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“There’s no one new around you.”

This is something that Tinder (the 
online dating app) tells me every day. 
A straightforward, constant reminder 
of how few gay men there are around 
me. Even if I expand the mileage radius, 
even if I say I’m down with dating an 
80-year-old, the message is the same: 
“There’s no one new around you.”

I’ve been staring at these words since 
I moved to Blacksburg over two years 
ago. After some time, they began to shift 
around and create new meaning: There’s 
no one new around you. There’s no one 
around you. There’s no one. There’s you.

There’s you. You are here. You exist in 
this heteronormative realm of Virginia 
Tech. But how? How do you exist? 
How do you date on campus (pg. 29)? 
How do you find safe spaces (pg. 24)?

These are questions I asked 
myself this semester when a friend of mine, some-
one “liberal -minded and accepting,” used the word 
faggot to degrade someone else. In that moment, I felt completely alone. 

Suddenly, it was “there’s you, the faggot, different and less than everyone else.”

There’s no one around you.

There’s you.

In many ways, the fourth issue of The Interloper is about figuring out how to exist as 
LGBTQ at Virginia Tech specifically, but it’s also a celebration of all the things we love, 
like Steven Universe (pg. 27), queer-themed music (pg. 14), and LGBTQ icons (pg. 35).

What has always been the goal of The Interloper, and what continues to be, is to create 
a physical representation of queer life at Virginia Tech — a keepsake of community.

There’s comfort in knowing that others are around you. I hope this 
issue is a reminder that there’s not just you — there’s all of us.

Letter from the Editor

xoxo,
Matty

Photo by Alejandro Smith
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3Poetry

When I said I wanted you
by Lisa Summe

what I meant was your favorite summer beers
even in winter, backseat of whatever, meant love
poems ripe as avocados, smooth as our throats.
What I meant was running out of envelopes and stamps,
meant my arm aches with love for the space
behind your knees, meant we are beauty -queen -complected,
wild as the thrill of a foreign country, and as lush.
When I said I wanted you, I meant campfire of us
all summer long, stupid with the scent of smoke
and the wildflowers we roll in, rush of your words
like the first time it ever rained.

3
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oSTEM (Out in Science, Technology, 
Engineering and 

Mathematics) is a student-run, professional orga-
nization with chapters all over the United States. 
According to its GobblerConnect site, the mission 
is “To serve and affirm LGBTQA individuals in 
the STEM fields and their allies and to bridge 
the gap between school and the workplace.”

oSTEM’s president, Jordan Wetzig, is a first -year 
biological systems engineering graduate student. 
She first served a general body member and 
then as the vice president during Spring 2015.

As president, Wetzig organizes the twice 
monthly meetings. These meetings can con-
sist of workshops, career panels and the 
occasional visit by a guest speaker.

“Most of our events are geared toward profes-
sional development,” Wetzig said. “Just this past 
meeting, we had an interview workshop. We try 
to have a career panel each semester. Two LGBT 
representatives from G.E. came and talked to us.”

Though anyone can join oSTEM, most of its 
members represent the STEM fields of study. 
There are members in other majors, however.

“Most of our people come from engineer-
ing, but we have some people who scat-
ter in psychology and math,” Wetzig said. 
“It really is truly open to anyone.”

The group occasionally organizes trips to 
events that pertain to its mission and values. 
For example, oSTEM will attend its national 
organization’s conference at Carnegie Mellon 
University in Pittsburgh on Nov. 13.

“We, as an organization, attend the confer-
ence every year,” Wetzig said. “Last year, it was 
in Atlanta at Georgia Tech. At the conferences, 
there are usually half  hour workshops throughout 
the day interspersed with panels of speakers.”

oSTEM was founded nationally in 2005; 
Virginia Tech’s chapter was founded in spring 
of 2012. Wetzig said currently there are 27 
undergraduate and five graduate student 
members, with a large influx of freshmen. 

“It was really great to see all of these 
new faces interested in the organiza-
tion and participating,” Wetzig said.

For more information about Virginia Tech’s chap-
ter of oSTEM, visit its site on GobblerConnect: 
gobblerconnect.vt.edu/organization/ostem_vt.

Campus News

Campus spotlight: oSTEM
by Caleb govoruhk 

https://gobblerconnect.vt.edu/organization/ostem_vt
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The Virginia Tech Women’s Center was founded 
in 1994 to serve the university with the mission 

“To promote a Virginia Tech community that is safe, 
equitable and supportive for women and celebrates 
their experiences, achievements and diversity.”

The center offers a variety of services includ-
ing individual counseling and advocacy, edu-
cational programming, awareness of issues 
surrounding violence against women and stu-
dent engagement through volunteerism. 

“We work collaboratively with many areas and 
departments across campus to do education and out-
reach around issues that are important to our constit-
uency groups, in particular those issues that impact 
folks at the intersections of multiple identities,” said 
Co -director for Programming Anna LoMascolo.

The Women’s Center serves as a campus resource 
for students, faculty, and staff of all gender identities 
who have been impacted by interpersonal violence.

“Our staff offers one -on- one counseling to folks 
and also provides advocacy services, includ-
ing accompaniment to law enforcement, court or 
student conduct proceedings, as well as support 
through the Title IX investigation process, if that 
is needed,” LoMascolo said. “Our staff is commit-
ted to providing victim -centered, trauma- informed 
services to ensure that our center’s clients feel 
as supported and as in- control as possible.”

Additionally, the Women’s Center offers 
an array of programs and outreach initia-
tives, such as their Women’s Leadership and 
Mentoring Program and the AWARE student 
team that mentors middle school girls.

All of the services and programs provided 
by the Women’s Center are open to every-
one at Virginia Tech, including men.

“We have a lot of men who participate in our 
programs, receive our services and volunteer 
for the center’s various committees and teams,” 
LoMascolo said. “It is such a welcome experience 
for us, as staff, to work alongside men who under-
stand and embrace the importance of alliance-
building and who are committed to gender equity.”

There are a variety of ways students can 
become involved with the center.

“We love the amazing student energy at the 
Women’s Center,” LoMascolo said. “The num-
ber of students and available opportunities vary 
from year to year depending on what is hap-
pening programmatically, but we do our best to 
provide hands -on experiences for students who 
are interested in women’s and gender issues.”

The Virginia Tech Women’s Center is open Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is located at 
206 Washington Street, Blacksburg, Virginia 24061. 
Their telephone number is (540) 231- 7806. 

Fall 2015

Campus spotlight: Women’s Center
by Caleb govoruhk 

Photo courtesy of Women’s Center



6 Sex & Health

Behind  
Closed  
Doors

The Sexualization of the LGBTQ 
community in Japanese Media
by Miya Oshiro

Historically, Japan has valued conformity and 
does not react well to anything that could be 

considered “out of the norm” or too individualized 
from the rest of homogenous society. Therefore, 
the relationship between the LGBTQ community 
and the rest of the nation is complicated, to say the 
least. Being a conservative country, Japan has tended 
to avoid controversial topics. Interestingly, how-
ever, LGBTQ issues and people have been openly 
depicted throughout their history and currently 
within media. The genre in which queer people are 
currently represented in media, though, plays off 
negative stereotypes and has done nothing but insult 
and degrade the Japanese LGBTQ community.

Before talking about modern LGBTQ representa-
tion in the media, we need to touch on the history 
of gay representation in Japan. In pre‐modern Japan, 
Samurai, or Bushi, warrior noblemen of the daimyos 
(great lords) were, surprise, openly gay (as we know 
it today). Same‐sex sexual acts and relationships 
(and maybe even identity) even pops up in some 
Shunga, also known as erotic woodblock paintings. 
In the Edo Period (1603–1867), Samurai made up 
the highest‐ranking social caste, the military class. 

Even a few of the most important military leaders, 
like Oda Nobunaga — who initiated the unification 
of Japan — were known to have relationships with 
men. So, if homophobia is not rooted in Japanese 
history, what happened? There is no straightfor-
ward answer, but some say that Western influence 
led Japan to deem homosexuality as abnormal, 
prompting them to ignore its existence entirely. 
Still, though gay people were invisible for quite 
some time, they have slowly began making appear-
ances in public media, even in television shows.

Presently, in comedic Japanese media such as game 
shows, gay people are represented and quite popular. 
Stereotypically gay men within these shows are 
labeled as Onee. Despite being a woman’s title, Onee 
is a term that only applies to gay men. The term Onee 
refers to feminine, gay Japanese men who are not 
transgender and are considered sexually aggressive. 
Although people refer to entertainers as Onee, it is 
offensive to address a friend or acquaintance this way 
because the term creates the assumption that the per-
son being discussed is only ever thinking about sex. 
Furthermore, Japan has had a history of misogyny, 
which has made it difficult for women to come out 

Illustration by Grace Yi
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publically, so lesbians are not usually represented 
in media other than anime and manga. Anime and 
manga are influenced by traditional Japanese art 
and, because of their non‐political relationship with 
Japanese society, can be seen as a more transpar-
ent representation of Japanese culture and history. 
Influence from the Shunga has also helped main-
tain representation of LGBTQ people in the media, 
but because of the nature of the paintings, depic-
tions are mostly subjected to the genre of erotica.

