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Remote High Performance Visualization of Big Data for Immersive

Science

Faiz A. Abidi

(ABSTRACT)

Remote visualization has emerged as a necessary tool in the analysis of big data. High-
performance computing clusters can provide several benefits in scaling to larger data sizes,
from parallel file systems to larger RAM profiles to parallel computation among many CPUs
and GPUs. For scalable data visualization, remote visualization tools and infrastructure is
critical where only pixels and interaction events are sent over the network instead of the
data. In this paper, we present our pipeline using VirtualGL, TurboVNC, and ParaView to
render over 40 million points using remote HPC clusters and project over 26 million pixels in
a CAVE-style system. We benchmark the system by varying the video stream compression
parameters supported by TurboVNC and establish some best practices for typical usage
scenarios. This work will help research scientists and academicians in scaling their big data

visualizations for real time interaction.
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(GENERAL AUDIENCE ABSTRACT)

With advancements made in the technology sector, there are now improved and more scien-
tific ways to see the data. 10 years ago, nobody would have thought what a 3D movie is or
how it would feel to watch a movie in 3D. Some may even have questioned if it is possible.
But watching 3D cinema is typical now and we do not care much about what goes behind
the scenes to make this experience possible. Similarly, is it possible to see and interact with
3D data in the same way Tony Stark does in the movie Iron Man? The answer is yes, it is
possible with several tools available now and one of these tools is called ParaView, which
is mostly used for scientific visualization of data like climate research, computational fluid
dynamics, astronomy among other things. You can either visualize this data on a 2D screen
or in a 3D environment where a user will feel a sense of immersion as if they are within the
scene looking and interacting with the data. But where is this data actually drawn? And
how much time does it take to draw if we are dealing with large datasets? Do we want to
draw all this 3D data on a local machine or can we make use of powerful remote machines
that do the drawing part and send the final image through a network to the client? In most
cases, drawing on a remote machine is a better solution when dealing with big data and the
biggest bottleneck is how fast can data be sent to and received from the remote machines. In
this work, we seek to understand the best practices of drawing big data on remote machines
using ParaView and visualizing it in a 3D projection room like a CAVE (see section 2.2 for

details on what is a CAVE).
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Visualization has been described in [13] as “the use of computer-supported, interactive visual
representations of data to amplify cognition.” If there are large quantities of data to be
visualized, typically, humans tend to perform poorly in reading and analyzing the data when
presented in a numerical form compared to when presented in a visual form. Consider the
pictures shown in figures 1.1 and 1.2. Figure 1.1 shows the data in a tabular form where
the countries are listed in decreasing order of oil consumption in 2011. The table is longer
than shown in the figure and contains hundreds of countries. The same data is used to build
a treemap [75] in figure 1.2. It is clear from the two figures that one can quickly see and
understand the oil consumption pattern of the counties from the second figure compared to
the first one. The second figure is also interactive in nature in the sense that when a mouse
pointer is hovered over any box in the treemap, it shows more details about that country.
This can be attributed to the Shneiderman’s principle that states “Overview first, zoom and

filter, then details-on-demand” [52].

As a matter of fact, in 2013, [50] quoted that 90% of the data in the world has been gen-

erated in the last two years and 2.5 billion GB of new data is generated on a daily basis.
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it e

1 United States 18840000 21.58
2 China 9790000 11.22
3 Japan 4464000 5.11

4 India 3292000 3.77

5 Russia 3196000 3.66

6 Saudi Arabia 2817000 3.23

7 Brazil 2594000 2.97

8 Germany 2400000 2.75

9 South Korea 2301000 2.64
10 Canada 2259000 2.59
11 Mexico 2133000 2.44
12 France 1792000 2.05

Figure 1.1: World oil consumption statistics by country in a tabular form [56]

orld Qil Consumption

Germany
2.4 Millions

1 Millior

Figure 1.2: World oil consumption statistics by country in a treemap form [56]

With so much of data being generated, there is a greater need to come up with meaningful

visualizations that help to better understand and analyze the data and see patterns, if any.

Visualizing data can have its own set of challenges. Sometimes the data contains noise that
needs to be cleaned before visualizing it. Combining visual representations with textual
labels can be a challenge too. Some other challenges can include finding related informa-
tion, collaboration, viewing large data on a small screen, integrating data mining, achieving

universal usability, and evaluation [14].
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1.1 Motivation

One of the big challenges of big data visual analytics is rendering of the data. Rendering is
a computationally expensive task that can take from a few hours to several days to render
the data. Rendering can be thought of as the process to generate images from 2D or 3D
models using powerful servers running some graphics algorithms. For example, think of a
scene file that contains the model of a spherical ball. A user can define the geometry, colour,
viewpoint, texture, lighting and other similar characteristics of the ball. All this metadata
about the ball is then passed to a rendering algorithm that converts this information to a
digital image. These images can be referred to as frames. A single scene file can generate

multiple images or frames depending on the viewpoints.

To give an estimate of how computationally challenging rendering can be, when the animated
movie “Cars 2”7 was released, Pixar stated that had to use 12,500 cores for rendering the
entire movie, and each frame took an average of 11.5 hours to render [62]. Another example
is that of the movie called “Big Hero 6” by Disney. Disney created a new renderer called the
Hyperion renderer that basically allowed the creators to render with Global Illumination,
which meant that the light sources would bounce around multiple times and behave much
closer to actual light in the real world. Hyperion is run on a 55,000 core supercomputer that
spans four geographically separate sites. This supercomputer produced 1.1 million core-hours

each day totalling to 199 million core-hours that led to the creation of the movie [12].

Rendering can be challenging in terms of computation but the examples we discussed above
needed pre-rendering and not dynamic rendering. Dynamic or on-demand rendering refers
to rendering something in real time when there are no pre-defined frames and it is up to
the user visualizing the data to change viewpoints as desired. Most of the video games are

examples of dynamic rendering where a user playing the game can change viewpoints and
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geometry every second and new frames have to be generated in real time and shown to
the user. A combination of different frames shown every second gives a false perception of
motion, and this is essentially what happens in movies or games. Frame rate can be referred
to as the number of frames generated per second (see section 4.1 for details on what a good
frame rate is). If the frame rate is not high enough, the user will be able to see/feel a lag and
this adversely affects user experience. Thus, we need a way to render frames interactively for
a good user experience and this can be done with sufficient amount of hardware resources

that includes CPUs, GPUs, and memory.

Server

model data

T

| GPUrendering model data Client
| « P P
<« — ‘ -
| T pikel data

Figure 1.3: Remote rendering overview [25]

It is not typical to have a local access to a large pool of resources containing hundreds of
CPUs and GPUs. Keeping that much computational resources locally will be very expensive
and difficult to maintain. However, it is more feasible to have access to a large pool of remote
cloud servers using services like AWS [9], Google Compute [23], Azure [34], etc. or a remote
high performance computing cluster. Offloading the heavy computational tasks to these
remote servers means that the client can be as thin as possible only running the application
and getting the rendered images back from the remote servers. But this architecture is
dependent on how efficiently can data be sent and received from the remote servers. In this

architecture, the user experience will be dependent on the time taken to send the data to

4
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the remote servers plus the time taken to render the data on the remote servers plus the
time taken for the rendered data to be transferred back to the client. Figure 1.3 shows a

high-level overview of how remote rendering works.

1.2 Research goal

Network is one of the biggest bottlenecks of remote rendering and thus, we want to minimize
the data sent to the server (see figure 1.4). The most commonly used method to do this is
to compress the data. Compression will make the data size smaller and the time taken to
send this data from the client to the server and vice-a-versa will decrease as well. That said,
compression has its own disadvantages too. Compression and decompression consumes CPU
time meaning that some extra time will be added to the rendering process. Another disad-
vantage is that compression can lead to loss of data depending on what type of algorithms

are being used (lossy versus lossless algorithms).

Apart from compression, there are other factors that can help minimize network bandwidth
usage at the cost of reduced render quality like JPEG chrominance sub-sampling and the

amount of compression level applied (see section 2.5.2 for details).

In this work, we are trying to render big 3D data (40+ million points) on the remote HPC
clusters at Virginia Tech using a dedicated 10 GB research network called VI-RNET and
visualizing them in a CAVE-style system (for details on CAVE, refer to section 2.2) that
can support over 26 million pixels. From a high-level, our pipeline consists of ParaView
in a CAVE mode (see section 2.3 for details), VirtualGL (see section 2.6 for details), and

TurboVNC (see section 2.5.1 for details).

We are trying to find out what are the different compression parameters that we can vary
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supported by TurboVNC that can help us reduce network traffic and at the same time
provide interactive frame rates. The compression parameters discussed above can help reduce
network bandwidth and the ultimate goal is to make sure that the users visualizing the big
3D data in a CAVE-style system have a good experience and do not feel a lag. However,
getting interactive framerates is not the only goal since the user experience will not be good

even at interactive frame rates if the render quality is bad.

