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Women of the Southern Mountains®

After a long tiresome day in a liftle jolting mountain
train on a melting July day, it was a great relief to sce
heavy clouds gatliering overhead. Dresently we were in
thz midst of a terrific mountain storm. The aceommodation
stopped in the eenter of a narrow gorge while the lightning
played wildly about us.

Emerging from s valley, the storm passing as guickly
as it came, the train “flung’” us around the side of a steep
precipice.  There (I could almost toueh ihe side of the hill
from the window) was a sheep all trembling and shivering,
searcely able to keep its hold and not slide down the bare
mountain and under the train, 1 was immedialely re-
winded of, **Other sheep have I which are nat of this
fold,”” ‘o, seck, bring them in,”” and 1 thought of those
three millions to be sought out of the Southern Mountains.

It was during the Civil War that Dr. B, O, Guerrant,
then a young soldicr going with Morgan’s men {hrough the
mountaing, resolved, if God spared his life, {0 come baek
and give it to those people living in such sin and ignorance
andl isolation.

Becanse there were ne churches, no schools and beeause
the illicit distillers wonld have less lear of women, and
they would have greater aceess 1o the homes, Dr. Guerrant
ealled Tor women workers. Many who couldavent withoult
salavies, and many worked for 1he sum of {en, fifleen and
twenty dollars per month,

‘When a mission is first opened, {he teacher lives in the
home of a family in the community, sharing one of the
two rooms with the many members of the family. In the
absence of a school house the teacher begins her work
under the shade of a tree, by the side of the road. In this
way she eatches the children who pass by. The Sunday

School is condueted in like manner. In the winter they go

*Tho Missionnry Survaey of the Prvﬂhytoriﬁn Church in the Tnited
Bintes, June, 1923, .
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into the homes in the community for services. Soon the
people are interested and on a day named they come to-
gether, ave a ““working,’” and thus the chureh and sehool
is founded. Pretty soon the worker has along by the side
of the ehapel-sehoolhonse o (hree-room *“hoxed’’ house
{shaek) ; there she has her home. These houses are often
huilt of green Tumber whieh when dried leaves great erneks
where the winter wind drives the raing and snows theough
in spite of the many pasiings ol newspapers which have
been sent in barrels.  One worker told me how in the win-
ter, when it snowed at night, she pulled the bed spread
over head and in the morming bhefore rising she would
shake the snow off her hed, Will you wonder when 1 tell
yvou that that same woman walks on erutehes mueh of her
time from rheumatism? Iew of the workers’ homes have
even snggestion of ecomfort or convenionee. Often the waler
ia earried from a distant neighbor, the coal must be enr-
ried in and the kindling split, as there’s no man on the
place.  Aside from her many duties as a Cliristian worker
she must o 1liese heavy houschold shores.

Olten the ““teacher™ lives alone with never a congenial
friend Trom the “outside world”? with whom to {atk. Bven
the mail is irregular in ifs arrival, in the winter especinlly,
The post office is perhang al the Toot of 1he mouniain From
the mission collage and it may be {hree miles away and it
may be seven or ten miles,  Tn that ease she depends on
the hoys of the community bringing hers when they go
onee n week for their own family,

There on 1he side of the mountain the winter sun soon
drops behind the horizon. Then, when family ecireles are
gathering around the bright fires, the day’s work done, is
when the hearts grow weary and discouraged and Jonely.
What’s that? A rap at the door; it is quickly apened.
“Why, Johnny, come in and get warm, Why are yon ont
in the cold and snow when yon should be in hed asloep?”’

“Mammy’s mought nigh to die. We lows how yon
would come fo see her. We ean’t git no doctor.”?

—_—— e —-
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Thus all thoughts of self are dismissed and nobody’s
lIonely.

* * %, * * * * #*

Some eustoms peeuliar to the mountain people have heen
much disenssed. The women never sit down ai the table
to eat with a group of men. In the early history of our
country the women of the hills were true American women,
The work of the men was havd, clearing virgin forests,
Imnling down and killing the fieree wild animals, 'pmvul-
ing food and making laws. Woman, as ever ])ln'ymg her
part, ofien ent the wood. While the hushand felled the
trees, she plowed, hoed, and feneed the garden. While the
men planted corn, flax and eotton, she prepared the weal,
the neighbor women coming in to help her. At noon the
men eame in all tired ont. None of the wives were seatod
until every hushand’s appetite was quite salisfied and
they were ont resting 'in the shade. Then tho: women, too
tired to eare, slipped down in the men’s chairs or stools,
oftenn mot even changing the (ishes. Today it is a habit,
and when we sit down with the men we are excused be-
cause we are ‘“‘quare eritters anyway. No fellin” what new
notions we may bring from furein’ parts!”’

