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FREFACE:

THE ARTILLERY BATTERY

Artillery is popularly known as the "King of Battle."
This description refers to the artillery's ability to in-
fluence warfare while remaining slightly above the conflict
itself. Cavalry and infantry units are forced to fight on
a primitive level, but the artillery is usually able to
remain on a higher plane by avoiding hand-to-hand combat
and using their power of indirect fire in the majority of
their fighting.

The Civil Wer occurred before artillery could fully
develop the skill and technology necessary to elevate it-
self above the other combat branches. Artillery units
moved as integral parts of cuvalry and infantry. They
were frequently forced to perform the chores of inf.ntry
and to provide their own support. Despite these similar-
itiés, the artillery was entirely distinct from either of
the other combat branches.

The role of cavalry and infantry units is relatively

easy to understand because they have always been utilized



and organized in much the same manner, Artillery, however,
has been forced to adapt itself to constantly changing con-
ditions. Terminology, tactics and organization in the
"King of Battle" are different than other combat branches
and change with each new war,

For these reasons, a brief study of the Civil War
artillery battery is included. The reasder should care-
fully consider this material in order to understand pro-
perly the complexity of the unit to be discussed.

The Confederate army did not establish a tactical or-
ganization table for its artillery units, the number of
men and artillery pieces varying from battery to battery.
The armament of the Rockbridge Artillery, for example,
fluctuated throughout the war, The unit left Lexington
with two pieces, increased to eight guns in 1862, and was
later reduced to six pieces., The battery normally carried
from four to six guns, with six being the optimum number,
This lack of uniformity extended to the type and caliber
of weapons within the battery, thereby creating many prob-
lems of ammunition resupply.1

The number of men in an artillery unit also varied.,

Seventy-eight initially enlisted in the Rockbridge Artillery.

1Edward A, Moore, The Story of a Cannoneer under Stone-
wall Jackson (Lynchburg, 1910), 263-6b. Hereafter cited as
Moore, Cannoneer,




On April 21, 1862, when the unit had 250 members, the Con-
federate government established a limit of 150 men per bat-
tery.2

The term "battery" was used to denote a company-sized
artillery unit of about 150-200 men and was the basic unit
upon which maneuvers were based. The battery was composed

of two or more "sections,"

each containing two platoons.
The combination of one piece and one caisson comprised an
artillery platoon. The battery commander held the rank of
captain, with lieutenants and sergeants leading sections
and platoons, respectively. The first lieutenant general-
1y remaineéd in command of the battery wagons and handled
all matters of resupply.3
The battery "trains" (resupply and baggage vehicles)
normally consisted of at least six extra caissons, a tra-
velling forge, a battery wagon and any wagons required to
carry extra fodder, food or equipment. As the war pro-
gressed, the number of extra wagons allowed each battery
greatly diminished. Each vehicle in the unit required the

use of three drivers and six horses. Numerous other in-

dividuals with special duties found themselves attached to

2Muster rolls of the Rockbridge Artillery, Rockbridge
County Courthouse, Lexington, Va.; L. M. Blackford to his
mother, Apr. 2, 1862, Blackford Family Papers (typescript),
Alderman Library, University of Virginia.

3Jack Coggins, Arms and Equipment of the Civil War
(New York, 1962), 63.




battery headquarters: the blacksmith, the surgeon, two
buglers, the guidon bearer, two staff sergeants, and other
individuals with special functions.t

A sergeant led each artillery platoon, which nor-
mally contained eighteen men. His platoon was divided into
two parts, each commanded by a corporal. The weapon and
its limber comprised one portion; the caisson with its lim=-

5

ber was the other, The gun crew consisted of nine men,
while the sergeant (chief of piece), six drivers, snd two
men detailed to restrain the horses during engagements com=-
posed the remainder of the artillery platoon.

“When engaged in battle, each member of the gun crew
had a specific duty to perform. The following is a list
of the individuals in the gun crew by position and their
functions in battle. The "Number One'" man swabbed the bar-
rel and operated the handspike (to ram the shell home).
"Number Two" placed the shell in the barrel. The function
of the "Number Three'" man was to hold his finger on the
vent until the shell was rammed home., "Number Four'" pulled

the lanysrd that fired the weapon. The "Number Five' man

cerried the shell from the limber chest to the piece.

b1bid.

5'I'he term "limber" refers to the detachable portion of
the piece or caisson to which the horses were att=ched.
The caisson c.urried the szmmunition chests.



Ideally, this distance was six yards. 'Number Six" and
"Number Seven" stayed at the limber chest and handed rounds
to "Number Five." The responsibility of cutting the fuses
to the proper lengths also fell to "Number Zix,.," The "Num-
ber Eight” man remained with the caisson (eleven yards be-
hind the limber} snd helped resupply the limber chest when
it rsn low., The ninth man in the gun crew was the corporal
who aimed the piece.

Each artillery platoon carried four ammunition chests
as an integral part of its cquirment, One chest rode with
the gun and three on the caisson. Each chest contained
from thirty-tic {for a twelve-~pcuncer) to fifty rounds of
ammunition {for a six-pcunder). When fully loaded, each
platoon thus carried a minimum of 128 rounds of ammunition.
The type of ammunition usually varied from piece to piece,
there being no set amount of any one type required.7

The artillery battery was normally deployed on the
firing line, sometimes even in advance of the infantry.
The twin factors of terrain and relatively short range of
the pieces limited the effectiveness of the battery. The
cannoneers also contended with problems of faulty ammuni-

tion and fuses, These problems frequently forced the unit

6Coggins, Arms and Equipment, 63-65, 70,

TTbid., 69.



to accompany the infantry in the attack. While moving,
the battery utilized only two basic formations: the col-
umn when moving in a non-tactical situation and the line
when enemy contact was imminent. The battery column be-
came the primary formation because it facilitated control.
In this formation the platoons moved in single file. The
line formation was favored in the attack because it made
full use of the unit's potentiel firepower. In this forma-
tion the platoons moved forward abreast., Artillerymen a=-
dapted their tactics to fit the prevailing conditions.8

The only tangible advantage to be gained from becoming
an artilleryman during the Civil War was that guard duty
was generally less frequent there than in other branches of
the army. The battery usually furnished one man to watch
the pieces and one man to look after the horses. The unit
was not responsible for providing a perimeter guerd; infan-
try and cavalry units generally encircled the artillery,
thus providing a protective barrier. This protective force
allowed the cannoneers to escape the tedium of guard duty.

The standard Confederate artillery battery is impossi-
ble to describe because no such battery existed. A typical,
yet in many ways totally unique, battery was the Rockbridge

Artillery.

8H. G. Bishop, Field Artillery: The King of Battles
(Boston, 1935), Sl.




CHAPTER I

THE ROCKBRIDGE ARTILLERY IS BORN AND BAPTIZED

Confederate shells bursting over Fort Sumter in April,
1861, elicited President Abraham Lincoln's call for volun-
teers, This plea forced Virginia to secede from the Union
and brought into existence one of the most celebrated and
distinct units in the Civil War, the Rockbridge Artillery.