Examples of LGBTQ representation in Japanese 
media are split into many different categories. Yaoi, 
also known as Boy’s Love, focuses on the romantic 
and sexual relationships between men. In contrast, 
Yuri is known as Girl’s Love and generally follows the 
same dynamic. Bara is also based on relationships 
between men but is considered to be more realistic 
and requires the characters to have stereotypically 
manly physical features while Yaoi characters tend 
to have more feminine builds. The couple dynamic 
for all these relationships usually includes a seme 
(dominant) characters and an uke (submissive) 
character and will follow their relationship starting 
from their first interaction. Stories usually feature the 
timid uke character being approached by the aggres-
sive seme partner, leading to an unsettling amount 
of story lines that begin the characters’ relationships 
with non‐consensual sexual interaction. These sexu-
ally aggressive scenes recur until the uke character 
falls in love with their attacker, and while this may 
seem to be a moral flaw of the writer, these stories are 
written to please their audience. This skewed sexual 
representation especially applies to the Yuri genre. 

With most lesbian representation being in erotic 
manga and anime, it becomes easy to understand 
the difficulty for women to come out. The dominant 
image of a lesbian relationship is simply reduced to 
sexual intercourse with minimal storyline, creating 
a closed‐minded idea of female homosexuality.

Japanese culture tends to reject anything that is con-
sidered “abnormal” or individualized, so it’s no sur-
prise that its closest and longest relationship with the 
LGBTQ community has been behind closed doors 
in the sexual media. After Japan began ignoring 
the existence of homosexuality, the representation 
of the LGBTQ community was reduced to Shunga, 
which later evolved into manga and anime. Recently, 
Japan has started being more accepting and honest 
about its LGBTQ community, but whether or not the 
country is trying hard enough is debatable. In Tokyo’s 
Shibuya Ward there is a push for LGBTQ education 
campaigns and the creation of certificates for same‐
sex couples, but they are not legally binding. There 
is also a group of lawmakers that is going to analyze 
LGBTQ rights and discrimination in Japan before the 
2020 Olympics, but it’s unclear whether or not the 
formation of this group is due to the global attention 
associated with the upcoming Olympics, making 
this change fueled by a political agenda, or if it’s a 
true consideration of LGBTQ rights. Despite Japan’s 
attempts at acceptance, its media still promotes 
images of LGBTQ people in an aggressively hyper-
sexual stereotype, and until that is eliminated there 
will always be a level of taboo laced around the issue, 
and people will continue to avoid talking about it. 

Bushi – warrior noblemen of the great lords of 
japan; samurai

Bara – A genre of erotica that involves stereo-
typically masculine men (abundance of hair, 
muscles and height) in romantic and sexual 
storylines. Is considered to be a more accurate 
representation of real life gay relationships. 

Onee – A feminine, hypersexual, gay man that 
is not transgender. Usually refers to a celebrity 
on television. Otherwise seen as offensive. 

Seme – Used in Anime and Manga. Refers to 
the dominant partner in a same-sex relation-
ship; Aggressor 

Shunga – A style of Japanese erotic art form 
that originated in the Heian period (794-1192 
AD)

Uke – Used in Anime and Manga. Refers to the 
submissive partner in a same-sex relationship

Yaoi – A genre of erotica that involves feminine 
men in romantic and sexual storylines. Couple 
dynamics usually consist of a timid, smaller, 
and more feminine man with an aggressive, 
taller and more masculine man.

Yuri – A genre of erotica that involves females 
in romantic and sexual storylines. There is no 
significant physical differences in the partners.

Glossary  

7
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SO MUCH LEFT  
TO DO

Same -sex marriage is here!  
So what’s next? (And who cares?)

by Maggie Nanney

“Outlaw to outcast may be a step 
forward, but it does not achieve 

the full promise of liberty.”
 Justice Kennedy, Obergefell v. Hodges

June 26, 2015 will go down in the history books as a day of 
grand strides for equality, justice, and love: the day that the 

United States Supreme Court ruled in favor for national rec-
ognition of same -sex marriages. And if your Facebook and 
Twitter feeds were anything like mine, the world became 
a little bit (okay, maybe a lot bit) more gay, complete with 
rainbows and numerous wedding announcements. June 

26 is the day that the gay community became equal.

Wrong. >>
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June 26 was a remarkable day in history. 
Don’t get me wrong. I’m happy that many 
of my friends and family can now obtain 
the 1,138 federally recognized benefits that 
are associated with marriage, plus they can 
now be together in an officially recognized 
union of love (the whole point of marriage, 
right?). But what I had a problem with 
was the fact that so many people, queer 
and straight (and everything in between 
and outside), thought that the fight for 
sexual equality was done. Finished. 

Rather, the same -sex ruling, while amaz-
ing for those who want that, does not 
come close to the many other rights that 
are continually infringed upon amongst 
the LGBTQ+ community, even after the 
ruling. The same -sex ruling, while a right 
that all same -sex couples deserve, actively 
excludes other people within the LGBTQ+ 
communities (think: a polyamorous 
couple can’t get married still, but isn’t their 
relationship just as legitimate as a gay 
couple?), thus denying them certain rights 
that should be afforded to every human 
being regardless of their marital status. 

 

Papi, Lamia, Ty, Yazmin, 
Taja, Penny, Bri, Kristina, 

Sumaya, Keyshia, 
Vanessa, Maya, 

London, Mercedes, 
Jasmine, Ashton, India, 

K.C., Amber, Shade, 
Kandis, Elisha, Tamara.

These are names 
you should know. 

These are the names of the 24 trans women 
that have been murdered in 2015. In 2012, 
there were approximately 2,000 reported 
hate crimes committed against LGBTQ 
individuals. And even worse, 87 percent of 
those victims were people of color. Trans 
women, especially trans women of color, 
are a targeted demographic. One in 12 
trans women are targets of hate crimes   — 
one in eight for trans women of color.  Of 
all hate crimes, trans women make up 50 
percent of the survivors and victims. And 
yet, the media is silent about these women.

In addition to physical threats and vio-
lence, the LGBTQ+ communities face 
higher rates of homelessness. Forty percent 
of homeless youth identify as LGBTQ, 
and 68 percent of these kids were kicked 
out of their homes due to their identity. 
These individuals are at higher risk for 
drug use, mental health and physical 
health issues, working in the sex industry, 
physical and sexual violence, lower educa-
tion rates, and a variety of other issues.

As mentioned above, the LGBTQ+ com-
munities face high rates of discrimination 
against people of color and immigrant 
populations. LGBTQ people of color are 
twice as likely to face threats of violence 
compared to white LGBTQ individu-
als. Nearly 3 percent of undocumented 
immigrants identify as LGBTQ.

Finally, I would be remiss not to mention 
health issues, including how only 77 per-
cent of LGB adults and only 57 percent of 
transgender adults have health insurance. 
When same -sex marriage became legal, 
married couples gained the right to make 
healthcare decisions for their spouses, but 
we need to also consider access to adequate 
healthcare in general. For example, in the 
last edition of The Interloper, writer and 
editor Hoa Nguyen found that women can’t 
even find female condoms (nevermind 
the fact that the pharmacists in the area 
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didn’t know what a female condom was...) 
here in Blacksburg. One too many times 
in my own life, as a femme- appearing cis-
gender queer female, has my doctor not 
believed me when I say that I’m sure I’m 
not pregnant. Trust me, I’m not. But what 
about queer women who are, or trans men? 
Is the healthcare industry ready for us? 
Trans health care, workplace discrimina-
tion, legal name changes, child adoptions, 
sexual violence, suicide and self harm, 
pronoun use, bathroom and physical space 
access, education. These are issues that 
we should be caring about. This is where 
our focus should be. We, as a community, 
should be up in arms about the perpetual 
violence that is committed against our-
selves. In a world where violence is very 
real, we shouldn’t be worried about equality 

and wedding cake so much as the very 
safety and livelihood of individuals. 

So yes, June 26 was a great day. But there 
is so much more that is left to be done.

“We aren’t fighting for more rights, we are 
fighting for abolition. This is a very differ-
ent political strategy. We don’t want more 
freedoms, we want to be free from violence. 
We aren’t fighting for equality and love, 
we were fighting for economic justice and 
liberation. We aren’t fighting for repre-
sentation, we are fighting for revolution. 

Back to the streets.”

 -Darkmatter 

Illustration by Mylan Le
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Ilene Over brought her one-woman show to Virginia Tech on Oct. 22. The 
live performance, which was a mixture of standup comedy, story-telling 

and lecture, incorporated aspects of her soon-to-be-released book called 
“Rainbow in the Mountains: Confessions of an Appalachian Drag Queen”. 
In our interview with Ilene, she sheds light on the queer Appalachian 
community and her experiences as an Appalachian drag queen.

