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Subscriptions are: 
· $1.00 a year for a Member. ·i 

5.00 for a Sustaining Member. ! 
25.00 for a Patron. ~ 

$100.00 will place a child for eight months in one of the ~ 
better-equipped, remote settlement schools. 

$50.00 will place a child for eight months in one of the \: 
smaller schools where industrial training is given. ) 

$10.00 will give industrial training for eight month~ to a. , .. 
day pupil who does not live in the school. ··•· -;: 

$600.00 will pay the salary of an industrial teacher or nurse. 
Official receipt and the QUARTERLY MAGAZINE will be 

sent to all subscribers. ·\ .• 
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SUBSCRIPTION BLANK 

B>uutl!rru ~uhmllrtul 1Ehm:uttuuul i\Banttuttuu 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Enclosed please find ........................... Dollars 

for (purpose) ... ....................................• 

Name ..................................... . 

Address .................................•... 

Date ................................ . 

ii Southern . Industrial Educational 
~· ·Association 
~: 
i~' 

i~ ' . . 

~·· !~. 
llJ· Make checks payable to Southern Industrial Educational 

Association, and send to the Corresponding Secretary. 
' ' I. MRS. A. s. STONE, 

325 Southern Building, 
Washington, D. C. 
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Southern Industrial Educational Associatior 
{INCORPORATED) 

Organized to promote industrial training of the white children 
of the Southern Appalachian Mountaineers. 

The Child of Hope. 

MARTHA S. GIELOW. 
Headquartera: Southern Building, Room 331~ Washington, D. C. 

Pruld~nt 

HON. Si:TH SHE.PAlU> 

MARTHA S. GIELOW, Fauntl•r 

©ffirrrs 
P'lte-PruU~m t:nd Orr•nl:ur 

MRS. MARTHA S. Gti'.LOW 

It has been said that the mountain land of the South is 
,. tlie "land of promise," and the mountain child, "the child 

viu-Pruid•nt of hope," and if any doubt that the mountain land is the 
c. c. CALHouN. EEQ. land of promise let them go and look upon the activity that 

Chief Justice Court of A.ppe2ls The F:uu.e:ut, W:uhini::ton, D. c. Tr•arnr•r is transforming some of the dark corners (especially in 
District of. Columbia 

R.'Cordin1:. Secrdaq 

MRS. C. DAVID WHITE. 

Mrs. D. G. Ambler 
Richard K. Campbell 
C. C. Calhoun, Esq. 
Hon. P. P. Claxton 

Carrutondin1:. s~,reiary 
MRS. A. S. STONE 

331 Southern Building 

wrustrrs 
Prof. Herbert E. Day 
Monte Gdffith, M. D. 
Dr. Thomas Nelson Pai:-e 
Leii::h Robinson, Esq. 

.M
1
LT0N E: AiLt:s, E!0~«. l No. ·Car.). Let thetn see the railroads penetratino- into the Vice-Pres. Rie;e:s Nat. ~ • b 

Chairman 01 PubI;ci,1 ~wi_ldest sect1o:is !hrough tunnels deep and ov~r the dizzy 
THOMAS NELsoN PAGE.·'.. heights of 111a3estlc scenery. Let them see the innumerable 

Hon. Seth Shepard 
Mrs. Samuel Spencer : 
Mrs. c. David White!: 
Miss Clara Wilson ' 

hill-crests cro\.vned '<vith :villas, resorts, and hotels built as 
by magic, and see the streams of tourists pouring in led by 
the· advance guard of the prospecting agents. 