During my fivst weel (in July) in the mountaing, Unele
B invited we o attend the “funcral meetin? " oof
SMarthy Ann’’ (his wife) whielh was to be held i Qelober,
ITow conld Tnele Bill know just when Marthy Ann was
going to depart from ihis earth! Ilowever, my eo-worker
explained that Marihy Ann had b(_scn dcad_smno. three or
four years and as a matter of social standing as well as
a religious rite, the departed one must he properly, funeral-
ized. Tt is a time of feasting and of family reunions. At
last the second Sunday in Oectober arrived; so did the
¢ faneralizers.’’ By sunrise people on horseback, mule-
haek (often two or three to an animal), as well as loaded
wagons, and men, women and children on foot were on
their way to Marthy Ann’s funeral. 'We were late arriv-
ing, for we did not get there undil 9.00 ARL!

AN




The meeting was not held in {he ehureh, but at Unele
Bill’s son’s house, in the narrow yard of the three-roomed
colinwe, where the son and son’s wife-and eleven children,
the wife’s mother and Unele B3ill resided.  Seats were im-
provised of rough bosrds pfaced on bloeks or stones. The
preacher’s sl was {hie kitlehen table, the Bible, watcer-
hueket, nnd tin dvinking eup placed on it, the wabter not
necessarily for the use of the preachers bat for the eon-
gregation] Baeh of the seven ““preachers’ {ook hig turn
exhovting and felting about Marthy Ann now three years
deparied.

Steange eustom? Yes, and perhaps il came ahout like
this, In ihe early days the visils of the * Cirenit Rider??
were few and Far hetween, perhaps three or four years.
When he did eonme {0 the eommunity he found {here had
heen many deaths, AN these faneral services weore Jreld
up for him, The relations and friends of all Tamilies con-
cerned atfended en masse.  Time has passed, more preach-
ers have come, oven leachers, and still the old custom re-
matng,  Today the “foneral meeling’’ are the social and
religions affairs of the avtunmm.  Oflen the family who is
having the meetin’ feedy over one hundred people, killing
gheep, pigs and chieckens, besides the vegelables, pies and
cakes. The seceinl position is somewhat gauged by {he ap-
pearancee made at this time,  One heantiful feature of it is
the hospiftalify of {he tiny home with all s erudities of
life.

There are many Tonely homes in the raral disfriets of
the mountains, Tlowever, we are spenking of fhose who
particularly need us, our help. On one ercek where [
worked, there were three houses which had windows and
three which had eook stoves in them, The iron skiilet and
pot were used over the fire avound which the whole family
gathered. ITowever, if there is a mission house near, the
women are not long eontent with these conditions, Afier
they make a few visits to the mission the feacher ean see
a difference in {heir homes.
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The givls marry young and vear large famifies. Infant
moriality is great.  ITomie ties ave strong. The mother is
the cenfer of the home. One woman when spoken to abott
her large family said, “*Scems like one orter have at least
a dozen,”’ A bright little tot who when she entered sehool
was asked how many brothers amd sisters she had, said,
“Jim and Stelte (hor father and wmether) had heaps of
young ‘uns.’’

1t is thte mother who longs for opporiunities for her
children.

There are children’s societies and elubs, and the workers
try to touch every side of their fives. I am reminded of
oune gronp whieh had been studying the Bible, memorizing
verses and c¢hapters, repeating hymns and eatechism, work-
ing very hard indeed. Then the teacher deeided 1o give
themt the other side—soeinl—and had a pariy.  Of eomrse
refreshmoent was the great problem, heing ten miles from
town. Tlowever, some good neighbor was going to fown
and offered to do errands for ug, As many of {he children
had never seen lemons nor {asted lemonnde, she decided
to sarve lemonade and cookies, Time for the party avrived,
Up the eveek, down the ereck, and over the hills eame ¢hil-
dren dangling their {in eups (there were a limited number
of cups at the Mission Cottage), each rushing to he af {le
Longe first to see the party before anyhody else. There
was surely “something strange hidden in them women's
closels ! They eante, saw the party, played games, drank
the Temonade and ate thé eookies awd went home,

Liltle five-year-old Mott was too *‘shamed-faced’” fo play
very much, hut seemed to have a good time looking on. The
next day his mother was down to find out ahout the party.
She said when Mott went home his father took him on his
knee to have a report ahout the aifair.