Q&A with Ilene Over
AP: How did you get 
your start in drag?
IO: I got my start in drag about the second 
week I was “out.”  What I mean by that is 
that is that I was still in the closet, but had 
ventured out to the gay bars. I was going out 

to “the bars” for about two weeks and was just 
fascinated with the drag shows and queens. 
I have a theater background and just loved 
the glitz, glamor, and such. After watching a 
few of them perform, I thought, “Hell I could 
do this,” and it wasn’t another two weeks 
before Ilene Over was born. Those first few 

Appalachian 
Drag Queen 
Ilene Over  
Visits VA 
Tech

 Interview by  
Andrew Pregnall Photo by Alejandro Smith
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times out in drag were a 
tragedy. Thank the Goddess 
my drag mother and a 
couple other queens took 
me under their wings and 
taught me the basics. From 
that, Ilene was unleashed on 
the world and performed 
regularly for several years.

One day about a year ago, I 
got the idea to integrate drag 
and teaching. I submitted a 
workshop proposal featur-
ing Ilene Over at the Appalachian Studies 
Association conference, and it was accepted. 
It was a screaming success (standing room 
only) and with some encouragement, I 
decided to take the book that I was work-
ing on about growing up gay in Appalachia 
and put Ilene at the center of it. I worked 
with what I’d developed for the workshop 
and molded it into a one-woman show.

AP: How does drag play a 
role in your life right now?
IO: Drag is a huge part of my life right now. 
Ilene was in hibernation for many years 
as I worked through school and other life 
issues. But she was always at the center 
in that she really represents a manifesta-
tion of my creativity. Drag is my ultimate 
creative outlet and an opportunity for 
me to educate and advocate on queer 
Appalachia and queer issues in general.

AP: Why do you feel drag 
is an important part of 
the LGBTQ+ community 
and the world at large?
IO: Drag has an iconic place in the LGBTQ 
community. Drag queens and drag kings have 
been a part of our community for hundreds 
of years. Certainly we see the importance of 
drag queens (in particular queens of color) 
at Stonewall and other uprisings for LGBTQ 

equality. They have 
raised funds, orga-
nized, entertained, 
chastised, and called 
out (and occasionally 
slung a little shade) in 
our community and 
the world at large in 
the face of incredible 
sexism and homopho-
bia. They face it head 
on and with strength 
of character. Wouldn’t 
it be wonderful to 

know just how many funds for LGBTQ 
causes have been raised by Drag Queens?

AP: How do you feel 
about queer culture in 
Appalachia in general?
IO: Queer Appalachian culture is just down-
right fabulous. I think it is the combination 
of two of the most amazing parts of myself. 
If you ask some people, they are shocked 
there is even such a thing. But there is. And 
there is a long history of our queer culture 
here in Appalachia. In fact, collecting that 
history in West Virginia is one of my goals.

AP: Could you share any 
interesting or funny anec-
dotes from your career?
IO: Honey, I’m Appalachian, of course I can 
tell you a story or two! Back in the day, when 
I was a young queen performing regularly 
at one of the local bars, I was on stage and 
this beautiful (very drunk) young man came 
up to the stage.  Well now, I expected he was 
going to tip me. As I was dancing, he started 
to fan my skirt out, then all of a sudden he 
lifted my damn skirt clean up over my head!  
When I managed to get my damn clothes 
back down, he was nowhere to be seen. I 
suspect some bright person got him out 
of the club before I could get to him. 

“Honey, I’m 
Appalachian, 

of course 
I can tell 
you a story 
or two!“
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ListList
Gay
Play

Music speaks to our hearts 
whether we’re in our 

toughest times or having the 
time of our lives. So...The 
editors wanted to introduce 
you to our favorite gay 
tunes. From inspiring queer 
musicians to gay anthems, we 
have provided a wide variety 
of music to listen to the next 
time you want to express your 
sexuality through song!

MiyaOshiro
Song: Girls Like Girls -  Hayley Kiyoko

Favorite Lyric: “Don’t tell me, tell me what I 
feel / I’m real and I don’t feel like boys”

The title is very straightforward, and there is something about 
the blunt sincerity that captivates me. Although the lyrics 
sound abrasive and cocky, I do believe they were written as a 
hypothetical challenge for men when considering the misogy-
nistic pressure put on women to live a heteronormative life. 
Hayley Kiyoko captures the frustration of society’s inability to 
understand the simplicity of love. I have this song on repeat.

KatieAyers
Song: Go  - Indigo Girls

Favorite Lyric: “Raise your 
hands high/ Don’t take a 
seat/ Don’t stand aside/ 
This time don’t assume any-
thing/ Just go, go, go”

The Indigo Girls, Emily Sailers and 
Amy Ray, have been around as a les-
bian band since forever (or 1985). A lot 
of their music addresses making social 
change, but this song explicitly charges 
the listeners to do something regardless 
of age or social location. It’s my go to 
song when I need a little activist boost.

AlejandroSmith
Song: I Can -  Nas

Favorite Lyric: “If the truth is told, the 
youth can grow/ They learn to survive 
until they gain control/ Nobody says 
you have to be gangstas, hoes/ Read 
more, learn more, change the globe”

Just because you’re raised in an environment where 
you’re expected to fit a stereotypical role doesn’t 
mean you can’t learn about other roles and cultures. 
They probably will take you on new adventures 
and your collection of experience can allow you 
to be anything! Plus you’ll learn what you’ll really 
want and how to get them. I don’t know, that’s just 
my personal interpretation of a baller ass quote.

illustrations by MylanLe
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MeganVazquez
Song: Battle Cry -  Angel Haze

Favorite Lyric: “Sometimes you have to hurt for the cause to be 
reached / But one day you’ll be stronger than all that you beat”

While “Battle Cry” doesn’t directly address sexuality, it highlights working 
away from a repressive religious upbringing and relying on inner strength to 
overcome obstacles. This message is important, especially in the LGBT+ com-
munity, but to be completely honest, I chose it for the artist. Angel Haze, openly 
pansexual and agender, addresses that identity is fluid and that all people need 
representation. Haze has a history of calling out homophobia and misogyny in 
real life and in their lyrics. I only hope others follow their steps to do the same. >>

MattyBennett
Song: “A Little Respect” -  Erasure

Favorite Lyric: “And if I should falter / would you 
open your arms out to me / we could make love 
not war / and live at peace with our hearts”

Erasure are an English synthpop duo that has been around since the mid 80s. Their 
lead singer, Andy Bell, is gay and poz, and is a well known gay icon and champion 
of LGBT rights. “A Little Respect” (1988) is one of their signature songs, and was 
featured in a dance club scene on HBO’s “Looking” series last year. I love the mes-
sage of this song, the synths, the acoustic guitar, and, of course, Andy Bell’s falsetto.

AlvisHuynh
Song: “FROOT” -  Marina and the Diamonds

Favorite Lyric: “It’s summertime and I hang on 
the vine / They’re gonna make me into sweet 
red wine / Hanging around like a fruit on a tree 
/ Waiting to be picked, come on cut me free”

Marina and the Diamonds has a huge gay fan base because her 
music is so relatable to the queer experience. Her newest album 
especially, features songs about self confidence and loving yourself 
first. “Froot” is definitely my favorite song off the album because 
it’s catchy and I really relate to it. She compares herself to a grape 
that will be turned into wine, but doesn’t mind waiting because 
like wine, a relationship may be worth waiting for the best quality.
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MarianaSierra
Song: “Don’t Stop Me Now”- Queen

Favorite Lyric: “I’m gonna go, go, go/There’s no stop-
ping me/I’m burning through the sky/Two hundred 
degrees/That’s why they call me Mr. Fahrenheit”

British rock band Queen: Classic. Sorry not sorry. Freddy Mercury’s voice was 
amazing and Queen can always, always put me in a good mood. I can’t stop myself 
from singing or dancing along when this song comes on while I’m driving. The 
lead singer’s sexuality was highly debated by the public but I like to think that his 
confidence   on stage and in his singing   made it easy for many not to give a damn.

CodyKour
Song: “Forrest Gump”  - Frank Ocean

Favorite Lyric: “I know you Forrest/ I know you 
wouldn’t hurt a beetle/ But you’re so buff and so 
strong/ I’m nervous Forrest/ Forrest Gump”

I’ve been a fan of Frank Ocean since his “Nostalgia Ultra” 
mixtape, where he sings about being a charmer and a ladies 
man. So when Frank opens up in “Forrest Gump” for the 
first time about loving another man (but not the first time he 
sings openly about his sexuality) and puts himself in a vulner-
able position, it’s a really awesome moment. Also, this song 
happens to be my favorite one off of his “Channel Orange” 
album. No matter what his music ends up being about, it’s 
hard not to love Frank; he’s a true poet and amazing singer.

