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Water in the 2014 Virginia General Assembly 
 The 2014 Virginia General Assembly (online at http://virginiageneralassembly.gov/) convened January 9 
and adjourned March 8.  During the session, the Assembly considered 2899 measures, the proposed biennial 
budget for 2014-16, and amendments to the 2012-14 budget. 
 The General Assembly was not able to agree on a biennial budget during the regular session, so a 
special session convened on March 24, 2014, and amendments for the 2012-14 budget were passed that day 
and approved by the governor on April 1.  After several weeks of disagreements among the House of 
Delegates, Senate, and the governor, on June 23 the budget for the upcoming biennium received final 
approval.  The normal reconvened session—for the General Assembly to consider vetoes or amendments by 
the governor—was held April 23. 

In this article, Virginia Water Central lists 161 measures in the 2014 Assembly (including six budget 
bills) dealing with water resources directly or indirectly.  The list comes from the Legislative Information 
System (LIS) Web site, at http://leg1.state.va.us, in the categories indicated by sub-headings below.  Bill 
summaries were also taken from LIS (edited in some cases for space or clarity).  Bills are listed under only 
one category, even if LIS listed them more than once.  The categories searched and the bills listed include all 
those with direct water relevance (such as bills in the “Water and Sewer Systems” category) as well as those 
with a potential or indirect relevance to water (such as bills dealing with land conservation and energy-
efficiency, two activities that ultimately affect water resources).  Water Central’s list below does not 
necessarily include all bills that potentially affect Virginia’s water resources. 
 Within each category, bills are listed in order of their bill number, using the following abbreviations:  
HB = bill started in House of Delegates; HJ = joint resolution started in the House; SB = bill started in the 
Senate; and SJ = joint resolution started in the Senate.  Numbers in the left-hand column have been added 
by Water Central for cross-referencing among the bills. 
 A box at the end of the article lists several topics and bills from the 2014 Assembly that received 
attention in various news media.  For a selection of online news articles about water-related legislation in 
the 2014 Assembly, please visit the Virginia Water Central News Grouper at 
http://vawatercentralnewsgrouper.wordpress.com/category/2014-virginia-general-assembly/. 
 Thanks to Water Center summer employee Bryce Thompson for compiling information on bill status, 
editing bill summaries, and cross-referencing related bills. 
  Water Central’s inventories of water-related bills in previous General Assembly sessions are available 
online at http://www.vwrrc.vt.edu/virginia-water-legislation/. 
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2014 Water-related Bill Inventory 
 
 Click on the bill numbers to access information at the Legislative Information System (LIS). 
  
Frequently used abbreviations: House ACNR = House Agriculture, Chesapeake, and Natural Resources 
committee; Senate ACNR = Senate Agriculture, Conservation, and Natural Resources committee; DCR = 
Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation; DEQ = Virginia Department of Environmental 
Quality; DGIF = Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries; NPS = National Park Service; SCC = 
State Corporation Commission; SWCB = State Water Control Board; VDOF = Virginia Department of 
Forestry; VDOT = Virginia Department of Transportation; VMRC = Virginia Marine Resources Commission. 
 

BUDGET 
 

1 HB 5001 Budget Bill.  Amendments to the 2012-14 biennial budget.   Passed during special 
session (after HB 29 
failed during the 
regular session). 

2 HB 5002 Budget Bill.  Appropriations for the 2014-2016 biennium (July 1, 
2014—June 30, 2016). 

Passed during special 
session (after HB 30 
failed during the 
regular session). 

3 SB 29 Budget Bill.  Amendments to the 2012-14 biennial budget.   Failed during regular 
session. 

4 SB 30 Budget Bill.  Appropriations for the 2014-2016 biennium (July 1, 
2014—June 30, 2016). 

Failed during regular 
session. 

   

 
CONSERVATION 
 
Land Conservation/Preservation Bills 
 

5 HB 738 Conservation easements; agreements to obtain land, 
consent required, inverse condemnation.  Would provide 
that, where the Commonwealth or any political subdivision 
possessing the power of eminent domain enters into an 
agreement to obtain a conservation easement, the 
Commonwealth shall first obtain the consent of all private 
landowners whose property would be subject to such easement. 

Continued to 2015 in 
House Courts of 
Justice. 

6 HB 968 Purchasers of brownfield properties.  Changes the definition 
of the "bona fide prospective purchaser" of brownfield property to 
include not only the person who acquires or proposes to acquire 
ownership of a brownfield property but also the tenant of such 
person (this conforms Virginia's definition to the federal 
definition). 

Passed. 

7 SB 568 Land preservation tax credit; retention of qualified 
mineral interest.  Would have disallowed a tax credit for the 
donation of an interest in land, including the donation of a 
conservation easement, where the donor retains a qualified 
mineral interest as defined by Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
regulations. 

Failed in Senate 
Finance. 
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Other Conservation Bills 
 

8 HB 363 Electric utility regulation; approval of generation 
facilities.  Would have required the SCC, in its consideration of 
an application for approval of an electrical generation facility, to 
consider environmental effects not expressly governed by a 
permit or expressly considered by a permitting authority, 
including carbon emissions. 

Failed in House 
Commerce and Labor. 

9 HB 506 Littering.  Would provide that a person charged with littering 
in an amount no more than 0.7 cubic feet may prepay fine of $50 
in lieu of appearance in court.  

Continued to 2015 in 
House Transportation. 

10 HB 529 Federal parks in Virginia; provision of temporary 
funding.  Would have authorized the governor, in the event of a 
federal government shutdown, to provide funding and execute 
necessary agreements to allow the temporary operation of any 
Virginia property controlled by the National Park Service.  

Failed in House Rules. 

11 HB 856 Hazardous waste permit.  Removes the requirement for a 
DEQ permit to transport hazardous waste (currently regulated 
by the transporting of hazardous waste).  State regulation of 
storage, treatment, and disposal of hazardous waste is retained. 

Passed. 

12 HB 858 State forest activity fee.  Authorizes VDOF to establish a 
special use permit fee for other activities in state forests in 
addition to the five currently specified activities of hunting, 
fishing, trapping, riding bikes, and riding horses.   

Passed. 

13 HB 1006 Update of the Probable Maximum Precipitation level 
applied to impounding structures (dams).  Directs the DCR 
to utilize a storm-based approach to calculate the Probable 
Maximum Precipitation (PMP) for various locations in or 
affecting Virginia.  Companion bill is SB 582 (#20). Similar to HJ 
132 (#142). 

Passed. 

14 HB 1070 Litter Control and Recycling Fund Advisory Board; 
membership.  Would have increased membership on the 
Advisory Board from five to six persons, with the new member 
designated to represent the craft brewery industry. 

Failed in House 
ACNR. 

15 HJ 28 Recycled material; Manufacturing Development 
Commission to study benefits in manufacturing process.  
Directs the Manufacturing Development Commission to examine 
the economic and environmental benefits of the use of recycled 
material in the manufacturing process in Virginia.  Companion 
bill is SJ 75 (#22). 

Passed. 

16 HJ 57 Selenium; Department of Environmental Quality to 
review toxicity to aquatic life.  Requests the DEQ to study 
the toxicity of selenium to aquatic life.  Companion Bill is SJ 35 
(#21). 