NEW YORK AUXILIAitY 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 

Yes, the mountain land is indeed the land of promise for 
the seeker of gain and the seeker of health. Its material 
values and the wonderful healing powers of the glorious 
air "above the clouds" have been discovered in the last ten 0FFIC£RS 

Fir1t P'lce-Prult!<nt 
Miu M. V. B. Vanderpoel 

Tr.Aiunr :,; yeirs and heralded to the world, and civilization with all 
Mr. J•mes Lee1 La.idllW • • f . Mn. Ali::ernon Sidney Sul!ivan 

Second Vlce·Presid•nt 
Miss Mary S. Burkfi.arn 

Third Y1c~-Pruiduu ;~, its com1nun1cat1ng orces IS rapidly penetrating the very 
Mrs.Georze w.Jenkins ',·: heart of the woode<;l forests. Enterprising companies are 

R«orJini:: suruary ;y se'izing upon vast areas of timber lands and entire moun.tf11iltan1 Tre111urer 
Mn. Juan Ceballos 
777 Madbon Ave. 

Corr111ondlnt: Secretary 
Mu. Eui::ene Frayer Mri. Livinzuou Rowe Seh'?;{U"' tains with ·the water power of their streams for develop

MARYLAND AUXILIARY c'~ ment. 
BALTIMORE, MD. 

Pruld~nt, Mu. J. J. Jackson, The Walbert. 
Ruordll•r s .. retArf, Mn. Frederick Tyso!1, 257 W. Preston St. 
Carrllf>ondln1:. Secruar1, Mn, John M. Miller, !404 Bol~on St., 

,J111Jiant Corru1a,.dlnt: s~cr•tar1, Miss E.W. D. L12on. Ellicott Caty. 
Tr~arur1r, Mrs. Eric Beri::bnd, 1116 N. Ch:ule' St. 

''· And what of the mountain child? This so-called "child 
, .. , of hope"? What prospect has he for sharing in the bene
[if. fits of this new creation, this new order of things? Is he 
,.. prepared for this sudden transformation of his environ

Pr111t!,,.t 

Mrs. C. C. Cbr 
Fnlitvale, Cal. 

Tr1•111rer 
Miu N. D, Rideout, Felto11 

CALIFORNIA AUXILIARY tnent? Has he been fitted to meet these new conditions so 
strange and foreign and is he able to hold his own in this 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. d 1 " 1 d f 
Flru Ylu·Prul4•iu Suon.I Ylu-Pruldnu :~·. WOn erfu ffiOUntatn an 0 promise? 
Mn. L. L. Dunb:i.r Min B. Letcher r,·s Perhaps had less "research" work been done in the last 

331 Parnassus Avenue. 2235 Durant Ave., Berke~y ten years and had more attention been given to the imme-
""""1 ., d" t d "d t ·c1 d · 1 · h Miss N. A. Queen, 2212 Sacu.mento St •• s.n Fran~ ta e nee s so ev1 en , so percepttv e an vita , we mtg t 

ALABAMA AUXILIARY W say he is. But the few htttulreds receiving light, are but as 
r"i a clrop to the whole. Yln·Pnll,,,., •• t-Lart;;•, Mn. Chule1 Hendeno11, Troy fE 

c...;.,,,.,.,l,..t Sttrd•r1 /t.uor4inc Surd•r1 !'r••t11r1r ~ 
Mn. Ray Rushton, Montr;omery Mrs. J. Bowron, Birmi11e:h101 Mn. Chappell Corer, Birmin[~~· 
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The sudden burst of light upon bandaged eyes produces a 
blindness that is often fatal in its results. And just so the ,:; 
1110U11taineer \Vithout preparation, \Vithout experience, in [J 
outside conclitions, is likely to be blinded by his first chance i.'.~ 
to hold money in his hands. He sells his lands, his all· to , , 
the be\vildering agents for a '\vido\v's 111ite'' and the inoney 62 
see1ns very gTeat in co111parison \vith the bleak hill sides :.,, 
he has parted \vith, and \Vhich failed to yield a decent liv- r,'~ 
ing because he hacl failed to have light on the values of soil .· · 
and a 111ore intelEgent 111otle of farn1ing. And like a child :·~~ 
he goes forth having sold his birthright for a 111ess of pot- ~·· 
tage; and not knovving the value of n1oney and not knoi,.ving r·. 

