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—Dr. Greg Adel, Professor and Department Head 

Holden Hall 

Well, another school year has ended and 40 new mining engineers have joined the ranks of the Hokie Alumni. That 

means it is time for the spring edition of News from Holden Hall. It seems that every time we publish a newsletter, the 

Department has set new enrollment records, and this time is no exception. During the spring semester of 2013, we 

topped 225 undergraduate students for the first time in our history. Add this to our 35 graduate students and we have 

over 260 students in the program. With 40 seniors graduating in May and another 10 seniors projected to graduate in 

December, the Class of 2013 will be 50 strong. Based on the enrollment in Senior Design, we should have another 50 

graduates in the Class of 2014. Our graduate program continues to flourish with 3 new M.S. graduates and 5 new Ph.D. 

graduates in 2012-13. In fact, two of our recent Ph.D. graduates will be joining the academic ranks at West Virginia 

University and Missouri S&T. Finally, our research program was recently ranked fifth in the entire University for 

research expenditures, and we are well on our way to topping $8 million in research for Fiscal Year 2013. 

Of course, all of this success stretches our resources to the limits. Thus, I am happy to report that we were successful in 

acquiring 5,400 square feet of space in Randolph Hall which will be vacated when Chemical Engineering moves to the 

new Signature Engineering Building. This building is scheduled to be completed in the spring of 2014, with relocation 

scheduled to take place during the summer of 2014. The main Chemical Engineering office suite will become the new 

home for the Virginia Center for Coal and Energy Research (VCCER), which is headed by Dr. Michael Karmis. The move 

will end the need for the VCCER to rent space, as is currently the case at its Collegiate Square location, and it will put the 

VCCER much closer to the rest of the Department, which will aid in administration and cohesiveness. The Chemical 

Engineering laboratory space will provide desperately needed laboratory space for our newest faculty members (Dr. 

Emily Sarver, Dr. Nino Ripepi, and Dr. Kray Luxbacher). On the downside, I’m sure many of you recall that Randolph 

Hall is not among the best spaces on campus, and our new acquisition will require considerable renovation. This gives 

me the opportunity to thank all of you (corporations and individuals) who donate to this program and make it possible 

for us to operate the Department and continue to excel. 

“Excel” seems to be the key word in this issue of News from Holden Hall as we take 

note of the recent accomplishments of our outstanding faculty and alumni. Leading this 

list is Dr. Jerry Luttrell who was recently elected to the National Academy of 

Engineering, the highest recognition that an engineer can receive. He joins Dr. Roe-

Hoan Yoon making the Mining and Minerals Engineering Department the only 

department on campus to have two active members of the NAE. You will also hear 

about two of our faculty members who were recently recognized by SME with major 

honors: Dr. Michael Karmis with the 2013 Erskine Ramsay Medal and Dr. Kray 

Luxbacher with the 2013 J.W. Woomer Young Engineer Award. We expect additional 

great things from Dr. Luxbacher in the future, who was recently awarded tenure and 

promoted to Associate Professor. Please see the article on her new state-of-the-art gas 

chromatography laboratory. This facility will give her an exceptional capability to 

analyze mine gasses and tracers to complement her ventilation research.   

Our exceptional alumni have also received numerous recognitions this past year. In this 

issue of News from Holden Hall we welcome Randy Albert (Class of 1980) and John 

Breedlove (Class of 1979) as the newest members of our Distinguished Alumni. We also 

recognize Mike Quillen (former CEO of Alpha Natural Resources and Civil Engineering 

Class of 1970) as a recent inductee into the College of Engineering Academy of 
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Distinguished Alumni Honored 

Engineering Excellence. While Mike (for some odd reason) chose to get a degree in Civil Engineering, he has been a 

tremendous supporter of this program over the years and we like to consider him as an honorary alumnus. We were also 

thrilled to have one of our recent graduates recognized as the College of Engineering Outstanding Young Alumnus. 

Please see the story on Richard Bishop (Class of 2002) to find out more about his world travels. 

