Note from the
Department Head
It’s my privilege for one final
time to provide
this message to
CEE alumni as
part of our 2009
Alumni Newsletter.
In my message
last year I indicated that I would be
stepping down as
Knocke
department head
at the end of summer 2009, and that a national search
was underway to find my replacement.
That search ended very successfully
with the announcement earlier this
spring that Dr. Sam Easterling would
assume the duties of department head
in August 2009. Dr. Easterling has
been a member of our CEE faculty
since 1987, and has served as an assistant department head here in CEE
since 1998. I am very pleased that Dr.
Easterling has agreed to serve in this
capacity! I know the department will be
well served by his leadership over the
coming years.
The past academic year has been
an interesting one on several fronts.
The economic decline facing our country and the Commonwealth of Virginia
has had substantial negative impacts
on the department’s budget. Likewise,
the poor economy has for the first time
since the early 1990s resulted in a
greater challenge to students in terms
of finding employment opportunities,
especially for those seeking internship
positions for this summer. Nonetheless, I believe on a comparative basis
the department and our students
are still holding their own – while the
search has been harder for students,
most are finding positions that they
are excited about as they begin their
professional careers.
Likewise, from a student interest standpoint, the demand of undergraduate students to enroll in the
CEE department is at the highest level
on record. This spring we had over
See Department Head, page 2
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Easterling to become
CEE department head
departmental activities in the near
W. Samuel Easterling, the
term. However, I strongly believe
Montague-Betts Professor of
that the strength and dedication of
Structural Steel Design in Virginia
our faculty and staff will enable us
Tech’s Via Department of Civil
to navigate through these tough
and Environmental Engineering
times in an effective manner …
(CEE) (http://www.cee.vt.edu/),
I know our fundamental commitwill assume the position of CEE
ment to our teaching, research
department head, effective Aug.
and service activities will remain
10, 2009.
strong.”
Easterling is acknowledged
Richard Benson, dean of
to be one of the leading researchEasterling
the College of Engineering and
ers in composite floor systems,
the Paul and Dorothea Torgersen
and his work has positively imChair of Engineering, announced the decipacted numerous national design codes.
sion to appoint Easterling who will succeed
He has published approximately 150 paWilliam Knocke, CEE professor and departpers and reports since joining the Virginia
ment head since 1995.
Tech faculty in 1987, and he directed or
“Dr. Easterling has demonstrated his
co-directed nearly $3.6 million of external
strong leadership ability in many ways prior
research funding across more than 60 reto this current appointment. Earlier this year
search grants and contracts.
he completed a three year term as chair of
Easterling has served as an assistant
the Structural Stability Research Council.
CEE department head at Virginia Tech
He has co-chaired a number of internasince 1998. He has been on the Univertional conferences, chaired national comsity’s Faculty Senate, Athletics Committee,
mittees, and participated in the delivery of
Commission on Faculty Affairs, and the
nation-wide continuing education programs
University Council. He is the 2005-06 past
with the American Institute of Steel Conpresident of the Faculty Senate.
struction,” Benson said.
In accepting the position, Easterling
“He has already greatly enhanced the
said, “I realize that the current budget
visibility of our CEE program at Virginia
reductions are challenging, painful, and
will continue to affect the way we conduct
See Easterling, page 3
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Art and renovated space honors victims of April 16

The summer 2009 dedication of renovated space on the
second floor of Patton Hall,
home to several of the civil
and environmental engineering
(CEE) students killed on April
16, 2007, as well as their professor G.V. Loganathan, “was
the culmination of two years
of effort in the department to
honor the victims,” said William
A. Knocke, CEE professor and
department head.
On June 26, a formal dedication of the renovated area
was held. A private ceremony
for family members and survivors of the April 16th shooting
featured the unveiling of two
commissioned paintings.
One was a portrait of Loganathan, painted by Leslie
Roberts Gregg, owner of Phoenix Nest Studio of Blacksburg,
Va. This portrait hangs in the
new G.V. Loganathan Library,
part of the renovation.
The second piece of art is

Department Head

Robert Tuckwiller, artist, and Bill Knocke, professor and head
of the Via Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering,
unveil the portrait of “The Journey”, a commemorative piece.
a scene along the New River
created by Robert Tuckwiller,
another renowned artist and
owner of Tuckwiller Gallery of
Newport, Va. Tuckwiller’s painting, called “The Journey”, was
designed to honor all who were
in Loganathan’s classroom that
day.

According to Tuckwiller,
the commemorative piece
represents the ten individuals
killed that day in Loganathan’s
class on five canoes on the
New River near Radford, Va.
“The Journey”, the largest
painting Tuckwiller has ever
completed, now hangs in the

new conference room in the
renovated location.
A formal dedication ceremony was held later in the
day in the Hancock Auditorium.
Virginia Tech President Charles
Steger and other invited guests
offered comments as part of
the ceremony.
The Loganathan library
will reflect his “passion for
teaching,” Steger said, “and his
thirst for knowledge.”
David Mongan, past president of the American Society
of Civil Engineers (ASCE), who
also spoke, had provided in
2007 a Book of Condolences
from numerous ASCE national
leaders that is now on display
in the new conference room. It
contains dozens of messages
to the Virginia Tech community.
A former Virginia Tech student who now holds his doctorate in CE, Joshua Joseph, traveled from Atlanta, Ga., to share
See Honors, page 23
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675 undergraduate CEE students in our
department, which is higher than any value
we can find in our department’s historical records. These high enrollments have
resulted in a substantial increase in section
sizes in many CEE courses. As a result
the department sought approval from the
Provost’s Office to put in place enrollment
control measures that will allow us to better
manage the size of our undergraduate program. These measures go into effect with
entering freshmen in Fall 2009.
Even with these measures in place the
CEE department will remain one of the top
ten CEE programs in the U.S. in terms of
annual production of BSCE graduates.
The quality of our programs continues
to be recognized nationally in many ways.
Our undergraduate program was ranked in
the top 12 CEE programs in the U.S., and
our graduate CEE program was ranked 7th
in the most recent U.S. News and World
2 • CEE ALUMNI NEWS • SUMMER 2009

Report rankings for 2009.
The strong national stature of our programs is a reflection of the dedicated work
of our faculty and staff. Their commitment
to excellence even in lean budget times is
quite extraordinary!
Our department and Virginia Tech as
a whole continue in the healing process
following April 16th. The second anniversary of the tragic events of 4/16/07 was
observed this year.
Within CEE we have also dedicated
a renovated portion of the second floor
of Patton Hall in honor of the victims and
the survivors from Dr. G.V. Loganathan’s
class who were in Norris Hall that day.
Included in that renovated space are the
G.V. Loganathan Library, a new conference
room, and new office space that supports
graduate students from our environmental
and water resources engineering program.
I hope that alumni who come to Blacksburg

will take time to stop by Patton Hall and
visit these facilities.
As I sign off one last time as department head let me express my sincere appreciation to CEE alumni for all of the help
and support that you have provided to the
CEE department and to me personally over
my 15 years as head.
During the spring of this year I was
fortunate to have a chance to visit with
alumni at five special gatherings that were
held around Virginia and in Baltimore, Md.
I greatly enjoyed the chance to meet with
over 300 alumni who took time from their
busy schedules to attend these receptions.
Please know that I have considered
it a real privilege to serve as head of this
department, and I look forward to the future
as I return to the faculty.
Let me take this opportunity to wish all
CEE alumni all the best for the remainder
of 2009. Thanks!
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CEE alumnus organizes second Hogs4Hokies benefit
With the first 250-mile
Hogs4Hokies ride under his
belt, Frank Salzano, a 1983
Virginia Tech civil engineering (CEE) graduate, was not
satisfied. He wanted to plan an
even bigger and better event for
2009. And he did.
The 2008 ride generated
$10,000 for the 32 Named Memorial Funds, the Virginia Tech
fund that hopes to secure a
minimum of $100,000 in memory of each of those lost on April
16, 2007 on its campus.
Some 100 riders participated in the event, leaving from

northern Virginia in the early
morning hours to arrive at the
Virginia Tech Drill Field around
3 p.m.
For 2009, Salzano recruited close to 200 riders, and
planned to double the income.
Participants from as far away as
New Jersey, Connecticut, and
Pennsylvania joined the benefit
ride. With money still coming in,
his goals are nearly realized.
Salzano was particularly
appreciative of the participation
in the ride by David McCain of
Hampton, Va., father of Lauren
McCain who died in the April

In the Hogs4Hokies event, all types and sizes of bikes
converged on the drill field in remembrance of April 16, 2007.
Pictured is Steve Bodtke who rode his Ural sidecar rig with his
Newfoundland Wolfgang. Bodtke is an associate broker of Steve
Bodtke and Associates of Blacksburg.

Easterling

16, 2007 tragedy
at Virginia Tech.
“Having
Dave’s participation was a great
inspiration to all of
us,” Salzano said.
Salzano also
obtained a number of sponsors
Richard Goff, left, professor of engineering
including both ineducation at Virginia Tech, Frank Salzano,
dividuals and com- middle, 1983 civil engineering alumnus and
panies. Both the
organizer of Hogs4Hokies, and Joe Walker,
New River Valley
right, grounds lead worker at Virginia Tech,
and Shenandoah pose after the day’s ride with the unofficial
Harley Davidson
check for the Virginia Tech Foundation. Goff
shops and Hootwelcomed the riders to campus, and Walker
ers of Manassas
helped Salzano with the organization of the
were among the
event.
major contributors.
After the riders arrived at
to continue raising awareness
Virginia Tech on May 2, Richard
and funds for this great cause.”
Goff, professor of engineering
A $100,000 endowment allows
education, welcomed the group
for the creation of a scholarship
who arrived with a police escort.
in perpetuity, using only the inAfterwards, Jerzy Nowak, the
terest generated from the prinnew director of Virginia Tech’s
cipal endowment for an annual
Center for Peace Studies, and
scholarship.
the husband of slain faculty
“I challenge my Hokie
member, Jocelyne Couturefriends to contribute their conNowak, who also died on April
See Hogs4Hokies, page 6
16, 2007, and his colleague
Scott Johnson provided the ridVia Department of
ers with a tour of the reopened
Civil
and Environmental
Norris Hall.
Engineering
Salzano said he “would like
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Tech nationally and internationally.”
The quality of Easterling’s research has been recognized several times, including his selection by the American Society of Civil Engineers
for the Walter L. Huber Civil
Engineering Research Prize
and his selection to be the
2002 T.R. Higgins Lecturer by
the American Institute of Steel
Construction.