how to invest or to use it \.visely, soon finds it gone ancl liim- ~: 
self and family down and out or,. I should say, out and [!, 
down. For the inefficient must give \vay to the efficient and ~·. 
the unprepared, unenlightened, proud, self-in1portant moun- ~t 
taineer becomes the menial on the plains. t;: 

This is no overdra\vn picture, for so rapid and so su<lden ~t· 
has co1ne the inrush of com1nercializing light to the 1noun-· ~
tains that the remote mountain people are in a large meas- f! 
ure bewildered and too late \Vill realize their own ignorance r-;; 
and simplicity and irreparable loss. · They are far more f,t_: 

desolate in the mills to which they are driven, more bit
terly poor as wandering railroad hands, competing with ~i· 
negroes and foreign laborers, than as land owners in cabins .. f 
ever so bleak. For the money they receive, especially those [~ 
with large families, barely keeps their bodies and souls to- "'~.

. gether under the new conditions of rent to pay and every- W 
thing to buy. Twenty-five years more of even limited edu- r;: 
cational forces at \vork \vould have found them better pre- ~~ 
pared. And the only hand held out to advise and restrain ~} 
this natural impulse •to sell to the persuasive agents and to ~· 
hold -at least .a small part of this "land of plenty" (when ~ 
understood) is the hand of the mission teacher, and the only ~' 
chance for thousands of these "children of hope" so-called, ~~ 
is the chance they. are getting ii:i the mission schools. 1. 
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The short-ter111 public school in 1nany of the n1ountain 
counties is not a credit to the mountain States. This feeble 
pretense at education is of little account and if these States 
do not look more forcibly to the development of this ne
glected asset there \Vill be even a more fearful account of 
stewardship td render later on." There are "classes" in the 
111ountains as else\.vhere and \Vhile it is true that conditions 
in many ins,tances an1ong the nl·ountain people are, especially 
in the vi1cinity of the 111ission schools, greatly iinproved the 
fact remains that their state is yet far fron1 satisfactory 
and a great majority are as yet u·nstarted. Fro1n the train 
windo\vs one can see the pitiful shanties and cabins nestled 
on the edge of "civilization," and these are the ho1nes of the 
Anglo-Saxons \vhose ancestors fought for the independence 
of the Nation. 

But there are forces at \vork in the mountains though 
unbacked. by endc:\.vments. The hand to mouth struggle of 
the ·111ountain schoo.ls 1 fighting for existence is the n1ost 
pathetic as \vell as the inost hopeful sight I have seen in 
the inountains. . 

I have driven over one hundred· and fifty miles throuO'h 
the very heart of things in several of the mountain cou~
ties in the last few months. I have remained for days in 
many of the schools and have studied the children at close 
range and followed them into remote homes. The splendid 
barefooted n1anly little feltov.'s toiling in the rugged corn
fields through the snn1111er to earn their '\Vay through school 
during the \vinter, vvere enough to inspire a heart of stone 
in their behalf. One little barefoot, red-headed lad especial
ly interestea me by his fine open face. I learned that he 
was one of the many little mountain tramps that haVe no 
fathers and no homes and \Vho sleep in hay stacks and 
get food by working- from door to door. He had wandered 
into the "fold" at this particular school and asked for work 
and education. It w.as noticed that "one of the little bare 
foot comrades always ate the dessert of this little red-headed 
favorite and it \.vas discovered upon investigation that :'little 
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red-head" had only the one ragged shirt to his back and he 
was giving ten desserts to the other little boy for one of his 
shirts. When a boy has been half fed and never before per
haps has seen a pie or a pudding the sacrifice of giving his 
share ten times for a shirt and watching the other boy eat 
it is a test worthy of note. And the girls were not behind 
in instances of sacrifice and brave efforts to work their way. 