Much of the Rockbridge Artillery's fame and uniqueness
can and should be attributed to the individuals comprising
it. The unit attracted many of the South's finest youths.
These men were not poorly educated; they were fine examples
of Southern manhood--the best she could offer, A brief sum-
mary of the educational background should be sufficient to
illustrate this point. 1In May, 1861, the roster of the
Rockbridge Artillery contained seven men who held the Mas-
ter of Arts degree from the University of Virginia. During
the war, twenty-eight college graduates and twenty-five
theological students joined the battery, and forty-five of
its members eventually obtained commissions in the Confede-
rate army. This impressive record can be attributed to two

factors: the battle record of the unit and the fame of one



of its commanders, the Rev., Williem N. Pendleton. Proof
of Pendleton's fame is evidenced by the fact that the unit
was constently besieged with recuests for positions with
the battery. At one point the Confederate govermment even
considered expanding the battery to battalion size (at least
twice that allowable for a battery) but eventually dis-
carded the idea. One prospective member of the unit in-
formed his parents that he "wrote this morning to Col. Pen-
dleton to ask a place in his company, unconditionslly, pro-
vided he remains in commend « « « If he gives up the Com-
pany I should think again before entering it "
The fine men initially attracted by the fame of Pendle-
ton, a2 well-known Episcopalian minister and skilled artil-
lerist, eventually induced other equally well-prepared in-
dividuals to join the unit. This process continued through-
out the war and helped make the Rockbridge Artillery famous.
Following Virginis's secession from the United States,
war fever gripped Rockbridge County. On April 19, 1861, a
group of individuals decided to form an artillery companye.
Several other volunteer units had already left Lexington

for the Confederate encampment a2t Harper's Ferry, Virginia.

1Confederate Veteran, XXiXVI (1928), L9. See also ibid.,
XVII (1909), 340; L. M. Blackford to his father, Aug. 3,
1861, Blackford Family Papers.




Within two days, seventy men joined the new company. It
then held formal elections for its officers, with John
McCausland, the principal organizer, elected first battery
commander.2

McCausland was born September 13, 1837, in St. Louis,
Missouri, yet his family soon moved to Point Pleasant, Vir-
ginia., 1In 1857, he graduated from the Virginia Military
Institute at the head of a class of twenty-three, McCaus-
land continued his education for an additional year at the
University of Virginia., In 1859, he returned to his alma
mater as Assistant Professor of Mathematics and Assistant
Instructor in Tactics.3

Although McCausland was elected to fill the post of
battery commander, he was allowed to remein in that position
only eight days. On April 29, he was transferred to the Ka-
I

ndwha Valley district for the purpose of recruiting troops.

2Muster rolls of the Rockbridge Artillery, Rockbridge
County Courthouse, Lexington, Va.

3John McCausland alumni file, Virginia Military Institute,
Lexington, Va.; Confederate Veteran, XXXV (1927), 88.

uMcCausland orgsnized the 36th Virginia Infantry Regiment
and became its first commanding officer. He then trans-
ferred to the cavalry and, on May 2, 186l,, was promoted to
brigadier generzl. In July, 186l, he captured Chambersburg,
Pa., and ordered it put to the torch. McCausland never sur-
rendered to the Federal army. After the war he exiled him-
self from the country for two years; upon his return, he
farmed until his death in 1927. McCausland file, V. M. I.
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During his short term as commander of the Rockbridge
Artillery, Captain McCausland had his battery of recruits
spend as much time as possible in daily drill. The battery
had no skilled srtillerists or weapons at this time; yet
the unit learned artillery drill quickly and well. Profi-
ciency was attained only through hard work and long hours
of practice. The men drilled enthusiatically with the cadet
battery of two pieces from nearby Virginia Militery Insti-
tute. The commander of the unit, early in its formative
period, instituted a schedule of three drill sessions per
day on the parade ground of the Institute: one before
breskfast; one at about 11 A.M.; and the third five hours
later., The first drill period was generally devoted to the
imaginary loading and firing of the pieces. This drill pro-
vided the men with a sound knowledge of the fundaomentals
of artillery fire. The last two daily sessions utilized,
whenever possible, the full complement of horses and men
and stressed toctical maneuvers in the field. These maneu-
vers encbled the men to acquire confidence in themselves and
gave them at least an acquaintance with basic artillery tac-
tics. Laoter commenders of the battery continued this policy
of freguent practice sessions even after the unit became com-
bat-hzrdened. Although unable to meintazin the three-per-day

schedule, the csnnoneers did drill frequently and thus
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retained their high level of proficiency.5

Then Cept. McCauslend received crders transferring him
to the Kanawha Valley district, two members of the bottery--
John McD, Alexander =nd J. Bowyer Brockenbrough-~-approached
the Rev, illiam N. Pendleton and asked if he would consent
te drill the unit, for he was cne o¢f the few skilled artil-
lerists in the area. He recdily agreed to do so and con=-
ducted the drills 71ith great enthusiasm. He refused, how-
ever to accept form~l command of the unit vhen it was first
offered Lim., On May 1, 1761, he chonged his mind and donned
the '"butternut gray" of the Confederacy ~s the new commander
of the Roclibridge Artillery.6

William MNelson Pendleton wns born December 26, 1809,
in Richmond. In 1830, he gradu:ted from the United States
Militery Academy at West Point as the fifth-ranked member of
his class and entered the army as a lieutenant of artillery.
He served three years on active duty. 1In 1838, the Episco-
palian Church ordcined him a priest, and, in 1853, he ar=-
rived in Lexington, where he served as the rector of Grace

Episcopsl Church until the outbreak of the war.7

5Clement D. Fishburne, "Memoirs," Alderman Library, Uni-
versity of Virginia, 127, 129.

6Susan P. Lee (ed.), Memoirs of William Nelson Pendleton,
D.D. (Philadelphia, 1893), 137-38. Hereafter cited as Lee,
Pendleton.

7William G. Bean, Stonewall's Man: Sandie Pendleton
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Although the new commander encouraged the battery to
devote as much time as possible to daily drill, a welcome
break in the routine occurred vhen, on May 3, 1861, the
ladies of Lexington presented the battery with its first
and only unit flag. Sergeant J. Cole Davis accepted the
flag on behalf of the unit and delivered an appropriate ad-
dress to the assembled townspeople.

Captain Pendleton left Lexington on May 9 to journey
to Richmond in an attempt to procure two more weapons and
other necessary equipment for his unit. The following day,
the remainder of the battery left Lexington and proceeded
north to join Col. Thomas J. Jackson's brigade at Harper's
Ferry., Colonel Jackson, a professor at the Virginia Mili-
tary Institute before the war, had assumed command of the
Confederate forces at Harper's Ferry immediately after its
capture., Captain Pendleton's orders required him to pro-
ceed to Jackson's location with all possible speed. The
unit was to bring with it all artillery pieces and integral
equipment., The armament of the Rockbridge Artillery at
this time consisted of only two light six-pounder smooth=-
bore pieces (formerly the property of the cadet battery at
Ve M. I.). On May 11, the unit, under the command of execu-

tive officer J. Bowyer Brockenbrough, arrived in Staunton

8Lexington Gazette, May 9, 1861,
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and rejoined Pendleton. On the following dey, the bhattery
offici 11y erlictecd in the service of the Jorfederacy. At
this time, a tot=l of seventy-eight men (L officers, 3 ser-
geants, € corpor:ls, end (5 privates) constituted tlL.e hot=-
ter':;.9

L 1list of the prewar occupations shows thst the unit
had great diversificeticr end a rathier urban background to

combine with its high educational level,

Laborers 1
Farmers

Lawyers

Students

Teachers
Carpenters
Blacksmiths
Distillers
Plasterers
Merchant's Clerks
ilotel Clerks
Yagoners

Stone Masons
Miners

ASEIVIVE VIS CIVERVERN , o xS I s NN N =y

Other occupations initially represented in the battery in-
cluded; the clergy; cooper; manager; trader; blacksmith's

apprentice; harness maker; baker; physician; miller; cobbler

9Lee, Pendleton, 140; U.S. War Department (comp.), llar
of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the 0fficial Records of
the Unlon and Confederate Armies {Washington, 10660-1901), II,
022, Hereafter cited as OR. A discrepancy exists in the
date of the mustering and the number of men mustered in with
the unit. The muster rolls of the Rockbridge Artillery,
Rockbridge County Courthouse, Lexington, Va., state that
only seventy-seven men enlisted on May 11, 1861. For a ros-
ter of the original battery members, see Appendix I.