He is also known as a
dedicated classroom instructor,
concentrating in the structural
engineering and steel design
coursework.
Easterling earned his
bachelor and master’s degrees
in civil engineering from West
Virginia University (WVU) in
1981 and in 1983, respectively.
WVU inducted him in its Academy of Civil Engineers in 2007.
He received his doctorate from

Iowa State University in structural engineering in 1987.
He is a member of the
American Institute of Steel
Construction, American Society of Civil Engineers, American Society of Engineering
Education, International Association for Bridge and Structural Engineering, Structural
Stability Research Council,
Chi Epsilon, Phi Kappa Phi,
and Tau Beta Pi.
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Land Development Design Initiative receives national recognition
By Patrick Fay
The National Council of
Examiners for Engineering and
Surveying (NCEES) recognized Virginia Tech’s Charles
E. Via Jr. Department of Civil
and Environmental Engineering’s (CEE) Land Development
Design Initiative (LDDI) during
the department’s recent Alumni
Board meeting.
NCEES representative
Wiley V. “Bif” Johnson of Hurt
& Proffitt presented the award
to the initiative’s coordinator,
Randy Dymond, who is also a
CEE associate professor. The
award honors the department’s
award-winning submission in
the 2009 NCEES engineering
award competition.
The 2009 NCEES Engineering Award for Connecting
Professional Practice and Education recognizes engineering
programs that demonstrate
meaningful partnerships between professional engineers

Young, and the large number of
and students. The 28 submisindividuals and firms from the
sions were judged by NCEES
land development design commembers and representatives
munity could be appropriately
from academic institutions and
characterized as a true labor of
professional engineering orgalove within [the initiative],” said
nizations. Virginia Tech’s LDDI
Bill Knocke, head of the Via
is one of six university proDepartment of CEE at Virginia
grams to receive an award.
Tech.
With the reduction in the
“Our
number of
available jobs “Our students are clearly students are
clearly the
putting a prethe beneficiaries of an
beneficiaries
mium on the
excellent educational
of an excellent
skill sets that
experience ...”
educational
graduating
experience through [the Land
students entering the workDevelopment Design Initiative],
force possess, “[The initiative]
and I’m very happy that these
has definitely emerged as a
efforts have been recognized
national leader in providing
by NCEES this year.”
these students with a distinct
With the help of profesadvantage,” states Kevin
sional practitioners representYoung, LDDI assistant coordiing some of the nation’s best
nator.
engineering firms, the initiative
“The [CEE] department is
has created a curriculum oriespecially proud of the recogniented toward land development
tion received by the [LDDI] prodesign as an integrated area of
gram from NCEES. The hard
civil engineering. Practitioners
work of Randy Dymond, Kevin

Back row, left to right: Tyson Catlett, Joe Arrowsmith, Bob Jansen, Kevin Young, Jeff Gilliland, Jeff
Lighthiser, and Mark Huffman. Front row, left to right: Bryan Stevenson, Michael Werder, Doug
Koch, Cameron Palmore, Bill Knocke, Randy Dymond, Bif Johnson, Louis Genuario, Gary Bowman, and Tommy Balzer.
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are fully integrated into the curriculum as instructors and mentors in the courses.
One major benefit to professional practitioners is that
they get an up-front and personal first look at the students.
By spending time working on
projects with these students,
practitioners get a chance to
see how these students perform in completing real world
tasks.
Tommy Balzer, executive vice-president of Balzer
and Associates, described the
value that these students bring,
“We typically start at the same
pay rate all our incoming engineers who have just graduated
from college. However, if one
of these graduates has participated in the LDDI, we start
them at the same rate that he
or she could expect after working here one year.”
Dymond added, “We
hope to reach out to other
departments on campus to
create a truly interdisciplinary
effort in land development.”
Dymond explained he hoped
to expand the efforts beyond
Virginia Tech, fully engaging
and collaborating with other
universities to make this a
truly national movement. “The
field of civil engineering is
changing in many ways,” he
explained, “Developing land in
a sustainable way takes skills
that go beyond the traditional
curriculum. We’re establishing
land development design as
a fundamental technical area,
and one that, by design, cross
pollinates our engineering students with students from other
disciplines.”
Seven LDDI-related courses will be offered in CEE in the
upcoming academic year.
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CEE faculty garner numerous awards
Virginia Tech’s College of Engineering
held its 12th annual engineering faculty
reception and announced the recipients of
numerous teaching, research and service
awards for 2009. Several civil and environmental engineering (CEE) faculty were
among the award recipients.
In the teaching innovation category,
CEE’s Chema de la Garza received one
of the honors. In his nomination, de la
Garza’s colleagues cited his development
of an innovative distance-learning course
called “Construction Industry Institute (CII)
Best Practices.”
It started in 2007 as a unique threecredit graduate course taught by CEE
faculty and executives of the CII, but only
at Virginia Tech during three weekend
mini-conferences. In 2008 de la Garza expanded the course to six weekend lectures
with students enrolled at five universities
around the U.S.
de la Garza’s design of this course
provided students with the opportunity to
see how some of the CII’s Best Practices
are put into practical application by leading
owners and contractors.
In the research category, Andrea
Dietrich of CEE earned an award. Dietrich
led the first successful CEE interdisciplinary proposal effort in the drinking water
area. It resulted in her team receiving one
of three $1.8 million NSF grants awarded
in the biocomplexity area. In the past five
years, her productivity has resulted in $2.9
million in research awarded to the university.
Dietrich and her students are active

in two Virginia Tech NSF IGERT programs
where her primary collaborators are from
the food science and technology, chemistry and geosciences departments. Since
2003, her interdisciplinary team has had
24 peer-reviewed research articles published or accepted.
She was the keynote speaker for the
2008 International Water Association’s
Off-Flavors in Aquatic Environmental Symposium, and in the past two years she was
an invited speaker at meetings in Korea,
Taiwan, France, and Canada.
In the service award category, William Knocke, CEE department head, took
home the honors. At the University level,
Knocke chairs the Department Heads
Council, provides leadership in the VT Advance program, and worked to change the
formula for the distribution of indirect cost
recovery funds.
CEE alumnus and Board of Visitors
member Doug Fahl credited Knocke with
the department’s achieving and maintaining a position among the top 10 graduate
and undergraduate programs in the U.S.
Furthermore, the department is among the
nation’s leaders in the production of CEE
graduates.
Falh also credited Knocke with guiding the Alumni Board in its increasing successes with its annual fund raising efforts,
supporting more student scholarships and
faculty awards.
The Virginia Section of the American
Society of Civil Engineers named Knocke
its 2008 Outstanding Civil Engineer.
In the Outstanding New Professor

category, CEE’s Pamela Murray-Tuite
received one of the awards. She is one of
five full-time CEE faculty at the national
Capitol region. To date, she has secured
two NSF sponsored projects, including
one as sole PI for the integration of household decision-making and transportation
simulation under no-notice evacuations.
She has published 17 peer-reviewed
journal articles and numerous other papers in the area of transportation infrastructure and household decision making
under emergency evacuation conditions.
In 2008, she established a research internship program for high school students in
Falls Church and Fairfax County.
She is a member of the Transportation Research Board and is on its Committee on Critical Transportation Infrastructure.
Sunil Sinha of CEE was named one
of the College’s Faculty Fellows. He joined
the CEE department in 2007, the same
year he received an NSF CAREER award.
He has approximately $1.5 million in active research funding at present, receiving
five proposal awards in his first 18 months
on campus. He has 24 refereed journal
articles and 27 refereed conference proceedings. He has four Ph.D. and seven
master’s candidates currently under his
supervision.
Collaboratively with CEE’s Marc Edwards, he has successfully built momentum for an ICTAS-based center that will
focus on water infrastructure systems.
Sinha has also played a critical role in
See Faculty, page 6
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Carin Roberts-Wollmann
is the 2009 recipient of the Civil
and Environmental Engineering
(CEE) Alumni Teaching Award.
This award is based solely
upon input received from the
CEE alumni who have graduated in the past four years. The
CEE Alumni Board is in charge
of this selection process.
Roberts-Wollmann concentrates her work in the
analysis of new materials and/
or construction techniques that
will create better bridges with
improved durability and less
maintenance. These characteristics translate into long-term

In 2008, Roberts-Wollsavings for bridge builders.
mann was named, along with
She brings her expertise
Elisa Sotelino and
to the classroom,
Tommy Cousins of the
and in 2006 it earned
CEE department, as
her the Precast/Prea principal investigastressed Concrete
tor on a $25.5 million
Institute’s Young
contract to establish
Educator Achievea long-term bridge
ment Award. The
performance program.
award recognizes
Virginia Tech is a
distinguished, young
subcontractor on this
educators in the
project sponsored by
fields of engineering,
architecture and con- Roberts-Wollmann the Federal Highway
Administration.
struction technology
Roberts-Wollmann, aswho made significant contribusociate professor of CEE, has
tions to the precast/prestressed
over 20 years of experience in
concrete industry.