These schools doing this splendid work for ·the future 
mothers and voters of the remote sections 'vere in every in
stance in great need of aid. There was a lack of indus
trial equipment and a lack of aln1ost everything necessary 
for carrying on this great work except the childr_en and 
the loving sacrificing devotion of the teachers. 

If those who give to higher education could only be 
brought to see the vital need of this foundation work, I 
believe they would divide their gifts. And if those now 
wasting time and opportunity by "studying conditions" 
would only give to the present pressing need we might 
finish the partly built schools and equip them with indus
trial appliances and place industrial teachers vvhere voca
tional training is so greatly needed. If those who have 
means could but see the terrible spread of disease and sick
ness throughout our mountains and would help us place 
visiting nurses in isolated homes what a blessing they 
would brirtg to the poor ignorant mothers who haven't the 
faintest knowledge of sanitation or care of their sick. 

The need of visiting nurses is one of the greatest in the 
mountains to-day. · Every kind of sickness seems to have 
settled upon the cabin areas. I found many summer schools 
that are usually carried on (by mission teachers) for three 
months, and public· school buildings closed by epidemics of 
whooping cough and typhoid fever. I saw sick children in 
nearly every cabin home I entered and was told of entire 
families down with typhoid fever. In one cabin near one 
of the schools I was Visiting, a family of five were ill with 
it and their only nurse and help was the one member that 
had not at that time succumbed. In another cabin out of 
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a mountain family of ten, eight were down with typhoid. 
The only member untouched was a child of thirteen, who 
cooked and nursed and milked three cows and cared for the 
home. One son had died of it and the remaining son of 
eighteen looked to be hopelessly ill. I learned from reliable 
authority that tuberculosis is spreading its deadly plague 
over the mountains and I was told that its origin could be 
traced to those who had been·heguiled into going do\vn to 
work in the cotton mills and returning to die in their 
mountains. 

. More than ever should we be up and doing for the preser
vation of this splendid American stock needing but a chance. 

Census Facts as to Illiteracy. 

For the definite and statistical. information of the public 
there are shown in the accompanying tables the census re
t4rns respecting illiteracy in several of the Southern Ap
palachian States, and, in particular, respecting the illiteracy 
of the native white men in several mountain counties of 
each State. 

The statement for the year 1900 was prepared by Dr. 
E. Dana Durand, Direct9r of the last census, in response 
to the request for accurate criteria regarding these coun
ties. At the request of the Association, Dr. Durand has 
kindly prepared for purposes of comparison an advance 
statement compiled from the unpublished returns of the 

· cens.us for 1910, concerning the same states and counties. 
We republish the 1900 data for comparison wHh the returns 
of 1910. ~The latter, Dr. Durand states, are subject to re
vision, but the cha.nges which may be made in the figures 
are' not likely to affect perceptibly the percentages .. 

The classified data here given are most important on 
account not only of the urgent desire of the public for ac
curate information (the existing reports being unsystemati

. cally compiled, vague, sometimes conflicting, and often 
grossly exaggerative), but also to. show both what must 

.· .... · 
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be done and °"'·hat has been <lone. 1~he thanks of the As
sociation and its friends are due to Dr. Durand for his 
efforts in behalf of this work. 

In examining the data in the tables it will be noted that 
the fignres concern the native white population only, the 
last three columns being given to the exclusive considera
ti?n of native \vhiite 111ales over tyventy-one years of age. It 
will next be observed that und_er each State are given ( 1) 
the figures for the native vvlute population of the \Vhole 
State; (2) the returns for several of the n1ountain coun
ties,_ aggregated, in the States 1 and ( 3) the specific i11for-
111ation for each of these n1ountain counties. The perce1i
tages at the right 111argin pertain to native \vhite 111ale 
adults. 