Finally, our outstanding students continue to be very active, and in this issue of News from Holden Hall you will read 

about our Women in Mining organization hosting the 2013 National WIM meeting in Roanoke, Virginia. With 20% of 

our student body consisting of women, this organization has been growing by leaps and bounds. 

As always, we conclude with our Blast from the Past. This time, our picture was sent in by an alumnus. See if you can 

help us identify the people and the place. And as always, please enjoy this issue of News from Holden Hall. 

Dr. Greg Adel 

Head, Department of Mining and Minerals Engineering 

Virginia Tech 

At this year’s Annual Scholarship and Awards Banquet, held in April in Blacksburg, Va., the department welcomed two 

new members to its growing list of Distinguished Alumni. 

The first recipient, Randall M. (Randy) Albert, hails from Bluefield, West 

Virginia. He began his career working for CONSOL Energy in 1979 as an engineer 

trainee before joining the company full-time after graduating from Virginia Tech in 

1980 with his B.S. in mining engineering. From 1980 to 1990, he held various 

mining positions within CONSOL, to include roles in the initial coal mine 

degasification efforts which ultimately led to the creation of CONSOL Energy’s CNX 

Gas subsidiary. Randy is currently the chief operating officer of gas operations for 

CONSOL Energy Inc. and is responsible for all aspects of the company’s natural gas 

business. Previously, as senior vice president–emerging business units, Randy 

managed the company’s shale programs, including the Marcellus Shale and other 

emerging gas plays. He has been responsible for managing the start-up of two 

Appalachian coalbed methane gas plays for CONSOL Energy’s CNX Gas Company. 

Randy, who is a registered professional engineer in Virginia and West Virginia, 

serves on the board of directors of the Virginia Oil and Gas Association, the Coalfield 

Water Development Fund, the executive board of the Marcellus Shale Coalition, and 

he is a member of the Virginia Tech Mining & Minerals Engineering Advisory Board. 

This year’s second award recipient, John Joseph Breedlove, is a 1979 

department graduate and is the President of the Heintzmann Corporation in 

Richlands, Virginia. John grew up in Richlands, graduating from Richlands High 

School before enrolling at Virginia Tech. One of his first jobs was with the Jewell 

Smokeless Coal Company, where he worked during his summers and most holidays 

while pursuing his studies. After earning his B.S. in mining engineering, John 

served as Foreman and General Inside Foreman, and later as Jewell’s longwall 

coordinator. In 1982 he was promoted to project engineer, where he served for one 

more year. In 1984 John began working with the Heintzmann Corporation, serving 

as sales manager for longwall roof supports, and in 1991 he was promoted to 

president of the company. Heintzmann, which is based in Richlands and has 

approximately 110 employees, develops and manufactures specialty cements for 

mining and tunneling and specializes in supplemental roof support for mining and 

heavy civil construction. John is associated with numerous professional 

organizations, including the West Virginia Mine Institute, Eastern Coal Council, and 

the Richlands Chamber of Commerce. He is a member of SME and serves as a board 

member of its Central Appalachian Section. 

Dr. Michael Karmis presents Randy Albert 
with the Distinguished Alumni Award. 

John Breedlove accepts the Distinguished 
Alumni Award from Michael Karmis. 
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Thank You to Our Donors 

Individual Donations 
 

1950’s 
Akers, Peter (Class of 1950) 

Barbery, Paul (Class of 1959) 
Bucklen, O.B. (Class of 1959) 

Phillips, Charles (Class of 1950) 
Van Meter, Horace  

(Class of 1959) 
1960’s 

Bucklen, Jerry (Class of 1962) 
Daugherty, Roger  

(Class of 1960) 
Lin, Chung H. (Class of 1967) 
Shrader, Sam (Class of 1963) 

Suboleski, Stan (Class of 1967) 
1970’s 

Artrip, Patrick (Class of 1979) 
Bates, Dan (Class of 1979) 

DiRico, Tony (Class of 1979) 
Hatfield, Dennis (Class of 1979) 
Hibbitts, Charles (Class of 1974) 

Marcum, Ronnie  
(Class of 1970) 

Saunders, James  
(Class of 1978) 

Smith, Bryan (Class of 1979) 
Snavely, Charles (Class of 1978) 