Dymond wins Loganathan Award
Randy Dymond, associate professor of
land development design community. The
civil and environmental engineering (CEE),
professional engineering community in Viris the 2008 recipient of the G.V.
ginia has assisted Dymond in obLoganathan Faculty Achievement
taining the resources he needed
Award for Excellence in Civil Engifor this educational program.
neering Education.
He has also developed comThe award, presented by the
puter-aided design materials to
Virginia Tech chapter of the Amerisupport this program.
can Society of Civil Engineers
The Loganathan Award was
(ASCE), was previously named the
established in 2008 in memory
CEE Faculty Achievement Award.
of G.V. Loganathan, who was an
This award is given annually
award-winning professor in the
based upon the voting of current
department.
Dymond
students in the CEE Department.
Dymond has received numerDymond founded the Virginia
ous teaching awards, including
Tech Center for Geospatial Information
the University’s prestigious Wine Award in
Technology in 2003.
2006, the Dean’s Award for Excellence in
He has built an educational program
Teaching in 1998, and multiple College of
focused on land development design that
Engineering Certificates of Teaching Excelserves the needs of CEE students and the
lence.

Faculty

the areas of design and construction of prestressed concrete bridges and laboratory
and analytical research into the
behavior of concrete bridges.
She also has considerable
experience with field investigations of bridges. For her Ph.D.
research, Roberts-Wollmann
installed instrumentation in four
spans of the San Antonio “Y”
project, an urban viaduct constructed with post-tensioned
segmental box girders. She
monitored the instrumentation through the construction
process and for two years following.

Hogs4Hokies

from page 3
tinued support for the 32 lost
and all who were affected by
the events of that sorrowful
day,” Salzano said.
“I challenge you to make
a gift in their memory and
help us ensure that their
memories live on through
the Virginia Tech 32 Named
Memorial Endowment fund.
This fund will help support
endowed funds in each of
the names so that they will
always be honored and remembered,” he added.
Salzano and his brother
own Salzano Concrete,
providing services for both
residential and commercial
properties. It is located in
Centreville, Va.
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the development and filming of Liquid Assets: The Story of our Water Infrastructure.
This 90-minute documentary is appearing
on dozens of Public Broadcasting Systems
around the U.S.
One of the four recipients of a Certifi6 • CEE ALUMNI NEWS • SUMMER 2009

cate of Teaching Excellence was Randel
Dymond of CEE. Previously, Dymond received the 2008 CEE Alumni Teaching Excellence Award recipient, an award based
purely on input received from CEE alumni
who have graduated in the past four years.

He has build an educational program
focused on land development design that
serves the needs of CEE students and
the land development design engineering
community. In 2008 he also received a
Dean’s Award for Teaching Excellence.
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Myers and Vecellio honored for achievements
Virginia Tech’s College of Engineering
inducted two civil engineering (CE) alumni
into its Academy of Engineering Excellence in spring 2009. A. Ross Myers of
Worcester, Pa., who earned his bachelor’s
degree in CE from Virginia Tech in 1972,
and Leo A. Vecellio, Jr., of Palm Beach,
Fla., who earned his bachelor’s degree in
civil engineering from Virginia Tech in 1968,
joined an elite group of 90 individuals in
the academy out of more than 50,000 living
engineering alumni.
The College’s Academy of Engineering Excellence honors the truly exceptional
among its tens of thousands of alumni,
according to F. William Stephenson, past
dean of the college of engineering who created the academy in 1999.
A. ROSS MYERS
In 1939, Myers’ father and grandfather
sold six dairy cows in order to purchase a
dump truck, a symbolic beginning for their
new local hauling company, Allan A. Myers and Son, located in the Philadelphia
suburbs. More than 30 years later, in 1972,
Ross would join the family business. During
his first year with the company, it grossed
$200,000. Today, as the president and chief
executive officer, he acknowledges that if
the company doesn’t perform $200,000
worth of business in the first hour of every
day, it can’t break even.
Myers, an extremely successful giant
of today’s construction business, recalls
his rise to prominence started modestly.
He claims he was an adolescent “geek”. As
a young boy, he played with erector sets,
launching his ambitions to become a structural design engineer. At nine, he started
building his first car, gathering parts for a
1936 Ford. At 10, the young wizard set out
to create a hot rod that he eventually drove
to school when he came of age to have a
driver’s license. He laid his hands on an
engine at 13 and rebuilt the motor. Idleness
was never part of his personality.
Much later in his life, he would take
his engineering skills and compete professionally as a racecar driver, reaching top
speeds of 180 to 200 miles per hour on the
nation’s major tracks such as Watkins Glen,
Virginia International Raceway, and numer-

ous California settings. “Racing is good for
the heart, and clears out the mind,” Myers
said. And, it helps to “have a preservation
gene,” he smiled.
Myers started losing some of his selfdescribed “geekiness” as a college student,
becoming one of the founders of Sigma
Phi Epsilon, the first national fraternity at
Virginia Tech. “It was fun building this from
scratch. We raised the money, bought a
house, lived in it, and even hired a cook,”
he recalled. “I met a great bunch of friends
who I have had for the rest of my life, including John Lawson (the former Rector of
Virginia Tech’s Board of Visitors).”
His new-found proclivity towards a
social life was mixed with a steady co-operative education experience. He found positions during alternating academic quarters

with a number of diverse design firms. “I
learned that I really enjoyed the challenge
of the construction site as opposed to construction design, so when I graduated and
my father asked me to return to the company, I did,” Myers said.
Not too long after he returned to the
Philadelphia-based business, Myers faced
one of his most serious challenges. “I
almost bankrupted the company,” he divulged. He had provided an estimate for a
job on the Delaware River, but the day he
visited the site, he had not taken into consideration the differences between the low
and high tides of the massive body of water. The job cost his company much more
than the agreed upon price, and “it took
everything we had to get through the job. I
See Honored, page 7

Beth Myers pins a corsage on her husband’s lapel prior to his induction into
the Academy of Engineering Excellence.
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Honored

from page 6

learned a lot.”
Indeed, he did. Today, Myers’ renamed
company, American Infrastructure, consistently ranks in the top half of Engineering News Record’s annual Top 400 U.S.
Contractor’s List, the Top 50 Heavy and
Highway Contractors, and the Top 200 Environmental Engineering and Construction
Companies. “My father told me that in every
year that we were profitable, we could take
on a new challenge, and we only missed
one in 38 years,” he revealed.
American Infrastructure operates as
Allan A. Myers in Pennsylvania and Delaware, and as American Infrastructure in
Maryland and Virginia. Its various quarries and asphalt plants operate as Independence Construction Materials (ICM).
Together as American Infrastructure, it
maintains a network of local operating units
and construction materials to build infrastructure projects of all sizes throughout the
Mid-Atlantic.
Among American Infrastructure’s
numerous credits is the completion of the
largest highway construction project ever
awarded by the Pennsylvania Department
of Transportation, the Route 202/I-76/422
interchange. The project, started in 2001,
came in ahead of schedule, earning two
milestone bonuses and a citation from the
state’s governor.
The on-time, within budget construction job is what Myers is known for. “It
is very important to me to have fair and
ethical dealings with our workers and our
customers. We treat everyone equally …
My father and grandfather wanted a winwin in every relationship, or it was not a
relationship. The guy shoveling can be the
most important guy in the company,” Myers
asserted.
So, to reward the most dedicated
and committed people in the various operating units of the company, American
Infrastructure, under Mr. Ross’ guidance,
conceived and implemented a program to
build a depth of leadership that insures the
company’s growth and profitability well into
the future. Called Leadership Intensive,
the selected employees are provided an
18-month program of training, designed to
grow and hone their leadership skills.
8 • CEE ALUMNI NEWS • SUMMER 2009

Coming after the heels of Leadership Intensive, it’s no surprise that Myers
is one half of the key financial backers of
Virginia Tech’s Myers-Lawson School of
Construction where the primary focus is on
values-based leadership in the construction
industry. The school combined the strength
of two of Virginia Tech academic programs,
the Vecellio construction engineering and
management program and the building
construction department, to establish a new
standard for construction education and
research.
Myers and his fraternity brother, John
Lawson, II, shared equally in a $10 million
gift to start the school. Lawson is the president and CEO of W. M. Jordan Company,
Inc., headquartered in Newport News, and
the largest construction company based in
Virginia.
“My investment in Virginia Tech’s
School of Construction is providing the industry, including companies like mine, with
much needed, well-prepared, high content
human capital. Beyond that, I believe the
school is elevating the learning process to
produce leaders prepared to elevate an
industry,” Myers said.
“I always felt our construction industry,
about 10 percent of the Gross Domestic
Product of the country, is an unrecognized
field. To return to Virginia Tech and to be
able to start the school with John was a
way to give back to both Virginia Tech and
the industry. It is as exciting as it can get,
especially to come down and meet the
students. When people have passion, good
things happen,” he smiled.
The Myers-Lawson School of Construction, approved by Virginia’s State
Council of Higher Education in 2006, might
never have happened if the two had not become life-long friends and fraternity brothers. “Virginia Tech defined me as a person,”
Myers said. “They were five of the most
formative years of my life. Virginia Tech
really preached Ut Prosim, and as a young
person, I believed in the Honor System,
lived by it, and was proud of it.”
Myers’ emphasis on education at
American Infrastructure allows him many
personal rewards. “I marvel at how good
the people in our research and develop-