On looking through and co111paring the t\vo tables it ,vill 
be seen than: all the States show, in 1910, substantial im
prove1ne·nt, so far as the bald figures go, over the conditions 
of 1900, but it is depressing to see that the \VOrst counties 
show the least relative gain. In so1ne cases the itnprove
".'ent is obviously due mainly to a large influx of popula
tion from other regions of higher educational standards 
this in~ux being caused by the developn1ent of 1nines, 1nil1~ 
:ind railways. The effects of i1nn1igration of native Ainer-
1cans from other n10re prosperous regions, are i..vell illus
±ra:t~d, for example, in Bell and Pike counties in I<entucky. 
During the ten years the population of the for1ner nearly 
,doubled, while that of the latter increased about one-half. 
Concomitantly the percentage of illiteracy in these coun
ties which show, quite naturally, the greatest improve1nent 
was reduced by about one-third. In the other two Ken
tucky counties where-the population \Vas not so largely in
creased, the number of grovvn white men vvho can neither 
read ;ior write- has re1nained nearly the san1e, though they 
constitute somewhat stnaller percentages. Similarly the de
velopment of coal 111ining ~n Dickenson county, Virginia, 
?e~ms to have_produced a marked effect 011 its percentage of 
dhterates, which former)y comprised oae-fourth of its men. 
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The best general in1proveme~1t by counties is to be found 
in North Carolina and Tennessee where, however, educa
tional conditions have from the start been better than in the 
other States 1nentioned. In North Carolina, for example, 
the total population of the three mountain counties covered 
by the report, has und~rgone but little change, and the re
duced percentages 1nay be credited as presun1ably due to 
the extension of educational opportunities. It may be in 
part due to awakened local pride and its effects upon the 
census, leading- the enun1erator to make the best sho,ving 
possible, ancl the people to "put the best foot forward." 
Possibly so111e such influence 111ay have aided in cutting 
down the total illiteracy by about one-half in Alleghany 
county, North Carolina, and reducing the ignorance of the 
aro\-vn 1nen n1ore than a third in that county. Credit, nev
~rtheless, n1ust 111ainly be due to the good work done in the 
mountains by the State as \veil as by outside organizations. 
The far greater ·attractiveness, accessibility and healthful
ness of the Carolina mountains have been potent factors in 
bringing the needs of the people to the attention of the out
side world al)tl in bringing that world to the mountafr1s. 
There yet remains a great work to be accomphshed. vVh1le 
climatic and esthetic factors have helped to bring aid to the 
mountaineers of the Carolinas, conditions more or less dis
tinctly contrary have operated in detrin1ent to the less ac
cessible, less known, and so less appreciated white popula
tion of the relatively uninteresting 1nountain "regions of 
Eastern I<entucky, and the border counties of Virginia 
represented in the tables. It is a lamentable fact that these 
counties showing greatest illiteracy appear to excite less 
interest and less attention. Fewer people of the outside 
world visit them and less is done for their pitiful needs. 
In Buchanan -county, Va., the gain in ten years is less than 
one per cent. Do our readers grasp the fact that over one
,third of the native white 1nen of this county can neither 
read nor write? The showing of the mountain counties 
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Illiteracy in Southern Mountains 1900 
' 

. Illiteracy in Southern Mountains, 1910. 
~ativc white males 21 ycan 

Total Illiterate of ai:e or over 

native native 
whi!es I Illi<o<O<o white 10 yean of • popul:ation TOTAL Per ate or over Number I cent 

! 