Wall, Kevin (Class of 1978) 
1980’s 

Bartkoski, Mark (Class of 1981) 
Brown, Mike (Class of 1983) 
Carter, Roger (Class of 1981) 
Compton, Tim (Class of 1983) 
Mullins, David (Class of 1983) 
Prelaz, David (Class of 1984) 
Stallard, Cary (Class of 1982) 
Tussey, Joe (Class of 1982) 

1990’s 
Bush, Terry (Class of 1996) 

Ellis, Jennifer (Class of 1998) 
Jablonski, Dianna  

(Class of 1990) 
McAvoy, Michael  

(Class of 1998) 
Saunders, Philip (Class of 1994) 

Snyder, Matthew  
(Class of 1999) 

2000’s 
Campbell, Rosalyn  

(Class of 2008) 
Ellis, John (Class of 2005) 

Murphy, Crystal (Class of 2006) 
Murphy, Tyson (Class of 2004) 

Relyea, Caroline (Class of 2009) 
 

Smith, Joshua (Class of 2006) 
Sprick, Paul (Class of 2006) 

Sullivan, Jonathan  
(Class of 2007) 

Tyndall, Travis (Class of 2008) 
Yarborough, Jay (Class of 2009) 

 
 

Other Donors 
 

Bucklen, Darrell P. (Brother of  
Jerry and O.B.) 

Haycocks, Ian (Son of the  
late Chris Haycocks) 

Haycocks, Ramonda (Wife of the 
late  Chris Haycocks) 

Ilog, Rebecca (In memory of  
Jack Lester, Class of 1957) 

Lucas, Eric (Son of the late  
J. Richard Lucas, Former  

Dept. Head) 
Poling, Francis and Louis 

Stephenson, Bill (Former Dean,  
College of Engineering) 

Wiler, Marianne (Mother of  
Jeff Wiler, Class of 2007) 

 
 

Corporate Donations 
 

Alpha Natural Resources 
Appalachian Technical Services 

ArrMaz Custom Chemicals 
Becker Mining America 

Cargill 
Cliffs Natural Resources 

Consol Energy 
FL Smidth 

Freeport-McMoRan 
Jewell Smokeless 

Joy Mining Machinery 
Lockheed Martin 
Marshall Miller 

Massey Foundation 
Mosaic 

Nalco Chemical Company 
Newmont 

Oldcastle Materials  
Peabody 
Rio Tinto 

Salem Stone Corporation 
Southern Coals Conference 

Unimin 
Vulcan Materials 

It would be virtually impossible to operate this department without the 

generosity of the individuals and corporations who help support this 

program. In addition to scholarships, donations are used to fund faculty 

and staff salaries, student activities, equipment purchases, lab renovations, 

and the list goes on and on.  

With the addition of 5,400 square feet of space in Randolph Hall, our need 

for renovation funds continues to grow. Thus, the support we receive from 

individuals and corporations is more important to us now than ever before. 

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the following donors for 

their support during calendar year 2012. 

If you have donated to Virginia Tech during CY 2012 and your name is not 

listed above, it is possible that your donation did not come to this 

Department. Please be sure to specify “Mining Engineering” on your check. 

Donations made to any other entity may go elsewhere. Likewise, if you 

have donated directly to the Burkhart Mining Society or one of our other 

student organizations, these donations do not come through the 

Department. Nevertheless, these donations are important to us and we 

thank you for helping with student activities. Finally, if you prefer to 

donate on-line, we have established a link on our website for giving to the 

Department. Go to: http://www.mining.vt.edu/sponsors/giving.htm to 

donate on-line via credit card. Please be sure to follow the instructions 

provided to ensure your gift goes to the Mining and Minerals Engineering Department. 

Nigel Holley of BHP 

Tony DiRico of Martin Marietta 
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Dr. Gerald Luttrell Elected to National Academy of 
Engineering 
Gerald (Jerry) H. Luttrell, the E. Morgan Massey Professor of Mining and Minerals 

Engineering at Virginia Tech, is one of 69 newly elected members to the National 

Academy of Engineering. Election to the National Academy of Engineering is among the 

highest professional distinctions accorded to an engineer. 