Said the faiher, ““Well, Mott, did you have a good time
at the pariy?”’

“Unbuh,? replied the solemn little fellow,

“Nid they give vou anything to cat,”” asked the father.
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“Hnhnh,’? was the answer,

Wag it good,’’ persisted the father.

1 jest tell you, pap, them thor cookies wux alright, but
that thor whiskey warn’t fit 10 drink,”” replied the young
man,

In e wonderfut forward meovement of Ameriea, the
women of the hitls have heen left hehind.,  But the mother
longs for eppertunities for her children. A man who has
done much for eduecation .in the Mountains says, 1 have
vet 10 see illiterale children of a literate mother, hut have
found many, wany eases ol illiterate children of a literale
father.”” This faet if nothing clse should impress upon us
the great need of finding and edueating the moihers of [
{ure generalions, A TRAQHER

An Appenl from President Hutchins of Berea College

The greatest nced of Ameriea is Amerieans who are
loyval, and who have a eertain religious reverence for Awner-
fean idenls.  Tn onr Southern mouniaing there are three
million under-privileged men and women, hoys and girly,
every one of them a straight, pureblooded American—{hat
ig, thare nre ng nany of these people ag there were colon.
ists who foughi Ureal Britain nd the time of {he Revola-
tionary War. I think we are ngreed that aboul the best
investment. of life or money is an investment in the boys
and girls of (his stock who may one day save us from going
the road to chaos. I am putting my life into this job, and
I should like mighly well {0 have you put your meney
info it.

A Letter from a Mountain Weaver

My pEaR Mgg. SToNn:

Thelna and I will he glad fo send you the two pair of
spreads by June. Tt seems so good of you to give us work
to do, and we surely do appreciate if, too. T often wonder

]

what us mountain women will do 1o ecarn wmoney of our
own when we ean no longer sell the knotled spreads; it is
the only epportunity that we have ever had to make any-
tning for ourselves. T would be so glad if you could only

_realize the good that yon have done in this work. Thelma

has anolher baby 5 weeks old; the oldest one is just De-
ginning 1o wallk, so you see she will soon have her hands
full taking carve of babies. We are having some heantiful
gpring weather now; the fruit trees will soon be in full
bloom.

Thanking you again for all you have dene for me,

T am, very sineercly yours,
Jostz CrrronieEr.
April 29, 1923, '

Progress in the Hills*

The gift of one million dellars and sizteen thousand acres
of rich timber lands, to establish a fund for lhe eduea-
Lional, agricullvral and economic development of the moin-
tain counties of castern Kenlucky, was recently wnnowneed,
1. 0. Robinson, the doner, has enlrusted Lhe fund to the
niversity of Kenlueky for odmimdstralion,  We ashed
Miss Pelbit, who wilh Miss May Slome of the Hindman
Nettlement School led the way indo the hills yeurs ago, and
who now ¢uides the work of the Pine Mountain School, lo
skeleh the outlines of the present need and opporiunily
along Greasy Creel and Lourel and in the olher isolaled
litile valleys where her neighbors live.

Twenty-four years ago this May I spent a month walking
from the Virginia Mountains across intn a remote part of
the Kentueky Mountains, visiting every house. This last
statement is not strietly trne, for often we fonnd a house

empty, and the entire family at work in the fields. There

*The Survey, May 15, 1923,
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wag no railvond within {fifty miles and {1he old-fashioned
life of o pioneer farmer was the only kind, This was un-
helievably simple and primitive. We met some men and
women who had never heen {o the county seat, only a few
miles away., Few louses had any windows, there were no
sheels, feuds still raged, and every man, earrying his own
pistol, was a law unto himself. Ife had lo right his own
wrongs, il they were righted, Confaet with the outside
world eamie only through an oceasional traveling preacher,
an outsider interested in coal or timber, or a lawyer who
was examining titles, We staved overnighi wherever we
happened to be when dark eame. People id not always
know what we meant when we asked 1o have prayers, but
in the morning, when we asked the price of lodging, the
invarialle reply was, “‘Nothing but a promise lo come
again and stay longer,”’