Passed. 

17 SB 53 Regulation of storm-water; waiver of charges for places of 
worship.  Would have required any locality that adopts a 
system of storm-water management service charges to provide 
for a waiver of at least 50 percent of such charge to any church, 
synagogue, or other place of worship.  

Reported from Senate 
Local Government; 
Failed in Senate 
ACNR. 

18 SB 431 Voluntary remediation program; removes cap on 
registration fees.  Removes the $5,000 cap on registration fees 
collected by the DEQ from persons conducting voluntary 
remediation on contaminated properties. 

Passed. 
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19 SB 545 Reforestation Operations Fund; changes current Fund to 
non-reverting special fund.  Changes the current 
Reforestation Operations Fund to a non-reverting special fund in 
which all money, including interest the fund generates, stays in 
this fund rather than reverting to the Commonwealth’s general 
fund at the end of each fiscal year. 

Passed. 

20 SB 582 Update of the Probable Maximum Precipitation level 
applied to impounding structures (dams).  Companion bill 
is HB 1006 (#13); please see that bill for summary.   Similar to 
HJ 132 (#142). 

Passed. 

21 SJ 35 Selenium; Department of Environmental Quality to 
review toxicity to aquatic life. Companion bill is HJ 57 (#16); 
please see that bill for summary. 

Passed. 

22 SJ 75 Recycled material; Manufacturing Development 
Commission to study benefits in manufacturing process.  
Companion bill is HJ 28 (#15); please see that bill for summary. 

Passed. 

 
 

ENERGY CONSERVATION AND RESOURCES 
 

23 HB 784 Virginia Geographic Information Network Advisory Board, 
etc.; membership and terms.  Reduces the number of non-
legislative citizen members who serve on this board from nine to 
seven; eliminates the position for an elected official that serves on 
a planning district commission and one of the two representatives 
of a utility or transportation industry. 

Passed. 

24 HB 796 Virginia Energy Plan; postpones due date for quadrennial 
updates.  Postpones the due date for quadrennial updates to the 
Virginia Energy Plan from July 1 to October 1.  Companion bill is 
SB 514 (#36).  See much more comprehensive related bill HB 1261 
(#30).  

Passed. 

25 HB 910 Renewable energy property; tax credits for placing into 
service.  Would establish tax credits for placing into service 
renewable energy property, defined as energy derived from 
sunlight, wind, falling water, biomass, waste, landfill gas, 
municipal solid waste, wave motion, tides, and geothermal power, 
but not including energy derived from coal, oil, natural gas, or 
nuclear power.  Credits could be up to 40 percent of the cost of 
installation, not to exceed $3 million for any individual property or 
$100 statewide annually.  Similar to HB 1063 (#27). 

Continued to 2015 in 
House Finance. 

26 HB 1025 Biofuels Production Incentive Grant Program; eligibility 
to receive grants.  Changes the amount of the grant for biofuels 
produced in the Commonwealth from $0.10 for each gallon 
produced and subsequently sold to (i) $0.04 for each gallon sold in 
calendar year 2014, (ii) $0.03 for each gallon in calendar year 
2015, and (iii) $0.025 for each gallon sold in calendar year 2016 
and during the period January 1, 2017, through June 30, 2017. 

Passed. 

27 HB 1063 Renewable energy property; tax credits for installing.  
Essentially identical to HB 910 (#25); please see that bill for 
summary. 

Failed in House 
Finance. 

28 HB 1158 Distributed electric generation; establishment of 
community solar gardens.  Would have authorized the 
establishment of community solar gardens, owned by a subscriber 

Failed in House 
Commerce and 
Labor. 
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organization that has at least 10 subscribers, and through which 
subscribers would receive credit on electricity bills for solar power 
generated by the solar garden. 

29 HB 1239 Real and personal property tax exemption; solar energy 
equipment, facilities, or devices.  Adds business-owned or 
business-operated solar energy equipment, facilities, or devices to 
the kinds of equipment or facilities considered “certified pollution 
control equipment and facilities” for the purpose of exemption 
from real and personal property tax.  Companion bill is SB 418 
(#35).  

Passed. 

30 HB 1261 Virginia Energy Plan; carbon dioxide emission control 
impact; schedule.  Requires the Virginia Energy Plan to include, 
with regard to any regulations proposed or promulgated by the 
U.S. EPA to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from fossil fuel-fired 
electric generating units, an analysis of the following: costs to and 
benefits for energy producers and electric utility customers; the 
effect on energy markets and reliability; and the commercial 
availability of technology required to comply with such 
regulations.  The measure also requires the Division of Energy of 
the Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME), in Plan 
updates starting in 2014, to set forth energy policy positions 
relevant to any potential regulations of the State Air Pollution 
Control Board to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from fossil fuel-
fired electric generating units under Section 111(d) of the Clean 
Air Act; this information is to address policy options for 
establishing separate standards of performance for carbon dioxide 
emissions from existing fossil fuel-fired electric generating units 
to promote the Plan's overall goal of fuel diversity.  The Plan is 
also required to (i) examine policy options for state regulatory 
action to adopt less stringent standards or longer compliance 
schedules than those provided for in applicable federal rules or 
guidelines and (ii) identify options, to the maximum extent 
permissible, for any federally required regulation of carbon 
dioxide emissions from existing fossil fuel-fired electric generating 
units.  Companion bill is SB 615 (#37). 

Passed. 

31 HJ 76 Mandatory renewable energy portfolio standard program; 
report.  Would have directed the Commission on Electric Utility 
Regulation to study the establishment of a mandatory renewable 
energy portfolio standard program for the Commonwealth. 

Failed in House 
Rules. 

32 SB 25 Offshore natural gas and oil royalties; establishment of 
Virginia Offshore Energy Emergency Response Fund.  
Establishes the Virginia Offshore Energy Emergency Response 
Fund and directs to it the first $50 million in royalties by the 
Commonwealth as the result of offshore natural gas and oil 
drilling and exploration.  Non-reverting funds of up to $50 million 
is to be used by the director of the DEQ solely for emergency 
preparation, emergency response, emergency environmental 
protection, or mitigation associated with a release of liquid 
hydrocarbons or associated fluids directly related to offshore 
energy exploration, development, production, or transmission.  
Any revenues generated above $50 million are to be transferred 
annually to the Commonwealth’s general fund. 

Passed. 

33 SB 123 Wind energy projects; regulations to mitigate adverse 
effects of turbine blades on wildlife.  Would have directed the 

Failed on Senate 
floor. 
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Board of Game and Inland Fisheries to establish regulations for 
mitigation measures to reduce impacts of wind turbines on 
wildlife.   

34 SB 222 Solar panels; community association's authority to 
prohibit.  Changes the previous law disallowing a community 
association from prohibiting solar-collection devices to authorizing 
associations to do so if the community association’s recorded 
declaration establishes such a prohibition. 

Passed. 

35 SB 418 Real and personal property tax exemption; solar energy 
equipment, facilities, or devices.  Companion bill is HB 1239 
(#29); please see that bill for summary.  The bill incorporated SB 
512 (not included separately in this list). 

Passed. 

36 SB 514 Virginia Energy Plan; postpones due date for quadrennial 
updates.  Companion bill is HB 796 (#24); please see that bill for 
summary. 