Apart from the network traffic, we measure the effects of compression on CPU and memory
consumed at the client and the server side. We describe our setup and the elements in our

pipeline in detail in chapter 3.

Figure 1.4: Network bandwidth is a bottleneck in remote client-server architecture [24]

1.3 Document overview

In chapter 2, we review some work done in the field of remote big data visualization (including
the challenges) along with talking about the technologies used in our pipeline like ParaView,

TurboVNC, VirtualGL, and Ganglia. In chapter 3, we layout our experimental pipeline
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consisting of different elements and present some architecture diagrams. We also talk about
some limitations of immersive ParaView in this chapter. Chapter 4 presents all the results
we got and show it in the form of graphs along with t-tests and ANOVA evaluation. Chapter
5 discusses in detail about the results we got in chapter 4 and what meaningful results can

be inferred from it. Finally, chapter 6 concludes this document and talks about future work.



Chapter 2

Review of Literature

2.1 Brief history

Graphics rendering pipeline consists of two phases - geometry processing and b) rasterization.
The authors in [35] have described three classes of parallel rendering algorithms; sort-first,
sort-middle, and sort- last. In sort-first, the primitives or the objects in the scene are sorted
early in the rendering pipeline - during geometry processing. The biggest advantage of
sort-first is low communication requirements when the tessalation ratio and the degree of
oversampling is high. In sort-middle algorithm, the primitives are sorted after the geometry-
processing phase but before rasterization. In sort-last algorithm, the primitives are sorted
after the rasterization but before the scene display. A significant advantage of the sort-
last algorithm is that the renderers implement the complete rendering pipeline and are
independent until pixel merging. In general, all the three rendering algorithms suffer from
some common problems like load balancing, high processing and communication costs, and

high pixelated traffic. ParaView [31] implements sort-last algorithm in its code.

8
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Samanta et al. [47] discuss a hybrid of sort-first and sort-last parallel polygon rendering
algorithm. The hybrid algorithm outperforms sort-first and sort-last algorithms in terms of
efficiency. Overall, the hybrid algorithm achieved interactive frame rates with efficiencies of
55% to 70.5%. during simulation with 64 PCs. The hybrid algorithm provides a low cost

solution to high performance rendering of 3D polygonal models.

Eilemann et al. [18] introduced a system called Equalizer, a toolkit for parallel rendering
based on OpenGL. Equalizer also provides an API to develop graphics applications. Equal-
izer takes care of distributed execution, synchronization, and final image composting, while
the application programmer identifies and encapsulates culling and rendering. This approach
is minimally invasive since the proprietary rendering code is retained. Using Equalizer for
rendering does not impose any restriction on how the application handles and accesses the
data to be visualized. Equalizer does not facilitate parallel data access and distribution.
Other parallel rendering algorithms like sort-first and sort-last can also be implemented us-
ing Equalizer. A disadvantage of Equalizer is that it does not solve the problem of load

balancing, which is an important issue with parallel rendering.

Moreland et al. [37] used sort-last parallel rendering algorithm to render data to large tile
displays. They mention that because the system does not replicate input data amongst the
processors or transfer data between processors, it can handle very large data sets and support
display resolutions with bigger rendering clusters. They also describe some optimization

techniques that can be used to render and compose the images in an interactive application.

Ahrens et al. [7] talk about the challenges of visualizing huge datasets and propose that a
simple solution to this problem is dividing the data into smaller pieces and streaming these
smaller pieces through memory and processing them. The authors present a visualization
architecture that uses advanced culling and prioritization features based on data and spatial

location and also enable advanced rendering features such as view dependent ordering and
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occlusion culling. The paper shows improvements for real-world visualization programs. [5]
also talks about similar problems with respect to large-scale data visualization and presents
an architectural approach based on mixed dataset topology parallel data streaming. This

enables high code reuse and and consumes less memory to visualize big data sets.

Morland et al. [36] described a new set of parallel rendering components for the Visualiza-
tion Toolkit (VTK) [49]. They introduced components of Chromium [26] and ICE-T (an
implementation of [37]) into VTK and showed that VTK can be a viable framework for

cluster-based interactive applications that require remote display.

2.2 What is a CAVE?

A CAVE automated virtual environment [17] is a virtual reality interface that consists of
walls and each wall can be driven by one or more projectors. The first CAVE was developed
at the University of Illinois, Chicago Electronic Visualization Laboratory in 1992 for scientific
and engineering applications and overcome the limitations of head mounted displays (HMD).
A CAVE allows multiple users to share the virtual environment to examine and interact with
complex 3D models. A CAVE does not necessarily have a fixed number of walls. The CAVE
at Virginia Tech in the Visionarium Lab - The Hypercube [61] - is a 4-walled CAVE driven

by 2 projectors on each side of the wall. Figure 2.1 shows the CAVE at Virginia Tech.

Some of the advantages of a CAVE over HMDs include more pixels per screen, 170 degree
field of view compared to 100 for HMDs, better sense of presence, wireless tracking, supports

multiple users, light 3D glasses, less prone to simulator sickness, etc. One big disadvantage

of a CAVE is its very high build cost while HMDs cost little.
CAVE2 [21] introduced LCD panels in stead of projectors and unlike the original CAVEs,

10
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Figure 2.1: Airflow model being analyzed using InstantReality [27] in the The Hypercube
CAVE at Virginia Tech

they can support multiple operating modes - 2D, 3D, or both. An advantage of CAVE2 is
that compared to buying projectors, LCD panels are cheap and also easier to maintain. LCD
panels also provide superior image quality and resolution. The first CAVE2 was built at the

University of Illinois at Chicago and it used passive stereo along with an audio system.

A similar visualization facility called “Reality Deck” was developed at the Stony Brook
University [42]. “Reality Deck” can support up to 1.5 giga pixels immersive tiled display
capable of a 360 degree horizontal field of regard. It is a rectangular power wall configuration
and the authors mention that they chose a rectangular shape over a square shape that is
generally used by CAVE like systems because a rectangular shape adds more operational
flexibility and allows the use of most of the available empty spaces in their lab. “Reality
Deck” can offer more pixels per inch compared to a typical CAVE meaning that more data

can be displayed. Like CAVE2, it also makes use of LCD displays.

11
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Another immersive instrument called “The AlloSphere” [8] was developed at the University
of California, Santa Barbara. It consists of a spherical space that can be used to visualize
and explore huge quantities of data through multimodal interactive media. AlloSphere is
capable of seamless stereo-optic 3D projection and does not distort the projected content
due to room geometry. It has its own server farm for video and audio processing and a
low-latency interconnection fabric to process data on multiple nodes in real time. It can

accommodate several dozen people at a time.

2.3 ParaView

ParaView [6][31] is an open source toolkit that allows scientists to visualize large datasets.
It supports the visualizations and rendering of big data by executing these programs in
parallel on shared or distributed machines. It supports hardware-accelerated parallel ren-
dering and also provides a graphical user interface for the creation and dynamic execution

of visualization tasks.

ParaView is based on the visualization toolkit called VTK [49] that provides the data rep-
resentations for a variety of grid types including structured, unstructured, polygonal, and
image data (see figure 2.2). VTK also provides algorithms and visualizations to process the
data including isosurfacing, cutting/clipping, glyphing, and streamlines. VTK is written

using C++ but also offers scripting interfaces for Java, Python, and Tcl.

ParaView extended VTK to support streaming of all data types and parallel execution on
shared and distributed-memory machines. Both data streaming and parallel computation
depends on the ability to break a dataset into smaller pieces. Data streaming incrementally
processes the smaller pieces one at a time and thus, a user can process a large dataset with

computing resources that may not store the entire dataset in memory or on the disk.

12
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Figure 2.2: Different datasets that ParaView and VTK can handle. The upper-left dataset
is a uniform rectilinear volume of an iron potential function. The upper-right image shows
an isosurface of a nonuniform rectilinear structured grid. The lower-left image shows a
curvilinear structured grid dataset of airflow around a blunt fin. The lower-right image
shows an unstructured grid dataset from a blow-molding simulation [49].

ParaView can support parallelism using shared-memory processes or distributed-memory
processes (using MPI [72]). Running ParaView in parallel makes the data read, data pro-
cessing, and data render in a data-parallel fashion. ParaView’s parallel architecture includes
three types of processes; a client process to run the GUI and two types of server processes
namely a data server and a render server. If data and render server are running on the same
machine, they are collectively called a puserver (figure 2.3 shows a high-level view of the

ParaView architecture).

ParaView can also be used to drive immersive displays like a CAVE-styled environment [29]
(see section 2.2 for details on what is a CAVE). ParaView does this by passing a pvz or an
XML file at the server side that contains information about the displays, the coordinates

of each display (bottom left corner, bottom right corner, and top right corner), and an eye

13
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GUI Data
Server
Server
Manager <
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Manager ]

Server ]
R Render
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\
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Figure 2.3: ParaView architecture overview [31]

separation value. To enable head and wand tracking, VRPN [59] or VRUI [64] can be used.

See figure 2.4 for the architecture overview.