. Native white males 21 year1 

Total Illiterate of age or over 
native native 

1-.~~-white whites. 

popuia;tion 10 years of TOTAL I N'mb" I age or over "' cem 

United States ......... 68,386,422 1,535,023 17,710,697 617,966 3.5 
Kentucky, North Caro-

Jina, Tennessee and 
· ·Virginia . . ......... 6,538,621 481,409 1,633,632 191,280 11.7 

,14 Mountain Counties .. 248,617 32,535 54,454 10,972 20.1 
-- --

United States ··1.····· 56,740,739 1,916,434 14,103,619 688,750 4.9 
Kentucky, North Caro-

lina, Tennessee and 
Virginia ........... 5,767,772 598,482 1,386,710 204,697 14.8 

14 Mountain Counties. 207,019 39,518 43,i96 10,844 24.8 
KENTUCKY •• ········· 1;987,898 146,797 507,221 60,147 11.9 

4 Mountain Counties 76,947 11,716 16,705 3,600 21.6 
Bell ............. 25,112 3,486 6,002 1,111 18.5 
Harlan· .. 9,990 1,908 2,014 535 26.6 
Letcher ........... 10,604 1,4&1 2,057 444 21.6 
Pike ............. 31,241 4,839 6,632 1,510 22.8 

--- --- -- --
KENTUCKY • 1,812,176 169,324 444,067 63,348 14.3 

4 Mountain. C~~~t·i~~. 54,986 12,163 11,226 3,245 28.9 
Bell .............. 13,761 2,679 3,107 755 24.3 
Harlan .. 9,609 2,536 1,885 566 30.0 
Letcher .......... 9,126 2,002 1,777 493 27.7 
Pike .. .......... 22,490 4,946 4,457 1,431 32.1 

NORTH CAROLIN A •••••• 1,494,569 132,189 354,315 49,710 14.0 
3 Mountain Counties 39,204 3,904 8,462 l,342 15.9 

Allegheny .. ····· 7,403 524 1,594 179 11.2 
Ashe .. .......... 18,513 2,005 3,979 699 17.5 
Watauga .. ...... 13,288 1,375 2,889 464 16.1 

NORTH CAROLINA ••••• 1,259,209 175,645 286,812 54,334 18.9 
3 Mountain Counties 39,200 6,163 8,044 1,702 21.2 

Alleghany ........ 7,292 1,034 1,521 302 19.9 
Ashe .. 18,885 3,152 3,837 822 21.4 
Watauga.·~·::::::: 13,023 1,977 2,686 578 21,5 

TENNESSEE • • .••• .' ••• : 1,692,973 120,966 423,319 47,743 11.3 
2 Mountain Counties 35,164 3,992 8,101 1,555 19.Z 

Grainger . 13,395 1,418 3,173 523 16.5 
Hawkins., ....... 21,769 2,574 4,928 1,032 20.9 

TENNESSEE •.• 1,522,600 157,396 365,537 51,688 14.l 
2 Mo~ntain . C~;;i{t·i~~. 36,953 6,660 8,167 2,013 24.6 

Grainger ......... 14,856 2,827 3,420 802 23.5 
Hawkins .. ...... 22,097 3,833 4,747 1,211 25.5 

VIRGINIA .•.•.•.•••••• l,363,181 81,457 348,777 33,680 9.7 
S Mountaii1- Counties 97,302 12,923 21,186 4,475 21.1 

Buchanan ........ 12,320 2,721 2,445 852 34.8 
Dickenson .. 9,187 912 1,814 296 16.3 
Lee .............. 22,639 3,080 4,923 1,128 22.9 
Scott .. . . . . . . . . . . 23,302 3,089 5,243 1,155 22.0 
Wise .. .......... 29,854 3,121 6,761 1,044 15.4 

VmGrNrA •.••.•....••• 1,173,787 96,117 290,294 35,327 12.2 
5 Mountain Counties 75,880 13,532 16,359 3,880 23.7 

Buchanan ........ 9,683 2,841 1,954 695 35.6 
Dickenson .. 7,744 1,558 1,518 380 25.0 
Lee .............. 19,099 3,097 3,988 960 24.1 
Scott ............ 22,059 3,828 4,780 1,192 24.9 
Wise ............. 17,295 2,208 4,119 657 16.0 

: ... ~ ""1 
(;~ (i;:"~'. 
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~~ Quarterly Magazine s: 

SOUTHERN INriUSTRIAL0~;~~ATIONAL ASSOCIATION. ..l r!.-.-~.~, •. ',_:··. 