Luttrell's nomination was based on his advancement of separation technologies for the 

mineral and coal industries, pioneering new fields of technology in the environmentally 

clean processing of mined materials. These technologies allow the mining industry to now 

recover much of the valuable materials that have previously gone to waste due to the lack 

of appropriate separation technologies. 

Luttrell, who received his bachelor's, master's and doctoral degrees in mining and 

minerals engineering from Virginia Tech in 1980, in 1982, and in 1986, respectively, has 

18 patents, many of which are in commercial use. His patents address three important 

industrial problems in mining: fine particle flotation, coarse particle flotation, and fine 

particle dewatering. Recently, Luttrell developed a useful computer program for optimizing mineral and coal processing 

plants. 

"As a result of his inventions, the minerals and coal processing industry can recover both fine and coarse particles in 

flotation plants," said his colleague Roe-Hoan Yoon, a University Distinguished Professor at Virginia Tech who is also in 

the National Academy of Engineering. "Dr. Luttrell is considered to be 'Mr. Coal Prep,’ partly due to his series of short 

articles in a trade magazine related to daily engineering practices," Yoon added. "He is one of the best process engineers 

that I have known. His skills in analyzing complex engineering systems and in designing reactors and separators are 

outstanding." 

In 2012 alone, Luttrell conducted over 25 workshops, training more than 750 coal preparation plant operators and 

engineers in state-of-the-art plant practices. "His work contributed to the generation of more than $30 million [per year 

in revenue] as a result of improved plant operations," said Greg Adel, Mining and Minerals Engineering professor and 

department head. 

Luttrell co-invented the Microcel column flotation technology with Yoon, which is one of the best-selling flotation 

columns today. The BHPB-Mitsui Alliance, the largest coal company in Australia, is now using the Microcel technology 

for all of its new plants. Other major companies using it include Teck Cominco, BHP Billiton, and Kennecott. 

Luttrell has been working with Eriez to develop HydroFloat coarse particle and 

StackCell fine particle flotation systems, which are now being used commercially in 

the phosphate and potash, as well as coal and industrial minerals industries, 

respectively. In addition, he played a critical role in commercializing the hyperbaric 

centrifuge technology that is being marketed successfully by Decanter, the largest 

centrifuge company in the U.S. Most recently, Luttrell has developed a computer 

program that can be used to optimize the design of minerals and coal processing 

plants. 

Among Luttrell's recent honors is the 2012 Robert H. Richards award from the 

Society for Mining, Metallurgy, and Exploration for the "significant global impact 

of his scientific contributions and engineering excellence for teaching, research, 

scholarly activity, and professional service in mineral and coal processing." He 

holds the American Institute of Mining, Metallurgical, and Petroleum Engineers' 

Nicholls and Aplan awards, the Pittsburgh Coal Mining Institute of America's 

Stephen McCann Educational Excellence Award, and he has twice served as a 

Henry Krumb lecturer. Luttrell is a five-time recipient of the department's 

Outstanding Faculty Award, a four-time recipient of Virginia Tech's Academy of 

Teaching Excellence Award and a recipient of the College of Engineering Dean's 

Award for Excellence in Public Service. 
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Department Faculty Honored at SME’s 2013 Annual Meeting in Denver 
Kray Luxbacher, Associate Professor in the Department of Mining and Minerals Engineering, has been 

awarded the J.W. Woomer Young Engineer Award “for her contributions in mining health and safety 

as a result of innovative research, technology development, teaching excellence and professional 

service” by the Society for Mining, Metallurgy and Exploration (SME). She worked as an industrial 

engineer and underground production foreman for Consol Energy and is a registered professional 

engineer in Virginia, holding certification as an unground coal mine foreman. Luxbacher currently has 

research projects in underground mine ventilation, mine health and safety and coalbed methane 

extraction, with more than $3 million funded by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and 

Health, industry and the US Environmental Protection Agency. She advises seven graduate students 

and has published more than 20 peer-reviewed journal papers and conference proceedings and 10 

other publications. She is a 2011 recipient of the Virginia Tech College of Engineering Dean’s Award for Outstanding New 

Assistant Professor, and she is a member of the Society of Petroleum Engineers, the American Society for Engineering 

Education and the Society of Mining Professors. 