VRPN Tracking Render Server — Data
Data - ~\

Vv
|
-----

Mo -

=== Control

Data
server

Client

Figure 2.4: Immersive ParaView architecture overview [29]

2.3.1 ParaView Compression Parameters

ParaView supports several compression parameters when rendering data remotely [43]. The
compression of data essentially helps in reducing network bandwidth but also means extra

CPU computation in the compression and decompression steps. Figure 2.5 shows the various

14
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options that can be set.

Remote/Parallel Rendering Options

Remote Render Threshold: Set the data size (in megabytes) beyond which to render data remotely (or in parallel) when connected to parallel rendering capable server. In that case the rendered
images are delivered to the client. Otherwise, the geometry is delivered to the client and rendering happens locally.

16384

Still Render Image Reduction Factor: Set the sub-sampling factor to use for non-interactive rendering. When rendering on large tiles (or multiple tiles), sub-sampling will help improve image
compositing performance. This has no effect if remote/parallel rendering is not being used.

1

Client/Server Rendering Options

Image Reduction Factor: To reduce image compositing costs during interactions, set the image sub-sampling factor. Set to 1 to not use any subsampling.
2

Image Compression
Set the compression method used when transferring rendered images from the server to the client.
LZ4
Set the Squirt/LZ4 compression level. Move to right for better compression ratio at the cost of reduced image quality.
3

B

Apply presets for ... E connection.

Figure 2.5: ParaView compression parameters [31]

1. Remote render threshold: This property defines the data size above which the data
would be rendered remotely and below which the server will send all the geometry to
the client and the client will do the rendering. For example, if we have a small data of
20 points, it does not make sense to send the data across a network to render it since
the time it would take to send and receive the rendered data from the remote server
will surpass the time taken to render the data on the local machine. But if the data
is big, the overhead of sending and receiving the data will still be less than the time

consumed to render the data locally.

2. Still render image reduction factor: This option is used to down-sample the rendered
images before sending them from the server to the client for non-interactive rendering.
But down-sampling also reduces the quality for the rendered images and ParaView
suggests not to exceed a 3 pixel setting. If the network bandwidth is sufficient, turning

off this option is recommended.

3. Image reduction factor: Unlike the still render image reduction factor, this option can
be set to reduce image composting costs during interactions. A value of 1 would mean

to not use any sub-sampling.
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4. Image compression: ParaView supports 3 compression algorithms:

(a)

LZJ compression: LZ4 [32] is a lossless data compression algorithm and belongs to
the LZ77 family of byte-oriented compression schemes. It can provide compression
speeds at 400 MB/sec per core and is scalable with multi-core CPUs. Diffrent
levels of LZ4 compression can be set and a higher level means reduced image

quality.

Sequential Unified Image Run Transfer (SQUIRT) Compression: SQUIRT [65] is
a run-length-encoded (RLE) compression algorithm developed at Sandia National
Lab. It is a fast algorithm but achieves relatively low compression ratios compared
to other algorithms. It is most effective on fast networks since its strength is
its speed. It is fast because in addition to being a RLE algorithm, it further
improves its speed by performing operations on RGB triplets with single 32-bit
integer operations [15]. In ParaView, we can also set the compression levels for
SQUIRT and a higher level means better compression ratio at the cost of reduced

image quality.

ZLIB Compression: ZLIB [3] is lossless open source data-compression library
that ParaView provides as one of the 3 compression algorithms. ZLIB has a fixed
memory footprint independent of the input data size. It can achieve compression
ratios an order of magnitude higher than SQUIRT but speed an order of mag-
nitude slower than SQUIRT. ParaView provides two parameters that can be set
with the ZLIB compression. The first one is the compression level and higher the
compression level, the slower it will be. The second parameter is the ZLIB colour
sampling space width factor and a higher number means better compression ratio
at the cost of reduced image quality. It is suggested that ZLIB should be used

with low network bandwidth [51].

16



2.4. THE X WINDOW SYSTEM 17

In addition to the above parameters, ParaView also provides some pre-set configurations
for different network types (“consumer broadband/DSL”, “Megabit Ethernet”, “Gigabit
Ethernet”, “10 Gigabit Ethernet”, or “shared memory/localhost”). Selecting one of them
automatically sets the compression parameters to suitable values as suggested by ParaView.
By default, Remote Render Threshold is set to 20, Still Render Image Reduction Factor
is set to 1, Image Reduction Factor is set to 5, Image Compression is set to LZ4 and the

compression level is set to 3.

All the compression parameters provided by ParaView can be altered using the GUI but we
did not find a way to script them. For this reason, we did not use ParaView’s compression
parameters for our tests and instead used TurboVNC’s compression parameters as discussed

in section 2.5.2.

2.4 The X Window System

The X Window System [48] was developed at MIT and is a windowing system for graphics
workstations. It follows a client server model in that a host machine runs an X server and
the client machines request services from the server. The server is responsible for handling
input and output devices and generating the graphical displays to be used by the clients.

The X server allows windows to be moved, re-sized, and manipulated with a mouse.

The X.Org project [79] provides an open source implementation of the X Window System.
The X.Org Foundation is the educational non-profit corporation that leads the development
of this work. Xorg is also the most popular display server among Linux users. Figure 2.6
shows from a high level how X server works and interacts with the different X clients, some

of which may be remote.

17
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Figure 2.6: Overview of how X server works [78]

2.5 Virtual Network Computing (VNC)

The X Window System lets an application show a user interface on a remote machine.
Oracle Research Laboratory (ORL) extended this functionality in their Teleporting System
that allows the user interface of a running X application to be dynamically redirected to
another display [46]. In virtual network computing (VNC) system, the server applications
not only provide applications, data, and storage for a user’s preference but also provide an
entire desktop environment that can be accessed from any machine on the Internet using a
software network computer. Members of ORL used VNC to access their personal Unix and
PC desktops from any office in their Cambridge building and from around the world. VNC

also allows a single desktop to be accessed from several places simultaneously.

The technology under VNC is a simple remote display protocol that is independent of the

operating system or a windowing system. VNC works at the framebuffer level. A framebuffer

18
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refers to the portion of video card memory that is reserved for holding the complete bit-
mapped image that is sent to a display monitor. In some cases, the video chipset is integrated
into the motherboard design and the framebuffer is stored in the main memory. A VNC
server is the endpoint where changes to the framebuffer originate while a VNC viewer is the

endpoint with which a user interacts. Figure 2.7 shows the VNC architecture overview.

-

Computer
,, VNC Internet
@ server
Desktop

VNC client

The machine to be accessed

Figure 2.7: VNC architecture [68]

2.5.1 TurboVNC

TurboVNC is a derivative of VNC that has been specifically developed to provide high
performance for 3D and video workloads [63]. It is an open source project that contains a
modern X server code base (X.org 7.7). Like all other VNC implementations, it also uses
the remote framebuffer (RFB) protocol to send framebuffer updates from the server to the
viewer and each framebuffer update can contain multiple rectangles. TurboVNC splits these
rectangles into multiple sub-rectangles and attempts to encode each sub-rectangle using the
“subencoding type” that will provide the most efficient compression. The process by which

TurboVNC does this is called “encoding method”.

TurboVNC analyzes a rectangle to determine if any portion of it is solid and if so, that portion
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is encoded as a bounding box and a fill colour (“Solid subencoding”). Sub-rectangles with
only two colours are encoded as a 1-bit-per-pixel bitmap with a 2-colour palette (“Mono
subencoding”). The sub-rectangles with a low number of unique colours are encoded as a
colour palette and an 8-bit-per-pixel bitmap (“Indexed colour subencoding”) and the sub-
rectangles with a high number of unique colours are encoded using either JPEG or arrays
of RGB pixels (“Raw subencoding”). ZLIB [3] can also optionally be used to compress the

indexed colour, mono, and raw sub-rectangles.

TurboVNC uses libjpeg-turbo [1] which is a JPEG image codec that uses SIMD instructions
to accelerate baseline JPEG compression and decompression on x86, x86-64, and PowerPC
systems. TurboVNC also efficiently manages the smoothness detection routines that deter-
mine if a sub-rectangle is a good candidate for JPEG compression and thus, it reduces the
CPU usage. Another advantage of using TurboVNC is that it eliminates buffer copies and
maximizes network efficiency by splitting framebuffer updates into larger sub-rectangles and

uses ZLIB compression levels that can be shown to have a measurable performance benefit.

2.5.2 TurboVNC Compression Parameters

TurboVNC supports difference compression parameters that can be set to achieve high image
quality and high performance. There are 4 primary options that control how TurboVNC

will compress the images [63].

1. JPEG compression: JPEG compression is explained well with an example in [33].

(a) Take an image and divide it into 8-pixel by 8-pixel blocks. If the image can not
be divided then we can add empty pixels around the edges and this process is

called zero padding.
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(b) Get image data for each of the 8-by-8 blocks such that you have values to represent

colour at each pixel.
(c) Take the Discrete Cosine Transform (DCT) [4] of each block.