MaggieNanney
Song: Fine Being Here - Hannah and Maggie

Favorite Lyric: “If it was up to me/ I don’t think I’d ever move on/ But 
it’s out of our hands/ So let’s try our best/ To hold on, to hold on”

Hannah and Maggie are an award winning singer songwriter folk duo similar 
to the soundings of Brandi Carlile, The Indigo Girls, and Simon & Garfunkel. 
Despite the fact that I’m slightly biased to their music as fellow Smith College 
alumnae and friends with the duo, I really appreciate their music because it 
features two strong, lesbian identified women, whose music is about their own 
lives and loves. This song in particular is my go to (not to mention my phone 
ringtone), as it constantly reminds me to be content with whatever is going on.
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English 1105:  
Pronouns
A discussion about  
preferred gender pronouns

by Chris Van Hook

The first time I heard the term “PGPs” was at an intro-
ductory HokiePRIDE meeting, when Megan Nguyen, 

the president of the organization, had everyone in the circle 
include them in their introduction. To all of the new mem-
bers, the words stammered out with uncertainty, as for us, 
it represented some new diction that our tongues were not 
used to. It was not as if we hadn’t heard of PGPs before; it is 
more that we had never thought about them, because they 
were not something that we had to deal with. For the oth-
ers, however, their pronouns came as easy as their name. 
PGPs, or preferred gender pronouns, are 
the pronouns that an individual uses, 
and has other people use, when talking 
about them. In English, the most com-
mon pronouns, but by far not an exclu-
sive list, include: I, you, he, his, him, she, 
her, hers, they and it. When thinking of 
pronouns, though, it is more complicated 
than just that. I learned that pronouns 
should never be assumed and there are so 
many including zir, hir, ze, pur, hu, they 

or even no pronoun. Even though gender 
is fluid in nature, and people by no means 
should be expected to conform to a single 
one, PGPs allow the people to self-label 
based upon their gender identity or how 
they verbally express themselves. In fact, 
there is a lot of controversy surround-
ing the term “PGPs,” as referring to them 
as “preferred” implies that there is an 
option not to use them. So, although the 
term “PGPs” might be something of the  >>
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past, the practice of pronoun use is like 
Madonna in the sense that it never quite 
dies out, because there is still that need.

So, how do I know which pronoun to use? 
For the average person, the concept of 
PGPs may be simple in the idea of “refer 
to people as they want you to.” Luckily, 
most of the time, if people use ambigu-
ous pronouns, they will state theirs within 
an introduction. It has to be stressed 
that if someone gives you their preferred 
pronouns followed by a “or whatever”, 
they are not actually giving you a choice. 
Always make sure to use someone’s 
initial given pronouns, unless they cor-
rect you. Not only will this help validate 
their identity, but it will also allow them 
to become more confident in themselves. 
On the other hand, if they do not give 
you any gender pronouns, it is certainly 
ok to ask, depending on the context. Not 
every context may be safe to ask some-
one their pronouns because of societal 
discrimination; thus, it is almost better to 
lean towards the side of caution. There are 
also some situations in which one should 
inherently avoid asking, such as during 
dinner with their parents. If you ever find 
yourself in a situation where you are not 
sure of someone’s pronouns and they have 
not told you, and you are not comfortable 
asking, using “they/them/theirs” is going 
to be your best bet, until they correct you 
or you find out through conversation. 

Furthermore, it is ok if you fuck up. All 
you can do is apologize and move on, and 
people often understand if you make a 
mistake. Conversely, if someone corrects 
you if/when you make said mistake, do 
not get offended, rather take it as a hint to 
correct people when they make mistakes 
with someone’s preferred gender pronouns. 
Leading by example is the primary way 
to give validation to someone’s identity, 
especially because it lowers the toxicity 

of the environment in which the person 
may find themself. This is because, when 
people do not acknowledge the preferred 
gender pronouns of a person, they are 
not acknowledging their gender or their 
identities. Instead, they are forcing the 
person back into that role of conformity 
in order to fit gendered stereotypes. This 
is the same reason that tons of trans youth 
find themselves out on the streets, because 
their families are refusing to acknowledge 
their identity, creating an environment that 
is not at all sustainable to their emotional 
well-being. Therefore, if you come across 
someone who cannot find it within their 
spirit to validate someone as a person, 
they are not worth the time of day. 

Personally, I ran across this problem 
recently when I was driving back to 
Virginia Tech with my parents, and the 
topic of Caitlyn Jenner happened to come 
up within the car. My parents made it a 
joke to refer to Caitlyn Jenner as, “him, 
her, or whatever,” and “he/she/it,” which 
is wrong on so many levels. Rather than 
confronting them directly with a “what’s 
good?”, I instead inserted my opinion 
about the court case, which involved 
Caitlyn, while respecting her PGPs. At this 
point, it is probably obvious in the fact 
that they ended up curbing their inap-
propriate usage to Caitlyn’s PGPs when 
referring to her. Even the most subtle of 
hints can cause people to change their 
bad behaviors, and when it is dealing 
with something as important as PGPs, 
it is massively beneficial to everyone to 
stop as much bad behavior as you can. 

PGPs may be difficult to master at first, 
but just remember the importance of 
them, and their correct usage. You are 
validating individuals as a human and 
respecting their identity, just as they 
do for yours. It is a two-way street 
of not being a shitty person.  
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Ex Lapide, Virginia Tech’s LGBTQA alumni soci-
ety, hosted its third annual alumni reunion Oct. 

8-11 with more emphasis than ever on change.
“It is absolutely amazing how far this 
university has come over the years,” said 
Mark Weber, chair and part of the found-
ing membership of Ex Lapide. “I would 
say Virginia Tech isn’t a leader in terms 
of its LGBTQ diversity/inclusion efforts, 
but it’s right there, and it has a solid track 
record of improvement of inclusion.” 

The weekend events included a break-
fast with Virginia Tech President Tim 
Sands, a reception for an LGBTQ oral 
history project and an evening social.

“I basically have two goals in mind for 
the organization itself,” Weber said. “One 
is to build community and connections, 
and the other is to continue to support the 
university’s diversity and inclusion efforts.”

Weber said the reunion was a success, the 
highlight being the reception for “Sharing 
Our Voices: A Celebration of the Virginia 
Tech LGBTQ Oral History Project.”

The reception and exhibit at Newman 
Library featured physical and web 
archives, interviews, images and films 
highlighting LGBTQ history at VT.

“Talk about a great way to bring 
together people from across genera-
tions, people from across disciplines,” 
Weber said. “Today, we’re celebrating 

the accomplishments of students 
and faculty through the years.”

HokiePRIDE President Megan 
Nguyen said she had a great time at 
the Sharing Our Voices event.

“I was amazed at the breadth of all the 
materials they had, so not just the digital 
stuff, but also the paper materials that I had 
a peripheral awareness of,” Nguyen said.

The combination of the digital exhibit 
and book display was on exhibit in 
the library for the month of October, 
and the special collections were on 
display only for the reception.

“It’s a little overwhelming,” Weber said. 
“It’s a lot of information all together in 
one place, but it has a powerful impact.”

Weber contributed portions of his own 
materials collected and saved from his time 
as an undergraduate at Virginia Tech.

“Personally, I never quite thought of 
myself as history, but being part of the 
history is pretty exciting,” Weber said. 
“I had a wonderful time here at Virginia 
Tech, and that is combined with the fact 
that I never allowed the environment 
to impact my experience. The environ-
ment was really exclusionary, it could 

EX LAPIDE
by Megan Vazquez
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be oppressive, I was harassed, but I look 
back, and it never really phased me.”

Nguyen recognized the difficulties many 
alumni have with coming back to Virginia 
Tech because of their experience, but 
she remains hopeful about what the oral 
history project could do for them.

“I keep hearing that a lot of alum(s) 
don’t want to think about Virginia Tech 
because for them, the institution is a 
snapshot in time, and they remember 
it as the awful experience they had,” 
Nguyen said. “They go forward with their 
lives and don’t look back, but if they saw 
something like this, they would get to 
catch up with everything they missed in 
the process of the progress making.”

Weber said the project and the 
special collections on display 
ignited a healing process.

“The oral history project 
is about progress, but 
I think there’s a lot of 
healing that can happen 
as a result of it,” Weber 
said. “The university 
(is no longer) the place 
people had such bad 
experiences with.”

Weber even had the 
opportunity to sit down 
with President Sands 
to discuss the univer-
sity’s current diversity 
and inclusion efforts.

“To have that opportu-
nity to come and talk to 
the president without 
fear, it’s even emotional 
for me to think about,” 
Weber said. “That is heal-
ing, that is letting go.”

The weekend also provided a con-
nection point between alumni, fac-
ulty and current students in the 
LGBTQ community at Virginia Tech 
to each other and to the history.

“It gives us a stake almost, or a claim 
to the LGBTQ movement as a whole 
because we can trace our own home-
grown, local movement from whenever 
the first group was started to today, and 
that’s when it makes it real,” Nguyen said.

Weber said his goal is to work with the 
university to get administrators to start 
thinking in terms of LGBTQ as part 
of regular university programming.

“The people that have come together 
now are intergenerational,” Weber said. 
“It’s not just students, not just faculty, 
not just alumni. We all will make so 
much more progress together.” 

Photo by Alejandro Smith
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Finding safe spaces in 
Blacksburg and the NRV
by Samantha Shifflett

Music pounded through the house as I made my way toward the 
kitchen to get a drink. I saw hundreds of people crammed all 

around me as I wiggled my body through the uncontrollable mass of 
young college students and spilled beer. I couldn’t see a thing, being that 
none of the lights were on in that house party, and the room smelled 
of sweat, hormones and liquor. It made me turn my nose up in disgust, 
and I wondered why I wanted to come to this party in the first place. 

