured in terms of degree or 

intensity? In effect the final question is this: Is the transition from 

Conflictive to pure or Strong Amateur essentially analogous to a mystic 

"right of passage" which is so alien and irrational that it defies 

conceptualization, or is it instead, nothing more than a series of 

measured and gradual steps which future research will finally identify, 

chart, and catalogue? 

It seems that one is left with a choice. Research can seek to 

refine and develop measures and methods which are more sensitive 

to the discrimination of participatory political styles in the hope of 

finally understanding the true nature of the pure Amateur and pure 

Professional, or it can reject the entire conceptualization as ill-conceived 
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and ultimately fruitless. Perhaps a quotation from a recent newspaper 

article illustrates the importance of continued scrutiny of the stylistic 

approaches to political participation. Additionally, it appears to 

underscore the assertion that style is the vehicle for and not the 

substance of attitudes, views, and ideology~ 

A sense of the jugular. A passion for overkill •••• A one dimensional 
view of the world as being for or against them. A d.istrust of people. 
An impatience with the odds. A fear of anything not manipulated. A 
terminal clot of zealot~ and inexperience, arrogance, and power. 
The result: Watergate. 9 

79Editorial, The Roanoke Times,May 16, 1973, p. 1. 
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Appendix I-A 

Questionnaire Items and Codes Used in Computing 
Amateur-Professional Indices 

Codes for Items 41-49,Sla, Slb 

1 Strongly Agree 
2 Agree 

3 Disagree 
4 Strongly Disagree 

41 Party leaders make too many arbitrary decisions. 

42 As a delegate, my primary task is to nominate a winner. 

43 Adherence to principles is as important as winning elections. 

44 Concern for party unity may justify supression of open 
discussion at times. 

45 I would reject a candidate who compromised his basic ideals 
in return for victory at the polls. 

46 Platforms must avoid controversial issues for the sake 
of party unity. 

4 7 Good party workers support the nominee regardless of their 
personal feelings or differences. 

48 Party platforms must be vague in order to appeal to broad base. 

49 Volunteers and part-time workers play a greater role in 
campaigns and elections than party regulars. 

Sla Ability to win at the polls sometimes necessitates compromise. 

5 lb Adherence to principles is more important than election outcomes. 
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Appendix I-B 

Questionnaire Items and Codes Used in 
Computing Incentive Indices 

Codes for All Items 

1 Very Important 
2 Fairly Important 

3 Not Very Important 
4 Not Important At All 

A l enjoy or am comfortable in politics. 
B I seek a personal career in politics. 
C . Party work gives me visibility and recognition. 
D Party work is of material benefit to business or profession·. 

SOLCENT items 

A Family or friends active in the party. 
B I enjoy the excitement or drama of campaigns or elections. 
C A means of fulfilling obligation to community or country. 
D I seek the friendships and social contacts offered. 

PURPCENT items 

A I feel a strong sense of loyalty to party purpose. 
B Politics is a means of maintaining the status quo or 

accomplishing smooth, peaceful, change 
C I seek party support on specific issues as they arise. 
D I am attracted by specific candidates or issues. 
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Appendix I-C 

Questionnaire items and Codes Used in Computing 
Liberal-Conservative Issue Indices 

DOMESTIC index 

Codes for All Items 

1 Strongly Agree 
2 Agree 

3 Disagree 
4 Strongly Disagree 

52 Public employees should not have the right to strike 

5 3 Lawbreakers must be punished severely and made to fear 
the consequences of their actions. 

54 We should limit the extensive government use of wiretaps 
and other eavesdropping devices. 

5 6 Radicals are over-protected by laws in the U 0 S •• 

5 7 Bus sing is permis sable to achieve racial balance. 

5 8 One has a moral responsibility to disobey unjust laws. 

FOREIGN POLICY index 

55 Foreign aid should be supplied regardless of the ideological 
stance of recipients. 

5 9 It is time that South Vietnam be permitted to stand alone. 

