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Is it spring yet? No? But spring break is here and bulbs are blooming around Blacksburg. 
The promise of a new growing season is one of the things makes Horticulturists the most 
optimistic group of all! As reported last month, 40 students along with 3 faculty advisors 
are off to the PLANET student career days and landscape competition event next week up 
in Peoria IL. This 28-event competition will be a showcase for the spirit of Hort Hokies. 
Stay tuned for the glorious details. As always, we would enjoy hearing what our alumni and 
friends are up to. Please send news to rharris@vt.edu. Enjoy this latest edition of our 
monthly e-newsletter!  With kind regards, Roger         
 
Lisa Lipsey, program director for the Beautiful 
Gardens® Plant Introduction Program, reports that the 
2011 Plants of Distinction have been named and are 
being promoted to the public and the green industry.  
The Plants of Distinction for 2011 are: Edgeworthia 
chrysantha, Hesperaloe parviflora, Iris cristata 
‘Tennessee White’, Rudbeckia fulgida ‘Early Bird Gold’, 
Sporobolus heterolepis , and Narcissus ‘Golden Echo’.  
Check them out at Beautiful Gardens 

 

Edgeworthia chrysantha 

Eric Wiseman, Sarah Guercin, Dave Close, and Heather Boyd have 
created a six-module Emerald Ash Borer online course. Emerald Ash 
Borer (EAB) is an invasive wood boring pest that is native to Asia. 
Since its discovery in southeastern Michigan in 2002, it has killed 
millions of native ash (Fraxinus spp.) trees in the midwestern 
United States and Canada. Experts predict that EAB could spread 
throughout 25 eastern states over the next ten years without 
effective suppression measures. A key to slowing EAB spread is 
early detection and rapid response, which requires education of 
citizens and resource professionals. This free online course 
provides an overview of EAB ecology and will empower learners to 
effectively detect and manage EAB in their communities. Check it 
out at Emerald Ash Borer 
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Vladimir Shulaev, Richard Veilleux, Sarah Holt, and Juan Jairo Ruiz 
Rojas played major roles in the recent completion of the sequencing of 
the strawberry genome and the publication of the results in Nature 
Genetics. Check it out at Strawberry Genome 
 

 
 
Joyce Latimer, Dave Close, and John Ignosh recently concluded the Richmond Plastic Pot 
Recycling Pilot Project. With over 50 pallets of plastics collected, they actually had more 
material than would fit on the recycler's trailer. A total of 7516 pounds of plastic was 
picked up by East Jordan Plastics, East Jordan, MI. With the success of the pilot project, 
they are developing additional material and contacts to expand the program statewide in 
2011. 
 
Joyce Latimer recently participated in a "Success with PGRs" road show sponsored by the 
Olympic Horticultural Products company (OHP, Inc.).  The 5-hour program began in 
Richmond on February 22nd, repeated in Pennsville, NJ, and again in Sturbridge, MA. 
Nearly 100 growers attended the events. Joyce also conducted the Virginia Flower Growers 
Association’s Greenhouse Update in Richmond with about 20 growers in attendance. 
 
Future Happenings at the Hahn Horticulture Garden 
 
March 9, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. “Spring Pruning of Woody Plants” with Dr. Eric Wiseman, 
Assistant Professor, Forest Resources and Environmental Conservation.  Peggy Lee Hahn 
Pavilion. Free! 
 
March 23, 12:00-1:00 p.m. “Gardens of the Riviera” with gardening enthusiast, Elissa 
Steeves. Peggy Lee Hahn Pavilion. Free! 
 
March 24, 6:00-7:30 p.m. "Home Landscape Solutions: Transforming Difficult Spaces" with 
Catriona Erler. Virginia Bioinformatics Institute Auditorium.  Catriona will share a wealth of 
ideas of dealing with difficult garden spaces and situations such as steep slopes, deep 
shade, too wet, too dry, too small! Catriona Tudor Erler is a freelance garden writer, 
photographer, and speaker. She has written nine garden books, many of which feature her 
own photography, as well as contributed to many more. She has also written for 
Architecture Digest, Southern Accents, The English Garden, and Garden Design. She 
currently writes a monthly column for the Smith Mountain Laker magazine. $15 General 
public/$10 Friends of the Garden members. Call Stephanie at 540-231-5970 to register by 
phone or email vtgarden@vt.edu. 

Check out these and other programs at Hahn Horticulture Garden 
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