Men stared me up and down, and the 
women were all too belligerent to even 
notice my existence. I remember thinking 
that there had to be another proudly gay 
woman at this party like myself, but where 
would I even start to find her? I suddenly 
felt waves of self-consciousness sweep 
over my body, and it sent shivers through 
my skin and bones. As soon as it started 
that night, the party was over. No person 
to be with, no new friend and no one to 
understand my predicament. All I found at 
that party were hungry men, all of which 
weren’t exactly my cup of feminine tea. 

Being gay sucks sometimes. Where do I 
find these awesome gay people that are 
supposed to exist? How do I even begin to 
find out that they like me in the way that 
I want them to? What if I am being too 
gay? But what if I am being too straight? 
They probably can’t even tell the differ-
ence, so I don’t even know why I bother 
worrying myself over these questions. 
They don’t ever go away. I am constantly 
struggling to balance the person I am with 
the person I want people to see me as, 
and it is exhausting to constantly be in the 

middle. I knew that night that there had to 
be somewhere for me to fit in. There had 
to be a safe space for someone like me. 

The next day I found myself in the office 
for a club on campus, HokiePRIDE at 
Virginia Tech, and I spoke with the vice 
president, Mikey, or Michael, Erb. “We 
represent queer people in the university,” 
Mikey said when I asked what the club was. 
“Just like CSA, SGA, and other student-
run organizations, we have representation 
and influence on that. The way we see 
ourselves is a way to impact our com-
munity with our community presence.” 

According to Mikey, HokiePRIDE is the 
official safe space of Virginia Tech. I found 
myself relieved to hear these words: a safe 
space is “a place where you can be yourself 
without thinking about being yourself.” 
Maybe there was a safe space out there for 
me after all. I was immediately reminded 
of that party I went to, constantly rushing 
through these questions and desperate for 
an answer to all of them. That was defi-
nitely not the space I needed to put myself 
in, and then I knew exactly where to go.    
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As the days went on, I found myself 
using HokiePRIDE to find the other 
spaces out there, places where I didn’t 
have to think about which person I want 
to be. HokiePRIDE gave me the gate-
way to find those other places close to 
the Virginia Tech campus that consid-
ers themselves actual safe spaces.

One of the most common programs 
regarding safe spaces is Safe Zone. Safe 
Zone is a program on campus that was 
created to educate the community (VT 
and Blacksburg) on topics related to the 
LGBTQ community. To become a mem-
ber of this program, a person just has to 
take a few classes on LGBTQ issues, and 
they receive a sticker. With this sticker, the 

person designates a “safe space” wher-
ever they put the sticker for any (queer) 
persons to know that they can go there. 
You may often see these stickers on the 
doors to professors’ offices. It is com-
pletely free to anyone who is interested 
in attending the courses, and there is so 
much to learn through going to them. 
For more information about Safe Zone, 
check them out on the Intercultural 
Engagement Center website or take a class!

Many restaurants in town also give off the 
“safe space” feel for many queer individu-
als. I asked a few friends about what they 
considered their “safe space” to be in town. 
Some of those places I heard about include:

Bollo’s Café & Bakery
Located across from She-Sha downtown
Address: 206 Draper Rd. 
Blacksburg, VA 24060
The atmosphere is adorable and smells 
of autumn, with a mix of fresh coffee and 
blueberry muffins. This is what they are 
best known for; their amazing food. They 
do make gluten-free and vegan options 
for any dietary preference. They only 
accept credit cards for purchases over $5, 
however; so don’t forget to bring some 
cash, but they are pretty cheap with their 
pricing, so it is worth a shot to try it!

Gillie’s Vegetarian Restaurant
Located near The Lyric 

Address: 153 College Ave., Blacksburg, VA 24060
They describe the atmosphere on their website by saying it is vibrant and welcom-
ing, which is something everyone agrees with upon visiting for the first time and 
every time after that. They do just what they promise by providing each customer 
with a healthy, delicious meal and relaxing, countryside atmosphere. This atmo-

sphere is one of giving respect for the body, the Earth and each other, and that is some-
thing that makes this the perfect place for any queer individual. Twice a semester, 

HokiePRIDE hosts a dance party called Gay at Gillies, so make sure to check that out!

Next Door Bake Shop
Located behind Surge
Address: 460 Turner St. 
Blacksburg, VA 24060
I went here for the first time to meet a 
friend just a couple of weeks ago, and I 
think I fell in love. This place is full of 
bright colors, comfortable chairs, and great 
food. Each area of the establishment is full 
of comfort and I truly felt at peace when 
I was here. I want to go back! This place 
is definitely a must for all people of all 
orientations, because the people, food, and 
atmosphere are a 12 out of 10 on my scale. 

>>
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Sharkey’s Wing & Rib Joint
Located across the street from Moe’s

Address: 220 North Main St., Blacksburg, VA 24060
There is also another location in Radford (1202 E. Main St., Radford, VA 24141)

This Blacksburg location is best known for being full of people who come to watch the away 
football games on the huge, flat screen TV’s. Although these days it can get pretty hectic, 

considering its many bar-like qualities. They have a “Free Burger Monday” every week, and 
this is what becomes a part of every VT student’s diet. It is too hard to resist. Wednesdays 

are also Bingo Night — a Blacksburg must. However, the food is more expensive than 
Bollo’s, so if price is what you are focusing on, then that is something to think about. 

Rivermill Bar and Grill
Located next to Bollo’s
Address: 212 Draper Rd. 
Blacksburg, VA 24060
This location is considered the unofficial 
gay bar of Blacksburg, according to the local 
community. The food is simple, and it’s a 
place for anyone who loves to eat at a bar. 
Eat here during the day and enjoy the view 
of downtown, or come on out after the sun 
goes down and drink some beers and make 
some friends that will party with you.  

The Park Night Club
Located in Downtown Roanoke
Address: 615 Salem Ave. 
Roanoke, VA 24016
This is the perfect place to get a groove 
on if TOTS just isn’t the scene for you. 
The Park in Roanoke recently reopened 
its doors (complete with a liquor license) 
and is here to stay! Considered the only 
gay club in Southwest Virginia, The Park is 
home to the gayest dance floor. Everyone 
is welcome at The Park. Make sure to stay 
for the cage dancers and drag show!

Safe spaces are not only a place of relaxation, but also a place where people can go 
and not have to worry about what they will say to those around them. As Mikey told 
me, “I am ok with being gay no matter where I go because I know it’s not wrong. 
But there are some situations where it does feel that way.” That party wasn’t my 
safe space, but the rest of campus could be. I won’t know unless I give it a try. 

Photo by Alejandro Smith
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Steven  
Universe: 

a look into the queer-friendly cartoon
by Miya Oshiro

When I went home for Spring Break last semester, I imme-
diately came down with the flu. Bedridden and unable to 

think, I had nothing to do except watch TV. The day I decided to 
binge watch Cartoon Network happened to be when 
the channel was airing a “Steven Universe” 
marathon. I originally thought it was 
going to be another pointless cartoon. 
Then Pearl, a Crystal Gem, began her 
monologue about Steven’s mother in 
the episode “Rose’s Scabbard,” and 
I knew this show would revo-
lutionize mainstream media.

“Steven Universe,” written by Rebecca 
Sugar, is about a young boy named 
Steven Universe who lives in Beach City 
with his father, Greg Universe, and the 
Crystal Gems (Garnet, Amethyst and 
Pearl), who are beings from another 
planet. Steven’s mother, Rose Quartz, was 
the leader of the Crystal Gems and plays a 
significant role in all of the characters’ lives. 
Although not physically present, Rose guides 
the characters to emotional peace and brings 
them together throughout the series. While the 
characters go through their own personal crises, they  Illustration by Mariana Sierra>>
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must also protect the earth from corrupted 
gems left-over from the war between the 
Crystal Gems and their Home World. The 
show goes through a beautiful transition 
from a simple and feel-good cartoon to a 
dynamic story about the battle between 
innocence and growth through conflict. 

Sugar emphasizes the effects of the char-
acters’ complex emotions on their rela-
tionships with each other. The emotional 
connections between gems show a side 
of same-sex love that is not normally 
shown in the media. Fusion, when two 
compatible gems synthesize into one gem, 
is a unique way the gems act upon their 
emotional connections. Garnet, a fusion 
between Ruby and Sapphire, describes 
herself as a “feeling” in the episode “Jail 
Break,” meaning she is a physical repre-
sentation of Ruby and Sapphire’s love. 
Although it is based on emotional con-
nection, fusion is sometimes used to 
reference sexual concepts like consent. 