60 The nature and/or threat of communism has changed or 
diminished. 



104 

Appendix II-A 

Program Computing AMPRO Intensity Scores 

COMPUTE AMPRO=O 
IF (MUSTWIN GE 2 AND MUSTWIN LE 3) AMPRO=AMPRO+MUSTWIN 
IF (PRINCIPS GE 2 AND PRINCIPS LE 3) AMPRO=AMPRO+PRINCIPS 
IF (VARlOO NE 9) AMPRO=AMPRO+VARlOO 
IF (VAR101 NE 9) AMPRO=AMPRO+VAR101 
IF {VAR102 NE 9) AMPRO=AMPRO+VAR102 
IF (VAR103 NE 9) AMPRO=AMPRO+VAR103 
IF {VAR104 NE 9) AMPRO=AMPRO+VAR104 
IF (VARlOS NE 9) AMPRO=AMPRO+VARlOS 
IF {VAR106 NE 9) AMPRO=AMPRO+VAR106 
IF (VAR107 NE 9) AMPRO=AMPRO+VAR107 
IF {VAR108 NE 9) AMPRO=AMPRO+VAR108 
COMPUTE APDIV=O 
IF (PRINCIPS GE 2 AND PRINCIPS LE 3) APDIV=APDIV+l 
IF (MUSTWIN GE 2 AND MUSTWIN LE 3) APDIV=APDIV+l 
IF (VARlOO NE 9) APDIV=APDIV+l 
IF (VAR101 NE 9) APDIV=APDIV+l 
IF (VAR102 NE 9) APDIV=APDIV+l 
IF (VAR103 NE 9) APDIV=APDIV+l 
IF (VAR104 NE 9) APDIV=APDIV+l 
IF (VARlOS NE 9) APDIV=APDIV+l 
IF (VAR106 NE 9) APDIV=APDIV+l 
IF (VAR107 NE 9) APDIV=APDIV+l 
IF (VAR108 NE 9) APDIV=APDIV+l 
COMPUTE AMPRO=AMPRO/APDIV 
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Appendix II-B 

Program Computing ITEMSUM or Simple Summed 
Responses to Amateur-Professional Items 

RECODE VARlOO TO VAR108(1=2)(2=1)(3=2)(4=2) 
COMPUTE ITEMSUM=O 
IF (VARlOO NE 9 AND VARlOO EQ 2) ITEMSUM=ITEMSUM+2 
IF (VAR101 NE 9 AND VARlOl EQ 2) ITEMSUM=ITEMSUM+2 
IF (VAR102 NE 9 AND VAR102 EQ 2) ITEMSUM=ITEMSUM+2 
IF (VAR103 NE 9 AND VAR103 EQ 2) ITEMSUM=ITEMSUM+2 
IF (VAR104 NE 9 AND VAR104 EQ 2) ITEMSUM=ITEMSUM+2 
IF (VARlOS NE 9 AND VARlOS EQ 2) ITEMSUM=ITEMSUM+2 
IF (VAR106 NE 9 AND VAR106 EQ 2) ITEMSUM=ITEMSUM+2 
IF (VAR107 NE 9 AND VAR107 EQ 2) ITEMSUM=ITEMSUM+2 
IF (VAR108 NE 9 AND VAR108 EQ 2) ITEMSUM=ITEMSUM+2 
IF (PRINCIPS EQ 3) ITEMSUM=ITEMSUM+2 
IF (MUSTWIN EQ 3) ITEMSUM=ITEMSUM+2 
COMPUTE ITE MDIV=O 
IF (PRINCIPS GE 2 AND PRINCIPS LE 3) ITEMDIV=ITEMDIV+l 
IF (MUSTWIN GE 2 AND MUSTWIN LE 3) ITEMDIV=ITEMDIV+l 
IF (VARlOO NE 9) ITEMDIV=ITEMDIV+l 
IF (VARlOl NE 9) ITEMDIV=ITEMDIV+l 
IF (VAR102 NE 9) ITEMDIV=ITEMDIV+l 
IF (VAR103 NE 9) ITEMDIV=ITEMDIV+l 
IF (VAR104 NE 9) ITEMDIV=ITEMDIV+l 
IF (VAR105 NE 9) ITEMDIV=ITEMDIV+l 
IF (VAR106 NE 9) ITEMDIV=ITEMDIV+l 
IF (VAR107 NE 9) ITEMDIV=ITEMDIV+l 
IF (VAR108 NE 9) ITEMDIV=ITEMDIV+l 
COMPUTE ITEMSUM=ITEMSUM/ITEMDIV 
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Appendix II-C 

Program Computing APINDEX or Combined Index 
Using both ITEMSUM and AMPRO 

IF (ITEMSUM LT .17) APINDEX=O 
IF (ITEMS UM GE .17 AND ITEMS UM LT • 35 AND AMPRO LE 1. 726) APINDEX=l 
IF (ITEMS UM GE .17 AND ITEMS UM LT • 35 AND AMPRO GT 1. 726) APINDEX=2 
IF (ITEMS UM GE • 35 AND ITEMS UM LT .54 AND AMPRO LE 1. 863) APINDEX=l 
IF (ITEMSUM GE .35 AND ITEMSUM LT .54 AND AMPRO GT 1.863) APINDEX=3 
IF (ITEMS UM GE • 54 AND ITEMS UM LT • 7 2 AND AMPRO LE 2. 045) APINDEX=2 