The SME also awarded its Erskine Ramsay Medal to Dr. Michael Karmis “for his contributions to mining 

engineering, mine health and safety, the improvement of environmental performance of coal mining and for 

his international recognition as a teacher, researcher and academic leader.” Karmis is the Department of 

Mining and Minerals Engineering Stonie Barker Professor and director of the Virginia Center for Coal 

and Energy Research. He has expertise in areas of mine health and safety, rock mechanics and ground 

control, mining systems and the sustainable development of energy and mineral resources. He has 

authored or co-authored more than 160 scientific papers and has directed 60 major research projects 

funded by federal and state agencies, foundations and private companies. A recognized teacher, 

graduate advisor and student mentor, he is the recipient of numerous certificates of teaching excellence. 

Karmis is a licensed, professional engineer and an active consultant to the mining industry, academic and research 

institutions, and government agencies. A former president of both SME (2002) and AIME (2009), he is currently a 

trustee and vice president of the United Engineering Foundation. He was the 2002 President of the Society of Mining 

Professors, and served as its secretary general from 2005-12. Karmis is an Honorary Member of AIME, a Distinguished 

Member of SME, a Fellow of the Institute of Quarrying and a Fellow of the Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining. 

Dr. Kray Luxbacher 

Dr. Michael Karmis 

Student Chapter Hosts 2013 Women in Mining National Meeting 
Over 50 professional, industry and student members of the Women in Mining (WIM) 

organization convened at the Hotel Roanoke and Conference Center in April for the 2013 Women 

in Mining National Meeting, hosted by Virginia Tech’s Women in Mining student chapter. 

The meeting focused on WIM’s continuing mission of public education and outreach, as 

well as how to expand its audience and better serve its membership. Virginia Tech’s 

student chapter members planned, organized and conducted workshops for the event, 

with help from faculty advisors Drs. Kray Luxbacher and Emily Sarver. “Our students 

gained a better appreciation for the needs for public outreach and education, and just how 

broad the potential audience could be—from their current focus on K-12 students, to 

community groups and policy makers,” explained Sarver. 

This year’s gathering featured several social events, including a tour of Lhoist’s 

Kimballton underground limestone mine, an evening show at Roanoke’s Mill 

Mountain Theatre, and a reception and banquet at the Hotel Roanoke. Doctor 

John Craynon, Project Director for the Appalachian Research Initiative for 

Environmental Science, presented the keynote speech on the need for science 

driven policy and better communication between scientists and policy makers. 

Eighteen companies and organizations contributed to the success of the 

meeting, including Alpha Natural Resources, Newmont, Vulcan, Lhoist, FL 

Smidth, Luck Stone, Dyno Nobel, and many others. “Thanks to our sponsors’ 

generous support, we helped more than 20 student members attend the event,” noted Kray Luxbacher, “and we enjoyed 

a full agenda and quality time to discuss important education and outreach work at the core of WIM’s mission.” 

WIM student members led 
workshops for the meeting 

WIM Participants at Kimballton’s Limestone Mine 
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Collaborative Efforts Aim to Improve Mine Safety 
The department has put the final touches on its new “Subsurface Atmospheres Laboratory.” Located in Holden Hall, the 

facility and its research reflect the collaborative efforts and dedication of academic professionals, industry leaders and 

the department.  

The new laboratory is the result of 

the combined efforts of Kray 

Luxbacher, Associate Professor of 

mining and minerals engineering, 

Harold McNair ,  Professor 

Emeritus of Analytical Chemistry 

at Virginia Tech, and Patrick 

Fromal, Regional Manager of 

Shimadzu Scientific Instruments, 

Inc., manufacturers of a wide 

range of analytical instruments 

indispensable to research, 

development, and quality control 

in a variety of fields. 