1

snd coppersmith. The Rockbridge Artillery drew its mem=-
bers from all walks of life, a factor which helped it con-
siderably during the war. The combination of urban back-
ground and high degree of education helped make the unit's
weeks in camp more enjoyable.1o

As the battery marched briskly northward, civilians
along the route waved and cheered. The residents of the
Shenandoah Valley did not yet know of war's horrors and
hardships, but they would soon learn. On May 15, the unit
arrived at Harper's Ferry and joined Jackson's brigade. The
battery's armament was soon supplemented by the addition of
two weapons: a brass U.S. Army six-pounder of the usual
weight and a brass U.S., Army twelve-pounder, The battery
now possessed four pieces, but, owing to an absence of cais-
sons, it still had no means of carrying an adequate supply
of ammunition. To resolve this problem, the men converteed
ordinary farm wagons into acceptable caissons that served
them well through two major engagements.11

The battery passed the time at Camp Stevens in drill.
Although several individuals improvised shelters that pro-

vided them with some measure of protection, the men did not

10Original muster roll of the Rockbridge Artillery,
William N, Pendleton Papers, Duke University Library.

11L°°’ Pendleton, 14l; Fishburne, "Memoirs," 123,
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have the proper equipment and slept without the benefit of
tents., The attitude of the unit at this time was simply
that the war scare was overemphasized. Many of the men con-
sidered the expedition to Harper's Ferry an enjoyable man-
ner to spend the summer months. Private Clement D. Fish-
burne regarded the whole affair as a picnic.1

Life at Camp Stevens was not without alarms. On at
least two occasions, reports of enemy activity in the area
interrupted the easy routine. When Gen. Joseph E. Johnston
assumed command of the Valley forces, the battery was di-
vided into its two sections: one section, under Capt. Pen-
dleton, together with a protective force of infantry, was
moved to the newly-established Camp Johnston in Berkeley
County, Va.; the other section, under the command of Lt.
Brockenbrough, was sent to Shepherdstown. Captsin Pendle-
ton stated that, even though his battery had been required
to do a great deal of maerching and hard work in establishing
the new camp, the men drilled with their usual enthusiasm,
The state of 2 unit's morale can usually be measured in
terms of the number of men on sick call and the number of

deserters., Pendleton was proud of the fact that sickness

12Ibid.; Lee, Pendleton, 1lJi; Fishburne, "Memoirs," 129.
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was not a problem in his unit. The relatively few malin-
gerers and deserters from the battery stand as a tribute to
the individuals who comprised it.13

On June 15, the Confederates advanced toward Martins-
burg, Va., to protect the area from a suspected Federal
threat, The battery quickly established its position and
prepared itself for impending hostilities, None of the in-
experienced members of the Rockbridge Artillery anticipated
the long and bitter struggle that lay ahead. Hearts and
minds were filled with the glory of doing battle for their
homeland. The Confeder:te cause, they felt, was just;
therefore, God would protect them. The fortunes of war soon
removed these illusions.“L

The first notice of impending hostilities appeured on
July 2, when a Federal army under the command of Gen. Robert
Patterson crossed the Potomac River at Williamsport and
moved on Martinsburg. At 7:30 A.M., the advance was re-
ported to Col. Jackson, who ordered Col. Kenton Harper's
regiment of infantry and the Rockbridge Artillery forward
to halt the Feder:l advsasnce as long as possible. Jackson

decided to march his small force in a checking movement on

"3Lee, Pendleton, 1L2-lli.
Wibid., 14L-L5.
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Fatterson's army; he assumed ccrmsnd of the task force and
moved 1t two miles closer to the Federals. At this point
he ordered three of the battery's four guns left bvehind in
order to avoid the loss of valuable ecuipment in the event
his force was overpcwered, Moreover, Jackson desired to
avoid a pitched battle at &ll costs, owing to the superior

15
numbers of ratterson's ammy, -

Harper's regiment and the emsining piece, still under
Jackson's overall command, advanced approximately one mile
farther until the enemy came into view. The infantry wes
deployecd =2s skirmishers and the artillery piece was placed
in tlie resr until its best possible position could be deter-
mined., As the Confeder:ites advanced, they were met with a
heavy volley of Federal fire., The Southerners then fell
back in an orderly withdrawal.16

As the Federa2l troops surged forward to press their ad-
vaent ige, they made one costly mistake, a mistake that has
destroyed many armies and taken away countless victories.

In their enthusiasm the Federals concentrated themselves

within the area of the road, thus providing an easy target

for the Confederate artillery. The congestion proved to be

15Confederate Veteran, XXX (1922), 93; OR, II, LT72, 185-86.
16

Lexington Gazette, July 18, 1861,
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the one factor needed to call the single artillery piece in-
to action, and Capt. Pendleton wasted no time in opening
fire. He was a body of Federal cavalry forming on the road
and ordered the gun aimed in that direction. His order for
opening fire was: '"Steady, now; aim at the horses'
knees."17 This command was to stand them in good stead for
many battles throughout the long years of the war. The ef-
fect of this Bhot was spectacular, for the body of cavalry
was no longer in evidence once the smoke cleared.18

The skirmish at Hainesville (or Falling Waters) did not
last long, but it established the Rockbridge Artillery as
an effective fighting force. Although the piece engaged at
Hainesville fired only six to eight rounds, it fired them
effectively., Not only did the unit become engaged with the
Federal infantry and cavalry, but also silenced a Federal
artillery piece. Although the Federal commanders could not
huve known exactly how many Confederates opposed them, they
did estimate that they were fired on by a battery of four
rifled pieces rather than the single smoothbore which actu-
ally opposed them. This was quite an achievement for an

inexperienced artillery unit.19

"TIbid.; Lee, Pendleton, 146.

18Lexington Gazette, July 18, 1861.

19Lee, Pendleton, 16,
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then the superior Federal forces were about to outflank
the Confederates, Col. Jackson quickly withdrew his forces,
again in an orderly manner. The inexperience of the Con-
federates became evident when one member of the battery com-
plained to his corpor:l of the Federal forces continuing to
fire on the Confederate withdrawal. He demanded to know if
"tany thing like this /was/ ever heard of in civilized war-

11720 yeedless to say,

farel--firing on a retreating foe!
the corporal did not bother to slow his retreat in order to
answer the misguided private.

The engegement proved very successful for the Confede-
rates. Their goals (to protect the withdrawal of the bag-
gage trains and to impede the Federal advance) were easily
achieved with small cost to themselves. Total Confederate
losses were two killed and ten wounded while the battery
escaped unharmed., The Confederates proved themselves vic-
torious in still enother way. Colonel J. E. B, Stuart and
his cavalry succeeded in capturing forty-nine prisoners,
including two officers. All these factors pointed to a
Confederate victory in the first skirmish in the Shenandoch
Valley. The Rockbridge Artillery contributed significantly

to this victory by providing excellent artillery support

2095, II, 472; Clement D. Fishburne, "Memoirs of Thomas J.
Jackson," Alderman Library, University of Virginia, 16-17.
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and, incidentally, firing the first cannon shot of the Civil
War in the Shenandosh Valley.o

Upon their withdrswal from the bsttlefield, the Con-
feder.tes consolidated their forces snd readied themselves
for the suspected Federsl .dv.nce. The attack never took
place; thus, on July 3, Col. Jackson marched his troops to
Darksville and rejoined Gen. Johnston's command.22

On July 7, the army gathered its equipment and headed
back to the old encampment at Winchester. The troops re-
mained at this location for eleven days without serious in-
cident. They readied themselves for the battles which all
knew to be forthcoming. Equipment was cleaned and repaired.
Drill w:s held daily. The general tedium of camp life was
resumed as if nothing had hsppened. Letters were written
to loved ones at home, books read, znd religious services
frequented, These methods of filling leisure time soon grew
to be important parts of Confederste camp life, life that
was still relatively carefree. Letters written home often

served as disiries., The most populur books resd by members

of the battery were romantic novels, with Sir Valter Scott

2195; 11, 185-86; Lee, Pendleton, 1L6.