Passed. 

37 SB 615 Virginia Energy Plan; carbon dioxide emission control 
impact; schedule.  Companion bill is HB 1261 (#30); please see 
that bill for summary. 

Passed. 

38 SB 643 Electric utilities; costs of offshore wind facilities.  Limits to 
30 percent the portion of all costs incurred by an electric utility 
between July 1, 2007, and December 31, 2013, in developing an 
offshore wind facility that are recoverable through a rate 
adjustment clause.  Remaining 70 percent are to be recovered 
through existing base rates. 

Passed. 

39 SB 653 Renewable Energy Property Grant Fund.  Establishes, 
beginning with fiscal year 2016, grants for placing into service 
renewable energy property.  The grant would equal 35 percent of 
the costs paid or incurred to place the renewable energy property 
into service, not to exceed $2.5 million for any individual piece of 
renewable energy property.  The bill defines renewable energy as 
energy derived from sunlight, wind, falling water, biomass, waste, 
landfill gas, municipal solid waste, wave motion, tides, or 
geothermal power, but not including energy derived from coal, oil, 
natural gas, or nuclear power.  The DMME would administer the 
grant program and would be authorized, subject to appropriation, 
to award up to $10 million in renewable energy property grants 
for fiscal year 2016.  The act contains a second enactment that 
requires the act to be reenacted in the 2015 General Assembly in 
order to become effective 

Passed. 

 
 

FISHERIES AND HABITAT OF TIDAL WATERS 
 

40 HB 135 Home-produced or farm-produced products; sale of 
products by certain farm operations.  Would have allowed the 
sale of food products made from any fruit, grain, herbs, honey, 
meat, milk, mushrooms, nuts, poultry, seafood, or vegetables by a 
farm operation employing 10 or fewer people or by a private home 
under certain conditions, including direct sale to customers.  
Companion bill is SB 176 (#50). 

Failed in House 
ACNR. 

41 HB 390 Sand replenishment and riparian rights. Provides that, when 
sand or other material is placed on state-owned bottomlands 
seaward of the mean low-water mark in order to provide beach 

Passed. 
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nourishment or storm protection or as a result of a dredging 
project, and the public has an established right of use and 
maintenance upon the adjacent land above the mean low-water 
mark, the deposited material shall be deemed accretion for 
purposes of ownership, and shall not be deemed a severance or 
taking of, or otherwise to have impaired, an adjacent landowner's 
riparian or littoral rights. Companion bill is SB 209 (#51). 

42 HB 648 Oyster measures; reduces minimum size of container by 
which oysters in shell may be bought or sold.  Reduces from 
2,800 cubic inches to 2,500 cubic inches the minimum size of the 
container that is one of the measures by which oysters in the shell 
may be bought or sold. 

Passed. 

43 HB 655 Management of the Menhaden fishery.  Extends the sunset 
date for management of the Menhaden fishery from January 1, 
2015 to July 1, 2016, as well as various provisions enacted in 
2014, including the reduction in the quota that was installed in 
2014.  The bill also allows any person purchasing more than one of 
the licenses for the same vessel to catch Menhaden with a purse 
net to pay a fee equal to that for a single license.  Companion bill 
is SB 49 (#49). 

Passed. 

44 HB 845 Baylor Survey lines.  Authorizes the VMRC to reestablish the 
boundaries of the Baylor Survey between holders of leases on 
public and private oyster grounds in light of recent information 
that a number of private leases were granted by the VMRC within 
the Baylor grounds. 

Passed. 

45 HB 847 Dumping of Menhaden.  Would require that commercial 
fishermen report any release, disposal, or dumping of more than 
2,000 harvested Menhaden to the Commissioner of the VMRC and 
that the person responsible for the dumping remove any 
Menhaden that wash onto abutting shorelines. 

Continued to 2015 in 
House ACNR. 

46 HB 909 Channel Bass (Red Drum) harvest.  Repeals an obsolete 
section restricting the taking of Channel Bass.  The Atlantic State 
Marine Fisheries Commission currently establishes the 
restrictions on the taking of Channel Bass.  Companion bill is SB 
434 (#53).  

Passed. 

47 HB 911 Living shorelines general permit.  Requires that regulations 
for the issuance of general permits for living shoreline projects 
include an expedited review process.  Companion bill is SB 569.  

Passed. 

48 HB 1089 Zoning and agricultural activities.  Clarifies definition of 
agriculture products in the Virginia Code section that prohibits 
zoning ordinances from requiring a special permit for any 
agricultural, aquacultural, or silvicultural activity in areas zoned 
as an agricultural district or classification. 

Passed. 

49 SB 49 Management of the Menhaden fishery.  Companion bill is HB 
655 (#43); please see that bill for summary. 

Passed. 

50 SB 176 Home-produced or farm-produced products; sale of 
products by certain farm operations.  Companion bill is HB 
135 (#40); please see that bill for summary. 

Failed in Senate 
ACNR (stricken at 
request of patron). 

51 SB 209 Sand replenishment and riparian rights.  Companion bill is 
HB 390 (#41); please see that bill for summary. 

Passed. 
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52 SB 210 Suspension of tidal fishing privileges.  Would have 
authorized the VMRC to suspend for five years the tidal fishing 
privileges of any commercial fisherman who has violated the tidal 
fishery laws five times or more in a two-year period. 

Failed in Senate 
ACNR (stricken at 
request of patron). 

53 SB 434 Channel Bass (Red Drum) harvest.  Companion bill is HB 909 
(#46); please see that bill for summary. 

Passed. 

54 SB 569 Living shorelines general permit.  Companion bill is HB 911 
(#47); please see that bill for summary. 

Passed. 

 
 

GAME, INLAND FISHERIES, AND BOATING 
 
Hunting on Sunday Bills 
 

55 HB 1237 Hunting on Sundays.  Allows hunting on Sundays on private 
lands under certain conditions.  Companion bill is SB 154 (#58). 

Passed. 

56 HB 1250 Hunting on Sundays.  Would have authorized the Counties of 
Fairfax, Fauquier, Loudoun, and Prince William to adopt an 
ordinance that allows the hunting of wild animals on private 
lands on Sunday. 

Failed in House 
ACNR. 

57 SB 9 Hunting coyotes on Sunday.  Would have made it lawful to 
hunt or kill coyotes on Sundays.  

Reported from Senate 
ACNR; failed on 
Senate floor. 

58 SB 154 Hunting on Sundays.  Companion bill is HB 1237 (#55); please 
see that bill for summary. 

Passed. 

 
Other Game, Inland Fisheries, and Boating Bills 
 

59 HB 423 Alcoholic consumption on boats.  Would have allowed 
passengers in motor vehicles or boats operated by a restricted 
common carrier or contract passenger carrier to consumer 
alcoholic beverages.  Current law allows passengers to consume 
alcoholic beverages only on a chartered boat. 

Failed in House 
General Laws. 

60 HB 650 Boating-safety course exemption.  Would have exempted 
from the requirements of the boating-safety education course 
those people who hold various landing and aquaculture licenses 
and permits from the VMRC, and people 45 years of age or older 
who have possessed a Virginia motorboat registration certificate 
for at least six continuous years.  See related SB 52 (#69). 