This May day finds a great ehange on the Far side of the
mountain from {he railrond—a change for hetter and for
worse. A seillement school has been here for fen years.
Significant of its work are betier homes, some of them pro-
vided with eellars, some of them with a two-sheet standard,
and with well-eooked food, chosen with a regard to its
value., The improvement in the health of the babies is es-
peeially noticeable.. Many schools are provided now with
foilets and the older children are learning how {n iake
better eare of themselves and are being helped in ihis by
medical examination and eare. At {he settlement sehool is
a stone chureh, the only chureh building for many miles
along the mountain,

On the other side, the changes are many of them for the
worse. Hvery foew miles up the river, the train stops at
little mining towns, At most of them, sanitary conditions
and water supply are deplorable. TFor the old life of ont-
daor toil with its freedom and independence, the new in-
dustrial order has Titile to offer, There are as a rule no
playegrounds, no gardens, no ehnrehes, sometintes no sehools,
but there is a eomumissary, where finery and canned food

11

may be honght. A neighhor of ours who had heen over to
vigit o married davghter in a mining camp, said: “They
don’t do no work; they think they’ve got to have ’em a
hired givl) and a new sitk dress hefore (he one they ve got
is worn out.” The young girl who washes ddishes in a
hoarding house in the mining camp for $25 a month, a sun
of money which her father probably would not have eol-
Teeied in six months, walles haelk across the mountain to
vigit her lonely Tittle home on the steep hillside, ehewing
eum and wenring high-heeled, patent leather shoes and a
sille dreess, and afflicted with a venereal disease whielh was
unknown a generation ago.

The industrial change has {o he mel squarely, but the
deterioration it has Iwought eould be offset iF each mining
eamp had a eenier for all sorlts of seltlement activities,
These might be managed by the Y. M. €. AL or the Y. W,
C. A. or health organizations.  Defler teachers must be
foond for the ecountry schools.  Tndustrial training is’
needed both in esuntry schools and in speecial schools,
Clhinrel organizations should see fo it {hat the men they
send into the mowntains are practiecal Christians rather
than theologians,  Jusi as everywhere else, there is need for
the right officers to enforee the ‘pistol-toting” and pro-
hibition laws.

Schools where mountain, farmers may be practieally
helped arve greally needed.  The old method of eutting
down a Torest traet for raising a crop can no longer he
Tollowed, the land 18 so nearly gone: and the Tarmers must
learn 1o {crrace their denuded hillsides and conserve the
soil. A movement for reforesting sections of the monn-
tains which have already been eut contrary to modern for-
estry regulations shonld he inangurated. More and more,
the remote seetions will be eonfronted with changed indus-
trial eonditions, which ean he moet with less loss if the peo-
ple are prepared with better eduention, knowledge of het-
ter living conditions, and higher ideals for their children.

The greatest need of the mountaing is Tor eontact with
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the right people. T twenty-cight years 1 have seen many
splendid, well-ciquipped workers, who loved 1o live wmong
the mountain people, leave this eountry heeause ihey
could not afford to stay. If workers here could be assured
of a pension, or have an adequate salary from which 1o set
aside something for old age, the immense value of steady,
friendly relations would he sceured.  Few cily-trained
social workers can qualify Tor mouniain work, heeause of
our different approach. Nothing can over be so significant
for the mountuin people as constant, quict coniact with
friends and teschers—Iliving nmong tham—who have wider
expericnee, and who nre modilying day after day, in un-
noticed ways, the tdeas and standards of the mountains,
Karaarine Pwrerer,

A Life of Achievement
Rev. Tdgar Tuflts, of Banners Lik, North Carelina, dicd
December 6, 1922, frowm an illness whose beginnings are
{racenble fo exposure 1o cold and contlagion while minister-
ing 1o the people to whom lor noquarter of a century he
devotad his life as pastor, teacher, friend and eonnsellor.

