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Foli~ge for arrangements during the winter months may be preserved by using 
glycerin. The leaves .of many plants may be t~eated in this manner, and are then 
suitable for making interesting arrangements when flowers are not available from 
the garden. 

' The procedure is simple. All you need to do is stand the stems or leaves in 
a mixture of one part glycerin and two parts of warm water. Leaves preserved with 
glycerin acquire some of the properties of supple leather, with a pleasing gra-
dation of brown tones. 

Early summer is a good time to get started on this project. The leaves will 
be in an active stage of growth and will absorb the glycerin rapidly. This 
usually takes about two or three weeks, but may take a month or longer with 
some species. 

Many kinds of leaves may be preserved by the glycerin process. Broadleaf 
evergreens such as laurel, magnolia, and rhododendron respond well to this 
treatment. Cedar sprigs about 6 inches long become like leather, and their 
cones usually adhere quite well. Trees such as beech, birch, peach, pear, 
plum and poplar are satisfactory. Of the shrubs try barberry, forsythia, 
blueberry, privet, and rose. The leaves of many perennial herbaceous 
plants may be used such as aspidistra, canna, coral bells, geraniums, iris, 
ivy and lily-of-the-valley. 

Select only perfect specimens and wash the foliage with wa t er or wipe 
with a damp, soft cloth to remove dirt or spray residue. If the material has 
woody stems, cut off the lower inch with a sloping cut be f ore starting the 
treatment. The best results will be secured with stems not longer than 12 
inches. Stand the stems or leaves upright in a jar of the glycerin solution 
deep enough to cover the basal 4 or 5 inches of the stem. Place the con-
tainers and leaves in a warm room with subdued light. 

The leaves will change color as the solution is absorbed. Allow the stems 
to remain in the solution until the color is the same all the way to the edge 
of the leaf. This indicates that the absorpt i on is complete. The glycerin 
solution may be reused several times. 

Good air circulation and warm weather will speed up the absorption. Wipe 
the leaves occasionally with a cloth dampened with the solution. This will 
help prevent drying before the glycerin reaches the edge of the leaves. 

The leaves may become wilted if left in the solution too long. If this 
occurs, wipe them off and hang upside down to dry. Leaves which become dry 
and brittle, because of poor absorption of the glycerin, should be discarded. 

The effect of the glycerin treatment ~n the color of the dried foliage de-
pends on the kind of plant, and its relative maturity. Barberry gathered in 
the spring will turn red, whereas in late summer and fall it turns brown. 
Beech, crabapple, plum and forsythia retain their natural color if treated 
early in the season. With some leaves such as flowering plum, a few drops 
of red food coloring added to the solution will give a glossy red color. 



- 2 -
... ~ ; 

· _ _ , ·':: ,The ., l,~~~~s .· :b'f}_$·m~Jl:· herbaceous plant material such as ivy and lily-of-the-
'V:ai_tey,, m~y be'' subtnerged'·:compl .. ~tely in a half and half glycerin-water solution. 

Leaves preserved by glycarin will keep indefini tely and should be stored 
in boxes to protect them ~rem damage and dirt. Before storage, wipe th~ 
leaves carefully with a soft cloth or paper towels to remove excess moisture. 
If leaves curl, press them flat between · iayers of pape.r towels. Check the boxes 
frequently during the first few weeks; to be sure there is no leakage from the 
leaves which might cause mold. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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