Passed House and 
Senate; vetoed by 
governor. 

61 HB 803 Seizure and forfeiture of property for certain crimes.  
Would have provided that property used in connection with 
certain crimes associated with human trafficking is subject to 
forfeiture to the Commonwealth, and would have expanded the 
asset-forfeiture statute pertaining to automobiles to include 
watercraft used in attempted robbery. 

Failed in House 
Courts of Justice. 

62 HB 991 Hunting and fishing licenses for non-resident disabled 
veterans.  Allows non-resident Armed Services veterans who are 
totally and permanently disabled due to a service-connected 
disability to purchase hunting and fishing licenses at a cost equal 
to one-quarter of the regular fee for non-residents. 

Passed. 

63 HB 1042 Use of certain muzzle-loading pistols.  Would have allowed 
the use of muzzle-loading pistols (.50 caliber and using at least 50 

Failed in House 
ACNR. 
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grains of black powder or black powder equivalent) for hunting 
game birds and animals in certain counties. 

64 HB 1121 Composition of the Board of Game and Inland Fisheries.  
Changes the criteria for appointments made to the Board of 
Game and Inland Fisheries.  The bill sets membership at 11 
members, appointed by the governor, who are to be citizens of the 
Commonwealth and knowledgeable of wildlife conservation, 
hunting, fishing, boating, agriculture, forestry, or habitat.  Prior 
to this bill, each congressional district had one Board member. 

Passed. 

65 HB 1175 Special hunting and fishing license for disabled veterans.  
Would have expanded the special hunting and fishing license for 
totally disabled resident veterans to include fishing for trout in 
waters stocked by the DGIF and issuance of the Virginia 
Migratory Waterfowl Conservation Stamp. 

Failed in House 
ACNR. 

66 HJ 29 Wild-game over-population study.  Would have requested the 
DGIF to study whether there is an overpopulation of wild 
animals in the Commonwealth. 

Failed in House 
Rules. 

67 SB 37 Appointment of conservation police officers.  Eliminates the 
requirement that the DGIF director, when making appointments 
to sworn officer positions above the rank of conservation police 
officer, select from among the sworn conservation police officers 
within the DGIF.  This bill incorporated SB 192 (not included 
separately in this list). 

Continued to 2015 in 
House ACNR. 

68 SB 50 Endangered and threatened species.  Allows a person to 
possess, breed, sell, and transport any non-native wildlife that is 
included on any federal list of endangered or threatened species 
so long as i) the federal designation does not specifically prohibit 
such possession, breeding, selling, or transporting; and (ii) the 
non-native wildlife is not included on the list of predatory or 
undesirable animals specified by Virginia regulations. 

Passed. 

69 SB 52 Boating-safety course exemption.  Would have exempted 
person 45 years of age or older on July 1, 2014, from having to 
pass a boating-safety education course in order to operate a 
motorboat.  See related HB 650 (#60). 

Failed in Senate 
ACNR. 

70 SB 258 Law-enforcement consolidation plan.  Would direct the 
Secretary of Natural Resources, in cooperation with the DGIF 
and the VMRC, to develop a plan for the consolidation of the law 
enforcement functions of the two agencies under the DGIF. 

Continued to 2015 in 
Senate ACNR. 

71 SB 371 Terms of hunting, trapping, and fishing licenses and 
permits.  Allows the DGIF to issue hunting, trapping, and 
fishing licenses valid for one year from a future effective date.  
Under current law, such licenses are valid for one year from the 
date of purchase. 

Passed. 

72 SB 413 Wildlife rehabilitators.  Provides that the state law on practice 
of veterinary medicine does not prohibit wildlife care by people 
authorized by DGIF to do so, as long as the care provided 
complies with DGIF regulations and permit conditions. 

Passed. 

73 SB 487 Driving or boating while intoxicated; penalty for serious 
bodily injury.  Would raise from a Class 6 felony to a Class 4 
felony the penalty for maiming a person (“causing significant and 
permanent impairment”) while driving under the influence or 
while operating a motorboat while intoxicated.  The bill would 

Continued to 2015 in 
Senate Finance. 
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also create a Class 6 felony for causing serious bodily injury 
without maiming. 

74 SB 504 Watercraft titling certificates; amendments to uniform 
act.  Amends the Virginia Uniform Certificate of Title for 
Watercraft Act to conform it to other watercraft-related laws, 
including in its definition of watercraft. 

Passed. 

75 SB 602 Location of non-riparian blinds.  Prohibits the placement of 
non-riparian stationary blinds in a marked navigation channel.  
The bill also removes the prohibition against such blinds being 
located in waters having a depth greater than eight feet at mean 
high tide.  

Passed. 

76 SB 629 Navigation on certain waters.  Would have provided that no 
person who is recreationally floating in a non-motorized vessel 
upon a non-tidal river, stream, or creek with a drainage area of at 
least seven square miles within the Commonwealth shall be 
liable for civil or criminal trespass. 

Reported from Senate 
ACNR; failed on 
Senate floor. 

 
HIGHWAYS, BRIDGES, AND FERRIES 
 

77 HB 311 Re-codifying and revising laws.  Organizes laws in a more 
logical manner, removes obsolete and duplicative provisions, and 
improves the structure and clarity of statutes pertaining to 
highways, bridges, ferries, rail and public transportation, 
transportation funding, and local and regional transportation. 

Passed. 

78 HB 341 Natural gas vehicles weight-limit exception.  Allows 
vehicles fueled, wholly or partially, by natural gas to weigh up to 
2,000 pounds more than the applicable weight limit on non-
Interstate highways. 

Passed. 

79 HB 528 Drainage ditch maintenance, etc.; use of revenue-sharing 
highway funds.  Would have added drainage-ditch 
maintenance to the allowable uses of revenue-sharing highway 
funds. 

Failed in House 
Transportation 
(stricken at request of 
patron). 

80 HB 555 
 
 
 

Highway drains and culverts; localities to prohibit 
interfering with or impeding storm water runoff.  Would 
have allowed localities by ordinance to prohibit interfering with 
or impeding storm water runoff into drains or culverts on VDOT-
controlled highway rights-of-way.  Same as HB 744 (#81). 

Reported from House 
Transportation; failed 
on House floor. 

81 HB 744 Highway drains and culverts; localities to prohibit 
interfering with or impeding storm water runoff.  Same as 
HB 555 (#80); please see that bill for summary. 

Failed in House 
Transportation. 

82 HB 806 Tree replacement; VDOT to adhere to locality's policy.  
Would have required VDOT, in highway construction projects, to 
adhere to localities’ tree-replacement policies. 

Failed in House 
Transportation. 

83 HB 986 Designating the Master Trooper Jerry L. Hines Memorial 
Bridge.  Designates the Interstate 81 bridge over the Maury 
River in Rockbridge Country as the “Master Trooper Jerry L. 
Hines Memorial Bridge.”  Companion bill is SB 612 (#86). 

Passed. 

84 HB 1050 Soil and water conservation district signs.  Would exempts 
certain soil and water conservation district signs from regulation 
as outdoor advertising structures. 

Continued to 2015 in 
House Transportation. 