He was horn in Ueorgin in 1870, graduated From Wash-
ington and Lee University in 1804, and Union Theological
Seminary, V., in 1897, and entered upon his 1ife work at
Bamners Kk in 1888, Iis friends, knowing that he sonld
choose from several more atiracetive ealls, asked why he had
seleeted Banners Wik, snying that it way considered one of
the worst places in North Carolina. 1lis reply was prompt
and characteristic: ““That is the reason I am going there,”’
When he began his work thefe was no chureh building ov
schoolhouse, As he lived among his people and visited
their homes he guickly realized the need of better eduea-
tional opportunities for the children, and there pradually
developed in hig mind the eonception of a hoarding school
where young men and women should have training in the
practical things of life, and not in books alone,  The subse-

e g e
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tuent aecontplishment of the vision he held is summed up
in these words, laken from a tribute 1o his life and work
published in the sehool magazine, L'he Pinnacle, Lor Mareh,
1923

“The first cash eontribution towards {he butlding of the
school was one silver dollar, and from this humble begin-
ning these results followed :

A small dormitory for one teacher and a fow girls was
opened in 1900. The selieol was then called the Elizabeth
MeRae Institute, in honor of Mrs. Ii. A, MceRae. Soon
alier this it was changed to the Lees-MeRae Institute in
honor of Mrs, 8, 1’. Tiecs.

““In 1905 the Boy’s Department was opened at Plum
Tree, under the same name and management. This rela-
tion continued until 1921, when the two schools were sep-
arated. The Girls” Department retained the name, Lees-
MceRae Institute, and the Boys’ Department, taking the
name of ‘Plum Tree Sehool {or Boys.’

fIn 1909, the Uoespital Department was opened on ihe
westh ond of the eampus. For thirteen years this has been
a blessing 1o the sehool and to the people Tor many miles
around,

“1n 12, the first of the rock buildings—ihe Chureh—
was starled, . ‘

“In 1914, ithe Orphans’ Iome Departinent. was opened
on a beantiful farm belonging to the school,  In this 1here
are now fifly-one ebildren, Tn addition to the two dor-
mitorics—one for girls and one for the hoys—ithe Home
has built a sehool house, a complete laundry with eleetrical
machinery, a work shop for cabinet making and for frain-
ing the hoys in the use of tools, and last, it has just com-
pleted a baby eottage which will make a home for fifteen
tiny babies, In the same year the Iligh School was opened.

“More than one theusand girls have been taught within
the walls of this sehool.  And now many of their children
are being instructed in the rooms where their mothers were
funght,
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“In 1919, the second permanent building—*The Reck
Ilvuse by the Side of the Road’-—was built.

“On June 6, 1921, ground was hroken for the first per-
manent roak huilding—ile North Carolina building lfor the
school.

“In June, 1922, 4he last and highest peak of the work
was resched-—ihe fomnding of Woodrow Wilson Ulolege.

“In Ahe simmer of 1922, the old wooden hospital was
torn down and worle was started on a permanent fire-proof
Lriek building.

“The old aeademy building is almost torn down, On
this site dirt has already heen broken for the Tennessee
building--1he second of the Woodrow Wilson College
buildings.

“Surely with such a history and wilh sueh equipment,
the futnre of this instifution, guided by the Spirit of God,
is only in ifs infaney.”’

The reoms of the Association in the Washingion office
are closed for the summer, but the work of aiding the
matntain weavers and other phases of the cabin and five-
sidde industiries, will be eontinued through the many tea
houses and gilt shops which have made appliention Tor
spreads, baskets, hand-awoven towels and trugs, feathor Tang,
llomespun dress goods and other articles that come Trom
the mountain workers to the Mxehange maintained by the
Associntion, Throngh these agencies the heauty as well as
tha intrinsie value of the varied artieles of mountain erafts-
manship are brought to the attention of the publie at large,
and the many sales made prove how great is {he appreecia-
tion of these survivals of Colonial days.
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REPORTS FROM SCHOOLS
Wooton Settlement House

Wooron, Ky.
Lo the Bourd of T'rustees of the
Soulhern Industriol Educallonal Assn.,
Washinglon, £, C.