ment are. When people do it better than I
could have ever done it, and I see that a
lot, it gives me goose bumps, and is my
greatest reward,” he said.
Myers has been married to his wife
Beth for the past 20 years. They are the
parents of six children, and they enjoy family skiing vacations. Members of Virginia
Tech’s Ut Prosim Society, he is also a former member of the Advisory Board of the
Via Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering.
LEO VECELLIO, JR.
Young Leo spent Sunday dinners with
the Vecellio family in the 1940s and 1950s
where conversation usually blurred the
lines between business and personal conversation. Almost everyone at the table was
a member of the family business, Vecellio &
Grogan, established by Enrico Vecellio, son
Leo Vecellio and son-in-law Gene Grogan
in 1938. Talk revolved around the various
heavy/highway construction jobs that the
Beckley, W.Va.-based company had underway and the challenges they entailed –
weather issues, labor shortages, and other
concerns.
Today’s patriarch, third-generation
contractor Leo Vecellio, Jr., remembers
these conversations well; in fact, they are
some of his earliest childhood memories.
The spirited discussions fascinated him,
stirring his interest in the business he would
eventually join.
With the remarkable growth of the
family business over the years, though,
Vecellio & Grogan is just one topic of conversation these days. Leo and his wife
Kathryn, along with sons Christopher and
Michael – who represent the fourth generation of Vecellio leadership at the firm
– are the owners of the Vecellio Group, a
well-integrated network of companies and
divisions with operations in heavy/highway
contracting, commercial aggregates mining, petroleum logistics and more. The
group is regularly listed among America’s
top 200 contractors and among the top 25
in transportation construction. During the
past 30 years, the Vecellios have transformed the group by adding aggressive
growth strategies to their core values of
See Honored, page 9
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integrity, quality and service, extending
their reputation for success into new market areas and business ventures.
As a young boy, Vecellio felt the excitement of the construction industry call
out to him through the voice of his father.
It was “a thrilling thing” to be asked to ride
along to jobsites, he recalled. During high
school he worked summers with the company, developing his industry knowledge
and laying the foundation for his career. He
excelled in math and science and when he
graduated with his class of 470 at Woodrow
Wilson High School in Beckley, he served
as the salutatorian.
His father had graduated from CE at
Virginia Tech in 1938 and “may have been
more than subtle” in recommending the
school, Leo Jr., recalled with a smile. It was
a good fit for him, though, and the younger
Vecellio entered Virginia Tech as a member of the Corps of Cadets in 1964, the
first year military enrollment was optional.
“The discipline and order of the Corps has
stayed with me throughout my life,” he said.
His stint as chief judge of the university’s
Honor Court also helped mold the traits of
this future business icon.
He graduated with distinction from
the Air Force ROTC program on a Friday
in May of 1968, then had exactly one
weekend to drive to Atlanta and settle into
a new apartment before starting graduate
coursework the following Monday morning
at Georgia Tech. Every minute counted, as
the Air Force allowed him only 12 months to
finish his CE master’s degree in construction management, with a business minor.
He had overloaded his coursework as an
undergraduate, often taking a course or two
beyond the suggested maximum curriculum
load, and he took the same approach in
graduate school.
Having only two days off between his
undergraduate and graduate work was not
a problem either. “I have a Type A personality,” Vecellio explained. “I have always
had a lot of drive, and whenever I am in a
new place, I figure out my goals and work
to excel. It was either inherited or a virtue
learned at home, where excellence was
always demanded.”
A year later, with a master’s degree in

Leo and Kathryn Vecellio, and their sons Christopher and Michael, are the
owners of the Vecellio Group.
hand, the 22-year old reported for active
duty, planning and designing Air Force construction projects in the Philippines, Southeast Asia, Florida and California. Among his
military projects were the design of various
launching pads and tracking stations for
the U.S. space program. After completing
his tour of duty, he joined his father in the
family business. His grandfather Enrico and
uncle Gene had passed away by then, but
his aunt, Erma Vecellio Grogan, continued
her involvement in the company’s administration. Operations had expanded to include coal-mining, and even more changes
were on the way. “This was in 1973 and
the company was in transition. We had just
acquired the largest asphalt operation in
the state of West Virginia. I started looking
for ways to further diversify, and later that

decade championed the company’s expansion into Florida,” Vecellio said.
The 1979 acquisition of West Palm
Beach-based heavy/highway contractor
Rubin Construction, later renamed Ranger
Construction Industries, marked the start of
a remarkable growth period that has seen
an expansion, acquisition, or new start-up
every year since. After the death of his
father in 1996, Leo Vecellio, Jr., assumed
the full mantle of leadership as president,
chairman and CEO, ultimately reorganizing
the various business units into the Vecellio
Group. In addition to providing site development, road construction and asphalt
contracting in multiple markets in the southeastern U.S., operations in Florida include
a Miami limestone quarry ranked among
See Honored, page 11
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CEE Academy of Distinguished Alumni
In 1998, the Via Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering (CEE) and the CEE Alumni Board formally initiated the
CEE Alumni Achievement Awards Program as a means of honoring both younger alumni and those who have graduated from the
department years ago. Two award categories were created within
this program.
Alumni may be selected for induction into the Academy of
Distinguished Alumni based upon a review of their overall career
accomplishments and contributions to the profession, their community, and service to Virginia Tech. Also, younger alumni (within
15 years of graduation with their BS degree) may be selected to
receive an Outstanding Young Alumni Award.
Over the past 11 years, 74 CEE alumni have been inducted in
the Academy of Distinguished Alumni based upon their career accomplishments. The inductee Class of 2009 was comprised of the
following alumni:

• Mr. William A. Aden, Class of ‘68, MS 1972
• Mr. William F. Brittle, Class of ‘69
• Mr. Robert S. Miller, III, Class of ‘67
• Mr. Herbert W. Morgan, Class of ‘74
• Dr. Kenneth H. Murray, Class of ‘65, MS 1967, PhD 1969
• Mr. Joseph H. Rogers, Class of ‘65, MS 1966
• Mr. C. William Smith, Class of ‘47
Likewise, 32 CEE alumni have to date been selected to receive the Outstanding Young Alumni Award. Recipients of the 2009
award were:

• Mr. W. Scott Dewhirst, Class of ’93, MS 1997
• Ms. Sarah Carr Glenn, Class of ‘98
• Dr. Bryan Katz, Class of ’00, MS 2001, PhD 2007

Biographical sketches on each of those inducted may be found on the departmental website under the “Alumni” section (www.cee.
vt.edu).
Each year, the candidates considered for either award have come from nominations submitted directly to the CEE Department by
CEE alumni. Please feel free to use the mail-back nomination form below or send your suggestion to Sam Easterling, CEE Department
Head, via e-mail at seaster@vt.edu.

Academy of Distinguished Alumni
Nomination Form
Nominee’s Name_______________________________________________________________ Class of___________________
Nominee’s Address______________________________________________________________________________________
City_ _________________________________________________State___________________ ZIP______________________
Brief Statement of Nominee’s Career Accomplishments/Reason for Induction:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail your nomination to:
Dr. W. Samuel Easterling, Department Head
Via Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
200 Patton Hall, Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA 24061
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1960s
Viox III, James H. – B.S. ’64 – Recipient of the 2008 Kentucky Society of Professional Engineers’
(KSPE) Hall of Fame Award.
On April 25, 2008, Jim Viox was
given the organization’s highest honor; only the eighth time
in the society’s history that the
award had been presented. Jim
served in various roles within
KSPE including president, vice
president, and regional vice
president and is a past recipient
of KSPE’s Outstanding Engineer
in Private Practice Award and
Distinguished Service Award. In
June 2008, Jim was also recognized by the City of Erlanger for
40 years of service as the city
engineer.
Wertz Jr., Lewis E. – B.S. ’68 and
M.S. ’76 – Retired LTC with the
US Army Corps of Engineers,
completing his service in 1991.
From 1991-2006 he was an
engineer with the firm R&K Engineering, Inc. A double-retiree,
Lewis has been a part-time reservist with the Virginia Depart-
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ment of Emergency Management since 1997. He has been
married for over 40 years and
has two children and one granddaughter.
1970s
Chandler, Robert – M.S. ’76 – Retired from the Virginia Department of Transportation in November 2008, after 42 years.
1980s
Burgos, Bill – B.S. ’89, M.S. ’90
and Ph.D. ‘95 –Promoted to the
rank of full professor at Penn
State’s Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering.
1990s
Simon, Angela (Latrou) – M.S.
‘91 – Recently passed the Mississippi Contractors Licensing
Exam and will be licensed to
perform construction work in that
state. She is the qualifying agent
for Perini Corporation, Framingham, Ma., where she works as
a construction project engineer.
She is also a licensed contractor

in Ma., S.C., and N.C. Angela
has been married for 12 years
and has three children, ages 9,
7 and 4.
La Rue, Glenda (Patron) – B.S.
’91 and M.S. ’93 – Glenda and
her husband, Jeff La Rue, are
delighted to announce the birth
of their first child, a daughter,
Alexandra Grace La Rue, on
August 27, 2007. Glenda has
been the director of the Women
in Engineering program at Ohio
State University since 2003.
Walter, Benita (Calloway) – B.S.
’91 and M.S. ’93 – Welcomed
the birth of a son, Robert A.F.
Walter in November 2007.
Stone, James – B.S. ’93 and M.S.
’95 – Recently promoted to
associate professor of environmental engineering at the South
Dakota School of Mines and
Technology. He is always available to visit with Hokies traveling
through the beautiful black hills
of western South Dakota.
Rose, Andrew – Ph.D. ’95 – Received the 2008 President’s
Award for Teaching Excellence

from the University of Pittsburgh
at Johnstown (UPJ). Andrew,
an associate professor of civil
engineering technology, began
his career at UPJ in 1999 and
teaches courses in university
scholarship, as well as upper
level courses in the areas of
structural steel design, soils
engineering, foundation design,
concrete design, and advanced
structures. He has served as
the civil engineering technology
department head for three years.
Goodwin, R. Andrew – B.S. ’96 –
After graduation, Andy went on
to receive his M.S. and Ph.D.
from Cornell University. He is
now with the US Army Engineer
R&D Center in Portland, Ore.,
on the Cognitive Ecology and
Ecohydraulics Team.
Snead, Kathryn (Klawiter) – M.S.
’98 – Kathryn and her husband,
Ryan Snead, are delighted
to announce the birth of their
second daughter, Carolyn Rose
Snead, on April 24, 2009. Kathryn is an environmental scientist
Continued on next page