(Continued from page 9)· 
of the Blue Grass State and of the Old Do111inion is an 
indictment not alone of those com1non\.vealths, but of ?Ur 
country as well, ancl our boasted ~ivilization and hu1n~n1ty. 

PUBL!SHED QUARTERLY BY THE SOUTHERN INDUSTRIAL EDUCATIONAL AssOCIA- ~ 
TION_, RooM 331 SOUTHERN llutLllING, \.VASHINGTON,' D. c. ,.,. Is not the ignorance revealed 111 these tab~es a national 

dis()'"race and \.vhat about the loss to our national strength 
of ~11 this good American stock that is still only a poten
tiality? 

Application fol' entry as second-class matter at the Post Office :at Washing- ~-·,:_.,: •• _• 
tm1, V. C., under the Act of Congress, July 16, 1894, pending. ~~ 

WASHINGTON, D. C. September, 1912. 

All communications relatine to the QUARTERLY MAGAZlNE should be nddresscd to the 
· Editor, Mrs.-C. David White, Room 331, Southern Building, W:ishini;:ton, [). C. 

The following· figures in regard to education in the 
mountains were furnished by Prof. P. P. Claxton, Com
nUssioner of Education: 

Length of school term in some of the mountain counties 
of Tenessee: Carter County, 98 days; Scott County, 100 
days; Campbell County, 100 days; Greene County, 107 
<lays; Hancock County, 111 days; Monroe County, 112 
<lays. · 

In North Carolina the average length of school term for 
. the whole State, including cities, was 101.9 days. 

Figures sho\ving number of school houses in some of the 
mountain counties of Tennessee and North Carolina: 

TENNESSEE. 

Scoj:t County, 1 school house to every 8Yz square miles; 
Monroe County, 1 school house to every 8~ square miles; 

, Polk County, 1 school house to every 8 square miles; 
Unicoi County, 1 school house to every 7 square miles; 
Greene County, I"sc\1001 house to every 6 square miles. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

. Graham County, 1 school house to every 14 square miles; 
: Swain County, 1 school house to every 13~ square miles; 
Haywood County, 1 school house to every 10 square miles; 
Jackson Comity, 1 school house to every 10 square miles; 

-- JY~acon County, 1 school house to every Sy;i square miles; 
Cherokee County, 1 school house to every 8 square miles. 

~R: 

!~' 
t.:t}_·, Some Reasons for Backwardness in the Mountains. 
;>)'). No stron O'er ar()"uments for the necessity in the more re-
~." mote and i~acces~ibl~ regions of the mounta~n States . for 
~ settlement schools in which children shall hve for eight 
~ months of the year, can be presented than the following 
" statement taken from the report of the school superm
~ tendent of one of the mountain counties of Kentucky: "I 
~· am glad to say that I found a strong educational s.entim~nt 
!lJ; in most parts of the county, but there. are many difficulties 
!'!;: ·and hindrances in the way of the public schools, of some of 
r;.\ ··which I wish to speak: . 
~ "1. Sparce population in parts of th~ cou_nty makes. 1t 
1!i' .impossible to have a school of m~ch size without havmg 
i\~ , the children walk four or five miles. 
·a.,z: - . "2. Another hindrance is bad roads, for as a rule we 

· - ford the creeks end vvays so that in times of high water 
ri: the .children cannot reach the school houses, but it is grati
~t ' fying to me to note a growing sentiment to take the roads 
"' ·out of the creeks and build bridges where streams must 
~ .· be crossed. · · 
~ :'3. The;: .indifference of parents, the results of ·which are 
-~~ · irregu,lar attendance, tardiness, disobedience; disregard of 
~~-·: public property. ·. 
§1:·> · , . "4. The most serious hindra:llce is epidemics of measles, 
!<' '. · whooping cough; diphtheria, scarlet fever, etc. We have 
fl!cc no salaried health officers to look after and prevent the 
I_·_· spread of these epidemics, and our schools are paying the 
~ penalty." 
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Women and Children of the Mountains. 