(d) Matrix multiply the block by a mask that will zero out certain values from the
DCT matrix. Take the inverse DCT of each block to get the data for the com-
pressed image. When all these blocks are combined, they make up the original

image of the same size.

When the JPEG compression is enabled in TurboVNC, it uses it for sub-rectangles
that have a high number of unique colours, and it uses the indexed colour subencoding
for sub-rectangles that have a low number of unique colours. When JPEG compression
is disabled, TurboVNC selects between indexed colour or raw subencoding depending

on the size of the sub-rectangles and its colour count [63].

2. JPEG image quality: Image quality refers to the perceived image degradation. Figure

2.8 shows some of the different factors that determine the quality of an image.

Sharpness MNopise Dynamic range Color accuracy
Distortion Uniformity Blemishes ISO Sensitivity
Chromatic Aberration Flare Maoiré Artifacts

Compression Losses Dmax - Maximum Density Color gamut Texture Detail

Figure 2.8: Image quality factors [45]

An image quality of 95 means that 95% of the original image quality is retained while
5% can be lost. In TurboVNC, a lower image quality produces grainier JPEG images

but also uses less network bandwidth and computational time.

3. JPEG chrominance sub-sampling: Luminance (Y) refers to the brightness of light,

Luma (Y’) refers to luminance that has been applied with an encoding gamma, and
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Chrominance (C) refers to the colour information in a signal [57]. CbCr refers to the

blue-difference and red-difference chroma components.

In TurboVNC, when an image is compressed using JPEG, the RGB (Red, Green,
Blue) pixels are converted into YCbCr colourspace. Chrominance sub-sampling is
used to discard some of the chrominance components to save bandwidth. The authors
of TurboVNC mention that this technique works since the human eye is more sensi-
tive to changes in brightness than in colour [63]. A 2X sub-sampling will retain the
chrominance components for every second pixel while a 4X sub-sampling will retain
the chrominance sub-sampling for every fourth pixel. If “Grayscale” is used then that

will remove all the chrominance from the image leaving only luminance.

The authors of TurboVNC also mention that it may be difficult to detect any difference
between 1X, 2X, and 4X sub-sampling with photographic or other “smooth” image

content.

4. Compression level: In TurboVNC, a given compression level specifies three things.

(a) The amount of ZLIB [3] compression to be used with indexed colour, mono,
and raw sub-rectangles. ZLIB performs a loss-less compression and finds the
duplicated strings in the input data. The second occurrence of a string is replaced

by a pointer to the previous string in the form of a pair (distance, length) [20].

(b) The “palette” threshold or the minimum number of colours that a sub-rectangle

must have before it is encoded as JPEG or raw instead of indexed colour.

(c) Whether interframe comparison should be used. Interframe comparison helps
with certain applications that draw the same things time and again. This can
lead to redundant framebuffer updates sent to the VNC viewer. The TurboVNC

server can protect against this by maintaining a copy of the remote framebuffer for
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each connected viewer comparing each new framebuffer update rectangle against
the pixels in the framebuffer copy and discarding any redundant portions of the
rectangle before they are sent to the viewer. Interframe comparison can lead to
increased memory usage of the TurboVNC server by a factor of N, where N is the
number of connected viewers. It is less common for 3D applications to generate
duplicate frame buffer updates and hence, the benefits of interframe comparison
is less for such applications. The authors of TurboVNC also mention that in
real-world tests, interframe comparison rarely reduces the network usage for 3D
applications by more than 5-10%. For these reasons, the interframe comparison
is not enabled by default by TurboVNC and should not typically be used except
on bandwidth-constrained networks and with applications that have shown to
benefit from interframe comparison. In TurboVNC, interframe comparison can
be enabled by either passing an argument of ‘-interframe’ to ‘vncserver’ or by

requesting a compression level of 5 or higher from the viewer [63].

2.6 VirtualGL

Typically, VNC [46] or other remote display environments do not support running OpenGL
[53] applications and if they do, they force the OpenGL applications to use a slow, software-
only renderer that detriments the performance. Indirect rendering uses the GLX [53] exten-
sion to the X Windows System (refer to section 2.4 for details) to encapsulate the OpenGL
commands inside of the X11 protocol stream and ships them from an application to an X
display. Indirect rendering supports 3D hardware acceleration but forces all the OpenGL
commands to be sent over the network to be rendered on the client machine. This method

has its own restrictions in that the network needs to be fast, data should not be big, and
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the application should be tuned for the remote X windows environment.

VirtualGL [66][76] is an open source software that enables remote display software the ability
to run OpenGL applications with full 3D hardware acceleration. It redirects the 3D rendering
commands and the data of the OpenGL applications to a graphical processing unit (GPU)
installed on the remote server and sends the rendered 3D images to the client. It also allows
the GPUs on the remote server to be shared among multiple users. With VirtualGL, the
clients do not need to have big processing power and the network does not have to be super
fast since the users can visualize big data sets in real time on the remote server without

needing to copy any data over the network.

When using an OpenGL application, all the 2D and 3D drawing commands and the data are
sent to an X Windows server that may be remotely located. VirtualGL employs a technique
called “split rendering” in that it forces the 3D commands and the data from the application
to be processed on a GPU in the application server. It preloads a dynamic shared object into
the OpenGL application at the run time and this dynamic shared object intercepts GLX,
OpenGL, and X11 commands to perofrm split rendering. When an application attempts to
use an X Window for the OpenGL rendering, VirtualGL intercepts the request and creates
a 3D pixel buffer in the video memory on the application server and uses it for OpenGL
rendering. Once the application swaps the OpenGL drawing buffers to indicate that it has
finished rendering a frame, VirtualGL reads back the pixels from the 3D pixel buffer and

sends them to the client.

VirtualGL is non-intrusive in nature and does not interfere with the delivery of 2D X11
commands to the server. It only forces the OpenGL commands to be delivered to a GPU
that is attached to a different X server than the X server to which the 2D drawing commands

are delivered.
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Figure 2.9: The VGL transport with a remote 2D X server [67]

Virtual GL supports two “image transports” to send the rendered 3D images to the client.

1. VGL transport: This is used when the 2D X server is located across the network from
the application server and in this case, VirtualGL uses its own protocol on a dedicated
TCP socket to send the rendered images to the client machine. The VirtualGL client
application decodes the images and composites them into the appropriate X Windows.

See figure 2.9 for the architecture.

2. X11 transport: This method draws the rendered 3D images into appropriate X Win-
dows and is used along with an “X proxy” like VNC. The X proxies perform the X11
rendering to a virtual framebuffer in the main memory rather than to a real frame-
buffer. This enables the X proxy to send only images to the client machine rather than

X Windows rendering commands.

An important thing to note with this method is that when using the X11 transport

method, VirtualGL does not perform any image compression but relies on the X proxy
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Figure 2.10: The X11 transport with an X proxy [67]

to encode and deliver the images to the client. We did not realize this initially when we
started running our experiments and were trying to vary the compression parameters
supported by VirtualGL. As expected, we did not observe any difference in the results
that we got and this led us to explore the compression supported by TurboVNC instead

(see section 2.5.1 for details). See figure 2.10 for the architecture.

2.6.1 VirtualGL compression parameters

When using the VGL transport to send the rendered 3D images to the client, VirtualGL
supports several compression parameters that can help in reducing the network bandwidth

usage. We briefly mention them below:
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1. Image Compression: Various image compression methods like JPEG, RGB or YUV

can be set.

2. Chrominance sub-sampling: When using the JPEG compression, we can set the chromi-
nance sub-sampling values to 1x, 2x, or 4x. For more details on chrominance sub-

sampling, refere to section 2.5.2.

3. JPEG image quality: When using the JPEG compression mehod, the image quality

can be set from 1 to 100.

4. Connection profile: Depending on the network, connection profile can be set to “Low
Qual”, “Medium Qual”, or “High Qual”. Selecting the connection profile automatically

sets appropriate compression parameters.

5. Multi-threaded compression: This parameters defines how many CPUs to be used for

compression.

2.7 Ganglia

Ganglia [54] is an open source scalable distributed monitoring tool for high performance
computing systems, clusters, and networks. It uses XML for data representation, XDR for
data transport, and RRDtool [73] for data storage and visualization. Running Ganglia on a
server has very low per-node overhead and high concurrency. It can scale to support up to
2000 nodes in a cluster. It consists of two main daemons, one running on the server and the

other running on the client.

1. Ganglia monitoring daemon (gmond): Gmond is installed on each node that needs

to be monitored in the cluster. It monitors the changes in the host state, announces
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relevant changes, listens to the state of all other ganglia nodes via a unicast or a

multicast channel, and answers requests for an XML description of the cluster.

2. Ganglia meta daemon (gmetad): This daemon runs on the main server hosting Ganglia.
It periodically polls a collection of child data sources and collects information in XML
format, parses it, and shows it on the Ganglia PHP web front end. The web front end

shows metrics like CPU, load, memory, network, etc.

