OPEN LICENSES
Here are Creative Commons Open Licenses.
They are free for anyone to use. You can learn
more about them and how to obtain one at:
creativecommons.org/share-your-work

ATTRIBUTION (CC BY)
creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
This license lets you distribute, remix, tweak,
and build upon a work with this license, even
commercially, as long as you give appropriate
credit, link to the license and indicate if
changes were made.

ATTRIBUTION-NONCOMMERCIAL (CC BY
NC)
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
This license lets you remix, tweak, and build
upon work with this license non-commercially
(your new works must also be non-commercial).
You must give appropriate credit, link to the
license and indicate if changes were made.

Attribution

Non-Commercial

Share Alike

No Derivative Works

ATTRIBUTION-SHAREALIKE (CC BY SA)
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
This license lets you remix, tweak, build upon,
and redistribute a work with this license, even
for commercial purposes, as long as you
license your new creations under the identical
terms, give appropriate credit, link to the
license, and indicate if changes were made.
CREATIVE COMMONS PUBLIC DOMAIN
MARKS (CC PD & CC0)
creativecommons.org/publicdomain
These licenses are used to indicate if
something is in the PUBLIC DOMAIN
(CC PD) “No Known Copyright”

ATTRIBUTION-NONCOMMERCIALSHAREALIKE (CC BY NC SA)
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0
This license lets you remix, tweak, and build
upon work with this license and redistribute
non-commercially, as long as you license new
creations under the identical terms. You must
give appropriate credit, link to the license and
indicate if changes were made.

There are two other Creative Commons licenses
that allow distribution but do not allow remix or
tweaking. These are not considered to be
“open” licenses.

Or, if it has been donated to the PUBLIC
DOMAIN (CC0) “No Rights Reserved”
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO GIVE APPROPRIATE CREDIT?
If supplied, you must provide the name of the creator(s), a link to the material, and the name and a link to
the license. Full details are available in the text of each license. For best practices attribution see:
wiki.creativecommons.org/wiki/Best_practices_for_attribution

WHAT IS CREATIVE COMMONS AND WHY DO
PEOPLE USE ITS LICENSES?

WHERE CAN I FIND CREATIVE COMMONS
LICENSED WORKS?

Creative Commons is a non-profit organization
that helps people share their in-copyright works
for reuse by others.

You can filter for Creative Commons licensed
content using Google Advanced Search “Rights”
filter. Here are several examples of popular places
to look for collections of CC licensed content.

Sometimes creators and other copyright holders
want the public to be able to reuse their works
but are unable to allow reuse easily and legally
given the works’ “All Rights Reserved” copyright
status. Creative Commons licenses enable
copyright holders to allow reuse of their works by
giving everyone a range of permissions in
advance.
You can choose the kinds of permissions to
grant over your work and let people know with a
clear yet powerful license. Individuals, institutions,
artists, educators, scientists and public agencies
around the world are now declaring “Some Rights
Reserved” with Creative Commons licenses.
People who use Creative Commons licenses
contribute to a global pool of reusable original
works. Everyone is able to reuse those works,
leading to a culture of sharing and fostering new
ideas and opportunities.
Except for images, trade marks, logos and icons,
the content of this resource is licensed under a
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 license. It is
based in part on a work at:
creativecommons.org.nz/cc-brochure-civer

FIND, SHARE, REMIX, CREATE. LEGALLY

Images, Music, Media & Video
search.creativecommons.org

Textbooks
open.umn.edu/opentextbooks
LEARN ABOUT CREATIVE COMMONS
LICENSES.
YOU CAN APPLY THESE LICENSES TO YOUR
IN-COPYRIGHT WORKS TO ENABLE SHARING
AND REUSE

“open textbooks” www.flickr.com/photos/gforsythe/9088794209 by
Giulia Forsythe is licensed under CC BY NC SA

Interactive Simulations
phet.colorado.edu

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES GUIDE
guides.lib.vt.edu/oer
OPEN EDUCATION INITIATIVE
University Libraries, Virginia Tech