85 SB 505 Natural gas; incentives for expanded use as 
transportation fuel.  A complicated measure that would amend 

Continued to 2015 in 
Senate Finance. 
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several parts of the Virginia Code with language relating to 
incentives to use natural gas for transportation purposes.  The 
amendments would involve grant programs, vehicle registration 
requirements, taxes and fees, a special fund established; a 
Natural Gas Vehicle Incentive Fund; standards for dispensing 
natural gas motor fuels; the replacement program for state-
owned vehicles; a loan program for home fueling appliances; 
regulation of natural gas fueling services; membership on the 
board of the Virginia Universities Clean Energy Development 
and Economic Stimulus Foundation; and requiring the Virginia 
Port Authority to conduct a study of liquefied natural gas storage 
and refueling facilities in Hampton Roads.  

86 SB 612 Designating the Master Trooper Jerry L. Hines Memorial 
Bridge.  Companion bill is HB 986 (#83); please see that bill for 
summary. 

Passed. 

 
MINES AND MINING 
 

87 HB 140 Multistate Coal Compact; established.  Would have 
established a multi-state coal compact that allows member states 
that mine, process, market, or sell coal or coal-related products to 
facilitate best industry practices and to more effectively 
coordinate the mining, processing, marketing, and sales of coal 
and coal-related products. 

Failed in House 
Privileges and 
Elections. 

88 HB 461 Coalbed methane gas; release of funds held in escrow or 
suspense.  Would make several changes related to the release of 
funds held in escrow or suspense because of conflicting claims to 
coalbed methane gas. 

Continued to 2015 in 
Senate ACNR. 

89 HB 710 Funding for reclamation of coal-mined areas.  Amends the 
Virginia Coal Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 
1979 by removing the ability of certain applicants to provide a 
bond without separate surety, raising the target balance of the 
Coal Surface Mining Reclamation Fund (the Fund) from $1.75 
million to $20 million, and altering the method of deducting 
certain expenditures from the Fund.  Companion bill is SB 560 
(#98). 

Passed. 

90 HB 915 Hydraulic fracturing on state-owned uplands.  Would have 
required that any permit or lease for oil or gas exploration or 
extraction on state-owned uplands allow the use of hydraulic 
fracturing. 

Failed in House 
ACNR. 

91 HB 1028 Gas severance tax.  Extends the sunset date from December 31, 
2014, to December 31, 2015, for the local gas severance tax that is 
dedicated to the Gas Road Improvement Fund, to the Virginia 
Coalfield Economic Development Fund, and to water, sewer, and 
gas lines.  Companion bill is SB 552 (#97). 

Passed. 

92 HB 1167 Virginia Coal and Energy Alliance and Coal Mine Safety 
Board membership.  In the list of organizations that may 
nominate people for membership on the Virginia Coal Mine 
Safety Board, changes “Virginia Coal Association” to “Virginia 
Coal and Energy Alliance,” in accordance with that organization’s 
creation from the merger (announced in January 2014) of the 
Eastern Coal  Council, Virginia Coal Association, and Virginia 
Mining Association. 

Passed. 
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93 SB 48 Oil and gas drilling in the Eastern Virginia Groundwater 
Management Area.  Would have prohibited the DMME from 
issuing any permits to drill in the Eastern Virginia Groundwater 
Management Area until the DEQ completes its review of (i) the 
current surface water and groundwater quality and quantity 
regulations in the management area and (ii) any amendments to 
the regulation that are necessary to protect groundwater and 
surface water.  The DEQ review is to be completed by December 
1, 2014.  

Passed Senate; failed 
in House Commerce 
and Labor 

94 SB 217 Pollutant discharge permits for surface-mining.  Would 
have eliminated the requirement that the DMME director submit 
a copy of the application for a discharge permit to the SWCB for 
its review and provide the SWCB with a written notice of every 
action taken in consideration of the permit application.  The bill 
also would have removed the authority of the SWCB to object to 
issuance of a discharge permit. 

Failed in Senate 
ACNR (stricken at 
request of patron). 

95 SB 547 Sampling of water wells near uranium exploration 
activity.  Would require the holder of a permit to conduct 
uranium activities to contact property owners who have water 
wells located with 750 feet of the exploration activity and, with 
the owners’ consent, to periodically sample their water supply.  
Would also require regular testing, a technical report to the VDH, 
and a non-technical report from the VDH to the well owner.  

Continued to 2015 in 
House ACNR. 

96 SB 548 Coalbed methane; arbitration of conflicting claims of 
ownership.  Would have allowed “any claimant,” rather than 
“all claimants” (under current law) in a dispute over ownership of 
coalbed methane, to request arbitration over a decision by the 
Virginia Gas and Oil Board.  Also would have required 
arbitrators to be retired circuit court judges and would have 
allowed an arbitration decision to be appealed to the circuit court. 

Failed in Senate 
ACNR (stricken at 
request of patron). 

97 SB 552 Gas severance tax.  Companion bill is HB 1028 (#91); please 
see that bill for summary. 

Passed. 

98 SB 560 Funding for reclamation of coal-mined areas.  Companion 
bill is HB 710 (#89); please see that bill for summary. 

Passed. 

 
WASTE DISPOSAL 
 

99 HB 62 
 

Fees for disposal of solid waste; Southampton County.  
Allows Southampton County to levy fees for the disposal of solid 
waste at a country collection or disposal facility not to exceed the 
actual cost incurred by the country in removing and disposing of 
solid waste; adds Southampton County to the list of counties 
permitted to use fees to purchase equipment and to the counties 
for which certain specific authorities are specified; and allows 
Southampton County to exempt certain disabled veterans from 
such fees.  Companion bill is SB 589 (#101). 

Passed. 

100 HB 1234 Landfills; limitation on location.  Would require the director 
of the DEQ, during consideration of whether to issue a permit for 
a new solid waste management facility or the expansion of an 
existing facility, to determine that the proposed expansion of a 
facility will not be located within 150 feet of a Resource 
Protection Area as defined by the 1988 Virginia Chesapeake 
Bay Preservation Act and the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area 
Designation & Management Regulations. 

Continued to 2015 in 
House ACNR. 
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101 SB 589 Fees for disposal of solid waste; Southampton County.  
Companion bill is HB 62 (#99); please see that bill for summary. 

Continued to 2015 in 
Senate Local 
Government, but 
companion House bill 
passed. 

 
WATER AND SEWER SYSTEMS 
 

102 HB 227 Public water and sewer utilities and authorities; service 
contracts.  Would have authorized localities and water and 
sewer authorities to establish and operate programs under which 
they agree to repair, replace, or maintain the water or sewer line 
of a customer’s residential dwelling. 

Failed in Senate 
Commerce and Labor. 

103 HB 253 Alternative onsite sewage systems; licensure of installers.  
Would remove the requirement for an applicant of licensure as 
an installer of alternative onsite sewage systems to pass an 
examination, if such applicant demonstrates to the Board for 
Waterworks and Wastewater Works Operators and Onsite 
Sewage System Professionals that he or she has been performing 
that duties of an alternative onsite sewage system installer for at 
least eight years within the 12-year period immediately 
preceding the date of application for licensure.  This exemption 
already applies to licensing for installers of conventional sewer 
systems. 

Continued to 2015 in 
House Health, 
Welfare and 
Institutions. 