from page 9

the nation’s largest mining sites, and stateof-the-art petroleum terminals at the Port
of Palm Beach and Port Everglades. Subsidiaries also include alternative energy
development and a turn-key golf course
construction division that has built championship-level courses for the PGA Tour.
“My role now is the leader of the
team,” said Vecellio, “With our concentration of owners it is easier to be on the
leading edge, but to remain competitive we
have to be productive. We challenge all of
our team leaders, whether they are in the
field or in the office, on how they can be
more productive.” Under his guidance, the
group embraced the early use of Global
Positioning Systems to increase construction efficiency. And supervisors provide
better field overviews by filing their reports
on durable PC laptops enclosed in rugged
metal shells, necessary in their tough busi-

ness environment.
Last year, Vecellio’s reputation led
him to the position of chair of the American
Road and Transportation Builders Association, coming after a 10-year involvement
with the organization. He worked with
ARTBA primarily to press Congress for a
significant increase in federal highway and
transit investment as part of the reauthorization of the national Surface Transportation Act, due Oct. 1, 2009.
Vecellio serves on numerous civic,
government and business advisory boards.
He is active in the Economic Council of
Palm Beach County, serving as chair in
1989. He served for 18 years as chair of
the Joint Committee to Increase County
Government Efficiency of Palm Beach
County, and is a long-time member of the
Florida Council of 100, a statewide group of
corporate CEOs who are approved by the

Governor and strive to improve the Sunshine State’s quality of life.
The philanthropy of the Vecellio family
is well known. Vecellio is president of the
Vecellio Family Foundation and a former
trustee of the Beckley Area Foundation.
The Vecellio Family Foundation, founded
more than three decades ago, annually
awards scholarships to high school seniors
in West Virginia, where Vecellio & Grogan
was founded, and to dependents of its employees.
At Virginia Tech, the Vecellio family
has endowed the Construction Engineering
and Management Program with a $1 million gift. Vecellio and his wife are members
of Virginia Tech’s Ut Prosim Society and
the College of Engineering’s Committee
of 100. He was inducted into the Civil and
Environmental Engineering’s Academy of
Distinguished Alumni in 2006.
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with the USEPA and Ryan is a
statistician with General Dynamics.
2000s
Siegel, Kevin M. – B.S. ’01 and
M.S. ’03 –Group manager in the
facilities engineering division of
PBS&J.
Avci, Onur – M.S. ’02 and Ph.D.
’05 – Structural engineer with
Weidlinger Associates, Inc., in

New York City.
Mollerup, Jonathan and Laura –
B.S. ’03 – Welcomed the birth
of their first child, a son, Owen
Richard Mollerup on March 21,
2009.
Dix, Anna – B.S. ’04 – Awarded
one of the 2009 ASCE Young
Professional of the Year Awards
for her contribution to the development of the design process for
the “ductile link” tie-down system

used on dockside container
cranes.
Gerst, Michael – B.S. ’04 – Received “Best Paper of 2008”
Award from the publication Environmental Science and Technology. Mike is currently a research
associate with the Dartmouth
College Thayer School of Engineering.
Harris, Devin – Ph.D. ’07 – Selected as Outstanding Faculty mem-

ber by the students in the CEE
department at Michigan Tech.
Davis, Brad – Ph.D. ’08 – In his
first year and as a new faculty
member, Brad was selected
as the Outstanding Faculty
Member by the students of the
CEE department at University of
Kentucky.
Marshall, Justin – Ph.D. ’08 – Assistant professor in the CE department at Auburn University.

ALUMNI UPDATES
Your fellow alumni and the Via Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering want to keep in touch. Please let us
know about your activities and interests by filling in and returning this form to the address below. We look forward to hearing from you.
Name____________________________________________________________________________________________
Name while enrolled (if different from above)_____________________________________________________________
Address (home)____________________________________________________________________________________
Address (work)____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: Home_____________________________________ Office______________________________________
Degree / Major / Year_________________________________________________________________________________
Present Occupation / Title_____________________________________________________________________________
Employer_________________________________________________________________________________________
Provide any additional information you wish to have published in the next newsletter (promotions, professional or community activities and honors, family news, further education, photos, etc.). Continue on a separate sheet of paper if necessary.
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail your alumni updates to:
Estela P. Moen
Via Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
200 Patton Hall, Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA 24061
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This summer, Bill Knocke will officially
hand over the reins of the department to
Sam Easterling after 15 years as the department head. To celebrate Knocke’s accomplishments and strong leadership during his time as head, the CEE department
held a series of alumni receptions as a part
of the “Bill Knocke Farewell Tour.”
Receptions were held in Lynchburg,
Roanoke, Baltimore, Northern Virginia,
and Richmond. The turnout was fantastic,
ranging from a group of about 35 in Lynchburg to over 100 in Northern Virginia. All
attendees were enthusiastic about the opportunity to not only thank Knocke for his
time as department head, but to also catch
up with their fellow alumni.
Perhaps the most impressive aspect
of the receptions was that alumni of all
ages attended, ranging from folks who just
graduated in December 2008, to Class
of 1944 graduate Col. Richard Brownley.
At each reception, the reflections, toasts,
and roasts of Knocke’s time as department
head were lively contributions to an already
festive event. Participants noted that they
were happy to see a CEE alumni event
close to home that reunited them with
many of their former classmates. Knocke
enjoyed catching up with former students
and advisees as well as alumni who have
been positively impacted by his many contributions to the department.
Thanks again to Bill Knocke for everything he has done for the CEE department
over the past 15 years!
The receptions would not have been
possible without the generous contributions
and donations of the following companies:
Platinum Sponsor
HSMM AECOM Design
Gold Sponsors
Bowman Consulting
Wiley & Wilson
Silver Sponsors
Anderson & Associates, Inc.
Baker Process Equipment Co., Inc.
Black & Veatch Corporation
Draper Aden Associates
SMC Concrete Construction, Inc.
The Whiting-Turner Contracting Co.
Whitman, Requardt & Associates, LLP

Bill Knocke (left) discusses his future plans with Roanoke area CEE alumni.

Bill Aden (BSCE ’67, MSSAEN ’72), center, chatted with Vickie Mouras (BSCE ’79) and
professors Russell Green (Ph.D.CE ’01) and Cris Moen at the Roanoke CEE
alumni reception.
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2009 Alumni Board biographical sketches
NEW CHAIR

Amy Kohls Buehler,
P.E., S.E. became
the chair of the CEE
Alumni Board at the
April 2009 meeting.
Buehler is a structural
engineer, specializing
exclusively in bridge
design. Her bridge design and project management experience
Buehler
includes major worldclass bridges, focusing
on high profile, signature projects, bridges
in urban environments, and environmentally sensitive sites, with a construction value
exceeding $1.1 billion.
She has served in diverse leading roles on prominent projects around
the country. One of her favorite bridges
brought her back to Virginia Tech where
she served as the project engineer and
project manager for the Smart Road
Bridge, a part of VTTI’s Smart Road, Virginia Tech’s world-renowned transportation
research facility.
Buehler received her BS in civil engineering (CE) magna cum laude from The
Catholic University of America in Washington, DC in 1993. She earned her MS in CE
with emphasis on structures from Virginia
Tech in 1994.
She is a registered Professional Engineer in Texas and Florida, a Structural
Engineer in Illinois, and is certified by
NCEES.
She is active in the Texas Society of
Professional Engineers, serving as the
treasurer of the Dallas chapter and the
chair of the State Public Relations Committee. She is also a past-president of the Virginia Tech Alumni Association Dallas-Fort
Worth Chapter.
Buehler was named the 2007 Young
Engineer of the Year by the National Society of Professional Engineers and the 2006
Young Engineer of the Year for the State of
Texas by the Texas Society of Professional
Engineers. She also received the 2006
Outstanding Young Alumni Award from the
14 • CEE ALUMNI NEWS • SUMMER 2009

Virginia Tech Via Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering.
She resides in Dallas, Texas, with her
husband, Bob, and daughter, Audrey.
NEW MEMBERS

Bruce Bates received his B.S. in civil
engineering in 1979
and his M.S. in 1981,
both from Virginia
Tech.
Following graduation, he went to
work as a structural
engineer for Fluor
Corporation (now
Bates
Fluor Daniel) in Irvine,
California. In 1987 he
founded RISA Technologies, which he has
managed ever since.
RISA Technologies, LLC is a leading
developer of structural design and optimization software. Its products are used by
24 of the top 25 U.S. design firms and in
over 70 countries around the world for towers, skyscrapers, airports, stadiums, petrochemical facilities, bridges, roller coasters
and everything in between.
Bates is the original author of RISA3D, the flagship product of RISA Technologies. RISA-3D is the most widely used
structural analysis software in the United
States.
Bates is a registered Professional
Engineer in the state of California. He also
serves on the board of directors for BQE
Software, Inc. and DealerCentric, Inc.
He lives in Coto de Caza, California
with Lisa, his wife of 17 years, his daughters Carly (15), Makensie (13) and Sierra
(11), and two very large dogs.