22U.S. National Archives, "Compiled Service Records of
Confederaste Soldiers “ho Served in Organizations from the
State of Virginisz," Film No. 301. Hereafter cited as "Con-
federate Service Records,"



21

being mong the favorite authors.23 Finally, frequent at-
tendance at church services engaged much of the soldiers'!
leisure.

Service to God proved to be the most popular method
of passing the weary hours in camp. The battery's members
were a pious lot, partly becesuse their ceptain was a minis-
ter, but largely as a result of their own convictions. Most
Confederote soldiers were devout irmedialtely before battle.
This devotion is not unusual in the history of war, One
member of the battery remarked that he could always tell
when battle wes imminent because of the profusion of
playing cords 2long the roadside. Lc added that he "never
saw or heesrd of a Bible or prayer-book being cuzst =side at
such a2 time, but cards were always thrown awety."eLL This
spur-of-the-moment piety was not the type found in the Rock-
bridge Artillery. With leaders such as Thomas J. "Stone-
wall" Jackson and Capt. Pendleton standing before them as
examples, the men filled themselves with a genuine reverence
for God. When no church services were available, an indi-
vidual would often conduct prayer meetings in his tent.

One such individual stated that the troops met for meetings

23L. M. Blackford to his mother, Sept. 20, 1861, Black-
ford Family Papers.

‘Moore, Cannoneer, 218,
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twice during the week and twice on Sunday (when they were
unable to attend formal church services). Commanding offi=-
cers allowed troops to attend religious services whenever
possible, but at times events precluded regular church at-
tendance., Jackson, when forced to fight or march on Sunday,
often designated 2nother day of the week as the ”Sabbath."25
On July 18, the serenity and tedium of camp life in
the Confederate camp at VWinchester was broken when Gen,
Johnston received orders to proceed to Manassas Junction
with all possible speed. The infentry units marched briskly
to the nearby railroad junction, boarded trains, and were
rapidly whisked eastward to meet the Federal threat. How=-
ever, the Rockbridge Artillery, together with the other
artillery butteries, was not so fortunate. Because the
weapons and equipment of the artillery were so awkward and
heavy, and the problems of transporting horses by rail were
so numerous, the battery was forced to proceed to Msnassas
Junction afoot. The journey took two days and, at 2 P.M,.
on July 20, the tired and dusty unit moved into a protected
position to rest the rem2inder of the day. Each man knew

thaet a fierce battle would teke place shortly and that he

25L. M. Blackford to his mother, Jan. 16, 1862, Blackford
Family Papers.,
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might not survive to see another day. Yet the few short

hours of rest offered them were eagerly accepted and en-

joyed.26

26"Confederate Service Records," Film No. 3071; Lee, Pen-
dleton, 147-48.



CHAPTER II
THE SEASONING OF A BATTERY

Members of the battery awakened on the morning of
July 21, 1861, somewhat refreshed from the long march of
the preceding two days. Although battle was imminent, the
unit was initially allowed to escape the horrors of war.

Yet the respite was to be short-lived.

Although Pendleton had been promoted to colonel and
held the post of Gen. Johnston's Chief of Artillery, he re-
tzined command of the Rockbridge Artillery during the battle
of First Manssses, 'hen hostilities commenced, Pendleton
:nd the bitteries of his commund, with the exception of
the Rockbridge Artillery and Alburtis' Battery, moved to
the front and assumed brttle positions., General Jackson
initially ordered one gun of the battery to accompany Pen-
dleton to the front but changed his mind later when it was
noted that the gun would be placed in a highly exposed posi-
tion. The two reserve batteries were positioned nesr the

army headgquarters and told to await further orders.1

'or, II, 977; LI, pt. 1, 34-35.

2l



25

The long-awaited orders to edvance came at 11:30 A.M.,
when Brigadier Generals Pierre G. T. 2e uregard (the senior
Confederate officer present at FFirst Manassas) and J. E.
Johnston ordered Pendleton forwerd with one reserve bat-
tery. Pendleton natur.lly chose the Rockbridge Artillery
and they galloped forward together. The other reserve bat-
tery was ordered to follow Pendleton a short while later.
The unit arrived at its new location, about four miles away,
and established itself by noon. Upon its arrival, Jackson
directed Pendleton in the placement of the pieces but al=-
lowed the commander to aim them. Pendleton supervised the
aiming and the fuse=-cutting as well as maintaining his posi-
tion as overall artillery commander for the Army of the
Shenandoah.2

Once the battery had assumed its position, it quickly
opened fire on the enemy. It continued to fire for ap-
proximately three hours until ordered by Jackson to pull
back to Lewis Ridge which was located behind their position
on Henry House Rill., Enemy infantry had crept too near and
the Confederate infantry was going to charge. This advance
would leave the artillery unprotected. Jackson thus felt it

necessary to withdraw the batteries from the immediate area.,

°Ibid., II, 475, 481-82; Lee, Pendleton, 149.
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Both Alburtis' Buttery and the Rockbridge Artillery pulled
back at this time, with one piece from the latter unit re-
maining in position to protect the withdrawal. The single
plece continued to fire until the others were safely out
of danger, then rejoined the battery in a reserve position.
At 3:30 P.M., when Jackson gave the order to advance, his
First Brigade moved forwird and soon swept the enemy from
the field. The charge won both the day and a place in
history for the Stonewall Brigade.3
In his report of the battle, Johnston praised the con-
duct and effectiveness of the battery:
They were opposed to batteries far superior
in the number, r.nge, and equipment of their guns,
with educated officers and thoroughly instructed
soldiers . . . yet they exhibited as much superi-
o?ity to the epemy.in skill as ?n courage. .Tpeiru
fire was superior in both rapidity and precision.
With praise such ss this from its commanding general, it
is small wonder that the Rockbridge Artillery was soon
considered an invaluable asset to any unit fortunate enough
to have its support.

The effects of battle did not show themselves until

after the conflict., Men in battle do not usually realize

3@’ LI, pt. 1, 34=36.
ulbid., I1, L76.
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fear. They sense great danger but are able to cope with
it., After the conflict is ended, however, the realization
of what has just taken place, and the thought of what might
have occurred, assume a dominant position in the mind. One
soldier who had just experienced his first taste of battle
stated that, during the conflict, "I was conscious of being
in danger, but right there I telt was the place where I
ought to be . . + My observing, thinking and reasoning
facilities were nor'mal.5
Another common characteristic of soldiers under fire
is a sudden unguenchesble thirst. Many members of the unit
found this to be true snd sought to alleviate the thirst
at the battle's end. A diligent seerch produced only one
well with potable wster, This well was recguired for the
use of the nearby hospital snd had been decl=zred "off
limits" to the soldiers. In spite of the order against
using the well, the battle-weary cannoneers of the Rock~-
bridge Artillery hoped to obtain relief; yet, on their re-
turn, they found the well gusrded by a sentinel who refused
to listen to their pleas. They were thus forced to endure

their parched throats throughout the night.6

5Col. William T. Poague, "Some Reminiscences for my
Children," 9., Typescript in ', T. Poague file, Virginis
Militsry Institute, Lexington, Va. Hereafter cited as
Po :gue, "Reminiscences,"”

6Fishburne, "Memoirs."
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The men received permission to visit the battlefield
thst evening. Members of the Rockbridge Artillery did
quite well for themselves in the search for spoils; no
longer would they have to be content with the inferior Con-
federate eguipment. The Federals, in theilr haste to escape
capture or death, had thrown away canteens, tents, packs
and much other valuable ecuipment that wes eagerly seized
by the Confederate soldiers,

The most important items to be acquired in this man-
ner were caissons and :rtillery harness for the horses. As
previously st~ted, the b:ttery had been forced to convert
ordinary farm wagons into acceptable caissons.7 The con=-
version was to be temporary until regular caissons could be
built. At Manassas the battery received new ones with the
compliments of the Federal army. The Confederste army also
ceptured large amounts of ammunition and weapons from the
Union army, and replaced inefficient weapons with superior
Feceral guns, In addition to the ceissons already men-
tioned, the bettery received four additional weapons after
First Manassas: two ten-pounder Parrott rifles and two U.S.