In the episodes when Garnet and Pearl 
fuse together to create three-gem fusion 
Sardonyx, Pearl tricks Garnet into fusing 
with her multiple times. When Garnet dis-
covers the truth, she literally breaks apart, 
leaving Ruby and Sapphire distraught 
and disgusted by Pearl’s lies. “It’s fusion, 
Sapphire!” Ruby exclaims, “What’s more 

important to us than fusion?” Ruby and 
Sapphire were also the first couple to show 
intimate physical interaction: first during 
the episode “Jail Break,” when Sapphire 
kisses Ruby on the forehead, and another 
episode, “Keystone Motel,” when Sapphire 
and Ruby make up with each other after 
fighting about Pearl. These simple yet 
intimate interactions are what set this show 
high on the progressive scale. It’s great 
when TV shows insinuate or discuss gay 
relationships, but having blatant physical 
interactions and dialogue portraying queer 
relationships as the norm is priceless.

The presence of the gems’ relationships in 
“Steven Universe” is powerful and breaks 
down the constructs of heteronormativ-
ity. “Steven Universe” is the beginning of a 
significant change to mainstream media by 
helping shape the perceptions of younger 
generations. In addition to influencing 
younger generations, the show provides 
representation that older viewers almost 
never see. “Steven Universe” affirms the 
existence of queer people and ignites a 
powerful sense of joy and acceptance in 
the LGBTQ community. At just 11 min-
utes an episode, it’s extraordinary how 
a cartoon can simplify the complicated 
concepts of acceptance and love to an all-
encompassing level of understanding. 
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Dating on Campus
Like, How Does This Happen?

Story and Photo by Andrew Pregnall

When I first started looking at colleges, the “gay scene” never 
really crossed my mind because I was too busy focusing on 

honors programs and cycling teams. Sure, it was important that 
I wasn’t going to a college with homophobia abound, but I never 
thought past that. This past April, when college decision time came 
around, my best friend settled upon Bryn Mawr College — a small 
women’s college just outside of Philadelphia — and she was very 
excited because the gay scene there is kickin’. Meanwhile, I decided 
to attend Virginia Tech, and my friend was concerned for me. She 
endearingly pestered me with questions like, “Are you going to find 
anyone down there?” and “Are people going to be supportive? I mean, 
it is Southwest Virginia.” I began to doubt my decision. Would I find 
anyone? What would people think? I mean, it is Southwest Virginia. >>
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Arriving on campus this August, the 
thoughts persisted. I wondered to myself, 
how will I find a date? Tech doesn’t have 
a visibly large queer presence like Bryn 
Mawr, nor does it offer the radically diverse 
communities of large metropolitan areas 
like D.C. or New York City. Admittedly, I 
was lost, and with personal motivations 
and the added pressure of needing to write 
this article, I turned to my elder queers: 
Maggie, Miranda, Matty and Alvis. 

Unfortunately for the LGBTQ+ commu-
nity at Tech, we do not have the luxury of 
seeing someone on a bus, writing a VT 
Crushes post about them, getting a date 
out of it, and in ten years having two kids 
and a house with a white picket fence. It 
just doesn’t work like that in Blacksburg. 
So we resort to other methods. Maggie, 
a Virginia Tech graduate student study-
ing sociology, says that she often meets 
other queer people through a friend of 
a friend — a big win for finding a sig-
nificant other the traditional way. 

Meanwhile, Miranda, a Virginia Tech 
senior, says that “there have been times 
where [they] have found people through 
the activism space down here.” And while 
both Maggie and Miranda emphatically 
mourn Blacksburg’s lack of explicitly queer- 
spaces, they do agree that there are queer 
friendly places such as the Rivermill Bar 
and Grill, Gillie’s Vegetarian Restaurant, 
The Cellar Restaurant, Bollo’s Cafe and 
Bakery and Next Door Bake Shop. These 
places may heighten one’s chances of find-
ing another queer person in the traditional 
manner, but let’s be real; walking into a 
queer-friendly space is not automatically 
going to result in finding someone to date 
because, in most cases, we simply don’t 
know who the other queer people are. 

This problem especially resounds with 
Maggie, who puts the amorphous labels of 
queer/poly/queerish/femme on herself. She 
said, “Going downtown is hard because no 
one can tell I’m gay.” Moreover, she runs 
into the problem herself, being attracted 
to other femme girls, and the line between 
flirtatious sorority girl and actually inter-
ested queer girl is a fine one. Miranda, too, 
echoes these sentiments and says that they 
have trouble meeting people downtown 
because they do not look “gay enough.” 

*insert exasperated sigh here*   
Matty, Maggie and Miranda overwhelm-
ingly agree, however, that the best way to 
meet other queer people in Blacksburg 
is through social media apps like Tinder, 
OkCupid and Grindr. Matty, the editor-
in-chief for The Interloper, uses Tinder, 
but he says, “it feels like a lot of guys don’t 
use Tinder all that much.” Matty also uses 
Grindr which he notes is “more aggres-
sive, but actually pretty fruitful in terms 
of getting dates.” Maggie and Miranda 
have used OkCupid with some success 
in the past; however, they also point out 
that these dating apps (1) provide lim-
ited options in Blacksburg and (2) are 
clearly geared toward men. Ultimately, 
while these dating apps are not perfect in 
many respects, they do provide a use-
ful tool in finding a potential date.

Alright, so you’ve found a date, but where 
do you go? What do you do? Will you be 
safe and will you feel comfortable interact-
ing with your partner like a straight couple 
does? Probably not, but stick with me here. 
In general, the elder queers feel most safe 
and comfortable with their partners when 
they are on campus, but I’m going to take a 
wild guess and say that campus is not your 
number one choice for a romantic outing. 
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So, to answer these questions, we turn back 
to the queer-friendly spaces in Blacksburg 
where you might have met your date. Both 
Maggie and Miranda echo the sentiment 
that the queer-friendly spaces are great 
places to take your potential significant 
other because they reduce the chance of 
you meeting people who are overly inclined 
to share their conservative ideals. However, 
things change 
when you step 
outside of these 
places. We are 
in Southwest 
Virginia after 
all, and certain 
views do persist, 
whether they are 
fheld by locals 
or students. 

While none of the 
elder queers have 
had the experi-
ence of someone 
unabashedly 
yelling their 
antediluvian 
views on queer 
people going to 
hell, a certain 
level of discom-
fort exists. In short, PDA is a big no-no. 
Miranda is afraid of PDA, especially down-
town, whenever they are with their date 
because they feel fetishized by others. One 
time Miranda was at TOTS with a date, 
and “guy after guy after guy came up to 
[them] and grabbed [them].” Maggie says 
that she’s afraid of PDA with her partner 
because she “feel(s) like there are eyes on 
you.” And, finally, Alvis is afraid to hold 
his boyfriend’s hand in public because he’s 
afraid some frat guy will make a scene.

All of the students I talked to, regardless of 
their sexual orientation or gender identity, 
said their favorite dates involved enjoying 
the outdoor experiences that the New River 
Valley has to offer. Whether it be hiking 
up to the Cascades or going rafting on the 
New River, everyone agreed that they felt 
most comfortable and safe with their part-
ners out in nature. An outdoors experience 

is always going to 
have less people 
than downtown 
Blacksburg on 
the weekend. 
This is especially 
appealing to 
the LGBTQ+ 
community at 
Tech because 
PDA becomes 
easier, the levels 
of comfort and 
safety rise and 
the experience is 
more intimate.

Dating at Virginia 
Tech can be frus-
trating because 
it’s hard to find 
dates, and when 
you finally do, 

it’s hard to go out and enjoy yourselves 
like a straight couple. However, Tech does 
offer unique queer spaces where we can go 
to escape the fetishizing frat bros, flirta-
tious sorority girls, homophobic preachers 
and the glances and glares from passive-
aggressive bystanders. Ultimately, Tech 
does not have a “normal” or “traditional” 
queer scene, and, while most of us probably 
wish it was better, it still has a lot to offer 
us if we’re willing to make an effort. 

“...we do not have the luxury 
of seeing someone on a bus, 

writing a VT Crushes post 
about them, getting a date 
out of it, and in ten years 

having two kids and a house 
with a white picket fence.”
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The   
Dollar
What your money really buys 
you at anti-gay corporations
by Alvis Huynh

We all remember the day we put down the Chick-fil-A because 
we decided that we loved ourselves a little more than a greasy 

chicken patty. Now, more than ever, big businesses and corpora-
tions are asserting their stances in the political arena, creating ten-
sion and division within their consumers. It is common for com-
panies to have an agenda other than just creating a profit, but what 
does that mean for us and who we choose to provide our services? 

The money we use to purchase goods 
are being wired to support other causes, 
whether we like it or not. Little did we 
know that the $5.95 spent on the combo 
#1 at Chick-fil-A came with a side of 
homophobia, or that pumping gas at 
Exxon fuels the internal discrimination 
of its LGBTQ employees. Granted, not 
all companies have this secret agenda 
against basic human rights. For instance, 
Panera Bread is one of the most noted 
companies to use its profits to do good. 
It feeds the less fortunate through its 
partnership with Feeding America, while 
also donating unsold breads and pastries 
to local hunger relief agencies at the end 
of each day. Coca-Cola has also proven 
to commit its time and money to the 
greater good by collaborating and donat-
ing to the World Wildlife Foundation. 

Corporations have major control of 
what we do and how we do it by using 
their money to influence charities, lob-
bying/legislation, regulatory agencies, 
and the like. We can’t control where 
they donate to. However, we can con-
trol where our own money goes.