During the month of February we have had two of e
ftides” of which 1 wrote previously. One ol them was so
severe 1hat it washed away our only real bridge, not to
mention several foot-logs, so that travel has had to be con-
fined to the places where one could get instead of 1o where
one wanted 1o go. This same eanse has intorfeved with the
mail, and while most of the letters have finally arrived, the
parcels of needed materials are still over at Hazard, and
there is some uncertainty as to when {hey will arrive.
During this period the mountain women have been most
kind, many of them coming to me when they felt it would
he hard for me to get to them.

The dyed yarn for the linsey was {aken {o the weaver,
more than four miles away, the road being in Wooton
Creek most of the way, but she Tailed to wnderstand why
1 wanfed that” partieular yar woven, and suggested that,
t buy some that ahe had woven For herself,  As soon as T
can et there, T will go out and see that she uses {he ma-
tevinl T send her,  As she ennnot read, it is useloss 1o semd
o letier, .

I have heen asked te lead a disenssion on the value of
fireside industries at the Conference of Mountain Workers
at Knoxville, T'enn,, in April.

Respectfuly yours,

Mary IT. Larar,
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B AMemoriany
A Brother’s Tribute

Thomns Nelson Pagr: A Memoir of o Virginia Gentle-
man, ig the title chosen by Dr. Page’s brother, Rosewcll
Tage, to commemorate the life of one who was not only
gentleman, seholar and diplomat, but a man of singular
modesty, sincerity and graciousness of character, This is
in 1o sense a pretentious biography, but a tribute charac-
{erized by simplicity and charm o one who in the midst of
a husy and varied carcer maintained the dignity and glory
of the old-Tashioned virtues,~Iloyal to his eountry, his fel-
Iowman, his community and his church. [n these days,
when foo often a so-called successful man is estimated by
the amount of money acenmulated, the social position he
has elimbed to, or {he number of organizations whose list
of officers his name adorns, one reads with a ‘sense of satis-
faetion and contentiment this affectionate portrayal of ‘an
American writer and gentleman.

{New York: Charles Seribner’s Sons,  $1.50.)

Anocther School on Our List

Afier careful investigation the Association has added
the Boone Fork Tnstifute to the list of sehools with which
it is enoperafing. This sehool is Yoented at Shulls Mills,
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Watangn . County, North Carelina, 3,700 feet above scy
level, in {he very heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains. It
is o Boone Work, a historie little siream named after the
tamous woeodsman, Daniel Boone, and while it is still in
the pioneer stage it gives promise of becoming, under the
enthusiastic and able diveetion of Rev. and Mrs, C. (. Me-
Karaher, one of the hest mountain schools,

Adoa veeent meeting, the truslees of the Southern In-
dustrial Iducational  Assoeiation voled {o  contribute
towards {he salary of a teacher of ecarpentry and indus-
trial training for the coming year,

Report of Practice Home, Hindman Settlement School

The work of the Practice IHome family has gone on about
as usual sinee the Inst report was sent in. The hounsework
has heen divided ammong the six girls, three of them having
eharge of the cleaning of the house and keeping it in order,
while the other three did the planning, cooking, and serv-
ing of meals, washing dishes, cte, the girls alternating
from week to week, so that eaeh gihl has had {raining in
all the different hranches of the work.

Karly in January the ““Pine Tree Tea Room?™ started on
ils seeond year of serving afternoon tea at Practice ITome
to the teachers and workers of the Settlement and to the
people of the town. Ivery Thursday afternoon the girls
have kept open house from three until five, serving a simple
menu, such as salads, rolls, tea and coffee, and cake or pie,
all at a nominal charge of about forty cents per person.
Under the supervision of the house mother, the girls have
planned the menus each week, preparved the food, arranged
and deeorated the tables, and kept account of the finances.
These teas have given the girls a very valuable training
which they will e able to nse lIafer on in 1heir own homes;
they have also met a Tong-felt need ameng 1he workers in
the Settlement, who Tave so Tew opportunities for coming
1ogeilier in a social way., The average attendanee has heen
Trom {wenty-five to thirty eaeh weel. Finaneially, too, the

121
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{ess have been o success; 1he givls have alveady bought
their uniforms from the proceeds, and they are now plan-
ning to buy new Vietrola records for the house with what
money they may have on hand at the end of the year. In
nedddition 1o the serving of lea cach week, the givls have
also taken outside orders for eakes, pies, nnd dongheuis,

In conneetion with their work in sewing, each girl has
made hersell o new gingham dress and one or two coolting
aprong,  They have also remodelled their last simmer’s
wardrobes, so that eneh of the six will have at least three
dresses rendy Tor wenr when the warm weathor comes, Two
of the pivls who will complete the eourse this year have
hegan to make preparations for graduation in May.