Army six-pounders, ‘he latter two wespons replaced the

7A1though the malke-chift caiscons were considered "sc-
ceptable,"” they still hed one major fault. The ammunition
chests vere c-rried sgo lLigh that the "Number BEight" man weas
forced to climb on top of the wagon to secure smmunition,
thus expocing himself wnduly to enemy fire., Iishburne,

"emoirs,"”
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guns of the V. M, I. cadet battery. All guns were now
fully-ecquipped with both harness and horses, most of which
had been captured from the Federals.8

As dawn broke on July 22, torrential rains fell on
the battlefield. Clement D, Fishburne and several of his
messmates hit upon a plan for obtaining water. They de-
cided to go to the Lewis house and catch the rain water
running off the roof. This plan, which appeared feasible
at the time, contnined one major flaw: the house had been
converted into = hospital, with the operating room located
on the second floor., The roof below the room was strewn
with amputated limbs, and the rain water passing over this
bloody mass of human flesh quickly lost its appeal to
thirsty soldiers who quickly decided to continue their
search for water in another direction.9

Although the members of the battery were forced to en-
dure their great thirst, no man complained too bitterly of
war's horrors, for the unit emerged from the battle un-
harmed. Because of the nature of their work, artillerymen
were forced to expose themselves frequently to hostile
fire. Casualties normally ran high. First Manassas, how=

ever, was the second major engagement of the war from which

8Ibid.

9Toid.
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the unit sustained no casualties.1o
On July 23, the battery received some unsettling news.
Their commnder, Col. Pendleton, had been relieved of his
duties with the unit :nd given full responsibility for the
artillery of Johnston's Army of the Shenandoah. Although
the men h:d gre:t confidence in their leader and did not
want to lose him, they reslized that Fendleton, with his
experience and knowledge, could best serve the Confederate
czuse in 2 more significent position.11
The new commander of the Rockbridge Artillery was 'il-
liam McLoughlin, a Lexington lawyer. On April 29, 1861, he
had joined the unit and was mustered into the Confederate
army two weeks later, He served as the senior Second Lieu-
tenant of the battery in the first two engagements. Al-
though Pendleton retesined command of the unit during the
first b-ttle 't lMansssss, Lt. McLeughlin directed much of
the zctusl firing. One colleague s=2id thot McLaughlin's

"pearing wes superb, standing between his guns giving
(&) p 3 jo] O

1OMoore, Csnnoneer, 25,

11"Confederate service Records," Film Ilo. 303, Pendleton
continmed =s Chief of Artillery for the Army of the Shenan-
doch until April, 1862, when he was promoted to brigedier
gener~l ‘nd nemed Chief of "rtillery for the Army of Yorth-
ern Virginis, IHe cerved in this position until ' r's end,
thien resumed his duties 2c rector of the Grace Enisconal
Church in Leington until his death on Jan. 15, 1883, 3can,
Stonewall's I~-n, l-%; Lee, Pencleton, 137-38.
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w12 He

directions and wrntching the effect of the shots,
was popular with his troops and proved an able officer,
The battery remained enc:=mped on the battlefield for
several dsys following the cessation of hostilities., On
August 2, Jeckson secured permission to move his camp to
a new position one mile east of Centreville. The stench
of rotting flesh, both human and animal, plus a threatened
attack of typhoid fever necessitated the move. Members of
the Rockbridge Artillery were more than willing to leave
"Camp Maggot" for the more pleasant and healthy surround-
ings of Camp Harmun.13
Lieutenant McLaughlin's initial tour as battery com-
mander lasted only seventeen deys. On August 10, executive
officer J. Bowyer Brockenbrough returned to the unit and
assumed his place as interim commander. Brockenbrough re-
tained command only four days, for unit elections held on
August 1, resulted in the elevation of McLaughlin to the
battery's commind. Brockenbrough did retain his post as

battery executive officer but would not consent to serve

under McLaughlin., Hence, on August 26, he resigned his

12)riginal muster roll of the Rockbridge Artillery, Wil-
liam N. Pendleton Papers, Duke University Library; Poague,
"Reminiscences," 9.

13Fishburne, "Memoirs,"
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commission and left the ar.my.“L
As the days at Camp Harman turned into weeks, the Rock-
bridge Artillery grew in strength. Recruits arrivea daily
and the unit soon swelled to 1.7 members. This figure gave
an zverage of approximetely twenty men per gun, too large
a group for effective control. Captsin McLsughlin wrote
to President Jefferson Davis recuesting two more =artillery
pieces and authoriz=tion for =dditionzl officers, both com-
missioned :nd noncommissioned. Richmond authorities ep-
proved the -dditions and, by Hovember 271, the battery had
two new pieces.15
"hile awaiting the =rrivsl of the weapons, the battery
received three surprises that grently upset cemp routine.
The first wes the sudden shift of c=omp from Centreville to
a point near Fairfax Courthouse. Here agsain the men estab-
lished c:mp routine, with permanent shelters and furnishings
becoming prominent. Several tents contained fireplaces
with turf chimneys, making them more pleasant and inhabita-

ble,

Wngonrederate service Records, " Film No. 301,

15L. M. Bleckford to his mother, Oct. 8, 1861, Blackford
Family Prpers; ""11liom lMcLeouvughlin to Jefferson Davis,

Sept. 5, 18671, ""illiam II. Fendleton Papers, Duke University
Library; L. M. 3lackford to his f-ther, llov. 21, 1861,
Bl-~ckIford Femily Pavers,
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Initially, life here was enjoyable as a result of the
proximity of friends and relatives, the other units from
Lexington being located within a few miles of the encamp-
ment, Apparently the visiting became too prolonged, for
regulations regarding furloughs and visiting outside the
camp limits became more strict., The men were no longer
allowed to leave the battery area without prior permis-
sion from their commanding officer.16

The second surprise occurred on October 13, when
Jackson was promoted to major general and given command
of the Valley District. The promotion necessitated his
leaving his beloved Stonewall Brigade. Jackson had proven
to be a popular commander in spite of his eccentricities.
Members of the battery bemoaned his transfer and wished
they could return with their general to the Valley they
loved so well.

On November L, when Jackson was about to depart, his
troops begged one final audience. He granted this request
and, early in the afternoon, faced his former troops. Here
he made his last farewell, and concluded with the statement:

In the Army of the Shenandoah, you were the First
Brigade! 1In the Army of the Potomac you were the

16L. M. Blackford to his mother, Oct. 23, 1861; L. M.
Blackford to "Uncle John," Nov. 6, 1861, Blackford Family
Papers,
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First Brigade! 1In the Second Corps of this army you
were the First Brigade! 7You are the First Brigade in
the affections of your general, and I hope by your
future deeds and bearing you will be handed down to
posterity as the First Brigade }9 this, our second

War of Independence, Farewell!