104 HB 409 Department of Health onsite-sewer services in relation to 
private vendors.  Would have required the VDH to convene a 
work group to identify any currently VDH engineering and 
design services related to the onsite septic systems that are in 
“inappropriate direct competition” with private sector 
engineering and design firms, and to develop a plan to stop 
providing such services.  

Failed in House 
Health, Welfare and 
Institutions. 

105 HB 473 Discounted water and sewer fees and charges; City of 
Richmond.  Provides that the City of Richmond may provide 
discounted water and sewer fees and charges for low-income, 
elderly, or disabled customers, and may offer financial assistance 
to customers for plumbing repairs and the replacement of water-
inefficient appliances.  Current law allows only a locality that 
owns a water and sewer system and has a population density of 
no more than 200 persons per square mile to develop such 
criteria.  Combines provisions of two companion bills: SB 67 
(#111) and SB 98 (#112).  See similar bill for the Town of Louisa, 
SB 10 (#110). 

Passed. 

106 HB 495 Mandatory sewer and water connections; Montgomery 
County.  Would have added Montgomery County to the list of 
localities that may require connections to their water and sewer 
systems by owners of property that can be served by the systems. 

Failed in House 
Counties, Cities and 
Towns. 

107 HB 1012 Charges for water and sewer shall be a lien on real estate; 
City of Suffolk.  Adds the City of Suffolk to the list of localities 
permitted to provide by ordinance that charges for water and 
sewer shall be a lien on the real estate served by such waterline 
or sewer. 

Passed. 

108 HB 1177 Safe drinking water testing requirements for private 
builders; Bedford County.  Adds Bedford County to the list of 
localities in which the governing body may establish reasonable 

Passed. 
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testing requirements to determine compliance with existing 
drinking water standards prior to the issuance of building 
permits. 

109 HB 1217 Chesapeake Bay Preservation Areas documentation in 
lieu of proof of septic tank pump-out.  Adds the following to 
requirements for in Chesapeake Bay Preservation Areas: that 
any locality which allows owners of certain on-site sewage 
treatment systems to submit documentation in lieu of proof of 
septic tank pump-out, shall require that such documentation be 
certified by a licensed or certified on-site sewage system operator 
or soil evaluator. 

Passed. 

110 SB 10 Discounted water and sewer fees and charges; Town of 
Louisa.  Permits the Town of Louisa to provide discounted water 
and sewer fees and charges for low-income and disabled 
customers.  Current law allows only a locality that owns a water 
and sewer system and has a population density of no more than 
200 persons per square mile to develop such criteria.  See similar 
bill for the City of Richmond, HB 473 (#105). 

Passed. 

111 SB 67 Discounted water and sewer fees and charges in for low-
income, elderly, and disabled customers; City of 
Richmond.  Companion bill (in part, along with SB 98, #112) to 
HB 473 (#105); please see that bill for summary. 

Passed. 

112 SB 98 Financial assistance in for plumbing repairs and 
replacing water-inefficient appliances; City of Richmond.  
Companion bill (in part, along with SB 67, #111) to HB 473 
(#105); please see that bill for summary. 

Passed. 

113 SB 290 Charges for water and sewer shall be a lien on real estate; 
Prince George and Smyth counties.  Adds Prince George and 
Smyth counties to those localities in which charges for water and 
sewer constitute a lien against the real property.  This bill 
incorporated SB 81 (not included in this list). 

Passed. 

114 SB 657 Alternative onsite sewage systems; extension of certain 
interim licenses.  Directs the Board for Waterworks and 
Wastewater Works Operators and Onsite Sewage System 
Professionals to extend one time, and deem to be valid, interim 
licenses as an alternative onsite sewage system installer held by 
an individual at such time as the individual applies and meets 
the eligibility criteria to take the examination required for 
issuance of an alternative onsite sewage system installer license. 

Passed. 

 
WATERS OF THE STATE, PORTS AND HARBORS 
 

115 HB 265 Multistate Non-navigable Waters Compact.  Would have 
established a multistate compact that allows a member of the 
compact to regulate non-navigable waters located wholly within 
its state. 

Failed in House 
Privileges and 
Elections. 

116 HB 445 TMDL waste load allocations procedural requirements. 
Establishes public-notice and comment requirements for the 
adoption of waste load allocations as part of a total maximum 
daily load (TMDL); the requirements are in lieu of waste load 
allocations being subject to the full requirements of 
Administrative Process Act regulations. 

Passed. 
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117 HB 572 Wetlands zoning ordinance; local credit for in-lieu fees.  
Requires a local wetlands board to give a permit applicant credit 
toward in-lieu fees in the amount of the fee he has paid, as an 
agreed-upon permit condition, to the Virginia Aquatic Resources 
Trust Fund or another dedicated wetlands restoration fund. 

Passed. 

118 HB 654 Wetland and stream mitigation banks; hydrologic unit 
boundaries.  Allows the use of a hydrologic system or dataset 
other than the National Watershed Boundary Dataset for the 
purpose of determining the boundaries of hydrologic units 
(watersheds) for wetland and stream mitigation, and allows the 
adjustment of the hydrologic unit boundaries of such dataset 
based on site-specific geographic or hydrologic information 
provided by the bank sponsor. 

Passed. 

119 HB 672 Port of Virginia Economic and Infrastructure Zone and 
development grant program.  Expands the area eligible for 
grants under this program from the previous Port of Virginia 
Economic and Infrastructure Development Zone into a statewide 
grant program; allows the Virginia Port Authority and the 
Department of Taxation to exchange information.  This bill 
incorporated HB 871 (not included in this list). 

Passed. 

120 HB 673 Virginia Stormwater Management Program; permit fees 
for land-disturbing activities of one to five acres involving 
single-family residences.  Would have limited the fee, under a 
General Permit for Discharges of Stormwater from Construction 
Activities, for coverage of one-acre to five-acre single-family 
residential projects to the amount charged for projects of less 
than one acre. 

Failed in House 
ACNR. 

121 HB 697 Virginia Stormwater Management Program; statewide 
delay of local implementation.  Would have delayed the date 
that local governments will have to assume responsibility for 
administering the Virginia Stormwater Management Program 
from July 1, 2014 to July 1, 2015.  Same as HB 1071 (#131) and 
HB 1117 (#133).  Similar to SB 469 (#150). 

Failed in House 
ACNR. 

122 HB 735 Ownership of beds of streams and creeks under special 
grant; requirement for posting claim.  Would have required 
any property owner posting a no-trespassing notice for the bed of 
a river or creek based on a claim of a right by special grant also 
to post the location where a record of the special grant for the 
property may be found. 

Failed in House 
ACNR. 

123 HB 835 Virginia Residential Property Disclosure Act; 
underground pipelines.  Would have required the disclosure 
that the owner/seller of residential real property makes no 
representations with respect to the presence of any underground 
pipelines or storage tanks carrying hazardous material such as 
natural gas or oil, and that purchasers are advised to exercise 
whatever due diligence they deem necessary to determine the 
presence of any pipeline that may lie beneath the property. 

Failed in House 
General Laws. 

