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Suitable containers for hanging baskets include the popular openwork wire 

basket, plastic lattice~type baskets, clay and ceramic pots, and wooden tubs. 

Containers may be fashioned at home if you qesire. The containers are suspended 

on a wire or chain. A variety of types and styles of containers for hanging baskets 

can be found in most nursery and garden catalogs. Whatever container is chosen, 

the basic preparation for planting is the same and is quite simple. 

The baskets or containers are lined with coarse sphagnum or sheets of wood 

moss. The sphagnum should be thoroughly soaked in water and then pressed firmly 

to remove the excess water. This lining of moss will serve to retain the soil 

mixture and provide for good drainage of surplus water. 

The basket is then filled to about one inch of the top with a . soil mixture 

consisting of equal parts garden loam soil, clean sharp sand, and peat m~ss or 

leaf-mold. If you desire to have plants growing out of the side of the basket as 

well as drooping down from the top, these plants should be placed when the basket 

is about half filled with soil. 

Care must be taken in the selection · of the materials to be planted in the 

container. The location where the basket will hang must be considered. There are 

plants to suit every location. For the shady area, fuchsias and the trailing 

types of tuberous begonias with their cascades of exciting and beautiful flowers 

are ideal. Such plants as Vinca major, petunias, portulaca,and lantana are ideal 

for sunny locations. 

The number of plants used will be determined by the size of the container and 

the ultimate size the plants will attain. In large baskets, five plants can 

generally be accommodated; place one plant at each "corner" and one in the center. 

For a small basket, three plants in a triangular planting is usually satisfactory. 

What might seem to be a sparse planting in th~ beginning will in a short time, 

with proper care, fill the basket to overflowing. After planting, water thoroughly. 
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Hanging baskets require faithful care. The soil and moss liner should never 

be allowed to dry out. Local conditions will determine the frequency for watering. 

Apply water liberally. The moss provides adequate drainage and prevents the soil 

from becoming over-saturated. This does tend to leach the nutrients from the 

soil. A regular program of fertilization with a water soluble or liquid ferti-

lizer applied every two weeks is suggested. 

Some of the best plants for hanging baskets include: achimenes, begonias, 

browillia, fancy-leaf caladium, campanula (bellflower), fuchsia, fern species, 

hedra helix (English ivy), Hoya carnosa (wax-plant), lantana, oxalis, pelargonium 

(ivy-leaf geranium), petunia, portulaca, saxifrage sarmentosa (strawberry geranium), 

sedum sieboldii, tradescantia (inch-plant), and vinca major (periwinkle). Various 

combinations of some of the above materials in terms of foliage contrast, color of 

bloom, and growth habit can provide interest and variety in the plant composition of 

the hanging basket. 
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