For the purpose of our tests, we installed Ganglia gmetad on a machine in the lab and
installed gmond on the client machine on which ParaView client ran. We set a polling
frequency of 3 seconds and collected all our metrics for the client using using this moni-
toring tool. Figure 2.11 shows a screenshot of Ganglia running on one of our lab machines

monitoring “cube.sv.vt.edu”, which was the client machine running the ParaView client.
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Figure 2.11: Ganglia monitoring the client machine running ParaView client
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Design and implementation

3.1 Specifications of the hardware used

We used the NewRiver HPC cluster at Virginia Tech for remote rendering. Table 3.1 shows
the specifications of each host on NewRiver with a GPU. For running our experiments, we

used 1 host on NewRiver. This host ran ParaView servers, VirtualGL, and VNC servers.

Table 3.1: Hardware configuration of the host on NewRiver

CPU Model #CPUs Memory GPU
Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU E5-2680 v3 2.50GHz 24 512 GB  Tesla K80

The specifications of the “Hypercube” machine that was used to run the ParaView client
along with the VNC viewers is mentioned in table 3.2. The different software versions used
in the experiments are mentioned in table 3.3. The specifications of the projectors used
in the CAVE for these experiments are mentioned in table 3.4. To run our experiments,

VT-RNET 10 GB network was used.
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Table 3.2: Hardware configuration of Hypercube

CPU Model #CPUs Memory GPU
Intel(R) Xeon(R) CPU E5-2680 v3 2.50GHz 48 512 GB  Quadro M6000

Table 3.3: Software versions used in the experiment

Name Version

CentOS  v7.3.1611
ParaView v5.2.0
VirtualGL v2.5.1

TurboVNC v2.1.1
Mpich v3.1.4

Python v2.7.10

Gmond v3.7.2

Gmetad v3.6.0

Table 3.4: Specifications of the Projectors

Model Resolution  Frequency Active Stereo Contrast Ratio Aspect Ratio
Barco F50 26,214,400 px 120 Hz Enabled 5,300:1 16:10
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3.2 Experimental setup

ParaView consists of a data server, render server, and a client. The data and the render
server can be separate machines but if they are on the same host, they are referred to as a
pvserver. In our experiments, we had the render and the data server running on the same

machine acting as the pvserver.

We used NewRiver [16] for remote rendering and the Hypercube machine [60] for running the
ParaView client. A vncserver was started on Hypercube and a user could use that vncsession
to connect to Hypercube to run the experiments. Ganglia daemon running on Hypercube
was set at a polling frequency of 3 seconds and used to collect metrics like memory and

network usage.

Our experimental pipeline mainly consists of Paraview, TurboVNC, and VirtualGL. Figure
3.1 shows the architecture overview and the labels in the architecture have been described

below. Figure 3.2 shows a flow diagram of the different components talking to each other.

1. In order to run ParaView in a CAVE mode, a pvx or an XML file containing all the
DISPLAY numbers, geometry, and coordinates needs to be passed as an argument
when starting the pvserver at the server side. In our case, we were using MPI [38] to
start either 8 or 16 pvservers. Our pvx file can be found at [2] and depending on how
many pvservers we started, we needed to have an equal number of DISPLAYSs in the

pvx file.

2. To enable remote rendering, an X server needs to be running on the remote server
which is used by pvserver and VirtualGL. In the absence of an X server, ParaView will
send back all the geometry to the client side for rendering and virtualgl will not be

able to render anything on the server.
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Figure 3.1: Overview of the experimental setup to run experiments

VirtualGL

3. The pvservers need to be prefixed with “virtualgl” while starting on the remote machine

for reasons stated in section 2.6.

4. Fight vncservers were started on the remote server starting from DISPLAY number 1
till 8. These are the display numbers set in the pvx file. If using 8 pvservers, there
are 8 DISPLAYSs and each DISPLAY’s geometry is set as “Geometry=‘2560x1600". If
using 16 pvservers, there will still be 8 DISPLAY's where each display will be split into
2 having a geometry of “1280x16004+040" and “1280x1600+1280+0".

5. Just like the pvservers, the ParaView client needs to be prefixed with “virtualgl” for

reasons mentioned in section 2.6.

33



34

10.

11.

CHAPTER 3. DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION

Since the pvservers were running on a host in the NewRiver cluster which is behind a
firewall, we setup ssh tunneling [74] to make a connection between the client and the

pvservers.

The data is stored on the NewRiver cluster and the client can browse and load it.

. VirtualGL running on the server needs access to an X server on which it can render

the intercepted OpenGL commands and geometry.

. Virtual GL communicates with the vncservers using the X11 transport protocol (see

section 2.4 for details on the X11 protocol).

Intersense 18900 [28] can be used for tracking the user coordinates in a CAVE. It
supports 6 degrees of freedom and integrates well with VRPN [59]. In our setup, the
is900 was physically connected to the Hypercube and the VRPN server was configured
to work with the ParaView client. Thus, when a user using a wand and a head tracker
moved in the CAVE, the updated coordinates were sent to the server as X11 events and
the server rendered the new images as per the tracker data received from the ParaView

client.

Each side of the wall in the CAVE ran two instances of vncviewers, each connected to a
vncserver running on the NewRiver host. The only role of the vncviewers was to display

the pixels in the CAVE and provide an option to set any compression parameters.
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3.3 Data used for running the experiments

We used a point cloud dataset that has more than 5 billion points in it. It is a LIDAR [71]
mass scan of the Goodwin hall at Virginia Tech that has motion sensors installed at different
locations. The data collected from these sensors is in the form of x, y, and z coordinates and

a 4th value for luminance.

The data was given to us in 5 different CSV files by Dr. Pablo A. Tarazaga who is an assistant
professor in the Mechanical Engineering department at Virginia Tech. The combined size of
the data was over 270 GB and it was run through some noise cleaning scripts. The cleaned
CSV data was converted into unstructured XML VTK format in binary also called VTU
[19] format using ParaView’s D3 filter [31]. Converting the CSV files into VT'U files was
necessary to make sure that the data can be distributed in parallel when running ParaView

with MPI i.e. load balancing.

We ran two types of experiments: one which had 8 vtu files and the other with 16 vtu files.
Both types of experiments were run through the same nine combinations of compression as

shown in table 4.2. We discuss our results in chapter 4

3.4 Limitations of ParaView in a CAVE

3.4.1 Big data in CAVE

Our initial goal was to visualize all the five billion points in the CAVE and test the different
compression parameters. But after setting up our entire pipeline, when we started loading
and testing the data in the CAVE, we encountered an issue with ParaView and the MPI

implementation in that we saw an error message like the one shown in figure 3.3.
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Output Messages [T e

w & 1 This operation not yet supported for more than 2147483647 bytes
In /homeffaiz8%/git/ParaView/VTK/Parallel/MP|/vtkMPICommunicator.cxx, line 185

Figure 3.3: MPI error message with ParaView when visualizing big data in a CAVE

This error message is not encountered when we tried to load smaller datasets like 10 million
points. More research into this issue showed that there are two MPI routines that are used
for sending and receiving data used in ParaView - MPI_Send [40] and MPI_Recv [39]. The
return type for both of these routines is an integer meaning that the return value can not
be greater than 2731 - 1, which is equal to 2,147,483,647 bytes. This essentially meant that
whenever MPI will try to send or receive data greater than 2,147,483,647 bytes, it will bail

out.

ParaView in a CAVE mode duplicates data on each node and there is no composting. Pre-
viously, “vtkCaveRenderManager” class in the ParaView source code did this but now the
part of code that does this has been shifted to “vtkCaveSynchronizedRenderers.h” and “vtk-
CaveSynchronizedRenderers.cxx” [30]. This duplication of data does not happen in a non-
CAVE mode and hence, bigger datasets can be visualized. The reason given by the ParaView

developers for the duplication of data in the CAVE mode is to increase its efficiency.

There are at least two solutions that can potentially be applied in the ParaView source code
to fix this issue. If an application wants to send, say, 4 x 2,147,483,647 bytes to a peer, instead
of sending one big single 8 GB message (4 x 2,147,483,647 = 8 GB), the application can send 4
messages each of 2 GB in size. Another workaround is to use “MPI_TYPE_CONTIGUOUS”
to create a datatype comprised of multiple elements, and then send multiple of these creating

a multiplicative effect [55].
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3.4.2 Stereo rendering in CAVE

We use Barco F50 projectors in the CAVE at Virginia Tech (see table 3.4 for details on the
projectors). With these projectors, the active stereo happens at the projector level. It sends

two separate video channels, 1 for the left eye and one for the right eye.

ParaView in a CAVE mode does not have an option to define a left eye and a right eye. It
assumes that there is just one channel coming from the projector that has information for
the both eyes. The DISPLAYS set in the ParaView’s pvx file are not meant to be different

for different eyes and defines a single eye separation value for the whole configuration.