How can we tell?
For LGBTQ rights specifically, the Human 
Rights Campaign created the Corporate 
Equality Index (CEI) in 2002. The index is 
published annually and rates how corpo-
rations receive their LGBTQ employees, 
consumers, and investors. The rating uses 
a scale of 0–100 based on several criteria 
including: a written policy of nondiscrimi-
nation, inclusion of sexual orientation, 
gender identity and expression, domes-
tic partnership benefits, inclusive and 
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appropriate advertising to the LGBTQ 
community, trans-inclusive health benefits, 
and discouraging anti-LGBTQ activities. 

Some of our most problematic faves can 
be and have been exposed through the 
CEI and several equal rights organiza-
tions including Equality Matters. 

With almost $2 million in donations to 
anti-gay organizations, Chick-fil-A CEO, 
Dan Cathy, openly stated his opposition 
towards marriage equality. Chick-fil-A 
has received a 0 for its CEI every year. 
Further asserting its views, the company 
deemed Aug. 1, 2012 Chick-fil-A appre-
ciation day, encouraging its consumers 
to come and support the company after 
receiving backlash for its political views. 

ExxonMobil has also been under the 
radar for corporations to avoid when it 
comes to LGBTQ rights. The previously 
independent company, Mobil, once had 

nondiscrimination policies to protect 
LGBTQ workers. However, once Exxon 
and Mobil merged in 1999, those policies 
were rescinded.  Since then, the Equality 
Project has initiated a shareholder resolu-
tion calling on Exxon to revise its Equal 
Employment Opportunity policy. Fourteen 
years later, the issue still has not been 
resolved and has even tried to be erased 
from the ballot through the Securities and 
Exchange Commission. In addition, XTO 
Energy’s annual donation of $10,000 to Fort 
Worth’s AIDS Outreach Center promptly 
discontinued after Exxon Corporation 
bought out the company. This company 
has received a -25 on the CEI scale. Exxon 
is the only Fortune 10 company that has 
not adopted an inclusive nondiscrimina-
tion policy for its LGBTQ employees. 

At nearly 150 years old and as one of the 
largest charitable organizations in the 
United States, the Salvation Army is still 
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on the fence about progressive ideals. The 
website states that organization supports all 
people regardless of race, gender, ethnic-
ity or sexual orientation. While this may 
be true, its employment acts in the past, 
however, have been suspicious. While 
the organization does not reject those in 
need, it will fire people on their staff for 
being queer. Salvation Army of Burlington, 
Vermont allegedly fired caseworker 
Danielle Morantez, immediately follow-
ing the discovery that she was bisexual. 
Spokesman Major George Hood reaffirmed 
the organization’s beliefs, stating, “A rela-
tionship between same-sex individuals is a 
personal choice that people have the right 
to make. But from a church viewpoint, we 
see that going against the will of God.”

In light of these anti-gay organizations 
and especially after the backlash of legal-
izing gay marriage on June 26, 2015, many 
companies have “come out” to offer their 
support to the LGBTQ community. Oreo, 
a subsidiary of Kraft Inc., has offered 
its support through the Pride-inspired 
Oreo via Facebook advertising. Doritos, 
a subsidiary of Pepsico, has released a 
limited edition Rainbow Doritos that can 
only be acquired by donating $10 to the 
It Gets Better Project, a campaign that 

supports LGBTQ youth. Both of these 
companies have received a solid 100 for 
their CEI. Burger King has announced the 
Proud Whopper, complete with a rainbow 
colored wrapper that reads, “We are all the 
same inside.” Controversially, BK has only 
received a 55 for the past year’s CEI score. 
However, the initiation of the campaign has 
been seen as a pursuit to create meaning-
ful policy change in 2015. The Whopper 
was sold at the 44th San Francisco Pride 
parade for $4.29 in which all proceeds 
went to McLamore Foundation for 
scholarships to LGBTQ high schoolers. 

Whether it’s groceries, clothing, chari-
ties or even gas, almost all companies 
have organizations that they consistently 
donate to. Activist organizations and the 
CEI facilitate us in making decisions on 
which corporations to support and which 
ones to avoid. This also raises an impor-
tant question: who can access or afford 
these products? Does buying rainbow 
Oreos really change the status quo? Which 
products and organizations are represented 
on Tech’s campus? As active members of 
the LGBTQ community, whether queer 
or ally, it is important to consume with 
awareness in order to protect the rights 
of ourselves and our loved ones. 

Are your favorite companies supporting equality? Visit  
www.hrc.org/campaigns/corporate-equality-index  

to find out!
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After working for a few years following high school, Holly eventu-
ally attended college on a scholarship. At first, adjusting was a bit of 

a challenge for Holly. Though she was technically a first  year, she lived 
off campus and found she had more in common with graduate students 
and professors than with her peers. Also, being newly “out” as a lesbian, 
she tried fitting into her college’s dating scene but still felt awkward and 
uncomfortable. Her college’s lesbian dating scene had a very strict butch/
femme “code” and, never being one to wear skirts, high heels, or makeup, 
Holly became “one of the guys” as she fell into the butch crowd. This code 
also required that the butch make the first move, so Holly quickly found 
herself buying drinks for femmes at The Attic, a dive bar just off of cam-
pus. She was never a big drinker before college, but after a few happy hours 
sponsored by the campus’ queer grad group, Holly learned that drinking 
was a normal   — even expected   — social activity, and overdoing it some-
times was just a price you learned to pay. But as time went on, she failed 
to recognize that no one else was drinking as much or as often as she was.

Holly turning to alcohol as a way to fit in 
isn’t uncommon. According to the 2014 
National Health Statistics Report spon-
sored by the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, gays and lesbians 
are 11 percent more likely than straight 

people to drink 5 or more alcoholic drinks 
in one day at least once a year. Bisexuals 
are 17 percent more likely. Other sub-
stances were not included in the 2014 
survey, although anecdotal evidence 
suggests that overall substance use and 
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One Day at a Time
Alcohol Abuse in the LGBTQ Community
by Katie Ayers
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abuse, including alcohol and drugs, is 
higher in the LGB than in the straight 
population. The survey did not include 
questions about transgender identities.

By the end of her freshman year, Holly 
knew she had a problem. Her bank account 
was always overdrawn, she slept through 
classes, and occasionally chose alcohol over 
homework, but in her mind the problem 
wasn’t alcohol, it was staying out until 
the early hours of the morning. So she 
adopted a cat. She hoped Sylvester would 
make her more responsible and keep her 
at home, but it turned out he didn’t care if 
Holly drank a bottle of wine every night 
as long as he was fed. And Holly was still 
lonely, so she soon found herself back 
in the queer dating scene at the bar.

There are a number of theories as to 
why substance use and abuse might be 
higher in the LGB population. According 
to Brandi Redding, author of “LGBT 
Substance Use – Beyond Statistics” in 
the July/August issue of “Social Work 
Today,” one is Minority Stress. Redding 
says a common way people deal with 
“facing obstacles such as discrimination, 
stigma, and family rejection” is through 
the use of substances. Another theory 
is that many of the places gays, lesbians, 
and bisexuals tend to socialize and meet 
new people center around alcohol. This 
was Holly’s case. Without drinking, Holly 

felt hopeless meeting women, but with 
a little liquid courage she could usually 
invite any woman in the room on a date.

After an alcohol- fueled sexual assault 
sophomore year by another woman, Holly 
reevaluated her life. But the only solu-
tion she found was to stay at home with 
her cat and continue drinking. Eventually, 
she joined the campus Pride group as a 
way to become involved in more positive 
aspects of the campus’ queer community. 
But since the campus was not welcoming 
to LGBTQ students, many events were 
held just off campus, which meant social-
izing at The Attic after events were over. 
The bar admitted students 18 and over, 
so it made sense to Holly to organize a 
series of Lesbian Takeover Nights, and 
the campus held its first ever drag show 
there. Holly even performed in the show 
as drag king cowboy “Jack Daniels.”

Most undergraduate problem drink-
ers stop or moderate their drinking after 
graduation, but as Holly moved on to a 
Master’s and now her Ph.D. at Virginia 
Tech, her life continued to revolve around 
alcohol. A single beer or two on the 
weekend had become wine every night 
with at least one 6 pack in the fridge at all 
times. Liquor and terrible decisions were 
reserved for the weekend. By the fall of 
2014, her first semester at Tech, Holly’s 
life was completely unmanageable. The 

"Coming out as a person with a substance 
abuse problem is almost as traumatic as 

coming out as LGBT,...A huge piece of that 
(coming out process) is finding acceptance."
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end finally came when her girlfriend 
Meg told Holly that her drinking was 
too much to handle. For the first time, 
it was clear to Holly that her drinking 
was affecting more than just herself. 

