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SOME GENERAL GARDENING TIPS TO REMEMBER 

1. Start early. 

2. Select a good site. Consider 
nearness to home, sunlight, 
soils, drainage, water supply. 

3. Draw up a detailed plan. 

4. Have your soil tested for 
pH and fertility levels 
every three years. 

5. Prepare the soil by mixing 
in green manure crops in the 
early spring. Liberal amounts 
of leaves and manures should 
be incorporated the preceding 
fall. 

6. Lime and fertilize at recom-
mended ·rates. Sidedress dur-
ing the growing season accord-
ing to plant growth. 

7. Use viable seed and recommend-
ed varieties. Plant cool and 
warm season crops at appropri-
ate times. 

8. Plant rows across the slope in 
hillside gardens. 

9. Allow proper spacing between 
plants and between rows of plants. 
Thin out overcrowded seedlings. 
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10. Keep tomato and potato plants 
50 to 80 feet from black walnut 
trees to avoid harmful toxins. 

11. Cultivate to remove young weeds. 
Use a sharp hoe in a shaving, 
not chopping stroke. Cultivate 
no deeper than 1/4 to 1/2 inch. 
Weeds rob vegetables of mois-
ture and plant food. 

12. Keep tools clean and sharp. 

13. Vegetables need 1 to 2 inches 
of water each week depending on 
soil types. Irrigate when 
rainfall is not adequate. Single, 
deep watering is better than 
frequent, shallow sprinkling. 
Water in the mornings or several 
hours before sunset to lessen 
chances of disease buildup. 

14. Be observant in the garden. 
Identifying and treating insect 
and disease problems early will 
prevent crop losses. 

15. Use crop rotation. Related vege-
tables should not be planted in 
the same location more of ten than 
once in three years. 

16. Learn about succession planting, 
intercropping, and other intensive 
methods in order to increase your 
harvests. 
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