This problem can be solved if we enabled the stereo option in the Nvidia configuration file,
in which case ParaView would have given us a left eye on one display and the right eye on
the other and this would have been fed to the projector which would again turn it into active
stereo. But we kept the stereo option disabled in the X configuration file since if stereo is
enabled it interferes with the Nvidia driver-level blending, and this is a known issue with

Nvidia drivers for Linux (as of this writing, Nvidia has put it on their to-do list to fix it).

The other option to solve this problem as suggested by the ParaView community is to
somehow define a left eye and a right eye in ParaView source code, which would lead to

passive stereo. This is potentially future work.

3.5 Interacting with data and ParaView’s timer log

To measure the frame rates, we needed a standard way to interact with the data and observe
the time taken to render it. ParaView provides a timer log that monitors the time taken
to render the data during different stages. We were interested in observing the still render

time and the interactive render time. Still render measures the time from when the render
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is initiated to the time when the render completes. Interactive render occurs when a user
moves and interacts with the 3D data using the ParaView GUI. Still renders happen after

the interaction stops to give a full-resolution view of the data.

We needed the interactions to remain consistent for all the experiments run and for this
reason we decided to script the mouse movements on the client machine using [44]. We
added 1000 scripted mouse movements on the client side interacting with the data shown
on the ParaView GUI. We used the values of still and interactive renders obtained from the

timer log and averaged them to obtain the frame rates.
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Chapter 4

Results

This chapter discusses the different results we got by varying the compression parameters
supported by TurboVNC. We measured the maximum, minimum, and average network and
memory consumed at the client side, the maximum memory consumed at the server side,
and the average still and interactive frame rates. Note that we did not measure percentage
CPU on the server side and the reason for this is that when running the pvserver [11] with
MPT [72], we get 100% CPU utilization even when the pvserver sits idle. The reason for this
is how the MPI layer is implemented in the two most common implementations: OpemMPI
[38] and MPICH [41]. In both of these implementations, when a process is waiting for a
message, the process actually sits in a busy wait loop. The argument for this intentional
implementation is that once a process goes idle, it may be scheduled off that core by the
operating system scheduler and later scheduled back to a different core when it needs to
process something. This can have detrimental effects on the memory access since each core

can have its own cache hierarchy [43].
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4.1 Frame rates

The experience of a user in a CAVE-like [70] environment is dependent on how fast can
interactive frames be rendered and shown to a user. Typically, the frame rates for motion
picture cameras is set to 24 frames per second (FPS) [58]. This is because 24 FPS is the
slowest frame rate that can still support audio when played from a 35 mm reel. But alternate
frame rates exists now like 48 FPS and this was used to film the movie The Hobbit [22].
Higher FPS like 90 and 100 are used in GoPro Hero cameras and an even higher frame rate
of 300 FPS is what TV channel BBC uses for some of its sports broadcasts [10]. For the

purpose of our benchmarking in this work, a higher frame rate is better.

Table 4.2 shows the different compression parameters that we varied to run our experiments.
Details on each parameter can be found in section 2.5.2. Certain cases that we define in
our table in 2.5.2 have been given specific names by TurboVNC that we describe below as

mentioned in the documentation.

1. “Tight 4+ Perceptually Lossless JPEG”: This encoding method requires a great deal of
Tight + Perceptually Lossless JPEG. CASE 6 in table 4.2 shows the settings for this

encoding method.

2. “Tight + Medium-Quality JPEG”: For sub-rectangles that have a high number of
unique colors, this encoding method produces some minor, but generally not very
noticeable, image compression artifacts. All else being equal, this encoding method
typically uses about twice the network bandwidth of the “Tight 4+ Low-Quality JPEG”
encoding method and about half the bandwidth of the “Tight + Perceptually Lossless
JPEG” encoding method, making it appropriate for medium-speed networks such as
10 Megabit Ethernet. Interframe comparison is enabled with this encoding method

(Compression Level 6 = Compression Level 1 + interframe comparison). CASE 8 in
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table 4.2 shows the settings for this encoding method.

. “Tight 4+ Low-Quality JPEG”: For sub-rectangles that have a high number of unique

colors, this encoding method produces very noticeable image compression artifacts.
However, it performs optimally on low-bandwidth connections. If image quality is
more critical than performance then use one of the other encoding methods or take
advantage of the Lossless Refresh feature. In addition to reducing the JPEG quality to
a “minimum usable” level, this encoding method also enables interframe comparison
and Compression Level 2 (Compression Level 7 = Compression Level 2 + interframe

comparison). CASE 9 in table 4.2 shows the settings for this encoding method.

. “Lossless Tight”: This encoding method uses indexed color subencoding for sub-

rectangles that have a low number of unique colors, but it otherwise does not perform
any image compression at all. Lossless Tight is thus suitable only for gigabit and
faster networks. This encoding method uses significantly less CPU time than any of

the JPEG-based encoding methods. CASE 1 in table 4.2 shows the settings for this

encoding method.

. “Lossless Tight + ZLIB”: This encoding method uses indexed color subencoding for

sub-rectangles that have a low number of unique colors and raw subencoding for sub-
rectangles that have a high number of unique colors. It compresses all sub-rectangles
using ZLIB with ZLIB compression level 1. For certain types of low-color workloads
(CAD applications, in particular), this encoding method may use less network band-
width than the “Tight + Perceptually Lossless JPEG” encoding method, but it also
uses significantly more CPU time than any of the JPEG-based encoding methods. In-
terframe comparison is enabled with this encoding method. CASE 4 in table 4.2 shows

the settings for this encoding method.
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We created four main groups as shown in table 4.1 based on if JEPG compression is enabled
and the quality and the JPEG chrominance sub-sampling set. Each main group is shown in
the scatter plots using a specific colour. The varying component in the main groups is the

amount of compression level set. Table 4.2 shows all the 9 cases in detail.

Table 4.1: Main groups based on JPEG, quality, and JPEG chrominance sub-sampling

Main Group Encoding JPEG Quality JPEG Subsampling Colour

1 Tight 0 95 1x Blue
2 Tight 1 95 1x Red
3 Tight 1 80 2x Yellow
4 Tight 1 30 4x Green

Table 4.2: Different compression parameters used in the experiments

# Encoding JPEG Quality JPEG Subsampling Compression Level

CASE 1 Tight 0 95 1x 0
CASE 2 Tight 0 95 1x 1
CASE 3 Tight 0 95 1x 5
CASE 4 Tight 0 95 1x 6
CASE 5 Tight 1 95 1x 0
CASE 6  Tight 1 95 1x 1
CASE 7 Tight 1 95 1x 5
CASE 8 Tight 1 80 2x 6
CASE9  Tight 1 30 4x 7

4.1.1 Using 8 VTU files and 8 CPUs

Figure 4.1 shows the still render frame rate with a mean of 6.536, standard deviation of
0.118, and a standard error of 0.039. Figure 4.2 shows the interactive render frame rates
with a mean of 52.073, standard deviation of 4.393, and a standard error of 1.464. These

results were obtained for the 9 different cases shown in table 4.2.
We can see from the graphs that for still render FPS, CASE 1 (6.727 FPS) performed the
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Avg. Still Render FPS
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Figure 4.1: Average still render FPS with 8 VTU files and 8 CPUs
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Figure 4.2: Average interactive render FPS with 8 VTU files and 8 CPUs

best while CASE 4 (6.305 FPS) performed the worst. For interactive render FPS, CASE 8
(55.907 FPS) preformed the best while CASE 4 (40.172 FPS) performed the worst. Overall,
there is not much difference between the different still and interactive render FPS obtained

for the different cases except for CASE 4.
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4.1.2 Using 16 VTU files and 16 CPUs

Figure 4.3 shows the still render frame rate with a mean of 0.783, standard deviation of
0.004, and a standard error of 0.001. Figure 4.4 shows the interactive render frame rates
with a mean of 28.037, standard deviation of 5.255, and a standard error of 1.751. These

results were obtained for the 9 different cases shown in table 4.2.
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Figure 4.3: Average still render FPS with 16 VTU files and 16 CPUs
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Figure 4.4: Average interactive render FPS with 16 VTU files and 16 CPUs

We can see from the graphs that for still render FPS, CASE 7 (0.792 FPS) performed a little
better than the others while CASE 1 and CASE 2 performed the worst (0.778 FPS each).
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For interactive render FPS, CASE 9 (33.946 FPS) preformed the best while CASE 2 (18.699
FPS) performed the worst. Overall, there is not much difference between the different still

and interactive render FPS obtained for the different cases except for CASE 2 and CASE 4.

4.2 Network usage

When rendering big data on remote servers, one of the big challenges is to send and receive
the data over a network. If the client does not receive the rendered data from the server
within an appropriate amount of time, the user will notice a lag. This lag can significantly
affect the user performance in a 3D immersive environment where the user is interacting

with the data in real time.

We can compress the data like we discussed in section 2.5.2 to minimize sending and receiving
of bytes over a network and in this section, we show how the 9 different cases discussed in
table 4.2 affect the network performance. We used a 10 Gigibit Ethernet for these tests and
this bandwidth meant that we could get maximum download speeds of around 250MB/s and

maximum upload speeds of around 256MB/s.