With these parting words Jackson departed, it was thought,
from the camp and from the lives of the unit.

On November 7, the third surprise occurred when the
battery received orders to rejoin its former leader at
Winchester, Rumors of the transfer had run through the
unit ever since Jackson's departure, but the men dared not
hope they might prove true. Jackson had requested exper-
ienced troops to aid in the Valley's defense and specifi=
cally requested his former brigade. Johnston protested
vehemently the loss of these troops. Jackson, he charged,
would be opposed by only raw forces, while he faced the
elite of the Federal army. Confederate Secretary of War
Judah P. Benjamin placated Johnston by promising him twice
the number of troops transferred.18

Rarely in the history of warfare has an order been so

cheerfully and quickly obeyed., On November 8, the troops

broke camp and marched to Manassas to board trains for the

17OR, II, 909; Henry Kyd Douglas, I Rode with Stonewall
(Chapel Hill, 1940), 16-17. See also Willliam Couper, One
Hundred Years at V.M.I. (Richmond, 1939), IV, 166.

180R, V’ 9).'.0; LI, pto 2’ 372. See also ibido, V’ 389.
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journey to Strasburg. The battery had to march the entire
distence to Winchester, but not even this hardship could
dampen the men's spirits, Morale jumped higher when
several members of the unit procured whiskey for the jour-
ney westward. By the time the battery reached Castleman's
Ferry, a number of artillerymen were reported to be "dead
drunk,"?

On November 10, the battery met the Stonewall Brigade
at Strasburg and, on the following day, turned north to=-
ward Winchester, The brigade spent the night at Kerns=
town and moved through Winchester the next day. The units
encamped in an area approximately four and one-half miles
north of town. When the weather changed at an inoppor-
tune moment, the area soon became a sea of mud and com=-
plaints about the poor choice of bivouac site arose.

With the elements seemingly against them, the bat-
tery felt even more oppressed when Jackson issued orders
restricting the men to camp. Only two men per company
were allowed to be absent at one time., Jackson felt the
restriction was necessary as punishment for the brigade's
conduct on the trains from Manassas., The restriction

seemed unfair to battery members who had walked the entire

19L. M. Blackford to his mother, Nov. 12, 1861, Blackford
Family Papers; Poague, "Reminiscences," 10.
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distance-~they had conveniently forgotten their own drinking
experience on the march.20

The weather during this period of the unit's history
can be described in a word: wet. Heavy rains did not aid
either the men's health or the condition of the camp. The
rain, combined with low temperatures, led to much discom-
fort among the troops. The men were ready to establish
winter quarters, and complaints on the present site mounted.
The grumbling was largely a result of boredom, for the
weather had hampered drill and given the men too much idle
time. On November 16, the men received fortunate news in
one respect when Jackson ordered the camp moved to a more
suitable location on the other side of Winchester.21

By November 21, the armament of the battery was in-
creased to eight upon the arrival of a twelve=-pounder how=-
itzer and an iron six-pounder. The other six weapons
manned by the unit at this time were two ten-pounder rifled
Psrrotts, three brass smoothbore six-pounders, snd one iron
six-pounder. The iron six-pounders were among the first

crude efforts turned out by the Tredegar Iron Works in

20The fact that any man who made a serious effort to
break the restriction generally succeeded should be noted.
See James I. Robertson, Jr., The Stonewall Brigade (Baton
Rouge, 1963), 52; L. M. Blackford to his mother, Nov. 12,
1861, Blackford Family Papers.

211pid. to his father, Nov. 21, 1861, Blackford Family
Papers, See also Fishburne, "Memoirs.,"
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Richmond. They proved to be of poor gquality and were soon
discarded.Z?
Because life in the new camp proved more endurable
than in the previous site, the men's morale rose according-
ly. They were still anxious to move into winter quarters,
but they trusted Jackson to protect their interests. Their

hopes were dashed, however, when, early in December, Lt.
Poague took one section of the battery to aid Col. Turner
Ashby's cavalry. The journey to Charlestown proved a wel-
come relief from the tedium of camp life and occurred with-
out any serious com.bat.23

On December 5, the battery received orders to proceed
to Martinsburg. Two sections under Poague's command left
immediately. The purpose of the movement was to aid Ashby
in the destruction of Dam No., Five on the Chesapeake and
Ohio Railroad canal., Jackson felt the dam to be the key
factor in the disruption of Federal trade to the area,

On December 7, the initial attempt by the "Hibernians"
of the 27th Virginia Regiment to destroy the dam proved
unsuccessful, Federal sharpshooters located on the far

bank of the canal were easily routed bmt soon returned with

a full battery of artillery for support. The Federal

227, M. Blackford to his father, Nov. 21, 1861, Blackford
Family Papers; Moore, Cannoneer, 265,

23Poague, "Reminiscences," 11.
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cannon fire forced the Confederates to abandon the project
and retire to a more protected area, The 27th Virginia
returned later to attempt completion of its task. This
time enemy sharpshooters drove them back»al‘L

Jackson decided that the dam's destruction was a task
of the highest priority. For this reason, late on Decem=-
ber 16, the entire brigade left Winchester snd executed
the fifteen-mile march to Martinsburg at night. On the
following day, the brigade arrived at the bluffs command-
ing Dam No., Five and prepared positions. Upon the arrival
of the Confederates at the dam site, workers immediately
began undermining the dam's "cribbing."25 They worked
unmolested until discovered near daybreak the following
morning. One gun from the Rockbridge Artillery took a posi-
tion beside a piece from Captain R. Preston Chew's battery
of horse artillery. If the Federals discovered the workers,
the artillery was to destroy a brick house on the opposite
slope that had afforded the enemy sharpshooters excellent

protection.

2hl'... M. Blackford to his father, Dec. 6, 1861; L. M.
Blackford to his mother, Dec. 9, 1861, Blackford Family
Papers,

25Ibid., Dec. 20, 1861; L. M. Blackford to his father,
Dec, 21, 1861, Btackford Family Papers, The "cribbing"
was the squares of large logs filled with stones that were
used to support the dam.
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The first Confederate shells drove the enemy from
their shelter but were soon answered by an effective can-
nonade from the Federal side. Captain McLaughlin ordered
the men to take cover, a move that left the pieces unmanned
and exposed to hostile fire.

Members of the 27th and 33rd Virginia volunteered to
return to the dam that night (December 19) and continue the
work. By daybreak on December 20, the men had erected a
parapet of stones to shield themselves from the Federal
sharpshooters., Work continued on the cribbing until Decem=
ber 21, when the dam was sufficiently destroyed to satisfy
Jackson.26

During the four days spent at Dam No. Five, the bat-
tery concerned itself with protecting the workers and
dodging shells. It was at this location that the unit suf-
fered its first serious casualty, when Joshua Parks, a new
recruit, was killed.27

On December 21, the brigade returned to its encamp-
ment at Winchester., Once again rumors began to circulate

concerning the establishment of winter quarters. As the

cold was gradually becoming bitter, the light summer tents

26Robertson, Stonewall Brigade, 55-58; L. M. Blackford
to his father, Dec. 21, 1661, Blackford Family Papers.

27Poague, "Reminiscences," 12; Robertson, Stonewall Bri-
gade, 573 OR, V, 390.
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and tarpaulins used as shelters proved inadequate, and the
men wanted to build more substantial shelters from mud and
logs.

Jackson was not yet ready to move into winter quarters,
for he felt sufficient time existed for one last blow to
the enemy's morsle, He realized thet entry into winter
quarters would produce a virtual cessation of hostilities
until the "Spring thaw." The cessation would eliminnte
8ll apprehensions that the Federals might hold. Therefore,
Jackson postponed entry into winter quarters as long as pos-
sible and initiated plans for a winter march to the area
surrounding Romney, Virginia,.