After driving through Blacksburg and 
the surrounding counties for almost 
four hours, Holly found an Alcoholics 
Anonymous meeting. She attended just to 
prove to “someone” she didn’t need help, 
but was convinced within the first hour 
that she was, indeed, a certified member of 
the “Real Alcoholics” club. With the help of 
the local AA group, Holly has been sober 
since Nov. 14, 2014. For others at Tech who 
think they might have a problem with any 
substance and want to stop or moderate 
their use but want to stay on campus, Cook 
Counseling Center offers a substance abuse 
group that meets every Thursday from 3:30    
4:45 p.m. in East Eggleston Hall room 109.

According to Josh Redding, the assistant 
director of Health Education and Student 
Well-Being at Tech, the group uses the 
nationally- recognized SMART (Self-
Management and Recovery Training) 
model. The model, unlike many 12 -step 
groups, offers a non -spiritual way to 
address problem behaviors. The SMART 
Recovery website emphasizes four main 
focus points: Building and Maintaining 
Motivation; Coping with Urges; Managing 
Thoughts, Feelings and Behaviors; and 
Living a Balanced Life. Coming to a 
meeting isn’t always easy, Redding said. 

“Coming out as a person with a sub-
stance abuse problem is almost as trau-
matic as coming out as LGBT,” Redding 
said. “A huge piece of that (coming out 
process) is finding acceptance.” 

Names have been changed for anonymity.

5+ Alcohol Drinks in One Day Among Americans 18+

Data source: 2014 National Health Statistics Report sponsored by the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
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Bitter Incantation
by Kaitlen Whitt 

Sometimes, when I touch myself 
I make letters with my fingers

that spell out your name. 

I imagine your fingers, painted 
glossy, red because they always were 

painted something bright and brutal. 

I’m spelling you out. I’m tracing
runes, trying to raise some part of me 

that I can’t seem to let go. 

I imagine your voice slipping  
through peppermint ChapStick teeth 

into my ear, saying things you say 

to someone else now, a man that you have
a child with. I imagine them both
into non-existence, so it’s just me 

and you in the bathtub of an apartment 
you’ve never seen, won’t ever see. But

the spell works, it always works,

until I open my eyes and there’s only 
the ceiling, blank and clean, glaring down.

I always feel guilty then, for the way

my bones sing, for the incoherent sounds
I make, like I’ve stolen your hand

your mouth, even the smell of your sweat 

and let them ferry me to a pleasure
that you would never offer willingly, 

at least not anymore. This won’t keep me

from my conjuring though, because no one
that’s known me like this, including myself

has ever been as patient as you were. 
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The Remains of My Storm
by Josh Oliver

Halcyon waters,
a sentinel to my innermost dread.
A rippling 
shape-shifting
crippling shield.

Whirlpools
windstorms
wicked castings of the sea witch within,
retching as my fortress turns to salt.
The clear waters turn putrid
yet a word from his lips
a moment of breath
a malevolent serenity
slowing the swelling over my vision
inducing me into the eye of the conjurer.
Yet is not Aphrodite more potent than Hecate?
I prove it so
as the foam rises from the enclosing storm
I undermine my own barriers
shattering through the surface
his lips
pushed aside by my unchained passion
no longer needing his words
the storm silenced by my own.

The pure, revived water
cascades from my shoulders,
eradicates my fears.
The once blurred image now clear
as Iris colors her approval 
over the remains of my storm.
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When your best friend 
tells you he’s gay
by Matt Hall

You won’t believe him. He’s drunk, you think, which is 
true. You’re parked in the parking lot of the convention 

center; your friend, Allison, drove and didn’t mind that you 
and your best friend imbibed for the thirty-minute drive 
up The Garden State Parkway. Now you’re getting ready 
to walk to the concert, and your best friend says again, 
“I’m gay.” You laugh and tell him to stop playing around. 
In this moment you don’t think about that time, back in 
high school, when you had planned a threesome with a 
female friend, how, on the phone, your best friend asked if 
it would be okay for him to suck on your nipple during the 
act—how you said no, and maybe that’s why the threesome 
never took place. You don’t remember any of this when he 
tells you for a third time, “I’m gay.” 

It all sounds like a joke, you say—you’re playing a joke  
on me. 
You fail to connect the dots: 
his college weight gain…
the drinking…
the rage. 

Now you worry you’re the last to know. Some best friend  
he is, you think. How long has he known? How long has  
he lied?

“I’m gay,” your friend says, swaying in the convention cen-
ter’s parking lot. 

42
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Okay, okay—I believe you. And you do, but now you’re 
making a list, because god has he really been putting on a 
stellar performance—the strip clubs, the girlfriends, foot-
ball and buffalo wings and Metallica for Christ’s sake. 

Inside, the band is loud and the crowd pushes left then 
right then left then…

You two haven’t been close lately—your fault, you know 
that. Still, he could have called. And yes, your current girl-
friend has gone on at length about there being NO doubt 
about his sexuality. She’s had it out for him since day one, 
though, and then there’s the whole thing about her being 
evil and unstable, and you really can’t trust anything people 
like her say. Sure, you can blame her for hindering your 
friendship, for sometimes screening your phone calls. It 
wasn’t her, however, who’s been questioning the strength of 
your old friendship. Lately, you have grown tired of your 
friend’s misery and how he spits orders to waitresses or falls 
over drunk in bar bathrooms. 

On the concert venue’s general admission lawn, your friend 
pitches forward and sings along. Your eyes stay on him. You 
want to see if you can spot it. Save for his having lost a bit 
of weight, he appears as you’ve always known him.   

It’s subtle at first, the change. But there’s no doubt: he’s dif-
ferent. You’ll see it, bit by bit, in the coming months. First 
you’ll discern a shift in attitude, a sloughing off of some 
false skin. A skin pocked with frustration and anger, which 
he used to soothe with vodka and blackouts. 

When he brings you to the gay club by the beach, you’ll 
watch him spin on the dance floor, his arms stretched like 
wings under the flashing lights. 

You’ll consider this new version of your friend, spinning 
and smiling now under the flashing lights—how he’s finally 
who you’ve always wished he’d been. 
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The Safe Zone program, celebrat-
ing 17 years at Virginia Tech this 

year, is a collaborative effort between 
the VT Dean of Students, HokiePRIDE, 
and the Office for Equity and 
Inclusion. It’s under the purview of the 
Intercultural Engagement Center.

According the the IEC website, Safe Zone 
is a national effort that “exists to educate 
the Virginia Tech community on topics 
related to the lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gender and queer (LGBTQ) community.”

Safe Zone trains LGBTQ allies in 
ways they can create a more inclusive 
and accepting environment for les-
bian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
queer communities and their allies. 

In the 2014 -2015 academic year, the pro-
gram certified 163 allies, and 558 people 
participated in a Safe Zone training ses-
sion, according to Tricia Smith, director 
of the Intercultural Engagement Center. 

In order to become a certified Safe Zone 
ally, the interested student, faculty, or 
staff member must first attend a Safe 
Zone 101 session, which serves as the 
foundation of their advocacy educa-
tion. This session addresses topics such 
as LGBTQ parlance, sexual orientation 
versus sexual identity, and the coming 
out process. Safe Zone 101 sessions are 
given weekly and are three hours long.

Age and location are no barri-
ers to training, Smith said.

“We actually trained an entire high 
school,” Smith said. “The entire 
Pulaski (County, Virginia) High 
School was trained just last week.”

Upon successful completion of Safe Zone 
101, potential allies are required to attend 
an additional break out session. Topics 
of the sessions include: Transgender 
101, Suicide Watch and Prevention, Safe 
Dating and Relationship Violence, Legal 
Compliance, and Spirituality and Sexuality.

Aside from Safe Zone trainings, the 
Intercultural Engagement Center 
hosts events that represent its vari-
ety of interests. Find out more on 
their website, iec.vt.edu. 

Campus spotlight: Safe Zone 
Program
by Caleb govoruhk 

http://iec.vt.edu
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My senior year of high school I took a trip to New Jersey to visit my uncle 
during winter break. Out of boredom, I went out and explored the 

neighboring town of Westfield where I met my first love. We met at a café a few 
blocks from his house. He asked to sit with me since it was rather full, and I was 
sitting alone. We spoke for hours getting to know each other, as if we were on a 
planned date. He asked to walk me home, and I said yes without even thinking.

At this time in my life, I was in the (extremely) awkward denial stage before I 
knew I was gay. I grew up in a strict Muslim household where being gay was a 
crime against God, which made this experience extremely mind wrenching. 

He asked me to go with him to New York City the next day on a date. We 
arrived in the city, and he immediately held my hand so I “wouldn’t get lost.” 
Throughout the day, we received numerous compliments from people saying, 
“what a beautiful couple” or “you two look amazing together.” 
I felt normal. This was the way it was supposed to be.

Whenever I think about this moment in my life, 
I think about silent fireworks. I think about 
the peaceful night sky and a rainbow of 
quiet colors bursting in air over the 
skyscrapers. I think about standing 
on top of the TKTS Ticket Booth 
where we had our first kiss. As we 
kissed, everything I knew began 
to change. New thoughts and 
possibilities were created, and 
my original beliefs of love dis-
appeared. Within those bliss-
ful eight seconds, I could 
finally see myself marrying 
a man, having a family, and 
spending the rest of my life 
with a person I truly love.
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