For the purpose of this study, the results using less bandwidth are preferred. We measured
the maximum and average bytes received and the average bytes sent at the client side using
an open source software called Ganglia as discussed in section 2.7. Note that we did not
measure the network traffic on the server side because a) the network traffic received by the
client should almost be equal to the network traffic sent by the server and thus, we can safely
assume that measuring one side of the network traffic (either the client or the server) should
be sufficient and b) since we were using the Newriver [16] cluster for remote rendering, we
did not have administrative permissions to install Ganglia on it to measure the network like

we did for the client.
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4.2.1 Using 8 VTU files and 8 CPUs

Figure 4.5 shows the maximum data received at the client side, figure 4.6 shows the average
data received at the client side with a mean of 15.388, standard deviation of 6.723, and a
standard error of 2.241, and figure 4.7 shows the average data sent by the client to the server

with a mean of 0.587, standard deviation of 0.017, and a standard error of 0.005.

Max. Data Received in MB/s
55

® 0,95, 1Ix
™ ® ] * * bt ® 1,095 1x
52.7 27 2.7 52.7 2.7 2.7
. 50 2 52 52 52 52 52 1. 80, 2x
2 ® 1,30, 4x
2
g 45
‘E 4-3._7
40 =
™

35
CASE1 CASEZ CASE3 CASE4 CASES CABEG6 CASET CASEB CASBES

Combination

Figure 4.5: Maximum data received with 8 VTU files and 8 CPUs

Figure 4.5 shows the maximum data received by the client from the server during any time
in the rendering process. This can happen just once or maybe more, but we are interested in
knowing how much maximum data was received by the client during the entire process. All
the test cases except for CASE 3 (37 MB/sec) and CASE 4 (40.7 MB/sec) show the same
metric (52.7 MB/sec).

Figure 4.6 shows the average data received by the client from the server during the rendering
process. The maximum data load may not occur frequently and thus, it is important to
average the traffic pattern during the entire rendering pipeline. We can see from the graphs
that CASE 1 and CASE 3 received the maximum amount of data (24.4 MB/sec each ) while
the least average data was received by CASE 9 (6 MB/sec).
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Figure 4.6: Average data received with 8 VTU files and 8 CPUs
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Figure 4.7: Average data sent with 8 VTU files and 8 CPUs

Although very little traffic was sent from the client to the server, we were still interested
to know how much was the average during the rendering process. Figure 4.7 shows all the
values and though all the cases show similar metrics, CASE 7 (0.554 MB/sec) sent the least

data to the server.
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4.2.2 Using 16 VTU files and 16 CPUs

Figure 4.8 shows the maximum data received at the client side, figure 4.9 shows the average
data received at the client side with a mean of 7.322, standard deviation of 3.333, and a
standard error of 1.111, and figure 4.10 shows the average data sent by the client to the

server with a mean of 0.307, standard deviation of 0.023, and a standard error of 0.007.
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Figure 4.8: Maximum data received with 16 VTU files and 16 CPUs

For the maximum data received at any point during the rendering process, all the test cases
showed the same metric (52.8 MB/sec) except for CASE 7 (41.8 MB/sec). Figure 4.8 shows

all the results.

For the average data received during the entire rendering process, we see that CASE 9 (2.8
MB/sec) averaged the minimum followed by CASE 4 (4 MB/sec). CASE 1 averaged the
maximum (12.4 MB/sec) followed by CASE 3 (11.4 MB/sec). Figure 4.9 shows all the

results.
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Avg. Data Received in MB/s
16

® 0,95, 1x
12.4 o ® 1,95 1x
® I
% 12 I ® 96 9.4 1, 80, 2x
= - L ® 1,30, 4x
8 h 74 b4 :
& 8 .
S 4.2 4 B
= 4 e * T 2.8
- 1 [}
0
CASE1 CASE2 CASE3 CASE4 CASE5 CASEG CASE7 CASES CASEQ
Combination
Figure 4.9: Average data received with 16 VTU files and 16 CPUs
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Figure 4.10: Average data sent with 16 VTU files and 16 CPUs

Although the data sent from the client machine to the server seemed insignificant, we still
measured what was the average data sent. As we can see in figure 4.10, CASE 6 (0.246

MB/sec) sent the minimum data while CASE 5 was highest (0.329 MB/sec).
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4.3 Memory Usage

Rendering big data sets on local machines requires the local machines to have sufficient
amount of memory that gets used in the process otherwise the rendering may result in a
failure or may take a long time to complete. However, if one has remote access to more
powerful servers with more memory, CPUs, and GPUs, it makes sense to send the data to
the remote servers that perform the rendering and the local machine gets back the rendered

data.

In our experiments, the local machine was running 8 vncviewers (see section 2.5.1 for details)
along with VirtualGL (see section 2.6 for details on it) and the ParaView client (see section
2.3 for details). The remote server was running 8 vncservers, virtualgl, and 8 or 16 pvservers

(see section 2.3 for more details).

We used Ganglia (see section 2.7 for details) to measure the maximum and minimum memory
footprint on the client side. We only measured peak memory usage on the server side using
native operating system tools since we did not have administrative access to install Ganglia
on the server, which would let us measure the average memory consumption during the

rendering process.

4.3.1 Using 8 VTU files and 8 CPUs

Figure 4.11 shows the maximum memory consumed at the client side, figure 4.12 shows the
average memory consumed at the client side with a mean of 15.877, standard deviation of
0.332, and a standard error of 0.110, and figure 4.13 shows the maximum memory consumed

at the server side.
Figure 4.11 shows that CASE 9 (23 GB) consumed maximum memory followed by CASE 7
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Figure 4.11: Maximum client memory used with 8 VTU files and 8 CPUs

(21.3 GB). Relatively, CASE 7 (17.7 GB) consumed the least memory. Figure 4.12 shows
that on an average, CASE 2 and CASE 7 consumed the maximum memory (16.3 GB each)
closely followed by CASE 9 (16.2 GB) and CASE 4 (16.1 GB). CASE 3 (15.4 GB) consumed
the least average memory. On the server side, there was not much difference in the peak
memory usage for any test case. Figure 4.13 shows that, relatively, CASE 4 (50.84) consumed

the maximum memory while CASE 1 (50.65 GB) consumed the minimum.
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Figure 4.12: Average client memory used with 8 VT'U files and 8 CPUs
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Figure 4.13: Maximum server memory used with 8 VTU files and 8 CPUs
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4.3.2 Using 16 VTU files and 16 CPUs

Figure 4.14 shows the maximum memory consumed at the client side, figure 4.15 shows the
average memory consumed at the client side with a mean of 17.077, standard deviation of
0.456, and a standard error of 0.152, and figure 4.16 shows the maximum memory consumed

at the server side.
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Figure 4.14: Maximum client memory used with 16 VT'U files and 16 CPUs

Figure 4.14 shows that CASE 8 (22.4 GB) consumed the maximum memory followed by
CASE 3 and CASE 5 (21.1 GB each). CASE 1 and CASE 2 consumed the least memory
(17.9 GB each). Figure 4.15 shows that on an average, CASE 3 (18.1 GB) consumed the
maximum memory while CASE 6 (16.3 GB) consumed the least. Figure 4.16 shows that all
the test cases consumed almost the same peak memory at the server side. Relatively, CASE
2 and CASE 7 consumed the maximum memory (108.5 GB each) while CASE 5 (108.39 GB)

consumed the least.
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Chapter 5

Discussion

5.1 Welch Two Sample t-tests

We had several combination of variables that we varied and got different results. In order to
understand which of these results are significant and dependent on the variables we tested,
we ran 8 Welch Two Sample t-tests [77]. We created two groups as shown in table 5.1. The
8 t-tests were run for the variables shown in table 5.2.

Table 5.1: Groups created for Welch Two Sample t-tests

Group # Processors # VTU files

I 8 8
IT 16 16

Only 4 out of the 8 p-values that we got were significant as shown in table 5.3. This means
that the other 4 variables (Max. data received, Avg. memory on client, Max. memory on
client, and Max. memory on server) were not affected by changing the number of processors

and VTU files.
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Table 5.2: Tests performed on different variables

Variables

Avg. data received
Max. data received
Avg. data sent
Avg. memory on client
Max memory on client
Max. memory on server
Avg. still render frame rate
Avg. interactive render frame rate

Table 5.3: Significant results obtained from the t-tests

Variable name p-value
Avg. data received 0.005267
Avg. data sent 1.96E-14

Avg. still render frame rate 4.14E-15
Avg. interactive render frame rate 2.03E-08

57



58 CHAPTER 5. DISCUSSION

5.2 ANOVA Analysis

To further analyze the effects of the different compression parameters on the variables, we
created sub-groups as shown in table 5.4 and ran 8 ANOVAs [69] for each of the variables
shown in table 5.2. The results we got are shown in table 5.5. All the results except for Max.
memory on the client and Max. data received were affected by the number of processors and
VTU files. We can see from the results that the number of processors and the VTU files
were the main factors affecting the variables and there was no variable that was affected by
if JPEG was enabled or disabled.
Table 5.4: Groups created for ANOVA for the entire data

Group # Processors and VTU files JPEG

| 8 Disabled (0)
IT 8 Enabled (1)
111 16 Disabled (0)
v 16 Enabled (1)

Table 5.5: Significant results obtained from ANOVA for all the data

Variable name Significant factor p-value
Avg. data received Processors and VTU files  0.01209
Avg. data sent Processors and VTU files 3.25E-13
Avg. memory on client Processors and VTU files 2.68E-05
Max. memory on server Processors and VTU files  <2e-16

Avg. still render FPS Processors and VTU files  <2e-16
Avg. interactive render FPS Processors and VTU files 5.169e-08
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Within each of the two main groups (8 and 16 processors and VTU files), we created sub-
groups and used 3 predictors: JPEG, Quality, and Chrominance (see table 5.6). ANOVA

did not show significant results for any variable except for one as shown in table 5.7.