On January 1, 1862, the entire First Brigade under
Jackson's direct command left Vinchester and marched fif-
teen miles, The battery began the march with twenty=two
vehicles (eight weapons, eight caissons, four baggage
wagons, one travelling forge, and one ambulance) and 145
men, All officers, commissioned and noncommissioned, and
drivers rode horses in the march, while the cannoneers
were forced to walk,

As the day initially seemed very pleasant, members
of the unit threw their heavy overcoats onto the battery
wagons, which were to follow shortly. The weather quickly

turned bitter cold, but the troops were forced to suffer
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without the protection of their overcoats,

Upon their arrival at the bivouac site, a field of
underbrush, the men estzblished themselves as comfortably
as possible and awaited the arrival of the baggage vehi=-
cles which still carried their overcoats., As they waited,
the temperature continued to drop while the wind blew
severely., Several battery members started small fires to
warm themselves. The gusty wind soon blew the fires out
of control and the soldiers were forced to move the guns
from the vicinity by hand. As each gun was carrying from
1800 to 2000 pounds of powder, the fire presented a major
hazard to the battery members. In order to prevent a re=-
currence of the incident, the unit spent the remainder of
the night in an open field on the other side of the road.

By January l, 1862, the brigade had reached the
southern bank of the Potomac River opposite the town of
Hancock. 1In retaliation for the Federal shelling of Shep-
erdstown, Jackson ordered the Rockbridge Artillery to bome
bard Hancock. Before the cannonade began, however, he
gave two hours warning to permit an evacuation of civilians,
The signal gun then boomed out and a concentrated shelling
ensued until the following day.

On January 6, upon learning of a Federal advance, Jack-

son's forces retired in the direction of Unger's Crossroads,
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The men still had no firm idea of their commander's plans,
Some felt the objective was the complete destruction of
Dam No. Five, while others correctly deduced that the ul-
timate goal was Romney.

The army began the march to Romney on January 13, and
arrived there two days later. The march itself deserves
mention, for Jackson's troops suffered hardships not un-
like those of Napoleon in his retreat from Moscowe. The
wagons carrying such "nonessential" items as blankets,
tents and overcoats remained far behind. Men shared what-
ever blankets they could gather. While the cold at night
forced the troops to remain awake, the icy roads and steep
mountains travelled during the day provided them no relief,
Private Randolph Fairfax observed: '"'During this trip my
patriotism was put to a severe test by marching through the
mountains over the icy roads as smooth as glass, bivouacking
at night in the snow, and rolling the heavy guns up the . « »
steps by day."’28

On January 15, Jackson's troops trudged into Romney,

only to find it deserted by the Federals, In their rapid

28"Confoderate Service Records," Film No. 301; L. M.
Blackford to his mother, Jan. 11, 1862, Blackford Family
Papers; Fishburne, "Memoirs;" OR, V, 390-91; Philip Slaugh-
ter, A Sketch of the Life of Randolph Fairfax (Baltimore,
1878), 2T. 1In order to prevent the loss of valuable horses
and weapons, the Confederates were often forced to cut
small trenches across the road to provide a "step" for both
wagons and men.
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departure, however, the Yankees had left behind much equip-
ment that the Confederates now collected. Most units in
Jackson's army were forced to improvise shelters during
the sojourn in Romney, but the Rockbridge Artillery was
more fortunate than the others. Battery members found
quarters in a small church and utilized its graveyard for
cooking purposes., The men soon received uninvited guests
in the form of "gray backs" (vermin). The officers were
the only members of the battery spared, for they slept in
the church's pulpit. The experience of the unit in Romney
would not soon be forgotten.29
Jackson's forces remained in Romney for nine days.
On January 24, the units headed back down the turnpike to-
ward Winchester. William T, Poague described that night's
repose as a pleasant change from the vermin-infested quar-
ters of Romney, even though the unit had to sleep in the
snow. On January 26, the battery arrived in Winchester,
having survived one of the hardest twenty-five-day periods
of the war.>°

Two days after the return to Winchester, the long-

awaited orders finally appeared. Jackson decided to

29"Confederate Service Records," Film No. 301; Poague,
"Reminiscences," 1,-15,

30nconrederate Service Records," Film No. 301; Poague,
YReminiscences," 15,
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establish winter quarters., His forces gladly obeyed the
order and "Camp Zollicoffer" rapidly took shape. The month
of January had proven to be an especially difficult one

for the Rockbridge Artillery, which had marched 130 miles
through rough terrain in the worst possible weather.

When Jackson ordered the establishment of winter quar-
ters, weary members of the Rockbridge Artillery were grate=-
ful for the relief from the rigors of the march. The
unit's morale quickly returned to a normally high level,
for the men now faced only the tranquility of camp life.
They could forget the horrors of battle. The unit had been
truly baptized into the worst aspects of war but had not
yet realized the shame of defeat, It would not be long,
however, until the Rockbridge Artillery, now composed of
well-seasoned recruits, would experience this feeling. 1In

the process, it would become a combat-hardened unit.



CHAPTER III

DEFEAT, THEN VICTORY

The battery, firmly established in winter quarters,
expected to pass the winter months regaining health ren-
dered poor by the Romney campaign. The men had suffered
dreadfully from overexposure to the January weather, and
the illness rate of Jackson's troops was staggering. Hos-
pitals were filled to capacity with men suffering from
pneumonia and frostbite. As usual, there were alsoc a few
malingerers, However, as the men regained their strength,
their high spirits returned.

The temper of the camp changed when Major General
William W. Loring, Jackson's subordinate in the Romney cam-
paign, bypassed the normal chain of command and wrote di-
rectly to Secretary of War Judah Benjamin requesting per-
mission to leave Romney and return to the Valley. The Séc-
retary approved the request, which so infuriated Jackson
that he resigned his commission. The Confederate govern-
ment, fearing the loss of such an able commander, rescinded

the order recalling Loring's division and ended the furor,

L5
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As winter continued, peace and quiet finally returned
to Camp Zollicoffer, The daily arrival of new recruits
supplemented the numbers of the battery. Although unable
to maintain a schedule of daily drill, the men practiced
whenever the weather permitted. For the most part, how=-
ever, the cannoneers devoted their work hours to repairing
harness and equipment and cleaning weapons in preparation
for the spring campaign.

Winter ended early in 1862 and brought a Federal ad-
vance to the area near Winchester. Jackson left winter
quarters and advanced to meet the enemy forces of General
Nathaniel P. Banks, but the latter decided against doing
battle (although his army was numerically superior to that
of Jackson)., On March 11, Jackson's army withdrew through
Newtown to Mount Jackson and established "Camp Buchanan,"
approximately forty-two miles from Winchester,

At Camp Buchanan, sixty new recruits for the battery
arrived. These new soldiers, when properly trained and
merged with the original members of the battery, were to
form the nucleus from which a battalion of artillery would
be developed. A recruiting drive began on February 19,
when the battery placed advertisements for enlistees in
the Lexington Gazette, principal newspaper of Rockbridge

County. Each new recruit received a bounty of fifty
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dollsrs, but the principal factors motivating the enlistees
were patriotism and the desire to join good units before
being drafted into poor ones.1

On March 22, Jackson's army broke camp and headed
south, Then they executed a turn-about, headed north for
approximately twenty miles, and bivouacked. The next day,
March 23, saw them march twelve miles farther before being
ordered into bivouac early in the afternoon. Jackson
planned to camp near the Federsl forces a2t Kernstown, then
attack early the next morning. He decided to attack im-
medistely, however, in order to prevent his enemy from
being reinforced, A plan of sttack quickly formed in his
mind.2

As members of the Rockbridge Artillery prepared their
camp site for the coming night, a cannon shot rang out in
the distance. The Confederates fired sn answering shot,
and battle erupted. These shots were the first warning
given the battery of the enemy's proximity, although sever-
al members thought the Federal forces to be near., The men
repacked their belongings and girded themselves for battle.