The girls have all heen mueh interested in {theiv work,
ptelicularly in the serving of the afternoon teas; they have
worked well {ogether, and all have shown a marked im-
provement. since the beginning of the year,

Mrg. 1. WiLson,
House Mother.

Weaving at Pine Mountain School

The gocond yvenr of weaving ol Pine Monniain has just
come to o close, wilh a elngs of six in the school, and two
neighboring givls weaving,  Oul in the country many
women are rejoieing in the money that has eome to them
Uy spinning wool.  One old lady rides in from ten miles
away, at her home at the lead ol Big Lavrel, hringing her
hanks,  Anolher, recently lefl a widow, found for many
weels her support in the wmoney she earned by spinning
wool. You know from our account of the weaving depart-
ment in {he Pebroary Notes, about Phronie, the young
mother who bought herself a sct of false teeth with her
wool money. T wish yvon could see the forlorn little home
where sonte of onr preifiest wool is spun by a mother with
a hig brood of ehildren,

One of our neighbors has bought two new rams, and is
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going to try to improve his stoelk so his wool will be solfer.
This ig the beginning of a much-needed movement through
the couniry, where the sheep ave taken very much as a
matter of couvse and not as a souree of a crop which must
he kept up and improved constanily.

All this work out through the eountry really demands
a speeial worker, {o keep (he lonely homes in touch with
the sehool industry. We hope some time soon to have a
volunteer 10 do thig much-needed work.

Miss Sabrina Ritehie, a graduate of {he Ilindman
School, has hoen our weaving {eacher this year, and has
brought. mueh 1o pass with her elass of six——two hoys and
four girls. L wish you could all visit this sechool, and just
watceh all that goes on.  All the washing of wool goes on in
the school laundry, which must he specially “horrowed?’
when other washing is out of the way. Try and fit all {his
in with a school, work and play scheduled for ninety ehil-
dren, and you meet diffienltics! The wool is dried on the
big roeks near the houses, if there isn’t enough clothes-
Tine available.  All this takes hours, and is heavy work for
young childven. "hen the dyeing takes more time, Thisg
i3 the most tedions part of the process, demanding elose
attentton for hours, working eut ancient recipes that are
none too clear in their divections, amd back-hreaking hours
ol stiveing {he dye-pot, a great ivon kettle swung {ripod-
wise out o doors. You ean understand, too, that the eol-
lIeating of the bark and rools Tor the dyes in the woods
takes el time. The preparation of the wool is the prin-
eipal park ol weaving, veally, at ’ine Mountain; when it
comes {o selling up a piecee in the loom and weaving, ihe
work goes fast.

You have had our monthly reports, and know of the
many blankets our looms have turned off. We are very
prond at the end of our second year to have begun pat-
tern weaving.  Our first coverlet, *‘Pine Bloom,”” made by
the first girl who ever came to the T'ine Mountain Su!mof,
Beeley May ITuff, hangs from the baleony of our hig dining
100N,
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Subseriplions are:
$1.00 a year for a Member,
$5.00 for a Sustaining Member.
$25.00 for a Patron.

$100.00 will place a ehild for cight months in one of the
better-cquipped, remote settlement schools.

$50.00 will place a child for eipht months in one of the
gmaller schools where industrial training is given.

$10.00 will give industrial training for ecight months to a
day pupil who does not live in the school.

.‘F(i{)().f)(_] will pay thesalary of an industrial teacher or nurse.
Official receipt and the QuartrrLy Macazing will Le sent
to all subsecribers.

SUBSCRIPTION BLANK
Southern Judustrial Edurational Assoriation

WARHINGTON, b. C,

Enclosed please find. ..., Dollars

Make checks payable to Joshua Evans, Jr., Treasurer,
and send to the Corresponding Secretary.
Mgrs. A. S. SToNE,
1228 Connecticut Ave.,
Washington, D. C