• IF (ITEMSUM GE .54 ANDITEMSUM LT • 72 AND AMPRO GT 2 .045) APINDEX=4 
IF {ITEMS UM GE • 72 AND ITEMSUM LT • 90 AND AMPRO LE 2. 22 7) APINDEX=3 
IF (ITEMSUM GE • 72 AND ITEMSUM LT .90 AND AMPRO GT 2 .227) APINDEX=5 
IF (ITEMSUM GE .90 AND ITEMSUM LT 1.08 AND AMPRO LE 2.409) APINDEX=4 
IF (ITEMSUM GE • 90 AND ITEMSUM LT 1. 08 AND AMPRO GT 2. 409) APINDEX=6 
IF (ITEMSUM GE 1. 08 AND ITEMS UM LT 1. 26 AND AMPRO LE 2. 590) APINDEX=5 
IF (ITEMS UM GE 1. 08 AND ITEMSUM LT 1. 26 AND AMPRO GT 2. 590) APINDEX=7 
IF (ITEMSUM GE 1. 26 AND ITEMS UM LT 1. 44 AND AMPRO LE 2. 772) APINDEX=6 
IF (ITEMS UM GE 1. 26 AND ITEMS UM LT 1. 44 AND AMPRO GT 2. 772) APINDEX=8 
IF (ITEMS UM GE 1. 44 AND ITEMSUM LT 1. 63 AND AMPRO LE 2. 954) APINDEX=7 
IF. (ITEMSUM GE 1. 44 AND ITEMS UM LT 1. 63 AND AMPRO GT 2. 954) APINDEX=9 
IF (ITEMS UM GE 1. 63 AND ITEMSUM LT 1. 81 AND AMPRO LE 3 .136) APINDEX=8 
IF (ITEMS UM GE 1. 63 AND ITEMS UM LT 1. 81 AND AMPRO GT 3 .136) APINDEX=l 0 
IF (ITEMSUM GE 1.81 AND ITEMSUM LT 1.99 AND AMPRO LE 3.318) APINDEX=9 
IF (ITEMSUM GE 1.81 AND ITEMSUM LT 1.99 AND AMPRO GT 3.318) APINDEX=lO 
IF (ITEMSUM GE 1. 99) APINDEX=l l 
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Appendix III-A 

Program Computing Incentive Scores 

MATCENT=O 
(VAR072 NE 9) MATCENT=MATCENT+VAR072 
(VAR074 NE 9) MATCENT=MATCENT+VAR074 
(VAR077 NE 9) MATCENT=MATCENT+VAR077 
(VAR081 NE 9) MATCENT=MATCENT+VAR081 
DIVMAT=O 
(VAR072 NE 9) DIVMAT=DIVMAT+l 
(VAR074 NE 9) DIVMAT=DIVMAT+l 
(VAR077 NE 9) DIVMAT=DIVMAT+l 
(VAR081 NE 9) DIVMAT=DIVMAT+l 
MATCENT=MATCENT/DIVMAT 

SOLCENT=O 
(VAR071 NE 9) SOLCENT=SOLCENT+VAR071 
(VAR076 NE 9) SOLCENT=SOLCENT+VAR076 
(VAR079 NE 9) SOLCENT=SOLCENT+VAR079 
(VAR080 NE 9) SOLCENT=SOLCENT+VAR080 
DIVSOL=O 
(VAR071 NE 9) DIVSOL=DIVSOL+l 
(VAR076 NE 9) DIVSOL=DIVSOL+l 
(VAR079 NE 9) DIVSOL=DIVSOL+l 
(VAR080 NE 9) DIVSOL=DIVSOL+l 
SOLCENT=SOLCENT/DIVSOL 

PURPCENT=O 
(VAR073 NE 9) PURPCENT=PURPCENT+VAR073 
(VAR075 NE 9) PURPCENT=PURPCENT+VAR075 
(VAR078 NE 9) PURPCENT=PURPCENT+VAR078 
(VAR082 NE 9) PURPCENT=PURPCENT+VAR082 
DIVPURP=O 
(VAR073 NE 9) DIVPURP=DIVPURP+l 
(VAR075 NE 9) DIVPURP=DIVPURP+l 
(VAR078 NE 9) DIVPURP=DIVPURP+l 
(VAR082 NE 9) DIVPURP=DIVPURP+l 
PURPCENT=PURPCENT/DIVPURP 

MATCENT, SOLCENT, PURPCENT(O. 0 THRU 2. O=l) 
(2.01 THRU 2.50=2}(2.51THRU3.0=3}(3.01THRU4.0=4) 

SOLCENT, PURPCENT {4=3) 
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.Appendix III-B ' \ 