Ray G. Curry,
Jr. graduated from
Virginia Tech in 1954
with a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering and served in the
U.S. Army from 1955
until 1957 in Okinawa
at the Far East Engineering Division as
a project engineer.
Curry
Upon his return, he
began working for the
business his father helped found, MOSESECCO.
In 1970, Curry formed his own highrise concrete construction company, SMC
Concrete Construction, Inc. He chose the
high-rise concrete industry in keeping with
his family tradition, education and prior
work experience.
He has more than 50 years of experience in the structural concrete business and has worked on more than 300
high-rise concrete construction projects in
the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area
including the Watergate Complex, Tysons
Corner Shopping Mall, and the Library of
Congress/National Audio Visual Conservation Center.
Curry is a member of the Virginia
Chapter of Associated Builders & Contractors (ABC), the D.C. Metropolitan Subcontractors Association, the Alexandria
Chamber of Commerce, the Fairfax County
Chamber of Commerce, the Alexandria
Building Industry Association, the District of
Columbia Building Industry Association, the
National Association of Industrial and Office Parks, the American Society for Concrete Construction, the American Concrete
Institute, the Concrete Reinforcing Steel
Institute, the Metropolitan Washington
Chapter of Associated Builder and Contractors, Grace Episcopal Church’s
Building Committee, Belle Haven Country
Club for which he is the director and building committee chairman.
He resides in Alexandria with his wife,
Madelyn. He has four daughters and seven
grandchildren.
See Board, page 15
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Jack E. Rinker,
P.E., is a founder of
Rinker Design Associates, P.C. (RDA),
formerly known as
Rinker-Detwiler and
Associates, P.C.
Located in Manassas, Va., RDA
offers engineering,
surveying, land surRinker
veying, land planning,
environmental services, and forensic engineering services to
public and private clients in the Northern
Virginia area.
During a major recession in the economy in the late 1980s and early 1990s,
RDA quickly adapted, reorganized, and
built a strategic plan to diversify its business and focus on the implementation of
cutting-edge technologies and training.
Rinker is a 1960 graduate of the CEE
Department and a founding partner of the
Engineers Surveyors Institute in Northern
Virginia.
During his time on the Alumni Board,

he has actively served as a mentor to CEE
undergraduates.
Philip A. Shucet
graduated in 1972
from the College of
Arts and Sciences
with a degree in history, and subsequently
landed a job with the
West Virginia Department of Highways
(DOH).
The DOH was
Shucet
looking for a college
grad with writing skills.
Willing to pay an extra $100 month for the
right person, Shucet eagerly took the job.
Working in the design division, he fell in
love with engineering and road construction.
Shucet went on to eventually become
the executive secretary of the WVDOH
before moving to Arizona in 1984 to accept
a position with the AZ DOT. At AZDOT he
first led the Environmental Planning Division before becoming the executive assis-

tant to the state highway engineer.
In 1989, Shucet decided to give the
private sector a try and went to work for
the Michael Baker Corporation. At Baker,
he served in several planning and design
leadership roles before becoming the
president of Baker Environmental Inc., then
Baker Mellon Stuart.
In 2002, Governor Mark Warner appointed him the commissioner of the Virginia DOT. While at VDOT, he increased
the number of PE- required positions from
four to over 200, demonstrating his strong
belief in professional registration.
It was during his term as commissioner that he became the “non-engineer, nonCEE alumni” member of the CEE Alumni
Board, a position he dearly cherishes.
Shucet started his own business, The
Philip A. Shucet Company, in December
2008 and continues to focus on his chosen
field of engineering and construction.
He lives in Virginia Beach with his
wife, Laura, their daughter Isabella, his son
Nick, his parents and Laura’s mother. The
Shucet household is literally “under one
roof.”

Note from 2009 Alumni Board chair

by Amy Kohls Buehler,
P.E., S.E., MSCE ’94
An end of a grand era is
upon us! This year marks the
15th year that Bill Knocke,
P.E. has served as the head
of the Via Department of
Civil and Environmental Engineering. As we reflect back
over his tenure, we realize
and appreciate the legacy of
excellence, strength, compassion, and selflessness
that Dr. Knocke has provided
to our beloved department.
Although it is bittersweet to see him step down
from this role, we are also
full of excitement as Sam
Easterling, P.E. has been

Alumni Board assisted the
selected to serve as the new
department head search comdepartment head. It has been
mittee with interviewing the
my honor to know of Dr. Eastnationwide candidates. Those
erling’s capabilities throughout
that assisted gave countmy career: experiencing his
less hours in
technical and
academic
The greatest privilege meetings and
expertise as
of being on the Alumni interviews to
provide feedhis former stuBoard is our interaction back. Many
dent; repeatthanks go to
edly hearing
with the students.
Tim Groover,
about his wellP.E., our former board chair,
respected industry reputation;
who led this alumni effort, and
and witnessing first-hand his
to this group of board memstrong administrative abilities
bers for their time and particiwhile he served as assistant
pation. The CEE alumni are
department head. Without
particularly grateful to Dean
hesitation, our department is
Richard Benson and to the
in extremely capable hands.
search committee for including
A group from the CEE

our input in the process.
And lastly, and perhaps
most importantly, I extend
my heartfelt congratulations to the 2009 graduates
from the Virginia Tech CEE
Department. The greatest
privilege of being on the
Alumni Board is our interaction with the students. We
have had the pleasure of
knowing many of this year’s
graduates since they were
freshmen, watching them
grow and evolve in their
passion and enthusiasm for
engineering and for Virginia
Tech. May your lives be filled
with much happiness and
great adventures!
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ASCE completes active, interesting year
Once again, the Virginia Tech student
chapter of the American Society of Civil
Engineers (ASCE) has seen a busy, productive year. With a full schedule of events
already in place for the 2008-2009 academic year, the chapter jumped right into
the full swing of business with the start of
the fall semester in August 2008.
ASCE kicked things off with the College of Engineering tailgate event where
members of the chapter spoke with underclassmen about ASCE as well as the civil
and environmental engineering (CEE) department in general. Potential “civies” were
given the opportunity to hear first-hand
what is so great about the CEE department
at Virginia Tech. The fall semester also saw
the continuation of a service project started
in the spring of 2008. The Argentina Book
Drive project was initiated after the CEE
department was contacted by Ramon Sandez of the National University of Santiago
del Estero in northern Argentina regarding
his development of the technical school
and need for technical study materials for
his students. The chapter responded with a

Virginia Tech’s freshman and sophomore ASCE members demonstrated
their ingenuity and resourcefulness during the 2009 Virginias Conference
Sandcastle Competition (thanks to the help of a nearby excavator operator).
The rules of the event stated that “anything found on the beach” could be
used — the judges agreed that the excavator was, indeed, on the beach.
summer-long book drive during which 242
books were collected. Sandez gratefully
received the books in September of 2008.
Meanwhile, the ASCE chapter’s

The 2009 Steel Bridge team
poses with this year’s
winning bridge.
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schedule of civil engineering presentations
continued to draw members of the CEE
community on a bi-weekly basis throughout
the year. Presentation topics varied across
the entire spectrum of the discipline, from
environmental engineering to construction
management, geotechnical engineering to
engineering ethics, and everything in between. Presentations attracted undergraduate students, graduate students, and the
occasional faculty. (There is no confirmed
connection between the free pizza and the
popularity of these meetings.)
Fall ASCE events included a field trip
to the construction site of the Blacksburg
Motor Company in October. The Blacksburg Motor Company is an historic building
in downtown Blacksburg that was recently
purchased by the municipality for use in
the expansion of its offices. The building
has undergone a thorough renovation to
restore it to its original look and “go green”
as the first LEED certified project in the
Town of Blacksburg.
Once again, the chapter hosted the
ever-popular fall icebreaker social event.
Upperclassmen and newcomers alike enjoyed an evening of pool, bowling, pizza,
and subs at the Squires Student Center.
See ASCE, page 17

ALUMNI NEWSLETTER 2009

ASCE

from page 16

The event aims to raise awareness of the
ASCE chapter while providing an atmosphere of fellowship among CEE students.
Membership remained a priority as ASCE
also participated in the SEC Engineering
Organization Showcase and the College
of Engineering Open House. Fundraising
continues to be a main concern as the
ASCE student chapter ultimately hopes to
be financially independent from the CEE
department, a goal that has proven considerably more challenging with the recent
turbulence of the economy.
In December, the chapter saw the
transition of its leadership as the outgoing
2008 officers handed off the baton to the
incoming 2009 officers. Upon the return
from winter break, Randy Dymond, the
ASCE chapter’s faculty advisor, was gracious enough to host the transition meeting
at his home. During this time, questions
and advice were exchanged between the
2008 and 2009 officer teams, and potential
goals for the new year were discussed
over a potluck dinner.
The new ASCE officer team hit the
ground running with plans for the Virginias
Conference in April where up to 12 schools
from throughout Virginia, West Virginia,
and the District of Columbia competed
against one another in a variety of competitions. The competitions ranged from oratory and technical paper competitions, to
steel bridge and concrete canoe competi-

The Virginia Tech ASCE student chapter had another successful Virginias Conference.

tions, to surveying and environmental competitions. Much of the spring semester was
dedicated to finalizing travel, construction,
and planning for this annual conference.
However, before embarking to Virginia
Beach for the Virginias Conference, several CEE students and faculty enjoyed a
friendly golf tournament with the Roanoke
ASCE Branch. The outing, which is held on
an annual basis, serves doubly as a networking opportunity between Virginia Tech
and Roanoke ASCE members as well as
a fundraiser for the Virginia Tech student
chapter. All participants enjoy the chance
to hit the links and mingle at this continually successful event.
The culmination of a semester of planning and a year of design, testing, and
practice was finally played out as 31 Virginia Tech ASCE members headed to Virginia
Beach for the Virginias
Conference, hosted this
year by Old Dominion
University. Virginia Tech
participated in all events,
placing in over half, with
the steel bridge and
concrete canoe teams
giving record performances.
The steel bridge
team again crushed the
competition. The bridge,
which weighed in at
Les Morris races the clock as judges look on. The team won
only 92 pounds, was
first place in construction speed, lightness, efficiency, and
more than 10 pounds
economy for an overall first place finish for yet another year.