“When I first contacted Shimadzu 

with questions about gas chromatography (GC) equipment, they told me there was a world renowned GC expert in 

Virginia Tech’s Hahn Hall,” recalled Luxbacher, who has since worked closely with the man widely seen as having written 

the book on gas chromatography. “Dr. McNair is the quintessential University Professor and has been a wonderful 

mentor,” said Luxbacher. “He sets very high standards for all of his 

students, is enthusiastic about applying GC to every field imaginable, and 

has much fruitful collaboration to his credit.” 

The centerpieces of the new lab are a Gas Chromatography-Mass 

Spectrometer (GC-MS) and Gas Chromatograph with Electron Capture 

Detector (GC-ECD) and Auto Sampler, which Shimadzu has donated to the 

department through a long standing relationship with Dr. Harold McNair. 

“Shimadzu is deeply appreciative of Dr. McNair’s contributions to the 

scientific community and to Virginia Tech throughout the years,” stated 

Patrick Fromal of Shimadzu, who is also an alumnus of Virginia Tech. “We 

see this as an extension of his work and are excited to be a part of the 

ground breaking research on improved safety that Dr. Luxbacher is 

conducting with the help of our equipment.” 

The work carried out in the new facility has been developed via a NIOSH 

funded project aimed at better characterization of ventilation controls and 

improved emergency responses, and offers real health and safety 

implications for underground miners. “This equipment has allowed us to 

carry out cutting edge work in mine gas and tracer gas detection,” said 

Luxbacher of the donated equipment. “We can detect and quantify routine 

mine gases, along with novel and traditional tracer gases.”  

In addition to the equipment donated by Shimadzu, the lab supports two 

additional GCs: one mine gas analyzer and another GC-ECD. The new lab 

provides considerable experimental capability in more than just mine 

ventilation, and the equipment enables the department to collaborate with 

other Virginia Tech colleagues in developing better gas sensing technologies. Future research may include the tracing of 

hydraulic fracturing fluids in shale reservoirs and CO2 plumes associated with carbon sequestration in coal reservoirs.  

While the laboratory is able to carry out critical research, Luxbacher and McNair see it having a role in teaching as well. 

“This is an excellent hands-on teaching laboratory,” noted Luxbacher, “and will give our students enhanced exposure to 

gas analysis and monitoring.” 

Left to Right: Kyle Brashear, MS Candidate, MinE; Charles Henry, Sales Engineer, Shimadzu; Patrick Fromal, 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Manager, Shimadzu; Kray Luxbacher; Harold McNair, Emeritus Professor, Chemistry; 
Greg Adel; Paul Macek, Field Technical Support Specialist, Shimadzu; Edmund Jong, PhD Candidate, MinE. 

PhD graduate student, Edmund Jong, works with the new 
GC-ECD. 

Dr. McNair (2nd from right) is widely recognized as an 
early pioneer of gas chromatography. 
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Michael Quillen Inducted into Academy of Engineering Excellence 
Michael Quillen of Bristol, Va., who holds a B.S. (1970) and M.S. (1971) in civil engineering from Virginia Tech is a 2013 

inductee into Virginia Tech’s College of Engineering Academy of Engineering Excellence, joining an elite group of 119 

individuals out of more than 60,000 living engineering alumni. 

While Quillen holds his degrees in civil engineering, he has strong ties to Virginia Tech’s Mining and Minerals 

Engineering department, which played an important role in recommending him for the honor. “The Department has a 

great relationship with Mike Quillen,” said Greg Adel, professor and department head of Mining and Minerals 

Engineering. “Mike has served as a member of the Advisory Board for the Virginia Center for Coal and Energy Research, 

he was recognized as an ‘honorary’ distinguished alumnus, and he has been a great supporter of this program throughout 

his career. We felt it was important to help nominate him for this very deserving award.” 

Quillen’s robust professional reputation was built on his lengthy career 

with the mining industry, often working side by side with operators. 

Throughout the 1970s Quillen worked two to three jobs: a mine 

superintendent during the day and chief engineer for another company 

at night. And he was surveying in his minimal spare time with a startup 

engineering company he had formed. By the age of 31 Quillen was 

named president of Paramont Coal Company in Wise, Virginia. His 

duties increased when he became president of WR Grace’s Eastern Coal 

Group, managing three different coal companies. In 1994 Quillen 

became president of six of Pittston Coal Company's divisions, and a 

year later, he was promoted to executive vice president of sales and 

marketing and president of Pittston Coal Sales. In 2002 he helped form 

Alpha Natural Resources of Abingdon, Virginia, a company which has 

become the Commonwealth's largest coal producer, with revenues 

exceeding $1.6 billion annually. In the spring of 2012, he formally retired as the chairman of Alpha Natural Resources. 