124 HB 842 Port of Virginia Economic and Infrastructure 
Development Zone.  Would have added Accomack County and 
Northampton County to the localities composing the Port of 
Virginia Economic and Infrastructure Development Zone.  See 
HB 672 (#119), which expanded the zone into a statewide grant 
program. 

Failed in House 
Appropriations. 
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125 HB 846 Virginia Stormwater Management Program; exemption 
for certain Eastern Shore localities.  Would exempt the 
towns of Chincoteague, Saxis, and Tangier from compliance with 
the Virginia Stormwater Management Program (VSMP).  The 
bill also would exempt Chincoteague and Tangier from any 
VSMP for land-disturbing activities adopted by Accomack 
County. 

Continued to 2015 in 
House ACNR. 

126 HB 873 Ports-related tax credits.  Changes Virginia’s ports-related 
tax credits by increasing the annual amount of international 
trade facility tax credits that may be issued from $250,000 to 
$1.25 million, decreasing the annual amount of barge and rail 
usage tax credits that may be issued from $1.5 million to 
$500,000, and allowing a taxpayer to be eligible for the port 
volume increase tax credit and the barge and rail tax credit if the 
taxpayer meets the criteria for both.  Also changes some of the 
criteria for those tax credits. 

Passed. 

127 HB 876 Virginia Port Authority Board of Commissioners.  Changes 
the composition of the Board of Commissioners of the Virginia 
Port Authority by adding a member from Greater Hampton 
Roads and requiring that one member have maritime shipping 
experience.  

Passed. 

128 HB 938 Coast Guard and Marines service members’ requirement 
to serve as jurors.  Same as HB 1124 (#134), which passed; 
please see that bill for summary. 

Failed in House 
Courts of Justice. 

129 HB 1033 Soil and water conservation district dams; risk 
management plan.  Would have required the Division of Risk 
Management, with the approval of the governor, to establish a 
risk management insurance plan to provide protection against 
claims made against a landowner on whose property is located a 
dam owned, maintained, or operated by a soil and water 
conservation district.  Companion bill is SB 323 (#146); similar to 
HB 1034 (#130). 

Failed in House 
General Laws. 

130 HB 1034 Soil and water conservation district dams; liability 
protection for property owners.  Protects owners of land 
upon which dams are located that are owned, maintained, or 
operated by soil and water conservation districts from liability 
for damages to the property of others or the injury to persons 
resulting from the failure of the dam.  Void if the damage is the 
result of an act by the owner that isn’t related to ownership, 
maintenance, or operation of the dam.  Companion bill is SB 466 
(#148); similar to HB 1033 (#129). 

Passed. 

131 HB 1071 Virginia Stormwater Management Program; statewide 
delay of local implementation.  Same as HB 697 (#121) and 
HB 1117 (#133); please see HB 697 (#121) for summary.  Similar 
to SB 469 (#150). 

Failed in House 
ACNR. 

132 HB 1116 Banister River Scenic River designation.  Extends the State 
Scenic River designation of the Banister River from the current 
38.4 miles to 63.3 miles.  

Passed. 

133 HB 1117 Virginia Stormwater Management Program; statewide 
delay of local implementation.  Same as HB 697 (#121) and 
HB 1071 (#131); please see HB 697 (#121) for summary.  Similar 
to SB 469 (#150). 

Failed in House 
ACNR. 
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134 HB 1124 Liability of owners or operators of impoundment 
structures (dams).  Requires the owner of a dam, prior to 
conveying ownership of the dam or decommissioning the dam to 
a third party, to notify the director of the DCR of the transfer in 
accordance with the Virginia Impounding Structure Regulations 
requirements. 

Passed. 

135 HB 1157 Coast Guard and Marines service members’ requirement 
to serve as jurors.  Provides that, for purposes of determining 
whether a person is liable to serve as a juror, military personnel 
of the United States Coast Guard and Marine Corps are not to be 
considered Virginia residents solely by reason of being stationed 
in the Commonwealth; current law makes this provision for 
members of the U.S. Air Force, Army, and Navy.  Same as HB 
938 (#128), which failed. 

Passed. 

136 HB 1168 Wetland and stream mitigation.  Would have provided that 
preservation of upland or stream buffers or wetlands on state 
land would be allowed for compensatory mitigation credits for 
impacts on wetlands or streams unless only if the 
Commonwealth acquires the land after mitigation activity is 
proposed, or if a state agency or a foundation related to a state 
institution of higher education is compensating for state agency 
impacts to wetlands or streams. 

Passed House; failed 
in Senate Finance. 

137 HB 1170 Virginia Stormwater Management Program; acreage for 
exemption for separately built single-family residences.  
Would have expanded the exemption from state stormwater 
permit requirements for certain separately built single-family 
residences by raising the area of disturbance for exempt projects 
from one to three acres, except in in jurisdictions subject to the 
Chesapeake Bay Preservation Area Designation and 
Management Regulations. 

Failed in House 
ACNR. 

138 HB 1173 Virginia Stormwater Management Program; state 
implementation in lieu of local program.  Requires the DEQ 
to establish a stormwater program for any locality that doesn’t 
have one, and requires the SWCB to adopt regulations relating to 
the management programs.  This bill incorporated HB 58, HB 
261, and HB 649 (these bills are not included separately in this 
inventory).  Companion bill is SB 423 (#147). 

Passed. 

139 HB 1193 Appointments to the State Water Control Board.  Requires 
the governor, in making appointments to the SWCB, to try to 
ensure that membership is geographically balanced.  

Passed. 

140 HB 1244 Department of Transportation study concerning Potomac 
River crossings.  Would have required VDOT to consider the 
results of an ongoing transportation-demand study regarding 
Potomac River crossings between Virginia and Maryland, in 
order to provide data on congestion for the region and to 
determine whether to recommend a new Potomac River crossing 
between the Point of Rocks Bridge (U.S. Route 15) in Virginia 
and Route 301 in Maryland. 

Failed in House 
Appropriations. 

141 HJ 118 Study of dam safety regulations.  Would have requested the 
DCR to study changes to Virginia’s Impounding Structure 
Regulations issued in 2008 that might result in cost savings to 
owners of dams without jeopardizing public safety. 

Failed in House Rules. 
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142 HJ 132 Update of the Probable Maximum Precipitation level 
applied to impounding structures (dams).  Would have 
requested that the DCR study the utilization of a storm-based 
approach in updating the Probable Maximum Precipitation for 
locations within or affecting the Commonwealth.  Similar to HB 
1006 (#13) and SB 582 (#20). 

Failed in House Rules. 

143 HJ 79 Commending Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 63.  
Commends this volunteer group, which assists the U.S. Coast 
Guard in water safety, boater education, and search-and-rescue, 
on the group’s 50th anniversary in June 2013.  

Passed. 

144 SB 152 Disclosure of presence of dam.  Would have required the first 
seller of a residential property (developer) that is located in a 
dam-break inundation zone to disclose to any prospective 
purchaser of the property that the property is located in such a 
zone and that the failure of the dam may represent a threat to 
public health and safety.  

Failed in Senate 
General Laws and 
Technology (stricken 
at request of patron). 

145 SB 257 Scenic river designation for Tye River section.  Designates 
a 12.7-mile segment to the Tye River in Nelson County as a 
component of the Virginia Scenic Rivers System. 