lighter than last year’s bridge, and is rumored to be the lightest bridge not to fail in
steel bridge competition history. The team
placed first in the categories of lightness,
construction speed, efficiency, and economy, for an overall first place showing.
The next stop for the team was the
national ASCE conference in Las Vegas,
Nevada where they ranked fourth nationally overall, and second in two categories
(lightness and efficiency). The competition
between the top five schools was so tight
that minor points made the difference between first and fourth.
The concrete canoe team also rocked
the competition at the Virginias Conference. After an intense, all-day battle on
the water during which two canoes from
other universities flooded, the Virginia Tech
team came in second place on the races.
Combined with a first place finish in both
the presentation and final product subcategories, the concrete canoe team barely
missed first place overall. Returning for
the second year of competition after a long
break, the concrete canoe team positioned
itself for another strong showing next year.
ASCE finished off the 2008-2009-academic year with an enjoyable and relaxing
afternoon of hamburgers and hotdogs,
some casual sports, and beautiful weather
at the annual spring picnic.
The Virginia Tech chapter of ASCE
is excited for yet another year as it seeks
to promote the ideals of professionalism
and service within the CEE community at
Virginia Tech.
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NASTT: New student organization debuts
The 2008-2009 academic
year brought a new student
organization to the CEE department. The Virginia Tech student
chapter of the North American
Society for Trenchless Technology (NASTT) held its inaugural
meeting in the spring 2009
semester.
NASTT is dedicated to
trenchless technology for the
evaluation, service, renovation,
and replacement of existing
underground structures.
Further, NASTT supports
the construction of new public
utilities without the digging of
trenches. This goal can be
achieved by implementing sensing and mapping techniques for
underground guidance, tunneling devices, and other specialized machinery, materials, and
equipment.
Sunil Sinha, the NASTT
faculty advisor, started this organization in order to get more
students involved in and aware
of the trenchless technology in
North America. NASTT officers

NASTT members and Sunil Sinha (center) attend the International No Dig Conference in Toronto,
Canada.
work to raise awareness of the
impact that trenchless technology can have in society, and
motivate students to become
active participants in this organization.
This past spring semester,
seven graduate students attended the International No Dig
Conference in Toronto, Canada
hosted by the International So-

ciety for Trenchless Technology
(ISTT) and the North American
Society for Trenchless Technology (NASTT).
Throughout this conference, the officers had the opportunity to explore exhibits,
attend paper sessions, meet
employers within the industry,
and network with other student
chapters to learn new ideas.

CEE student Rajyalakshmi Kola stands next to her first-place entry in the student poster
competition at the International No Dig Conference in Toronto, Canada.
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During this conference,
Virginia Tech was well represented as several students
won awards and a scholarship.
Rajyalakshmi Kola and Manu
Agarwal won first and second
place in the student poster
competition which represented
their current research. Alison
St. Clair won one of the four
Rain for Rent Scholarships. The
team of Saumil Maniar and Rajyalakshmi Kola won honorable
mention for the closed circuited
television (CCTV) student competition, where student teams
evaluated CCTV videos and
photographs to identify various
sewer line characteristics such
as pipe material, cracks, and
failures.
During the summer and upcoming semesters, the Virginia
Tech NASTT student chapter
plans to attend Road Shows,
the 2010 No Dig show in Chicago, Ill., pipe manufacturing
plants and other trenchless
projects around Blacksburg.
For more information regarding this newly organized
student chapter please visit
www.nastt.org.vt.edu.
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CMAA connects students and industry
The Construction Management Association of America (CMAA) student chapter
at Virginia Tech has completed its third
successful year. The officers continue to
provide students interested in construction
management as a profession with a sense
of the roles and responsibilities of a construction manager.
CMAA has been active this academic
year. To begin, the Hyatt Regency in San
Francisco, Calif., was home to the 2008
CMAA National Conference and Trade
Show. CMAA sent three officers, Brent
Brown, Amit Alai, and Kyle Jacocks to represent the organization. The theme for the
event was Ahead of the Curve … On Top of
the Trends.
CMAA officers attended educational
sessions which were based on a variety of
topics. They also attended a boat tour on
the U.S.S. Potomac of San Francisco’s Bay
Bridge, a 1.2 mile-long Skyway, that once
completed in 2013, will be the largest selfanchored suspension bridge ever built.
In the fall, the CMAA student chapter
at Virginia Tech organized a discussion
panel as a part of the Fall Construction Career Fair, sponsored by the Myers-Lawson
School of Construction and the Vecellio
Construction and Engineering Management
Program. Representatives from American
Infrastructure (AI) and BE&K gave their
own perspectives on what it means to be
a construction manager. CMAA’s special
guests included Walter Fedrowitz and Cory
Curtin from AI and Emily Prince and Robert
Orrison from BE&K. The goal of this discussion panel was to give students an idea of
what to expect and what to look for when
they pursue a career in construction management.
Skanska USA Building Inc. hosted a
group discussion, a presentation, and a site
tour of the new Carillion Clinic and Virginia
Tech Medical School in Roanoke, Va., for
CMAA students. Some interesting features
of the clinic included its green roof, which
is one of Roanoke’s first buildings to have
such an environmentally-friendly roof system, a removable window system on the
building’s first floor for easy MRI deliveries,

CMAA members visit the BMW Manufacturing Plant in Spartanburg, S.C.
and the ever-popular Hokie stone facade.
On April 3 & 4, a group of students
from CMAA travelled to the BMW Manufacturing Plant in Spartanburg, S.C., for
the chapter’s annual spring field trip. The
trip was hosted by Global Performance, a
subsidiary of Mustang Engineering. In a
joint venture with Faithful+Gould, Global
Performance is providing construction
management services for BMW’s $750 million investment, which includes a new 1.3
million square foot assembly plant for the
2010 X3, as well as expansion of the existing paint shop and energy center. The work
is expected to be completed in early 2010.
On April 30, 28 engineering students

and faculty took the Oath of the Engineer,
which was organized by the CMAA student
chapter. Diane Folz, a faculty member of
the department of materials and science
engineering, conducted the prestigious ceremony and led the new members through
the pledge to practice the profession with
integrity and sound ethics.
Once the candidates formally accepted
the “Obligation of an Engineer,” all members received a stainless steel ring to be
worn as a symbol on the fifth finger of the
working hand.
For more information on the CMAA
student chapter at Virginia Tech, visit http://
www.cmaa.org.vt.edu.

CMAA members participate in the 2008 National Conference and Trade Show in San
Francisco, Calif.
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ATES enjoys a very successful year
“Big Brother is watching.”
That is the feeling that one gets
when standing in the Virginia

Department of Transportation’s
(VDOT) Hampton Roads Traffic
Management Center’s (HRT-

Fall 2008, ATES members and their hosts meet during their visit
to Adam Construction’s Asphalt Plant and Salem Stone Quarry.

The Sustainable Land Development
Club (SLDC) became an officially recognized student organization in the fall of
2008 –– its first monumental step towards
establishing a solid club.
With the aid of CEE faculty members
Kevin Young and Randy Dymond, and
working closely with the Land Development
Design Initiative (LDDI), the SLDC has
taken off running.
The club does not limit itself to academic pursuits, but also engages in activities outside of the classroom including field
trips, football tailgates, community service,
and information sessions to make students
aware of the career opportunities in land
development design.
The land development design curriculum has been growing in popularity among
students in the CEE department, with
unique professional mentoring opportunities available in several classes.
The spring 2009 semester was the
first for a new special studies course, Sustainable Land Development. Through this
class, many members of SLDC were able
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MC) control room. It monitors
the Hampton Roads area with
270 CCTV cameras displayed
on over 70 screens. Luckily,
HRTMC consists of eight divisions that all aim to create a
safer driving environment in the
area and are not diabolically
motivated.
A visit to this facility was
part of the Alliance of Transportation Engineering Students
(ATES) field trip in the summer
of 2008.
ATES students enjoyed a
presentation that gave an overview of all the responsibilities
of the department, a tour of the
control room, and an up-close
inspection of one of the safety
service patrol trucks that can-

to gain knowledge about sustainable development in a classroom environment.
The long-term strategy for SLDC is
to maintain a close relationship with LDDI,
as well as coordinate events with the new
Sustainable Land Development class at

vas over 113 miles of roadway
in the area. These trucks are
equipped with traffic control devices, fuel, tools, etc., in order
to provide support to incidents
and to keep traffic moving in a
safe and effective manner.
The next trip involved exploring the Virginia Transportation Research Council (VTRC)
facility in Charlottesville. An
informational session was followed by a tour, capping off a
two-day trip that involved students from the Blacksburg and
Northern Virginia campuses.
ATES kicked off the 20082009 academic school year with
a welcome barbeque for the
new graduate students. This
See ATES, page 21

Virginia Tech.
This spring, SLDC said farewell to its
first president, graduating senior Tyson
Catlett, and welcomed a junior presidentelect for the 2009-2010 academic year,
Mallory Barkdull.

The SLDC officers are working closely with the Land Development Design Initiative.
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meet-and-greet between faculty
and students introduced the
new students to the transportation program at Tech. The following months were highlighted
by a multitude of educational
field trips including visits to the
Virginia Tech Transportation
Initiative (VTTI)’s open house,
VDOT’s Salem District office,
and Blacksburg’s asphalt plant
and rock quarry.
The group also took on
the initiative of starting the
ATES transportation engineering seminar series, which by
all measures has been a great
success. Presenters for the
seminar series included prominent speakers from all sectors
of transportation engineering: government, academia,
industry, and professional organizations. These esteemed
speakers included: Dean Karen
DePauw, Virginia Tech vice
provost and dean of graduate
school; Richard Clifton, national
president of the American Society of Highway Engineers, and
a Virginia Tech graduate; Mike
Dodson, vice-president of HDR
Engineering, a top 500 fortune
company, and also a Virginia
Tech graduate; Mike Meyer,
world renowned transportation
expert and Georgia Tech CE
former department head; Mike
Dreznes, vice-president of Barrier Systems Inc, and previous
president of the International
Road Federation; Tom Dingus,
director of the VTTI; and Terry
Thompson, director of strategic
development at Metron Aviation Inc.
ATES ventured to Radford in April on a team-building
experience as members attempted to conquer the challenge of scaling a rock wall.