Ambulances carrying the Confederate wounded soon be=-

gan to appear on the road leading from the battlefield.

1"Coni‘ederate Service Records," Film No. 301; Lexington
Gazette, Mar., 27, 1862,

20R, XII, pte. 1, 380-81.
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This sight was the first contact many of the recruits had
had with war and they were, quite naturally, frightened
and sickened by the scene.3
Jackson initially ordered the unit to a hill that
covered the approaches to Winchester, Captain McLaughlin
placed his eight weapons on the hill and waited until
1 P.M., when he was directed to move his battery to another
hill in support of the infantry. On the way to the new posi-
tion, the battery took several incoming rounds from Federal
artillery thuat disabled two pieces and severely wounded two
men., The battery thus arrived at its new position with
only six of its guns, although a seventh was eventually
brought into the action. The 21st Virginia moved with the
battery and acted as support until the foot soldiers ex-
pended their ammunition., When the regiment retired from
the field, the battery was left virtuslly nnprotec't:ed.LL
At 3:30 P.M., Jackson ordered one section of the bat-
tery under Lt. Poague to support the guns of Captains
James H., Waters and Joseph Carpenter, The section remained
an hour, then returned when an enemy probe threztened their
position. Federal infantry then sdvanced all zlong the

Confederate line and forced the:withdrawal of the Southern

3Ibid., 381-8l; Moore, Cannoneer, 29-30.

L‘pg, ZII, pte 1, 396-97.
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troops. They advanced to within 250 yards of the Rock-
bridge Artillery before four rounds of canister brought
them to a temporary halt. These four guns then moved to
the rear behind the 5th Virginia. When the Federals re-
newed their advance, another volley of canister halted
them at a distance of 150 yards. This section then with-
drew to the battery's new position.

The Confederate retreat now became general, and Jack-
son ordered the Rockbridge Artillery to protect it. How-
ever, he changed his mind, and the unit rejoined the First
Brigade on the turnpike. During the retreat, Federal small
arms fire killed or wounded five horses pulling one weapon,
and it was abandoned. This gun was the first to be lost
by the unit in combat.5

The retreat was orderly, for Jackson wanted to protect
himself against an attack from the rear. One soldier re-
ported that the troops did not behave despondently during
the retreat, but thet they '"seemed ready and willing to
fight at any time that Gen. Jackson might desire it."6 Yet
the battle itself had taken a severe toll on the Confede-

rates in general and, more specifically, the Rockbridge

SIbid., 396-98, 402-03; Fishburne, "Memoirs."

6Lexington Gazette, Apr. 3, 1862.
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Artillery. The battery lost one piece (a six~pounder taken
at Manassas) and two caissons., The loss of equipment was
not nearly so great as the human toll exacted from the
unit, for ten men suffered severe wounds (three of whom la=-
ter died), and one was captured. The unit also experienced
its first taste of defeat, a bitter taste not soon to be
forgotten.7

The battery spent the night after Kernstown approxi=-
mately two miles from the battlefield. The withdrawal con=-
tinued the following morning. The retreat began prematurely
when Federal artillery opened fire on the Confederate troops
at breakfast. Captein McLaughlin ordered two guns forward
to protect the battery while the remainder of the unit made
a hasty escape.

Jackson kept his forces occupied for the next twenty-
eight days mainly on picket duty and on gquick marches to
confuse their Federal opponents. On April 20, 1862, the
army arrived at Swift Run Gap, where it established a new
camp and reorganized the battery. As previously stated,
the Rockbridge Artillery had been enlisting new members

for the purpose of increasing to battalion strength. Cap-

tzin McLaughlin was to be promoted to major and given

793, AII, pt. 1, 380-81; Moore, Cannoneer, 36-37., See
also Slaughter, Life of Randolph Falrfax, 22-23.

893, XII, pte 1, 398. See also ibid., 38l.
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command of the new battalion of three batteries. Lieuten-
ants Poague, Archibald Graham, and J. Cole Davis were to
receive promotions to captain and assume command of the new

batteries. The recent recruits swelled the battery to ap=-
proximately 250 men. The Confederate authorities knew of

the unit's plan and initially granted approval; yet those
same officials soon substituted new orders for the original
plzan.

The orders forced the battery first to reduce to 150
men and then to elect new officers, McLaughlin was allowed
to choose the men he wanted to remain, but he declined to
do so on the grounds that he would be tempted to select only
men who would support him for re-election. For this reason,
he declined to stand for re-election and subsequently es-
tablished a2 different method for selecting the men who were
to remain.9

The 150 men who had served with the battery for the
longest period of time were automatically allowed to remain
in the unit. However, these men could transfer to any unit

they desired. If a man wished a transfer, the man with the

9"Confederate Service Records," Film No. 301; Poague,
"Reminiscences," 17-18. In a petition to their superiors,
members of the unit protested the battery's reduction. The
men desired that the battery be divided into two batteries
of 125 men each and 2llowed to recruit to the allowed level,
The petition was denied. L. M. Blackford to his mother,
Apr. 2, 1862, Blackford Family Papers.
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next longest service to the battery could remain. This
process continued until 150 men chose to stay with the bat-
tery.

On April 22, the unit held elections and selected Lt.
William T. Poague to fill the post recently vacated by
Capt. McLaughlin, with Archibald Graham, William M. Brown,
and J. Cole Davis to serve as his lieutenants. Captain
McLaughlin then left the unit, and Capt. Poague became the
battery's fourth commander.10

The new captain was born December 20, 1835, in Rock-
bridge County, Va. In 1857, he graduated ffom Washington
College and attended law school for three years. In 1860,
he opened his law practice in St. Joseph, Missouri, but
soon returned to his native county. When the Civil War
began, his partner persuaded him to postpone his enlistment;
but patriotism soon outweighed Poague's promise and he
joined the battery as its first junior second lieutenant.

He rose rapidly to the grade of first lieutenant and battery

10Poague, "Reminiscences,"”" 18. McLaughlin, upon tsaking
leave of the battery, was promoted to major. By war's end,
he had risen to lieutenant colonel and communded an artil-
lery battalion in Gen. Jubal Early's division. In 1863,
citizens of Lexington urged McLaughlin to run for the state
senate, He ran but was defeated, finishing last in a field
of five contestants. In 1865, he resumed his law practice
eand later became judge of the Thirteenth Judicial Court of
Virginis, a post he retained until his death in 1898. Lex-
ington Gazette, Apr. 8, 1863; Samuel H. Letcher alumni file,
Virginia Military Institute, Lexington, Va.
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executive officer which he retained until elected to the
battery's command.11
The men forced to lesve the battery and not allowed
to choose their new command received temporary assignments
with the 33rd Virginia to guard the Federzl prisoners cap=-
tured at Kernstowﬁ. They then were assigned to other com-
mands, Before May 1, the twenty-one men fortunate enough
to choose their new assignments left the unit. Most of
them transferred to Ashby's cavalry. Their departure cost
the battery several of its most experienced members, many
of whom would later accept commissions as officers in other
units. The loss of these men did not seriously impair the
battery's efficiency, for the new men had gained invaluable
experience at the battle of Kernstown. With the reduction
of personnel came a reduction in the number of weapons to
be mznned by the unit from eight to six. The two guns from
the Tredegar Iron Works, having proven inferior, were dise-
carded.12
BRrigadier Genersl Charles S, VWinder, the newly-appoint-
ed comm:nder of the Stonewall Brigade, created discipline
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