Program Computing Liberal-Conservative Scores for· 
Domestic and Foreign Policy Issues 

COMPUTE DOMLBCON=O 
IF .· (VARl 11 NE 9) DOMLBCON=DOMLBCON+VARl 11 
IF (VAR112 NE 9) DOMLBCON=DOMLBCON+VARll2 
IF (VAR113 NE 9) DOMLBCON=DOMLBCON+VAR113 
IF (VARllS NE 9) DOMLBCON=DOMLBCON+VARllS 
IF (VAR116 NE 9) DOMLBCON=DOMLBCON+VAR116 
IF (VARll 7 NE 9) DOMLBCON=DOMLBCON+VARl 17 
COMPUTE DVDMLBCN=O 
IF (VARI 11 NE 9) DVDMLBCN=DVDMLBCN+l 
IF (VAR112 NE 9) DVDMLBCN=DVDMLBCN+l 
IF (VAR113 NE 9) DVDMLBCN=DVDMLBCN+l 
IF (VARllS NE 9) DVDMLBCN=DVDMLBCN+l 
IF (VAR116 NE 9) DVDMLBCN=DVDMLBCN+l 
IF (VARll 7 NE 9) DVDMLBCN=DVDMLBCN+l 
COMPUTE DOMLBCON=DOMLBCON/DVDMLBCN 

COMPUTE FPLBCON=O 
IF (VAR114 NE 9) FPLBCON=FPLBCON+VAR114 
IF (VARll 8 NE 9) FPLBCON=FPLBCON+VARll 8 
IF (VAR119 NE 9) FPLBCON=FPLBCON+VAR119 
COMPUTE DVFPLCON=O 
IF (VAR114 NE 9) DVFPLCON=DVFPLCON+l 
IF (VAR118 NE 9) DVFPLCON=DVFPLCON+l 
IF (VAR119 NE 9) DVFPLCON=DVFPLCON+l 
COMPUTE FPLBCON=FPLBCON/DVFPLCON 



SEX Male 

64.9 

Income Und. lOK 
in 

K $ 4.6 

Age in 18-30 
Years 9.6 

Educa- H. S. or le~ 
ti on 

8.8 

Size Res. Rural 
Area in K 

13.4 

Occu- Business -pation 
30.0 

Appendix IV 

Selected Socio-Economic Characteristics of Delegates 
to the 1972 Republican National Convention 

Female 

35.1 

10-14.9K 15-24.9K 25K + 

11. 8 27.1 56 .5 

31-40 41-50 51-60 60+ 

18.1 37.0 20.8 14.5 

Some Colo Bachelors Masters PhD 

27.5 23.6 18.6 21.5 

Suburbs 15-19.9 20-lOOK Ovr .100 

8.8 21.0 25.3 3L5 

Professnl. Hse. Wife Politician Student Lab. Farm. Secrt. Clrc. 

25.2 19.6 8.0 4.6 1.1 .2 0 9 

Figures are given in percent/and rows total 100% 

Other 

8.6 

I-' 
0 
(0 
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AMATEURS AND PROFESSIONALS AT THE 1972 REPUBLICAN 

NATIONAL CONVENTION: SEEKING CORRELATES OF 

PARTICIPATORY POLITICAL STYLE 

by 

David Harry Sieg 

(ABSTRACT) 

The twofold purpose of this thesis included the operationalization 

of a measure of participatory style and a quest for correlates of said 

style in several selected areas. Using survey data based upon the 

responses of 827 delegates to the 1972 Republican National Convention, 

this study developed a stylistic index which was finally structured into 

four categories of Amateur-Professional orientation. 

The fourfold index was first crosstab.ulated with several selected 

socio-economic variables and then compared to several variables 

directly related to party service longevity. The findings with respect to 

socio-economic variables largely confirmed the results of previous 

research which has failed to substantiate the existence of relationships 

.between political style and such possible correlates. With respect to 

service longevity 1 findings indicated that the Amateur style is more 

prevalent among relative newcomers to political party activismo 



The Amateur-Professional index was compared to three indices 

computed for each delegate and designed to tap preferences for material, 

solidary, and purposive incentives for maintenance of political activism. 

It was found that while the majority of all delegates manifested a strong 

preference for purposive incentives, such a preference was greatest 

among individuals of the Amateur orientation. Alternatively, such 

persons indicated the strongest distaste for material incentives. The 

hypothesis, which was formulated in accordance with the findings of 

previous research, was confirmed. 

A comparison of the stylistic index with the intensity of views 

regarding current issues failed to confirm the hypothesis that while 

the content or direction of views or attitudes hos not provided a basis 

of style differentiation, issue saliency well might. 
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