Unfortunately, halfway through
the two-hour reservation, most
team members were sitting on
the sidelines, exhausted. This
trip allowed everyone to bond
as they encouraged each other
up the wall … and griped about
their sore muscles over the next
couple days.
ATES did not miss participating in Virginia Tech’s “Big
Event,” on April 19th where
students volunteer their time to
send a message of gratitude

to the New River Valley community.
ATES members had the
honor of spending that morning cleaning the windows for
a 98-years-young woman in
Blacksburg. ATES participants
were greeted with beautiful
smiles and rewarded with cookies and homemade lemonade
once the task was completed.
All students involved felt quite
honored when an e-mail was
sent to the department head

complimenting their efforts and
positive attitude.
Over the summer, ATES
members embarked on the final
escapade of the academic year
as they ventured to Northern
Virginia to tour the FHWA’s
Turner Fairbanks Highway
Research Center and VDOT’s
Traffic Control Center. This
event marked the end of a fun
year of ATES activities that kept
the officers busy and members
excited.
The ATES
members
traveled to
VDOT’s Traffic
Operations
Center in
Hampton Roads,
Va.

The ATES members participate
in Virginia Tech’s “Big Event.”
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Moen
fills new
position
for CEE
department
Estela Patron Moen does
not see herself as a typical engineer. “I used to make a joke
that I was a retired engineer
by 29,” Moen said. “I may have
left the consulting world, but
I always kept my love of the
profession.”
Moen comes from a family
of engineers with Virginia Tech
connections. Her father, Greg
Patron, received a master’s
degree in industrial engineering
and her sister, Glenda Patron
La Rue, received her BS and
MS in civil engineering (CE)
from Virginia Tech. Her mom,
Linda Patron, was an environmental engineer with the
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality for 30 years
and worked with Drs. Bill Cox
and G.V. Loganathan during
that time.
Moen received her BS in
CE from Duke University in
1996 and her MS in CE from
the University of Virginia (UVA)
in 1998 with a concentration
in water resources. During her
time at UVA, she conducted
her research through the Virginia Transportation Research
Council (VTRC). She went on
to work in Baltimore and New
York City as a consulting engineer focused on stormwater
management, drainage, stream
morphology and bridge hydraulics. She received her professional engineer license in the
state of New York in 2002, and
worked for another year before

Estela Moen
craving a career change. She
explained, “The aspects of my
job that I enjoyed the most
were interacting with the community. Speaking to community
groups was a task that my supervisors usually dreaded, but
I loved it!”
Meanwhile, during her
time in New York, Moen became involved with The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
(LLS) by running a marathon
in honor of a friend who had
passed away from leukemia.
Ironically, a year after completing that marathon, she was
diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma, a rare form of cancer
that is most common in young
adults age 18-34. She stayed
active with LLS while undergoing chemotherapy, and when
an opportunity to work for the
organization arose in 2003,
she made the difficult decision
to leave CE for the non-profit
world.
In remission from lym-
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phoma, she went on to work
for LLS for five years as a
fundraising campaign manager for the organization’s
two largest programs – Team
In Training and the Light The
Night Walk – in the Baltimore
and Washington, DC areas.
During that time, she focused
on fundraising and event planning and helped “ordinary
folks” raise over $4 million for
the organization. In her spare
time, she was a motivational
speaker for LLS, sharing her
story of her battle with cancer.
She also completed two more
marathons and a half-marathon
while fundraising for the organization, personally raising over
$20,000. “Working for LLS was
a 24/7 job. It was my career
and my hobby,” she said.
When Moen’s husband
Cris accepted a position as an
assistant professor in the CEE
department at Virginia Tech in
2008, she knew that she would
be unable to continue her job

with LLS. However, she was
presented with a unique opportunity to bring her two careers
together into one position. “Dr.
Knocke sent me an e-mail one
day and said he had a vision
of this position that would help
support some of the department’s needs, and he felt like I
would be a good fit,” she said.
Today, Moen finds herself
wearing several hats for the
CEE department. She serves
as an academic advisor to 150
undergraduates, composes
and publishes a quarterly CEE
alumni e-newsletter, plans and
executes CEE alumni events
(including the CEE alumni receptions this past spring and
the upcoming CEE Homecoming this fall), and serves as a
liaison between CEE alumni
and the department. This fall,
she will also take over the Professional & Legal Issues in Engineering class, formerly taught
by Tony Songer.
See MOEN, page 23
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Moen believes that her
ability to interact with both students and alumni is a rare and
exciting opportunity. “It really
is the best of both worlds,” she
said. “I have been away from
the technical side of engineering for quite a few years, but I
know what it feels like to be a
CEE undergraduate student,
so I think I have a lot to offer
them. I have also been in the
field so I know what lies ahead
for them and the tools that
they will need to be better prepared for the real world. From
an alumna standpoint, I know
what I would like to see from
my alma maters, so I try to provide that to the CEE Hokies.”
Still, Moen acknowledged

Honors

that she does not have all the
answers. “It’s all a learning
process, but that is the beauty
of this position. I thrive on feedback and just want to provide
the best possible experience
for our students and alumni.
In a way, I really do work for
them.”
This includes her sister,
a CEE alumna, who is thrilled
that Estela and her husband
Cris have effectively continued
the legacy of a family of Virginia Tech engineers!
Moen encourages all
alumni to reach out to her
if you have any questions,
concerns or feedback for the
CEE department. She can be
reached at epmoen@vt.edu.

First annual CEE
homecoming announced
Save the date – October 10, 2009
is the first annual CEE Homecoming!
Blacksburg is most beautiful in the month of October, so
why not visit with your fellow CEE Alumni and watch the
Hokies take on Boston College?
Save the date of Oct. 10, 2009 for the first annual CEE
Homecoming. Activities will include an Open House at
Patton Hall including the newly dedicated Loganathan
Library, student project displays, refreshments and
more.
If you plan to stop by, please RSVP to Estela Moen at
epmoen@vt.edu so we can be sure to have enough
food and drinks for everyone!

from page 2

his reflections as a student, a
colleague, and now a consulting engineer. His emotional,
moving words to the crowd of
several hundred brought tears
to many eyes. He recalled April
16, 2007 “as a watershed moment” that forever changed the
“world as we know it.”
“The scope of the project
far exceeded our original expectations,” acknowledged W.
Sam Easterling, CEE professor who is assuming the role
of department headship from
Knocke beginning with the
2009-10 academic year. He
credited Lynn Eichhorn, the executive director of the University Planning, Design and Construction Services with taking
“this bull by the horns. She and
her team solicited donations of
material, equipment and labor
from the variety of contractors,
suppliers, and vendors.
“She contributed her
staff’s time for planning, design
and construction services,”

Easterling added, saying the
CEE department owed “Lynn
and her team of professionals
within her office a tremendous
debt of gratitude.”
Donations of equipment,
furniture, materials, and/or
labor for the Patton Hall Memorial Project came from the following vendors: State Electric
Supply, USM, Varnery, Inc.,
AireCo Supply, Inc., Mitsubishi
Electric, The Mohawk Group,
Miller Electric Company, Harris
Contractors, Inc., and Creative
Glass and Mirror, Inc.
The CEE Tributes Committee members were: students
Teresa Chen, Sherri Cook,
Mike Mobile, and Chris Strock;
staff members Shelia Collins
and Merry-Gayle Moeller; and
faculty representatives Jeff
Connor, Randy Dymond, Vinod
Lohani, and Mark Widdowson.
In addition to the renovation, the CEE department
established an annual remembrance speaker series and the

Leslie Roberts Gregg, left, presents a copy of the portrait of
G.V. Loganathan that she unveiled at the Patton Hall dedication
ceremony to the Loganathan family.
formal marking and dedication
of the survey course located
near the Virginia Tech Duckpond.
With the latter, the CEE
department has now formalized
the establishment of five markers in honor of Loganathan and
four of the graduate student
teaching assistants killed that
day: Brian R. Bluhm of Cedar
Rapids, Iowa, Matthew Gregory Gwaltney of Chesterfield,
Va., Juan Ramón Ortiz-Ortiz
of Bayamón, Puerto Rico, and

Waleed Mohamed Shaalan
of Zagazig, Egypt. A plaque
explaining these markers will
hang at the Duckpond adjacent
to the survey course.
Other members of the
CEE family honored with the
renovation and who were killed
that day were: Jeremy Michael
Herbstritt of Bellefonte, Pa.,
Jarrett Lee Lane of Narrows,
Va., Partahi Mamora “Mora”
Halomoan Lumbantoruan of
Jakarta, Indonesia, and Daniel
Patrick O’Neil of Lincoln, R.I.
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POLO SHIRT ORDER FORM
CEE is selling short-sleeve polo shirts that include the “VT” logo along with the “Via Department of
Civil and Environmental Engineering” phrase under the logo. The shirts are 100% cotton, black or
“Hokie” maroon in color, and of very high quality. The cost for each shirt is , including handling and
postage. Baseball caps are also available at each. Please complete the order form below:
Name:_ ________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
T-Shirt size (circle one) S M L XL XXL

If you need further information, call Donna Sanzenbach or Val Dymond at 540-231-6635.
Make your check payable to “Virginia Tech Foundation, Inc.” and mail to the following address:
Donna Sanzenbach
Via Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
200 Patton Hall, Virginia Tech
Blacksburg VA 24061