Passed. 

146 SB 323 Soil and water conservation district dams; risk 
management plan.  Companion bill is HB 1033 (#129); please 
see that bill for summary. 

Failed in House 
General Laws. 

147 SB 423 Virginia Stormwater Management Program; state 
implementation in lieu of local program.  Companion bill is 
HB 1173 (#138); please see that bill for summary.  This bill 
incorporated SB 425 and SB 530 (these bills are not included 
separately in this inventory). 

Passed. 

148 SB 466 Soil and water conservation district dams; liability 
protection for property owners.  Companion bill is HB 1034 
(#130); please see that bill for summary. 

Passed. 

149 SB 467 York River; VMRC to grant an easement and rights-of-way 
across beds including Baylor Survey Grounds.  Authorizes 
the VMRC to grant an easement and rights-of-way across beds of 
the York River, including a portion of the Baylor Survey Grounds 
No. 5, to Plains Marketing for the expansion, construction, 
updating, and maintenance, of the Yorktown oil facility, an area 
containing 160,908 square feet or 3.694 acres. 

Passed. 

150 SB 469 Virginia Stormwater Management Program; delay of local 
implementation in localities with minimal Chesapeake 
Bay watershed.  Would have delayed the date on which local 
governments are required to assume responsibility for 
administering the Virginia Stormwater Management Program 
from July 1, 2014, to July 1, 2015, in those localities in which 
less than 11 percent of the land area drains to the Chesapeake 
Bay.  Similar to HB 697 (#121), HB 1071 (#131), and HB 1117 
(#133).  

Failed in Senate 
ACNR. 

151 SB 551 Scenic river designation for Cranesnest River section; 
plus limits on what Scenic River designation affects.  
Designates a 10.7-mile segment of the Cranesnest River in 
Dickenson County as a component of the Virginia Scenic Rivers 
System.  The bill also makes applicable to all Virginia Scenic 
Rivers the following language that previously had been applied 
to certain river sections: “Designation as a scenic river shall not 

Passed. 
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be used: 1. To designate the lands along the river and its 
tributaries as unsuitable for mining pursuant to [Va. Code 
section] 45.1.252 or regulations promulgated with respect to such 
section, or as unsuitable for use as a location for a surface 
mineral mine as defined in [Va. Code section] 45.1-161.292:2;...or 
2. To be a criterion for purposes of imposing water quality 
standards under the federal Clean Water Act.” 

152 SB 671 Reporting of water usage by electricity-generating 
stations.  Would have required that electricity-generating 
stations seeking a Virginia Water Protection Permit submit an 
estimate of the amount of water that would be withdrawn and 
consumed for the lifecycle of the fuel used by the proposed 
generating station. 

Failed in Senate 
ACNR. 

153 SJ 69 Master rail plan for Port of Virginia.  Requests that the 
Office of Intermodal Planning and Investment, in consultation 
with the Department of Rail and Public Transportation and the 
Virginia Port Authority, develop a Master Rail Plan for the 
principal facilities of the Port of Virginia. 

Passed. 

 
FROM MISCELLANEOUS CATEGORIES 
 

154 HB 674 Water supplies and waterworks; human consumption.  
Defines “human consumption” as used in the context of water 
supplies and waterworks.  (From Health category.) 

Passed. 

155 HB 766 Service districts; energy and water conservation and 
management services.  Would have added energy and water 
conservation and management services to those powers available 
to service districts.  (From Drainage, Soil Conservation, 
Sanitation, and Public Facilities category.) 

Failed in House 
Counties, Cities and 
Towns. 

156 HB 975 Hybrid electric motor vehicles; repeals annual license tax.  
Repeals the $64 annual license tax on hybrid electric motor 
vehicles that was first imposed beginning July 1, 2013.  The bill 
also provides for refunds of the license tax paid on hybrid electric 
motor vehicles for registration years beginning on or after July 1, 
2014.  Companion bill is SB 127 (#159).  (From Taxation 
category.) 

Passed. 

157 HB 1092 Condemnation of oyster grounds.  Prohibits localities from 
exercising the right of eminent domain to condemn privately 
leased riparian and general oyster planting grounds.  These 
planting grounds are assigned to persons under a lease 
agreement approved by the VMRC.  An exception to the 
condemnation prohibition is made for permitted water-dependent 
linear wastewater projects where there is no practical alternative.  
Companion bill is SB 603 (#161).  (From Eminent Domain 
category.) 

Passed. 

158 HB 1253 Hampton Roads Transportation Accountability 
Commission created.  Creates the Hampton Roads 
Transportation Accountability Commission, which is composed of 
the chief elected officers of the governing bodies of the 14 
localities in Planning District 23, two senators, three delegates, 
and four non-voting ex officio members.  Companion bill is SB 513 
(#160).  (From Transportation category.) 

Passed. 
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159 SB 127 Hybrid electric motor vehicles; repeals annual license tax.  
Companion bill is HB 975 (#156); please see that bill for 
summary.  (From Taxation category.) 

Passed. 

160 SB 513 Hampton Roads Transportation Accountability 
Commission created.  Companion bill is HB 1253 (#158); please 
see that bill for summary.  (From Transportation category.) 

Passed. 

161 SB 603 Condemnation of oyster grounds.  Companion bill is HB 1092 
(#157); please see that bill for summary.  (From Eminent Domain 
category.) 

Passed. 

 

 

Some 2014 General Assembly Issues and Bills Covered by News Media 
 
Aquaculture 
HB 1089 (#48 above) - Aquaculture and permits for agricultural activities. 
 
Dams 
HJ 132 (#142 above) - Study of maximum precipitation estimation for dams. 
 
Boating 
HB 650 (#60 above) – Exemption from boating-safety education requirement for certain groups of experienced 
boat operators. 
 
Energy: Coalbed Methane Escrow Funds 
HB 461 (#88 above). 
 
Energy: Transportation 
HB 975 (#156 above) and SB 127 (#159 above) – Repealing $64 annual tax on hybrid gas-electric vehicles 
passed in 2013 transportation package. 
 
Hydraulic Fracturing for Gas and Oil 
SB 48 (#93 above) – Groundwater and permitting for gas and oil drilling in eastern Virginia. 
 
Hunting on Sunday  
HB 1237 (#55 above), HB 1250 (#56 above), SB 9 (#57 above), and SB 154 (#58 above). 
 
Menhaden Management 
HB 655 (#43 above) and SB 49 (#49 above) – Keeping harvest quota in place.  
 
Stormwater Management 
HB 1173 (#138 above) and SB 423 (#147 above)  – Allowing certain localities to opt out of establishing a local 
stormwater-management program, in which case the Department of Environmental Quality manages program in 
that locality; plus several other provisions. 
 
Wind Energy 
SB 123 (#33 above) -  Mitigation of wind-turbine impacts on wildlife. 
 
Sources (each issue listed, but not necessarily each bill, was mentioned by one or more of the following 
sources): Bay Journal, Capital News Service, [Newport News] Daily Press, Field & Stream, Fredericksburg Free 
Lance-Star, Lynchburg News & Advance, Richmond Times-Dispatch, Roanoke Times, [Norfolk] Virginian-Pilot, 
Washington Post, Williamsburg Yorktown Daily. 
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