Table 5.6: Sub-groups created for ANOVA

Group JPEG Compression Quality Chrominance

I Disabled (0) 95 1
IT Enabled (1) 95 1
I11 Enabled (1) 80 2
v Enabled (1) 30 4

Table 5.7: Significant results obtained from ANOVA of sub-groups

Variable name Significant factor p-value

Avg. still render FPS JPEG 0.04305 for 16 processors and 16 VTU files

5.3 Major takeaways

1. The still render frame rate for 8 CPUs and 8 VTU files was significantly better than
those for 16 CPUs and 16 VTU files by a factor greater than 8. This is also shown by

the t-tests.

2. The interactive render frame rate for 8 CPUs and 8 VTU files was significantly better

than those for 16 CPUs and 16 VT'U files by a factor greater than 1.6.

3. Based on the ANOVA analysis, the most significant factor deciding the frame rates
was number of CPUs and VTU files and if JPEG compression was enabled.

4. Quality and JPEG chrominance sub-sampling did not have any significant impact on

the dependent variables.
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5. The average data received by the client for 8 CPUs and 8 VTU files was significantly

more than those for 16 CPUs and 16 VTU files by a factor almost equal to 2.

6. The peak data received by the client for 8 CPUs and 8 VTU files was almost the same

as for 16 CPUs and 16 VTU files.

7. The average memory consumed by the client for 8 CPUs and 8 VTU files was slightly
less than that consumed for 16 CPUs and 16 VTU files by a factor almost equal to

1.11.

8. The peak memory consumed by the client for 8 CPUs and 8 VTU files was almost

equal to that consumed for 16 CPUs and 16 VTU files.

9. The peak memory consumed by the server for 8 CPUs and 8 VT'U files was significantly

less than that consumed for 16 CPUs and 16 VTU files by a factor almost equal to 2.

5.4 Effect of network and stereo

All the results that we got used the VI-RNET 10 GB network, which meant that we could
get upload speeds of up to 256 MB/sec and download speeds of up to 250 MB/sec. In our
experiments, the peak data transfer speed achieved was 52.7 MB /sec, which means that if we
were using the 1 GB network that we previously had in the lab to run our experiments, our
results would have been affected significantly. The 1 GB network only supports a download
and upload speed of approximately 5 MB/sec and if we were to use this to run the same
experiments, we predict that the still and interactive render frame rates would have decreased

significantly affecting the user experience in the CAVE.

All our experiments were run in a monoscopic fashion and the main difference between

monoscopic and stereoscopic images is the addition of depth information in stereoscopic
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images, which gives a false perception of viewing the images in 3D. The CAVE at Virginia
Tech has 8 projectors (2 projectors per wall) capable of doing active stereo but we could not
make use of this capability because of limitations of ParaView as discussed in section 3.4.
However, if we were to overcome this limitation and re-did our experiments in stereoscopic
mode, we think that the performance will not be as good as that achieved in the monoscopic
mode. In monoscopic mode we had 8 displays each using 1 processor but we had to use
16 processors for our second case where each display was split into 2 having a geometry of
“1280x16004+-04-0” and “1280x1600+12804-0". The number of MPI processes and DISPLAY's
set in the ParaView XML file or the pvx file should match for a successful connection between
the client and the server. As we saw in our results, the frame rate achieved with 8 processors
was almost double the frame rate achieved with 16 processors and this is mainly because
of how ParaView duplicates the data on each node (see section 3.4.1 for more details). So,
if we were to do stereoscopic data visualization in the CAVE that would mean defining 2x
number of DISPLAYSs in the pvx file (one for the left eye and one for the right eye) and
requesting 2x number of processors for rendering, and because of how ParaView duplicates

data on each node, adding more processors should adversely affect performance.
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Chapter 6

Conclusion and future work

In this work, we visualized a point cloud data consisting of more than 40 million points in
a CAVE-style system. Our pipeline consisted of ParaView, VirtualGL, and TurboVNC. We
varied 6 parameters including number of processors, number of VTU files, JPEG compres-
sion, Quality, JPEG chrominance sub-sampling, and compression level. We measured the
data flowing to and from the client to the servers, the memory foot print on the client and
the server, and the frame rates received at the client side. We used NewRiver HPC machines

at Virginia Tech for remote rendering.

Our results show that adding more CPUs and dividing the data into more number of VTU
files does not help in speeding the rendering process and visualizing the data in a CAVE-style
system. The frame rates achieved with 8 processors and 8 VTU files is significantly better
than the frame rates achieved with 16 processors and 16 VTU files. The average data sent
and received over the network is also significantly more for 8 CPUs and 8 VTU files than
16 CPUs and 16 VTU files. This shows that adding parallelism beyond a certain extent
actually has an adverse effect on the frame rates when visualizing data using ParaView in a

CAVE-style system.
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6.1 Recommendations

In this work we observed that there was no significant effect of varying the compression
parameters like Quality and JPEG chrominance sub-sampling. Enabling or disabling JPEG
compression had a significant impact in only one case while measuring average still render
FPS using 16 VTU files and 16 processors. The biggest impact that we observed was while
varying the number of VTU files and the number of processors. We should also note here
that we used a 10G network for our tests, which could easily accommodate the maximum
data flowing between the client and the server. Based on our experimental results, below
are some recommendations that can be followed while dealing with big data and remotely

visualizing it in a CAVE-styled setup using ParaView.

1. There is no need to degrade the quality of the image or apply any JPEG chrominance
sub-sampling since it does not have any significant impact on still and interactive frame

rates, network, or memory.

2. Enabling or disabling JPEG compression will not have a significant impact in all cases
except one (see table 5.7 for details). Hence, it is okay to not vary this compression

parameter.

3. Since ParaView duplicates data on each node (see section 3.4 for details), minimum
number of processors should be used that is needed to make the CAVE work. For
example, in our case, we had 8 projectors and each projector was responsible for 1
display. Hence, the optimum number of processors to be used for getting the highest

frame rates was 8.

4. Tiled rendering using ParaView in a CAVE-styled setup has an adverse impact on

performance because ParaView duplicates data on each node and hence, tiled rendering
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is not recommended. This is evident from our results using 16 VTU files and 16

Processors.

5. If the data to be visualized is in a format that can not be read in parallel (like CSV) then
it should be converted into a parallel file format like VT'U otherwise all the rendering

will occur on a single processor.

6.2 Future work

The work we did in this thesis leaves room for some future. It would be interesting to see
how other combinations perform like 8 CPUs and 16 VTU files, 16 CPUs and 8 VTU files,
etc. Currently, there is a limitation to how much data can be visualized using ParaView in
the CAVE but if some more work is done on enhancing ParaView’s capability to support
bigger data sets by incorporating the changes suggested in section 3.4, it would be interesting

to see how ParaView performs and how it affects the network and frame rates.

We used a 10G network for all our tests, which could easily accommodate the maximum data
flowing between the client and the server. This is could be one of the reasons why compression
parameters like quality and JPEG chrominance sub-sampling did not have any significant
impact on the frame rates achieved. It would be interesting to see how the same experiments
behave while using a 1G network since a 1G network will not be able to accommodate the
maximum data flowing between the client and the server and compression parameters like

quality and JPEG chrominance sub-sampling may have a more significant role to play then.

Another possibility of future work is adding active stereo support to ParaView in addition
to the mono mode that it currently supports. Like we discussed in section 5.4, we think

that using stereo will adversely affect frame rates compared to the frame rates achieved in
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monoscopic mode. This is because stereoscopic mode needs twice the number of displays
and processors compared to the monoscopic mode and ParaView will copy all the data on
each processor (see section 3.4.1 for details) affecting the total render time. However, this
also brings the question of what frame rates are acceptable for a good user experience? So,
even if the frame rates drop to 20 FPS in stereoscopic mode compared to getting 40 FPS
in monoscopic mode, which one is better? This is another interesting question where more

work can be done.
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