Rev. Edgar Tufts, a devoted worker in the mountains 
of N o:th Carolina, writes from intin1ate kno\vle<lge of the 
ha~d lives of the \Vomen and children, as follo\vs: 

The mountains are a good place for men and dogs, but 
they are hard on women and horses" is a saying that is 
very true. No class. of won1en, not even the negroes of the 
S~uth, undergo as 1nany hardships as n1any of the 1noun
~a1n women do. C~oking, \vashing, nursing, milking, sew
~ng, and often far:r_rnng1 occupy the major part of their ex
istence. They begm with the tender years of childhood and 
there is no let-up until they are t<10 feeble to work any 
longer. Their .homes are as bare of any comforts as their 
wa_lls are of pictures. No books, magazines or inusic to 
rehe_ve the monotony of d1e daily drudge. No outside di
;ers1on e_xcept an occas1onal sermon by a local preacher 
m the neighborhood church, t? which the probability is she 
cannot go, because of the babies. Seldom, if ever, passing 
~eyond the narrow confines of her native cove; \Vi th prac
tically. no knowledge of the. outside world and no way of 
obtammg any except a passmg stranger should stop for a 
meal or lodging (in wh~ch case he would get the best her 
home could afford); with no conveniences to Jiahten the 
monotonous burdens of domestic life; \vi th nothin~ to read 
and perhaps no ability to do so, it is no 'Wonder" that the 
average mountain \voman is prematurely old and that she 
seldom smiles. 

T]1e children are strong and robust. They have good 
minds. rrhey have few pleasures that are comn1on to 
chil~ren in other places. Work, isolation and a wrong con
cept10n of l?leasure ?n the part of their parents (they gen
erally associate the mnocent pleasures with worldly amuse
ments that lead to destruction of soul and body) rob them 
of the most ?f the joys of childhood. Nearly all of them 
u~e tobacco m some form, The boys chew and the girls 
dip snuff. They are also profane. 

15 

Copies are obtainable of Mrs. Gielow's historical and edu
cational play entitled "A Mountain Pageant of Historical 
~rableaux and Sy1nbolic Figures," \Vritten for the benefit of 
the Association. These can be rented by schools or those 
desiring its use. 

The little mountain hospital at Altapass, N. C., in charge 
of lvfiss Holman, the trained nurse who has given twelve 
years of devoted service to the mountain people, is doing 
£ne work, and proving a great force for good. 

The Centiwy Magazine for July, 1912, contains a wonder
fully interesting story by Lucy Furman, entitled "Sight to 
the Blind." This story is the direct outcome of Dr. 

_ Stucky:s.visits, to J:he-mountairIB,-and is-a-·recital -of only one- -· 
of the many instances of help that he has given. 

In the QUARTERLY for December, 1911, was an article 
entitled aA Mountain Clinic," describing the remarkable 
work done by Dr. Stucky at Hindman, Ky. This fall Dr. 
John McMullen, a noted eye specialist and assistant of the 
United States Marine Hospital at Baltimore, will accom
pany Dr. Stucky on his visit to the mountains of Eastern 
Kentucky. Dr. McMullen goes at the request of the Ken
tucky State Board of Health to investigate the eye diseases 
so p:r;evalent, particularly trachoma which is a great scourge. 

The Annual Bazaar and sale of articles representing the 
products ·Qf the mountain industries, such as- baskets, \veav-

.. ings~ carved nut bowls, bread trays, etc., will be held in 
November. We hope to have articles made by some of the 
blind mountain children who have been educated in the 
State school at Raleigh, North Carolina. These ·articles are 
sold for the benefit of the mountain workers who have no 
other means of finding a market for their products. 
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