Quillen continues to be involved with his alma mater. He currently serves as the rector of the University’s Board of 

Visitors, and he is a past member of the College and CEE Advisory Boards. He was the 2006 Distinguished Alumnus of 

the College. Most recently, Quillen was named 2011 Virginia Business Person of the Year. 

Richard Bishop Receives  2013 Outstanding Young Alumnus Award 
Richard Bishop, a 2002 graduate of the Department of Mining and Minerals Engineering, is the recipient of Virginia 

Tech’s 2013 College of Engineering Outstanding Young Alumnus Award. 

Mining engineering was a clear choice for Bishop, who was attracted to its 

promising career opportunities. As an undergraduate, he completed an 

additional year of mining engineering studies in Europe, spending time in 

Finland, the United Kingdom, Germany, and the Netherlands. After earning his 

B.S. in 2002, he took courses in economics at the University of South Florida 

and mineral economics at the Colorado School of Mines. 

Bishop began his professional career as a process engineer with Mosaic. In 

three short years he was promoted to operations supervisor of its largest 

phosphate operation, helping improve mine production, plant recovery, and 

grade. Afterwards, he joined Harrison Western in Denver, Colorado, as a 

project manager where he hired, trained, and managed hard rock miners to complete underground mining construction 

and mine rehabilitation projects for clients such as Freeport McMoRan and Barrick Gold. 

In 2008, Bishop was hired as a mining equity research associate for RBC Capital Markets in Toronto, Canada. As a member of 

this award-winning global mining research team, he traveled throughout Canada, Mexico, Chile, Romania, Kyrgyzstan, and 

Turkey, where he evaluated potential investments. Bishop now serves as the vice president of investments for Aberdeen 

International and currently is the president and CEO of a new investment company in Mongolia, funded by Aberdeen. He is 

the recipient of the 2006 Outstanding Young Professional award from the Society of Mining, Metallurgy, and Exploration, and 

in 2008 was invited to join the United Engineering Foundation’s Emerging Leaders Alliance. 

Left to right: Greg Adel, Richard Bishop,  
Richard C. Benson. 

Left to right: Paul Torgersen, president emeritus of Virginia 
Tech; Michael Quillen, Richard C. Benson, dean of the college 

of engineering; Sam Easterling, civil and environmental 
engineering department head; and Greg Adel, mining and 

minerals engineering department head. 
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“Blast from the Past” 
The Fall 2012 “Blast from the Past” was taken from the 1980-81 

Burkhart Mining Society Annual Report to SME. It featured the 

Burkhart officers which at that time included: David Wagner, 

President, Howie Burns, Vice-President, Charlie Stone, 

Secretary, and Mark Bartkoski, Treasurer. On an interesting 

side note, Mark’s son Cody just graduated with a mining 

engineering degree from Virginia Tech and has taken a position 

with Peabody in Colorado. 

Our latest “Blast from the Past” features a picture sent to us by 

Tim Mauzy (Class of 1985) that was taken on a field trip in the 

early 1980’s. Thanks, Tim! This one may be a bit of challenge 

because some of the faces are obscured and not everyone is 

looking at the camera; however, it should be possible to identify 

8-10 of the people pictured.  1980-81 Burkhart Mining Society Officers 

Can you help us? We would like to know who is in the picture and where the picture was taken. Please send your 

responses to: 

Dr. Greg Adel 

Department of Mining and Minerals Engineering 

Virginia Tech 

Blacksburg, Virginia 24061 

or e-mail:   adel@vt.edu 

As always, if any of you have photos from your days in the Department (particularly group shots) that you would be 

willing to share, we would be happy to scan them and return them to you. Any photos that are more than twenty years 

old would be greatly appreciated. 

mailto:adel@vt.edu

