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V.P.I. 
Azaleas will add spring beauty and distinction to your landscape. Many 

hardy evergreen and deciduous varieties are available. Bring new charm and 
interest to your home grounds by planting some azalea shrubs. 
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Azalea Types and Varieties BLACKSBURG 
Two rather dis tine t types of azaleas are available. The evergreen varie- -'1 VIRGINI1 

ties hold their leaves all winter and thus have year round landscape appeal. 
The deciduous types shed their leaves in the fall. This is not a clear-cut 
distinction however, because all types have a tendency to hold their leaves 
when grown under mild climatic conditions, and to shed them in colder northern 
states. 

The Gable, Kaempheri, and Dutch hybrids are hardy evergreen azaleas which 
are well adapted to all sections of Virginia. The color range includes white, 
pink, and purple. 

The Kurume azaleas are evergreen types which are hardy in most parts of 
Virginia. The plants are dense and twiggy with small leaves. The flowers 
may be double or single, and are usually pink or bright scarlet. This type 
is commonly used as greenhouse pot plants. 

The Exbury hybrids are becoming the most widely planted deciduous azaleas. 
You will find them sold as Exbury and KnapHill. These were developed by crossing 
the Mallis and Ghent types, and are superior to either of the parents. The 
Exbury varieties have large flowers with vivid colors, and some are fragrant. 
The colors include white, yellow, orange, pink, and red. 

Planting Azaleas 

Azaleas may be used in many places in the landscape. They are ideal in 
shady locations where other shrubs will not grow. They also grow well in the 
sun as long as you provide plenty of water. 

Container grown azaleas may be planted anytime except during cold winter 
weather. Balled and burlapped plants grow best if planted about 4 weeks before 
the average date of the last spring frost, or 2 to 4 weeks after the average 
first fall frost. 

The soil for azaleas must be acid with a pH of 5.0 to 5.5 . Your Extension 
Agent will arrange to test the soil for you. If it is pH 6.0 or higher, apply 
two pounds of aluminum sulfate or one pound of sulfur per 100 square feet. Mix 
this with the top several inches of soil and water thoroughly. After 3 or 4 
months test the soil again to see if further treatment is needed. 

Select healthy azalea plants 12 to 15 inches tall, with a firm moist ball 
of soil wrapped in burlap. You may save money oy using smaller plants, but 
they will need extra protection until they become established, and may be 
damaged by cold the first winter. 

Use plenty of peat moss mixed with your soil when planting azaleas. They 
love it. You can hardly use too much. Set firmly at the same height as they 
grew in the nursery. Remove the burlap from the top of the soil ball, but 
leave it on the sides and bottom. Fill the hole with a mixture of equal parts 
of soil and peat moss. Pack firmly. Cover the top of the ball with not more 
than one inch of the soil-peat mixture. Remove the can from container grown 
azaleas, and plant as suggested of B & B specimens. 
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Water your azaleas carefully after planting and apply a two inch mulch 
of fresh shredded bark or wood chips, peat moss, or fresh sawdust. Water fre-
quently during the first year or two until the root system becomes well estab-
lished. Always supply extra water during dry periods and in the fall before 
the ground freezes. 

Pruning Azaleas 
Azaleas grow rather slowly and need only moderate pruning to maintain good 

vigor and flower production. Dead, broken, diseased, or insect damaged branches 
should be removed in late winter before growth starts. 

As soon as the blooming season is over, azalea bushes may be thinned out 
if they are becoming too thick. The branches should be headed back somewhat to 
maintain an acceptable size and form. 

Fertilizing Azaleas 
Azaleas which have dark green leaves, which are growing on a fertile soil, 

will need no additional fertilizer to maintain satisfactory growth if the pH is 
maintained at 5.0 to 5.5. If the leaves are light green, and the twigs are 
short, thin, and lacking in vigor, an application of fertilizer should be 
helpful. 

Azaleas may be fertilized in the fall 2 to 4 weeks after the average date 
of the first frost in your area, or in the spring about 4 weeks before the 
average date of the last frost. 

Apply an azalea or camellia fertilizer at the rate of about one cupful per 
plant. If such fertilizer is difficult to secure, apply 5-10-5 garden fertilizer 
at the same rate. Broadcast evenly around the .plant and water thoroughly. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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